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The St. Croix Boom Company House is located adjacent to the St. Croix Boom Site,
two miles north of Stillwater on the St. Croix River. The house is a two-storey
building, sided in clapboard and set on a stone foundation. The original house
built in 1885 had a rectangular plan, but additions have since been made to the
west and south. ¢ The cross gable roof has been modified by the addition of a large
dormer on the west side (rear) of the building. The three original gables are decorated
with spindlework in the shape of a spoke wheel. The one-storey, wrap-around porch
is balustraded and has decorated pediments above the two entrances. The eastern
portion of the porch has been screened in.

The barn is a 1% storey building of rectangular plan with clapboard siding.
It has a center gable roof with spindlework matching that of the house on the side
gables. A cupola/vent sits atop the center gable.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The St. Croix Boom Company House was the home of W.F. (Frank) McGray,
superintendent of the St. Croix Boom Company for 34 years. It is located
adjacent to the St. Croix Boom Site which is a National Historic Landmark. Along
with its barn, the house is the only known extant building directly associated

with- the Croix Boom Company.

The St. Croix Boom Company built a boom in 1856 two miles above Stillwater,
Minnesota on the St. Croix River for the sorting and rafting of lumber cut
by the valley's many lumber companies. The St. Croix Boom Company closed down
in 1914 after 57 years of continuous operation. Frank McGray is reported to
have sent the first log through the boom in 1856, and on June 12, 1914, it was
he who hitched the last log to go through.

McGray entered the employ of the St. Croix Boom Company in 1856 and in
1871 was made superintendent or boom master. He lived on a farm across the
river in Wisconsin until 1885 at which time appears that the company built
a residence for him and his family on company property above the boom site.
McGray retired from the company in 1905 at the age of 71. He had purchased
his residence from the St. Croix Boom Company in 1895 and continued to live in it
after his retirement until 1919 when he sold the property. Several families
have owned the house since McGray sold it, the present owners having bought
it7in 1955,
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MIN NESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

690 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 « 612-296-2747

3 March 1980

Ms. Carol Schull

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
440 G Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Schull:

Enclosed are six nominations for the St. Croix Scenic Riverway
area. These nominations were previously submitted through the
National Parks Service but because the Parks Service does not actually
own the properties they are being resubmitted through the Minnesota
SHPO. The Pest House, Croixsyde, the John Copas House, the St.

Croix Boom Company House and Barn have previously been determined
eligible by the HCRS.

Please direct any questions concerning these nominations to
Dennis Gimmestad at (612) 296-9545.

Sincerely
> -
ey Y.
\‘)“[_> C/// ’/(( Lc
Russell W. Fridley - /
State Historic Preservation Officer
RWF/ fr
Encl.

Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state
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STATE MINNESOTA

Date Entered JUN 3 5980

Name Location

St. Croix Boom Company House and Barn Stillwater vicinity
Washington County

Croixsyde Stillwater vicinity
Washington County

Also Notified

Honorable Rudy Boschwitz State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable David Durenberger Mr. Russell W. Fridley
Honorable Albert H. Quie Director, Minnesota Historical Society

690 Cedar Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

( NR Byers/mjd 6/10/80
/

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



