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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad Freight House and Depot is 
located on a one acre parcel of land overlooking the St. Croix River on the eastern 
fringe of Stillwater. (The St. Croix River has recently received National Scenic 
Riverway designation preserving the waterfront between the depot and the river.)

The freight house and depot, built in 1883, is a simple vernacular building. 
Exterior ornamentation consists of a series of arched doors and windows on both 
sides of the building. Constructed of limestone and brick the building measures 
200 feet by 40 feet. The limestone foundation walls measure approximately two 
feet thick. The brick bearing walls are eighteen inches thick and thirty feet 
high. (The limestone was quarried in the nearby North Quarry.)

The interior of the building is divided into two sections. The floor 
planking is four inches wide and one inch thick clear maple from the islands and 
shoreline immediately north of Stillwater. The truss system is of heavy timber 
construction. The basement is heavy timber mill construction. The timbers are 
fir and are of clear grain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Freight House and Depot is significant 

under the themes of Commerce, Communication, Engineering, and Transportation.

From the date of its construction in 1883 until recently the commerce of 
Stillwater centered on the railroads -- the freight house and depot served 
virtually every commercial interest in the city. Nearly all goods and materials 
arrived by or were shipped by rail. Products locally produced were sent by rail 
throughout the nation.

During the period from 1883 until the 1920s the freight house and depot 
housed a telegraph office and a railroad Express Agency office. These offices 
served the majority of Stillwater's communication needs for a number of years.
The glass insulators and wooden pegs connecting the telegraph lines to the building 
and distributing them inside have been preserved as have the telegraph and ticket 
windows.

The mill construction and truss system of the building are significant as 
examples of wood structural engineering. The first map of Stillwater (1848) 
indicates that the present site of the building was once Lake St. Croix. There­
fore, the building required elaborately engineered pilings to support the tremendous 
weight of the limestone foundation and brick walls.

One of the most interesting features of the building was its dual use — 
passenger and freight. The building served as a freight house and passenger depot 
until 1955. It is the last 19th century freight house and depot standing in 
Stillwater.

The exterior of the building has been recently cleaned and the interior is 
currently undergoing rehabilitation/preservation for an adaptive use.
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