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\7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
□ Excellent K Good □ Fair
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□ Deterioroted I I Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
E Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)

□ Moved (33 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL Cif knoivn^ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alexander Faribault house is located at 12 N.E, First Avenue on the 
west bank of the Straight River in Faribault, Minnesota. It is one of the 
oldest frame houses in the state. The house was built in two sections al- 
though the sections were built at the same time. The back section_^had to 
bp rebuilt when the Rice County Historical Society acquired the house~in

The outside of the Faribault house is white with green shutters, and is 
^0 feet juidfij 7h feet long, and 30 feet high. At the front of the house 
there is a porch_the widtTT'of the house and about 10 feet high. On the 
north end of the porch is the front door, which has two windows to the 
left of it. Above the porch is the upstairs portion of the house. Two 
windows face the street with a door between them which leads to the porch 
roof. Above this door is an additional window.

The first floor of the Faribault house originally contained an entrance 
hall, a parlor and sitting room, and office and music room, a kitchen and 
a summer kitchen. Upstairs there were six bedrooms, a sewing room, and a 
large hall. The interior has been restored to its original appearance ex< 
cept for one of the kitchens, which is now the custodian's quarters; and 
three of the bedrooms, which are now used for storage.

Most of the furniture in the house was not owned by Faribault, but all of 
it is from the period during which his house was built. The parlor, for 
example, contains a braided wool rug, a Bay Statie Franklin stove, a sofa 
and two chairs, a settee, crystal chandeliers, a square Steinway piano, a 
comb Windsor chair, a center table, several srtiall pedestal tables, wall 
sconces, and a portrait of Faribault.

One of the most unique features of the house are thp^wood-panel paintings 
done by Faribault's father, Jean Baptiste Faribault. Another important 
feature of the house is the method of pouring sand between the studdings 
of the walls to serve as an insulation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Alexander Faribault constructedthe Faribault house, the 
dence in Rice County, in 18^3addition to being his home 
his wife and'ten childre^ the building also serv^ aa. the city* s first civi 
and conference center, \>f?^ling place and churcl\^-^^^^fter Faribault 's'death in 
1882, the house was allowecTtb deteriorate for almost 63 years. Finally, in 
19U?, the Rice County Historical Society acquired the structure as a monu­
ment to the founder of Faribault.
Faribault first arrived in the city which bears his name in l81ili. His goal 
was to establish a trading post where the Indians could barter their furs 
for cloth, weapons and other goods. Earlier he had operated two other trad­
ing posts and prior to that he had lived and worked with his father, also a 
fur trader in Mendota.
Faribault came from a distinguished family. Born in I8O6 at Frairie dU' Chien 
he vras the son of Jean Baptiste Faribault, a man of prominence, whose father 
Barthelmy Faribault, had served as military scretary to the French army in 
Canada under General Montcalm and as Royal Bailiff at LeMans,. France.
Despite this distinguished ancestry, Faribault had a deep concern for those 
less fortunate than himself. His most remarkable qualities were his gener­
osity, compassion and tolerance.
le gave freely to both the Catholic and Protestant churches. He distributed 
the sum of $3000 to Father George ^^eller, first resident priest of Faribault 
for the construction of the first Catholic Church in Faribault, gave Bishop 
Henry Whipple ten acres of land for the Episcopal Church he served and dona­
ted Shattuck and Seabury Divinity Schools to the Church.
Faribault also concerned himself with the plight of the Indians. He is givet 
credit for the fact that Rice County never experienced trouble with the Siou::. 
In]85l he helped formulate a treaty between the Indians and some newly arrived 
settlers which allowed the settlers to possess the Sioux lands west of the 
Mississippi. Without Faribault's aid the treaty might not have been made.
In 1862, at the same time as he helped organize a company of men to help crush 
the Sioux uprising in the Minnesota River Valley, he allowed the Sioux to caiip 
near his trading post and gave them food and credit.
Thus, Faribault must be remembered not only for his contribution to the deve!. 
opment of a city, but also for the unique personal qualities which he possessed.
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