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Historic Name: Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge

Couzmon Name:

Owner.'s Name and Address: City of Redwood Falls
" o Redwood Falls, MN 56283

County: Redwood
Community: Redwood Falls

Addreas/Legal Desc.:
NW%, SW%, NEX

Sec 36, T 113 R36

The Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge is located in the Redwood River
Gorge at a point just below the confluence of the Redwood River and
Ramsey Creek, and downstream from both Redwood Falls and Ramsey
Falls. The area of the gorge was dedicated as Alexander Ramsey
State Park in 1912, and remained part of the state park system until
it was turned over to the city of Redwood Falls in 1957.

The 183-foot ten-span structure is constructed of concrete and
North Redwood granite. Its concrete slab -roadbed is supported by
nine granite piers which extend the full 20 foot width of the bed
at twelve foot intervals (eleven feet between the end piers and the
u-abutments), The granite sides of the structure extend upward to
form short rails which follow the curve of the roadbed and terminate

in u-abutments with a stepped profile.
(see continuation sheet)

Classification: Acreage:

Building Structure X Object District

Condition: Verbal Boundary Desc.:

Excellent Good X Fair Deteriorated

Open to the Public: Visible from the road:

Yes X No Yes X No

Occupied: Present Use:

Yes X No - Bridge

History: UTM Reference:

Date Constructed: 1938 Original Owner: State of Redwood Falls Quad., 15 min

Minnesota Lat. Long.

Architect/Builder: WPA Crews Original Use: Bridge 44° 33" 02" 95° 7' 28"
designer unknown

Description: Level of Significance:

Local X
State

Nation

Status:

o
]
(24
o

Survey
Local

State
Nat'l. Reg.
Nat'l. Land.
HABS/HAER

|

Significance:

The Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge is one- of scores of structures
constructed by WPA crews in state parks during the late 1930s and
early 1940s. It is the only known bridge so constructed utilizing
the functional swayback design.

The crew of the project quarried the stone in nearby North
Redwood under the direction of stonecutter William Hosken (see
Honnor-Hosken house nomination)., Other WPA Ramsey Park buildings
also utilize the North Redwood granite.

The structure is significant as a uniquely designed WPA con-
structed bridge. Even though it is only forty years old at the
time of this nomination, recognition is important to insure reten-
tion of its integrity as plans for bridge remodeling and replacement
are being considered.

Theme/s:

Primary Engincering

Secondary
Other

Local Contact/Org.:

Prepared by and date:
Dennis A. Gimmestad
September 1978

35523636012301




MINNESOTA HISIURIC PROPERITES INVELUKY FURM -- Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge

Description:

The bridge's design, consistent with its wooded setting, is based primarily on func-
tional requirements, During frequent spring high waters, the dip in the bed permits tree
branches and other debris carried by the river to flow across the center section of the
structure, avoiding a jam which could force the stream around the end abutments and under-
mine the bridge approaches,

Significance:
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Historic Name: -
Common Name:

Ownegfs Name and Address:

Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge

City of Redwood Falls

Count§:” ‘Redtood ™ T
Community: Redwood Falls

Address/Legal Desc.:

Open to the Public:
Yes X No

Visible from the road:
Yes X No

Occupied:
Yes X No

Present Use:
Bridge

Redwood Falls, MN 56283 Ramsey Park
Classification: Acreage:
Building Structure X Object District
Condition: Verbal Boundary Desc.:
T113 R36 Sec. 36
Excellent Good X Fair Deteriorated NWZSWZNEY

The bridge spans the
Redwood River in the above
Y¥%% Section.Tus uweminahon
Lcwupéxsthxtndggcurla.
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History:

Date Constructed: 1938

Architect/Builder: WPA Crews
designer unknown

Original Owner: State of
Minnesota

Original Use: Bridge

UTM Reference:
Redwood Falls Quad,, 15 mir

Lat,

" Long.
44~ 33' 02"

95° 07' 28"

Description:

The Ramsey Park SwayBack Bridge is located in the Redwood River
Gorge at a point just below the confluence of the Redwood River and
Ramsey Creek, and downstream from both Redwood Falls and Ramsey

Falls,

The area of the gorge was dedicated as Alexander Ramsey

State Park in 1912, and remained part of the state park system until
it was turned over to the city of Redwood Falls in 1957.
The 183-foot ten-span structure is constructed of concrete and

North Redwood granite.

Its concrete slab-roadbed is supported by

nine granite piers which extend the full 20 foot width of the bed
at twelve foot intervals (eleven feet between the end piers and the

u-abutments).

The granite sides of the structure extend upward to

form short rails which follow the curve of the roadbed and terminate
in u-abutments with a stepped profile.

(see continuation sheet)

Level of Significance:
Local X

State

Nation

Status:

Survey Date
Local

State

Nat'l. Reg.

Nat'l. Land.

HABS/HAER

Significance:

The Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge is one- of scores of structures
constructed by WPA crews in state parks during the late 1930s and

early 1940s,
the functional swayback design.

It is the only known bridge so constructed utilizing

The crew of the project quarried the stone in nearby North
Redwood under the direction of stonecutter William Hosken (see

Honnor-Hosken house nomination).

Other WPA Ramsey Park buildings

also utilize the North Redwood granite.
The structure is significant as a uniquely designed WPA con-

structed bridge.

Even though it is only forty years old at the

time of this nomination, recognition is important to insure reten-
tion of its integrity as plans for bridge remodeling and replacement

are being considered,

Theme/s:

Primary Engineering

Secondary

Other

Local Contact/Org.:

Prepared by and date:
Dennis A. Gimmestad
September 1978

35523636012301
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Description:

The bridge's design, consistent with its wooded setting,
tional requirements, During frequent spring high waters, the
branches and other debris carried by the river to flow across
structure, avoiding a jam which could force the stream around
mine the bridge approaches,

is based primarily on func-
dip in the bed permits tree
the center section of the

the end abutments and under-

Significance:



o Atebuesd (LD, T uttgl, lhee QPectosl Draenbe,, )
W

- Stateﬂq Working Number
TECHNICAL .~ (ol Onggnfirands CONTROL
Photos ___g;- 2 %
Maps ZEZ
HISTORIAN
cee  attacdud Wt = 0 Cryph 1/2% /79 ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
Ul -cordtri. neymiuahs aoocnxiglt ravge of duffareup- Hord
ks of properhis janbuasdogacal sdef, 6t sime and lishne o'Couadd

< / <
faryms, WA s, radad 5, chtrebgs, eunc and Gynintmal oolidigs, '
aund .:EL -wuui_s shuchuses Al pr/Dpelh.'zs are 0ligble jun fack solrchbu proISS (asS Y1/ S0
o blew tptosmvely shiipeudy @buwhuunhon sidof—acknewlidses Hahatas elisb e

' / hads b to well - 3ed, i euwhfos Ty hskmctd Saay -
’m"&%ﬁu Z;mez ms, A4 for mmw&@a a—see - ARCHEOLOGIST

firlacc ol okes kelld Ar mone whivinaney., Holowbeer Sz s
B Puun (reck Sux

5 5 Sumt

dern Fugalls bowas D
4 : j ' erhLs cam—
Arludloal sdas%%/ oy e OTHER
— O Conumls 52/2?4gv
HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

B " KEEPER

-~

24 éaﬂw 7/"—"‘#)

7-/6 -0 /Entered AUG ' ——

National Register Write-up Send-bac
Federal Register Entry s . Re-submi

d-?r/

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service



A — s P 5
\ Loy AT
7 4 S ,a.d

: AR 3 R,

& B>




Ramsey Park Swayback Bridge

Ramsey Park

Redwood Falls, MN

Dennis Gimmestad

1978 -

Minnesota Historical Society, 690
Cedar Street, St, Paul, MN 55101

View from S

0241176 AUG | 1 I98C é/ﬁ;’

d

NO7

by c¢

THIS 7

V¢ protected

U. S. Code),

FROM THE COU'F



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: _64000371




