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CONDITION
Excellent C] Good Q Fair
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1 I Deteriorated I I Ruins Q Unexposed

□ Altered
(Check One)

S Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mayo Foundation House is located at 701 Southwest Fourth Street 
in Rochester. Tl^ mansion was designed by the Minneapolis architectural 
firm of Ellerbe'^nd Associates. This three story, forty seven room stone 
mansion with a central t^er of five stories was conpleted and occupied 
by Dr. and Mrs. WilliaitKj. Mayo in 1918. The exterior of the mansion is 
faced in sandstone except for the third story which is faced with stucco 
and half timbers. The Tudor architecture and cut stone construction 
combine dignity with graciousness in a setting of informal gardens several 
blocks from the Mayo Clinic.

Rising above the main entrance to the mansion is a five story tower. 
This tower was built at Dr. Mayo's request and is reminiscent of the 
tower in his parents' home where his mother followed her hobby of 
astronomy. The fourth floor of the tower contains Dr. Mayo's study. Dr. 
Mayo's amusement room occupies the fifth floor of the tower. During his 
residence this room contained his favorite amusement --a billiards table.

Main entry to the mansion is gained through three sets of double doors. 
The doors are constructed of mahogany and shaped in a tudor arch motif.
The two outermost doors contain leaded glass panels and the inner door, 
which leads onto the main reception hall, retains more ornate decorative 
stained glass panels. To the right of the main entry is an elevator 
which leads from the main floor to the fifth floor of the tower. The 
walls of the reception hall are constructed partially of white carr§|ira 
marble and partially of walnut veneer panelling. The most dominant 
feature in the reception hall is a very ornate player organ, built into the 
wall.

The formal living room -- large enough to accommodate meetings of 
seventy persons the dining room, and William J. Mayo's private library 
-- which contains 1500 volumes of Dr. Mayo's personal books -- are all 
accessible from the reception hall. In addition to these rooms the main 
floor contains an extensive kitchen, pantries, sunrooms, and closets.

A mahogany balustraded staircase, which contains ornate scrollwork, 
leads to the second floor. The second floor contains bedrooms and 
sitting rooms besides closets, baths, and sunrooms.

The third floor consists of one great hall known as Balfour Hall.
After the Mayos gave their home to the Foundation, the third floor ball­
room was panelled in dark New England oak and decorated with hand carved 
emblems of medical schools. The ceiling is thirty feet high and over 
ninety feet in length. The hall was named in honor of the late Dr.
Donald C. Balfour, second director of the Mayo Foundation. At one end 
of this great hall is a grand fireplace and at the other is a stained 
glass window. This window, installed in Balfour Hall in 1943, depicts 
2000 years of medical history. The four panels of the left-hand light 
trace the course of medical education with representations of outstanding 
men, institutions and events. The center light is similarly devoted to 
medical practice and the right-hand light to medical research. Each 
horizontal level of panels is concerned with one particular era of 
medicine, thus emphasizing the interrelation of medical education, 
practice and research.
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PERIOD (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)
I 1 Pre-Columbian I Q 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

( I 18th Century 
I I 19th Century

[58 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S» (Ji Applicable and Known) 1918 “ preSBIlt

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecIc One or More as Appropriate;

Abor iginol
□ Prehistoric 
Q Historic 

[ I Agriculture 
Architecture 

□ Art 
I I Commerce 
r~l Communicotions 
r~l Conservation

I I Education 
1 I Engineering 
[ 1 Industry 
( \ Invention 
I I Landscape

Architecture 
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n Military 
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I I Political 
I I Religion/Phi- 

losophy

H science/medicine
I I Sculpture 
5^ Social/Human­

itarian 
I 1 Theater 
r~| Tronsportation

[ i Urban Planning 
I I Other ('Specify;

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1916-1917 Dr. William J, Mayo built this large, two-and-one-half 
story house with a central tower of five stories. This mansion remained 
his official residence until 1938, when he gave it to the Mayo Foundation 
to use in connection with its program of medical education and research 
primarily "as a meeting place for the exchange of ideas for the good of 
mankind."

"Few men have been more honored in their lifetimes than the Doctor's 
Mayo of Rochester, Minnesota, who pioneered in the so-called 'new surgery' 
that began to develop rapidly in the last decade of the 19th century. 
William J. Mayo was the second son of the pioneer doctor. Dr. William 
Worrall Mayo. William J. and his brother Charles received training from 
their father that was both thorough and covered almost every aspect of 
medical practice. The Mayo brothers went to medical school as a matter 
of course. "Dr, Will" received his degree from Michigan in 1883 and 
"Dr. Charlie" from Chicago Medical College in 1888. After graduating 
from medical school the two brothers joined their father in the successful 
practice of medicine in Rochester.

"Much of the success of the Mayo's was due to the fact that they kept 
abreast of riew advances in medicine and new developments in surgery.
The developments of antiseptic procedures by Joseph Lister revolutionized 
the medical profession. The Mayos were among the first doctors to take 
the appropriate protective measures and firmly establish the proper germ­
killing procedures."^

The "new surgery" developed rapidly, and the Mayo brothers were the 
first doctors credited with the private clinic concept. Certain elements 
had been present in the Mayo method of practice from the beginning, but 
not until 1914 had there appeared "a complete clinic, including laboratories 
housed under one roof, and independent of any hospital." "While the idea 
of group practice was not a new one -- cooperation of a sort among 
clinicians, surgeons, and laboratory men existed in municipal, state, and 
local hospitals -- the Mayos were the first to apply it to the private 
sector and in-doing so they changed the course of medical history."2

1. John D. McDermott, Sites Associated with the Doctors Mayo, Minnesota
The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, Special Report.
p. 5

2. Ibid, p. 8.

(see continuation sheet)________
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8. Significance -- Common Name - The Mayo Foundation House
Historic Name - The William J. Mayo House

The significance of the Mayo Foundation House lies both in its 
association with Dr. William J. Mayo and the architectural style which 
it represents. The Mayo Foundation House is considered an excellent 
example of the pronounced medieval influence on the style of urban 
architecture in the early twentieth century.

received

FEB24I 975 ^
NATIONAL 
register y

GPO 921-724



Property V/U. to Ji->

state (J working

o! s^%KJi
ifooiool

TECHNICAL
Photos_I—
Maps / G<

CONTROL
0. .t.

/.? /-' //
ffio 2/,yHIST^RIAN^

A/eca> S^AA/fcoOf f'ej-riloCe., la.-^

ys; O'
ARCHITECTURAL HIST

'00 S-feMvfirf

l^C^o
k 14V-r £6-T'0S l<^l)y

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

CoU _
BRANCH CHIEF

'otiir
KEEPER

___

National Register Write-up -----------
Federal Register Entry ^ ’ 1.

Send-back
Re-submit

Entered 2 g niF,

IN T :2 t 06- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7









ir.

f.

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MINNESOTA

Date Entered
WAR 2 6 1975

Ncuae Location

Basilica of Saint Mary Minneapolis 
Hennepin Coxinty

Assumption School St. Paul 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Russell W. Fridley, Director 
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