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□ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fif Icnown^ PHYSICAL APPEARANCEAngel s Hill is said to have originally been a derisive term applied by a 
flamboyant resident td that area clustered around the Methodist Church on one 
of the hills above the,cpinmercial district of Taylors Falls,. The neighborhood 
Ts~srfuargd''OTi~a relatively flat bench, isolated from the rest of the village 
by a steep drop to the river and Interstate Park on the east and south peri­
meter, by a ravine on its north edge through which Chisago County road #20 
drops down into the business district,and by an as yet undeveloped,rocky but 
tree covered ridge rising steeply to the west. The neighborhood is bisected b 
the remains of the old Government Road that once linked St.Paul with Lake Sup

The locations of all the buildings in the district are noted on the attach 
site plan. Those of significance are numbered and described below.

1. Schottmuller Brewery c. 18 56i Three story wood frame with low hipped ro 
Clapboard. Set into the hill for immediate access to beer storage caves. Cur­rently being restored for use as store and residence.

2. Village Jail. Date unknown. One story wood frame with attic. Now used a 
ice storage house. Bars in upper window are evidence of its original use.

3. First School House and Community Center. 1852. One story. Clapboard. Wool 
frame. Greek Revival. Now altered to serve as village maintenance garage. Ori 
ginal cupola removed. Building moved from across the street.

4. W.H.C. Folsom House, 1854-55. Two story, clapboard sided, wood frame. 
DistihguisE^ by the unusually delicate treatment of its front porches,the 
Federal style details at the frames of the French doors opening onto the pore! 
es,and the louvered fan lights in the pediments. The house is otherwise Greek 
Revival in style. Except for the later portico at the main entrahce,and for 
kTtchen and bathroom revisions,the house is essentially unaltered. Occupied 
by the Folsom family until its recent acquisition by the Minnesota Historical 
Society,it is now a museum dedicated to Folsom,one of early Minnesota's fore­
most lumbermen, developers, historicans, and legislators.

5. First Methodist Church,1861. Wood frame,clapboard sided on the side and 
rear elevation. Topped by a small domed bell tower. The wider,flat horizontal 
boards appearing only on the front elevation,perhaps to give the illusion of 
stone>are interrupted by four massive pilasters,tapered such that they are wide 
at the base than at the modest capital. The building is typical of the small 
meeting houses recalled by its New England born parishioners. Unaltered excep 
for dropped ceiling,window revisions and new basement. One of the finesjt_exam pies of Greek Revival architecture surviving in Minnesota. J.L.Bullard was 
the carpenter-builder.

6. Site of Taylors Falls School c. 1856. Three story brick building with 
bell tower,designed by J.L.Bullard. Demolished in 1961. Also site of first 
Chisago County buildings removed when county seat changed to Center City.

7. Levi .Folsom House, 1856. Two story clapboard sided, wood frame. Greek 
Revival. Essentially unaltered except for substitution of smaller windows for 
the original French doors and the removal of the front porch.

8. Platt Walker House, c. 1860. Two story wood frame. Greatly altered.
9. Site of Chisago Seminary, c. 1850's. Two story wood frame. Demolished

10. Hodgkinson House, c. 1860. Two story wood frame Greek Revival. French 
doors on the front elevation. First floor now partially covered with asbestos 
siding over original clapboard.

11. George DeAttly House, c. 1860's. One story wood frame, greatly altered.
12». Winglpw House, c. 1857. Two story wood frame, clapboard sided, with woo

blinds. This ~i~S~typ1:cal~~x5T^he New England variation of Greek Revival houses 
prevalent in Minnesota River communities of the 1850*s. Noteworthy is_ the re­
cessed front doorway surrounded above and on the sides by a narrow band of 
g1tasrs"'and framed by pilasters and denticulated architrave. Building entablatu 
especially elaborate for Minnesota Greek Revival. Interior parlor windows are 
simplified frontier adaptation of that illustrated on Plate #6 of Minard 
LaFever's The Beauties of Modern Architecture.

13. House,date unknown. Originally one story wood frame,Greek Revival,the
house has been completely altered,moved back on the site and a flat-roofed 
second story added. , , , , . ,14. House c. 1860. Two story,wood frame clapboard sided. Greek Revival. 
Front windows are inappropriate later addition. Interior completely altered.
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15. Patrick Fox (Fox-Dobney) House, 1852. Story and one-half wood frame. Clap­
board sided with wood blinds. Moved from Bench Street location in 1968, this is 
said to be the oldest village building standing. Good example of Greek Revival 
with small, square columned portico. Now located on site of stagecoach stopping 
house, built in 1850's and demolished in 1932.

18. Thomas Lacey House ca. 1860. Two story wood frame. Clapboard siding. Gable 
end faces street. French doors open from both floor levels to porches which are 
replacement for earlier porches. Original bargeboards removed when exterior of 
jpper story remodeled. Probably built by J.L,' Bullard.
19. Hobbs House, ca. 1860, two story wood frame, clapboard siding. Main entranc 
centered on long side of the building. Greek Revival doorway and Gothic Revival 
jargeboards add character to otherwise undecorated structure. Altered by removal 
of first floor French doors and by replacement of original front porch.
20. McKusick House, ca. 1850. Two story clapboard sided, wood frame Greek Revival, 
doved from Stillwater, Minnesota in 1969. Currently being restored.
21. Nevers House, date unknown. Small story and one half wood frame, clapboard 
siging with wood blinds. Several later additions. Greek Revival with later Vic­
torian embellishment at front entrance.
22. Royal C. Gray House fca. 1864. Two story, clapboard siding, wood frame. Car 
pentier Gothic in style, rich with turned and sawn wood ornamentation.
23. Dresser-Murdock House, 1859. Two story clapboard siding, wood frame with 
French doors ¥t upper and lower floors of street elevation. Building is com- 
jination of several styles having Greek Revival doorway and Gothic Revival barge 
3Q,ards. The Tuscan Italiante tower lavishly decorated with stick and shingle 
style and pierced with round "oeil de boeuf” windows was added together with 
ilastlake style front porch in 1880's by carpenter/builder Thomas Peck.
24. Soap House, date unknown. Except for the wood shed attached to the house, 
the only remaining out-building for the Dresser-Murdock House. Built of local 
jrick, the small structure was used to house the making of soap. Now in ruin­
ous state.
25. House, ca. 1860's. Two story wood frame. Moved from the Milltown section 
of the village around 1900 and greatly altered.
26. Barn, date unknown. Wood frame with vertical sod siding and battens.
27. Barn, date unknown. Wood frame.
28 . Lucius Snail House, ca. 1870. Two story wood frame clapboard siding with 
exterior wood blinds.
29. William Dobney House, ca. 1860's. Two story wood frame, clapboard siding. 
Conservative New England variation of the cube shaped bracketed Italiante house 
(irith low hipped roof and widow's- walk. Somewhat altered at beginning of 20th cen­
tury both on exterior and interior.
30. House, date unknown. Two story wood frame. Greek Revival. Altered with 
Later addition of stucco and with revisions to door and window locations and 
detail. Interior completely altered.
31. Methodist Parsonage, date unknown. Two story wood frame, Greek Revival. 
Altered by addition of grey shingle siding over original clapboard and with 
front porch. Principle feature is handsome recessed doorway.
32. Hovey House, date unknown. Story and one half wood frame, clapboard siding
3reek Revival.---------
33. House, ca. 1890. Story and one half, wood frame, clapboard sided. Greek 
Revival to which two story wood frame wing has been added.



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

national register of historic places
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Ml rmpsota
COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

L------APR 1 1 WZ
(Number .11 entries) 3. Significance (cont.)
34. Wellhead - wood restored. Supplied entire district above W. H, 

Folsom House with drinking water until 1915.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Between 1840 and 1870 settlers were attracted from New England and parti­

cularly the forests of Maine to the timber rich St. Croix Valley. For a bri^f 
period it was the Northern white pine cent.er_of the world. In a setting of 
rolling hills, formidable rock outcroppings and thick forests that strongly 
resembled their homeland, the New Englanders built villages closely resemblj[ng 
those they had left. The national architectural style was Greek Revival and 
it was equally popular in New England, but with their interest in economy tc 
gether with a desire for as much sunlight as possible, the Yankees tended tc 
discard the high ceilings and shaded porticoes of warmer regions and apply 
Grecian detail tcy-structures which were otherwise Georgian or Federal in 
style. The styJ/6 of Angel's Hill buildings is mainly the New England varia­
tion of Greek Revival^

The buildings of Angel's Hill have an infinite variety„.o£-detail but are 
almost all built of solid white pine frame covered with white clapboard and
trimmed with green painted exterior wood blinds. Foundations and numerous 
■fetaxning~«7alls lining its roadwa^'We'TrsiflS true ted of local traprock or sarjd-
stone. The church, while in complete harmony in material, color and design 
with its neighbors, dominates the district physically, socially and spirit­
ually. The total effect is one of unity but not monotony.

When the lumber supply was depleted, the ec^omy declined as there was 
only agriculture and tourism to sustain the area. Angel's Hill, physically 
isolated from the rest of the village, was spared both the ravages of fire 
that destroyed the business district, and the need to replace its existing 
small buildings with larger ones of non-related scale and style. It sur­
vived relatively unchanged^ Today's prosperity has allowed the district to 
make essential repairs and some architecturally inappropriate alterations, 
but the physical isolation of the neighborhood has contined to discourage 
such contemporary innovations as drive-ins and filling stations.

While there are unquestionably important old buildings in other communi­
ties which individually equal or surpass in historic and architectural merit 
those of this district it is a handsome collection of well maintained and 
actively used ^44 buildings each in the proper context of its natural settin 
that is the/real si^nificaiiqe of Angel's Hill.
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12- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION

Ab the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89^65), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the. criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

Natiormf. C;] ■. , , Statp, 0 L.pcal_ Q| .

Marne

Title Director,Minnesota HistoricalSociety

Date
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic^^etvation
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April 27, 1971
Angel’s Hill Historic District
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XXX
Please indicate acreage of nominated property ,(not the rectangle 

enclosing the property) in Part 10 of the form.

A photo^aph of a street scene or overhead shot (such as 
taken from a higher building or steeple) \70uld be very helpful in 
conveying a sense of the ovefall apnearance of the nominated property, 
if such might be available.

XXX '■^hat is the reason for including the entire left (west) 
nortion of the nominated area vrithin the District? The concentration of 

significant sites seems to be exclusively in the east half, with the exception 
of properties #16 and #17, which might better be submitted as separate nomina­

tions, in that they are apnarently somewhat distant from 
heart of the district. Thank you
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Fort Snelling Branch (Building 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55777 • 672-726-7777

November 11,1971

Mr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register
United States Department of the Interior 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is the nomination of Angel's Hill Historic District, 
Taylors Falls, Minnesota with all the requested corrections.

Though we did change the boundaries of the district somewhat, we 
believe that most of the area west of the main concentration of houses 
should be retained. Mr. Bill Scott, Chairman of the Preservation of 
Historical Buildings Committee, Minnesota Society of Architects has 
given the following reasons for wanting to preserve this portion of 
Angel’s Hill:

^'The land at the west end of the district is a ruggedly 
scenic, tree-covered area which has resisted development 
to date, largely because of the great expense involved in 
blasting to a sufficient depth into solid basaltic rock, 
those utilities such as water and sewer which are subject to 
freezing. The rock is a continuance of that in the nearby 
"Glacial Gardens" of the Dalles of the St. Croix and in the 
western edge of the district it is seldom far below the surface 
of the land. There are also frequent and often dramatic rock 
outcroppings. The trail that was once Hill Street between the 
platted, but never-built sections of West and Chestnut Streets, 
is dotted with shallow cellars of early Angel's Hill area 
houses which were later moved out or abandoned after water 
and sewer became 20th century necessities. Only in that area 
where soil deep enough to accommodate underground utilities 
have buildings survived and House #10 is able to receive water 
only during the warm months from shallow piping.

The area is included within the proposed district's boundaries 
because of the isolation it has provided the developed eastern 
section of Angel's Hill, discouraging growth and significant 
changes in the latter; and because its high, unspoiled hills 
contribute the backdrop that peirmits Angel's Hill to retain 
an essentially rural 19th century setting that is such an 
essential part of its unique charm."

rely.

Diana Mitchelll 
Historic Sites Survey

,, Founded 1849 The oldest institution in the state



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Fort Snelling Branch (Buildins 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55777 • 672-726-7777

IToveniber 24, 1971

Mr. Ernest A. Connally
Office of Archaeology and Historic Presex’vation 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street Northwest 
V/ushington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Connally,

Enclosed are three nominations for the National P.egister of Historic 

Places.

The Kiesling House and Angel's Hill Historic district are being resub­
mitted along with the additional material requested by your office.

The Union Depot is a new nomination. Addition^ material will be 

forwarded on the interior of the structure ^d the plans for adapta­
tion and restoration as soon as they are available. The nomination 

was submitted at this time in order that the Duluth Housing and 

Redevelopment could apply for a grant under HUD.

If there are questions on any of the enclosed material contact me at 
the above number.

Resnectfully,/'^Q'CMXJL
Diana Mitchell 
Svirvey and Planning

■ ' :h- i
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.Minnesota Heritage Enterprises, Inc.
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The Schottmuller Building
¥

, .-Zj
100 Government Street

r Taylors Falls, Minnesota 55084

.Karch 22, 19 72

Th. Schollmull.r Building 
Constructed 18S6 

R.tlorotion begun 1970.

Congressi^an John A. Blatnik 
liouse Office rsuilriinc 
V'/ashington, D.C.

R e: cs'/*
'/■'X ^

■^OHN A. LL.. , WiK

D e ar hr. B1 a t n i k:

Kg s/.ould like to ask your i;elp in expediting, approval 
the .-.naolE viil dist.rict of J’n\JLors Palls as an his 

tie National’’llegister of the iiational Perkdistrict on 

In

toric
Service.

the estimate of 
area of Tailors Falls is 
districts in the state.

the Minnesota ifistorical Society this 
one of tiiG most imnort^'nt historic
Pap<-.Ts v.>ere subi'.;itted lost year for

nomination of this district on the National Reoister, and re­
submitted after certain que»?tions have been answered.

Alt ough word had been received that other places in other 
parts of the state have been approved, no word has come regarding 
this district, alt 'Ough f-e historical committee ox the 
Kinnesota American Institute of .Architects group has been assured 
by the Historical Society that the necessary papers 'nave been 
forwarded to Washington,

A number of old houses on \n .els ::ill are beina restored 
by private individuals and our company is in process of restoring 
the Scliottniullor Building shown above. .All of the liouses restored 
by priv ite rrieans rem.ain on the tax rolls and enhance the 
appearance and historic significance of the village.

We should be very grateful to you if you would inquire of 
the Ke per of Records for the .h’-ticaal Register, National Park 
Service, why the Angels iiill application has not been appr oved, 
end use your good offices to have it done soon.

I am se.nding with this letters copies of North Shore heritage 
and The Dulles Visitor, as well as an article (copy) fro:n the 
Chisago County Pres_s regarding Angels .Hill. I should also 
appreciate knowing'whether the U.S. office of tourism is 
interested in distributinc such publications through its various 
foreign outlets. As you know, we in your district attract much 
interest, particularly in the Scandinavian countries because of 
our family ties with those countries.

T'ithi many thanks for your assistance, and good wishes for 
you and the rest of our ticket in th.e elections,

Sincerely,



- JOHN^. BLATNIK 
8th district, Kiinnesota

CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

Room 2449
Rayburi^ouse OmcE Bldg. Consregg of tlte fHntfeft

Housie of l^ejpresientatibesi 
9i!aas(tlinston, B.C 20515

March 27, 1972

Mr. George Hartzog, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear George:

Enclosed is information I have received from the Minnesota
Heritage Enterprises, Inc. of Taylors Falls concerning approval of 
the Angels Hill disFrict of^at city as a national historic site.

The local committee has put together an impressive compilation 
of information which would certainly appear to justify favorable action 
by the National Park Service. I submit this material for your fair and, 
hopefully, favorable consideration at your earliest opportunity.

With every good wish.

Sincerely,

JAB:emv
Enclosures

n A. Blatnik, M, C
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Dt«r BljitoiAi
S: ^

lit art |^9«uie& te aolmoirltdgc your iwixiiry ia bthalf of lit. Htltn M.
White of the mxBBmooit* Heritage Baterpriaw, &e., eaTO«mtiig i^liectioa 
of the Mtvsf^ BUI diatriet of fti^Xoxa fhlla to ^ Itatieoal Ri^^btwr.

: t' Wt igpreelete ymt iatweat la thla aaitter tad vlii prori&e you a 
reply «t e«ar earllwt cfportmiity.

• • -yhiK:'.'- -

,v^*'-.:' .;«"v ^:.r-'

Sii^erely youxa,
_B. Hartzogi Jr^
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MltStESOra ______

Date Entered APR 11 -972

Name

Klimesota V&llev' I^storaticni Project/ 
Mettorial Park
(Shakc^pce Historic District)

4V&gel*s Bill Historic District

. - V, •

Also Notified

Bon» Walter P» Mondalo 
Boa, Kubert B. Komphrcy 
Boa* John h* Blatalk 
Hon. Ancher Nelsen 
Director, Northeast Region 

/ HR
NEowland:mm 4/6/72
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Location

Shakopem 
Scott Co^inty

TaylorB Falls 
Cliisago Oo\mty
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XX-. X 
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By ^
' ■■ X: , -■

: : - :■ ■t-'"

State Liaieoa Officer x r^X
Dr. Bassell W. Fridley 
Director --r-tm
llinuesota tiietorloal Society 
690 Cedar Street 
St. Faai, Minnesota 55101
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