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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Milwaukee Road station and train shed are located on the northeast corner 

of the Third Avenue and Washington Avenue intersection. The freight house is on 
the southeast corner of the Third Avenue and Second Street South intersection. 
Together they occupy the block between Washington Avenue and Second Street and 
both parallel the two streets, being constructed on a northwest-southeast axis.

The station-shed unit, built 1897-99, is a head or stub-end type railroad 
station. The station building or "head house" is Renaissance Revival style and 
almost square in plan, being 130 feet long, 120 feet wide. The two street facades 
are three stories (50 feet high) while the remainder of the building is two 
stories. It is constructed of pink granite block at the first story level with 
smooth stone at the foundation and rough cut stone above. This level has large 
arch doorways on the west and south sides and massive sash windows. The upper 
levels are of yellow brick and are united in design by applied Roman arches that 
rise the full height of the building. These arches frame the square windows of 
the second level and form the arched windows of the third level. A heavy cornice 
is inset with terra cotta wreath ornaments.

Centered on and extending slightly beyond the Third Street facade is a square 
yellow brick tower which once rose 140 feet with an elaborately spired cupola which 
was removed following storm damage about 1941 and not replaced. The tower now 
terminates at approximately the 100-foot level where a heavy cornice marks the 
cupola base. Near the top are large clocks on four sides above large signs reading 
"The Milwaukee Road".

The interior of the station is constructed of quality materials such as marble 
floors, detailed plaster walls, and carved wood ceilings. These rooms originally 
served such functions as a ladies' and gentlemen's lounges, ticket office, restaurant, 
and even a travelers' pulpit in the concourse.

Extending behind the station is a long span steel truss roof train shed 
approximately 625 feet long, 100 feet wide, and 40 feet high at the ridge of the 
monitor roof (which replaces an original, larger monitor). The five stub tracks 
are spanned by a single 100-foot riveted truss of the Fink type, supported on steel 
posts each having pierced metal ornamental brackets beneath a longitudinal steel 
lattice beam running the length of the shed. The shed roof is deteriorated 
asphalt rolled roofing on wood boards (replacing original slate roofing). The 
roof is pierced by four heavy metal steam locomotive smoke hoods and chimneys over 
the tracks at mid-shed and head-end points. Along the north side of the shed, 
directly behind the head house, is a brick baggage room approximately 225 feet 
long, 20 feet wide, and 14 feet high, which terminates with a 75-foot brick chimney. 
Extending behind the shed is a single umbrella shed with a flat wood frame roof 
supported by metal posts.

North of the head house and train shed is the freight house (originally 
called the In Bound Freight House and separated from the station by the Out Bound 
Freight House which is no longer extant). The freight house was built in 1879 
in the Italianate style.

(see continuation sheet)
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The entire freight house unit is approximately 575 feet long and 50 feet 
wide. Fronting on Third Avenue is the two story rectangular yellow brick office 
with flat roof and double-hung sash windows with heavy white hoods. Directly 
behind is the brick freight house proper, one and one-half stories with gable roof 
and having on both sides large segmental arched loading-dock doorways with wood 
doors. This terminates in a second two-story office similar to the first.
Directly behind this second office is a second long freight house, possibly of 
slightly later construction. The second freight house is two-story brick with a 
flat roof, again having on both sides loading-dock doorways and wood doors. The 
entire freight house unit terminates in an open loading platform with a flat roof.

The general condition of the station, train shed, and freight house is fair 
to good although maintenance has been haphazard and some sections are deteriorating. 
The station interior is essentially intact although parts have been subdivided 
into offices using temporary partitions since passenger service terminated in 1971. 
Several of the tracks in the train shed continue to be used as part of the adjacent 
freight yard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This complex of Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Con^any 

buildings has great significance for engineering, architectural, historical, and 
survival-preservation reasons.

The train shed has major national significance according to the Historic 
American Engineering Record because it is one of only twelve surviving long span 
truss roof train sheds in the United States, seven of which have been designated 
National Landmarks because of their rarity. Around the turn-of-the-century 
there were hundreds of similar train sheds. It is the only known surviving shed 
in the upper Midwest (the nearest being in St. Louis and Indiana). Also, the shed 
is situated immediately alongside Washington Avenue, a major downtown thorough­
fare, making it directly accessible to the public.

It is of local significance for several reasons. With the ongoing des­
truction of the Burlington Northern (formerly Great Northern) station, this becomes 
the only remaining railroad station structure in Minneapolis. Built in 1897-99, 
it still would be Minneapolis' oldest station, should the Burlington Northern 
station (1912-14) remain. The Freight House, built in 1879, has even greater age 
significance. In addition, being contiguous with the Saint Anthony Falls Historic 
District, it is in a strategic location relative to many other historic industrial 
structures. Not only is the station closely associated geographically with the 
milling district but chronologically as well, since virtually all of the District 
industrial buildings date from the 1880s.

As a complex, the structures have great stylistic unity. They are a classic 
example of what Carroll L. V. Meeks in The Railroad Station; An Architectural 
History has termed the "Sophistication" or "middle phase" of the picturesque 
style of railroad station development in the nineteenth century. Meeks dates 
this style to 1860-90, using primarily eastern and European examples; thus a 
Midwestern exan^ile of late 1890s is appropriate.

Elements which Meeks considers keys to this stylistic period are well-rep­
resented in the station complex. It is a head or stub-type station, meaning 
that the railroad tracks terminate at the station building or head house. The 
head station, typically constructed with a long metal train shed, was developed 
to replace the side station which could not adequately accommodate increased 
traffic and more complicated operations. Significantly, the Minneapolis station 
and shed were constructed to replace a side station, considered outmoded, which 
fronted on Washington Avenue. The present Freight House is associated with this 
earlier station. The 1890s also saw the decline of the head station in favor of 
the through-type station, represented by the Minneapolis Burlington Northern 
Station, where the tracks pass uninterrupted through or beneath the building.

(see continuation sheet - page 2)
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In architecture as well as engineering the station and shed are also rep­
resentative of the Meeks type. During this "middle phase" station and shed 
maintained a double identity, with the contemporary debate being whether stations 
were to be considered architecture or engineering. Often this was settled by 
having an architect design the head house while the railroad engineers designed 
the shed. The result, as in the Milwaukee Road, was often two separate designs, 
related only by physical proximity. Indeed, Meeks points out that as engineers 
grew bolder, the architects became timid, resulting in conservative station 
styles, as with the Milwaukee Road station. For a contrast one need only look 
again at the Burlington Northern station, built a mere dozen or so years later but 
in the radically different Beaux Art Classical style (termed "Megalomania" or 
"monumental" by Meeks) where architecture and engineering are more unified. It 
is interesting that the same man, Charles Frost of Chicago, should have been the 
architect for both structures.
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Richard Hyllestad 
3929 41st Ave. So. 
Minneapolis, Mn. 55406

August 27, 1978

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Interior Department 
Washington, D.C. 20240

To the Keeper of the National Register:

I am writing in regard to the nominations proposed for inclusion 

to the National Register of Historic Places; specifically the 

Milwaiikee Road Depot and Freight House in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

It gave me great satisfaction to learn that somewhere there is an 

Interest in preserving these buildings for the future.

When restored, they could serve a very useful purpose as, for example, 

a visitor’s center; or transportation museum. Hopefully, the "train 

shed" which still stands could be retained as part of this project.

Minneapolis has been a very progressive city in respect to redevelopment 

of the downtown area. I feel we have one of the cleanest and most 

up-to-date cities in the entire nation. Yet, there has been little 

effort expended to retain and preserve older structures.

The location of the Depot is excellent, since there is a fair amount 

of land behind it which could eventually be used to develop additional

1
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vlsitor’s attractions (there are already 2 very popular "theme” 

restaurants operating within this area).

Finally, one additional factor which should be considered: Our

other major rail facility (the ex-Great Northern Station) is 

currently being demolished, and the Union Station in St. Paul 

apparently faces the same future, so this appears to be the final 

chance to preserve a historical building of this type in the Twin 

Cities area.

Sincerely,

Richard Hyllestad
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OFFICE OF CITY COUNCIL
JUDY CORRAO, ALDERMAN 2nd WARD
307 CITY HALL, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55415
PHONE: 348-2202

Ilf uSlljSfB®
October 10, 197

Chris Delaporte, Director 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register of 

Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Subject: Placement on the National Register - Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific.,RMlroad._CqiimailV Station7^ai^Fea7Ja3!"SEiIiht,
^House at 201 Third Avenue South, Minneapolis.”"

Dear Sirs:

The Minnesota Historical Society has recently nominated for placement on the 
National Register the above structures. Whereas the City of Minneapolis

(1) had requested a delay of this nomination through the Director 
of the Minnesota State Historical Society and,

(2) is currently reviewing the structures through the City's 
Planning Commission, the Heritage Preservation Commission and 
the City Council,

we respectfully request that the above structures not be placed on the National 
Register until the City has completed its review and made a determination on 
the merits of the nomination.

Sine

ao. Chairperson 
Intef^Governmental Relations Committee 
Minneapolis City CouncilJC:mr
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ENTRIES IN THE NATICMAL REGISTER

STATE MI'riSSOTA

Date Entered NOV 2 8 1978

Name Location

Milwaukee Road Depot and Freight House Jlinneapolis 
Hennepin County

Cappelen Memorial Bridge Minneapolis 
Hennepla County

LigiitReeper's House Grand Marais
Cook County

Bartholomew, Piley Lucas, House P-ichfield
Hennepin Coxmty

Limnological Research Station Duluth
St. Louis County

Pioneer Mine Buildings and Headfraioe Ely
St. Louis County

Bruce Mine Headframe Chisholm vicinity 
St. Louis County

Stewart Memorial Church Minneapolis 
Hennepin County

Lincoln School Building Virginia
St. Louis Coimty

Also Notified
Honorable Wendell R. Anderson 
Honorable David Duranberger 
Honorable Donald MacKay Fraser 
Honorable James L. Oberstar 
Honorable Bill Frenzel

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Russell W. Fridley
Director
Minnesota Historical Society
690 Cedar Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

NR Byers/bjr 12/7/78



'Milwaukee,
I

L
^ Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul 

4|f and Pacific Railroad Company
Room 233 Union Sktioij

516 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Phone 312/648-3000
CHICAGO-January 17, 1980
Refer to: S-MN-Farmington Depot

/iP

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of Interior 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Ms. Shull:
Referring to yours of November 13, 1979, your File 661 with respect to 
the possibility of listing the Milwaukee Railroad's Depot at Farmington, 
Minnesota in the National Register of Historic Places. I am sorry that 
■your letter became entangled in other files during the holiday season, 
and while the Milwaukee Road and most of its staff has been working on 
reorganization plans with which I believe you should be familiar.

I wish to indicate in this letter that the Milwaukee does object to the 
listing of the Farmington Depot in the National Register of Historic 
Places because we have found in other Instances when such designation
has been given that it makes it difficult if not entirely impossible for
us to sell the facility. In these critical times for the Milwaukee when
we find it necessary to convert as much unneeded property and facilities
to cash as possible, we need to have freedom to act and to make the 
sales. We find that individuals are reluctant to take on a facility 
which has been designated in the National Register because such designation 
prevents them from utilizing the facility in a way which can be profitable 
to the purchaser.

Surely not all of our depots located in smaller communities should be 
given the designation of a historic place, but it seems to me that an 
overabundance of such places are being placed on the National Register 
to the detriment of the Railroad and not necessarily to the benefit of 
the communities Involved.

Many of these depot facilities can be converted to some other use either 
for warehousing or some type of commercial development if they can be 
conveyed free and clear of any encumbrance such as the encumbrance of 
designation in the National Register of Historic Places and what otherwise 
might have been a very useful facility becomes instead a problem to the 
owner and the community.

I hope that the committee considering the designation of this facility 
will reject the designation and so advise me.
Very truly yours.

J. Stoll
fice President 
312-648-3010

EJS:sp:4:0951
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