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1. Name Is..,,', . .... i^.

P"'”’'* MAY 2 8 1980*f!
pate entered ..

historic Historic Resources of Isanti County (Partial Inventory)

and/or common

2. Location
street & number The County Limits of Isanti County, Minnesota not for publication

city, town vicinity of congressional district 8th

state Minnesota code 22 county Isanti code 059

3. Classification - Multiple Resources

Category
district
building(s)
structure
site
object

Ownership
public
private
both

Public Acquisition
in process 
being considered

Status
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple Ownership — see individual forms

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder's Office — Isanti County Courthouse

street & number 237 SW 2nd Ave.

city, town Cambridge state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
statewide Survey of Historic 

title Resources has this property been determined elegible?

date 1979 federal state . county local

depository for survey records Minnesota Historical Society — 240 Summit Avenue-Hill House 

city,town St. Paul state Minnesota



7. Description - - see individual forms

Condition
excellent deteriorated

Check one 
unaltered

Check one
original site

good
fair

ruins
unexposed

Altered moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

See Area Description
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Isanti County is located in the east-central part of Minnesota, 
thirty miles north of the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and one hundred 
miles southwest of Duluth. Chisago County borders to the east, Anoka 
County to the south, Sherburne and Millfr Lacs Counties to the west, 
and Kanabec County to the north. The county boundaries follow the 
straight lines of the government survey system.

The topography of the county varies from nearly level over 
most of the area to rolling in the northern townships, and features 
several small lakes and streams. The Rum River, the county's major 
waterway, follows a meandering course.

Originally Isanti County lay within the southern limit of the 
great pine forest of Minnesota. Today the cultivated fields covering 
the county and scantily wooded pasture lands bear witness to the 
dramatic transformation that has taken place since settlement. Only 
scattered wooded areas in the northern tier of townships remain of 
the once dense pine forest.

The county shares with other Minnesota counties a history of 
European exploration and fur trading activity and an early Indian 
heritage. The earliest Euro-Americans in the region are believed 
to have been the French explorers Radisson and Grosseliers, who 
traversed the area in the 1650s. They were followed by Father Hennepin 
in 1680. At that time the area was the home of four Sioux tribes, known 
as the Isanyati or Isantees.

When the Indian treaties of 1837 opened the lands between the St. Croix 
and the Mississippi, the rich pine forests lured lumbermen to the area and 
precipitated the first permanent white settlements in the county. Daniel 
Stanchfield discovered the area's lumber potential on a trip to the area in 
1847, and by 1852 over twenty logging firms were operating on the Rum River 
within the county. Most of the early loggers were of American descent and 
were responsible for many of the county's place names. Although the majority 
were transients, the group included the county's first permanent settlers.

In the early 1850s a group of New Englanders, settled in the regions of 
the Rum River in what became known as Spencer Brook. Another concentration of 
Yankees was located along the banks of the Rum towards the eastern edge of 
the county. Here the small settlement of Cambridge was founded to serve as 
a post office and central place. It was platted in 1856, and became the 
county seat when Isanti County was formed in 1857. As in other areas of the 
state, the 1850s were characterized by a wave of speculative townsites, 
most of which proved unsuccessful.

Isanti's speculative period was an unstable one, and little further 
settlement occurred until land was opened up for homesteading in 1862. The 
1860s began a new phase of county development as Swedish and German immigrants
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began to settle the region. Isanti County is noted as the area of 
highest concentration of Swedish settlement in America. Immigration 
occurred in two waves, the first during the late 1860s and early 
1870s and the second a decade later. The population filled in during 
this period of immigration; the 1860 count of 284 had grown to 5,063 
by 1880 and to 7,607 by 1890. By 1886 all of the townships were 
organized and initial settlement had been completed.

Historically, the county mi^t be characterized as a predominantly 
agricultural region with strong ethnic concentrations. The absence 
of towns is notable. Rather, settlement cores developed as service 
areas for the surrounding rural community. Over twenty-three "cross­
roads communities" sprang up during the late nineteenth century.

Railroad trackage did not reach the county until 1899, but the 
railroad's effects on county settlement date to the late 1860s when 
odd numbered sections of government land were granted to the railroad 
and offered for sale. The Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad 
launched on a major project to draw settlers to the county, extensively 
circulating their propaganda in Sweden.

When the Eastern Railway Company (now the Great Northern) finally built 
a line through eastern Isanti County in 1899, the region entered a new 
phase of its development. The county did not experience the sudden boom in 
population experienced in regions reached by railroads at earlier dates, but 
the road brought considerable growth to the city of Cambridge, caused new 
communities (Braham and Grandy) to be platted, and caused the village of 
Isanti to move to its present trackside location. The railroad facilitated 
trade and shipping for the county and established its trackside towns as 
important centers for the rural population.

The county's basic layout has remained intact since the completion of 
the railroad in 1899. Most of the county is rural, spotted with remnants 
of the crossroads communities; often now consisting only of an empty 
school, store, or a cluster of houses. The major population centers are all 
located on the Great Northern Rail Line. In recent years the county's 
proximity to the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area has assumed an 
increasing importance. The southeastern part of the county (particularly 
the cities of Cambridge and Isanti) has experienced new growth with the 
influx of a commuter population.

The architecture of the county follows the typical building patterns 
of other rural midwestern areas. The earliest Euro-American buildings were 
of log, sod, or dugout construction. These were replaced in later years by 
simple frame structures of modest proportions and design. Wood is the 
dominant construction material for both residential and agricultural 
structures. Commercial buildings in the rural areas and the earliest 
commercial buildings in the more populated centers are also of frame 
construction. In the larger trackside communities masonry commercial 
buildings dominate the business streetscape.

Buildings in Cambridge, Isanti, and Braham are situated on streets 
which follow a strict grid system. The buildings in the crossroad communities 
and on the county's numerous farmsteads are usually oriented to county roads, 
which follow the grid of section lines except where they bend to accommodate 
the contour of the topography.
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8. Significance - See individual forms

Period Areas of Significance-—Check and justify below
prehistoric arnheningy-prehistoric community pianninq iandscape architecture . religion
1400-1499 archeoiogy-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agricuiture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military ----- . social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settiement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

See Area Significance



ISANTI COUNTY -

The significance of the area now known as Isanti County lies in 
its continuous history as a predominantly rural agricultural region of 
the state within the area of highest concentration of Swedish settle­
ment in America. As an area where ethnic concentrations have endured 
and where agriculture has remained the county's economic base, the 
county has a remarkably undisturbed historic fabric which provides a 
valuable model for the study of immigrant settlement patterns and the 
development of agriculture in east-central Minnesota.

The earliest pennanent white settlements in the county were 
made by native-born Americans who first engaged in lumbering and later 
turned to farming when the forests were depleted. A notable structure 
associated with the county's earliest settlement and its largest native- 
born American population is Isanti School District No. I (1874, Spencer 
Brook).

The Yankees who scantily populated the area in the 1850s were 
followed by German and Swedish immigrants, who began arriving in the 
early 1860s. St. John's German Lutheran Church (1882) Bradford Township) 
is a well-preserved structure linked to the German population which settled 
in southern parts of the county and made up the county's second largest 
immigrant group. The Swedes who settled the region were by far the largest 
and dominant ethnic group; Isanti's Swedish population is frequently noted 
as the center of the more pietistic groups that broke off from the Swedish 
State Church (Lutheran) and thus contrasts from the predominantly Swedish 
Lutheran population of neighboring Chisago County. The Svenska Mission 
Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge (1897, Maple Ridge Township) is significant for 
its association with this large non-Lutheran Swedish population.

Agriculture has been an underlying theme in county development since 
settlement. The Linden Barn (1914, Isanti Township) provides a link with the 
Swedish population that farmed the county's rural areas, and is associated 
with the county's important dairying industry. The Erickson Farmstead 
(ca.l915, Athens Township) is a particularly handsome representative of a 
brief but extremely prosperous period in the county's agriculture, the 
potato boom of 1890-1920. Cooperatives were establsihed across the county 
and have played crucial roles in the development of area agriculture. The 
Farmers Mercantile Cooperative of West Stanford (1926, Stanford Township) 
is representative of the organizations formed by area farmers to solve 
economic problems.

In a rural county dominated by foreign immigrants rural education played 
an important role in not only educating area children but also naturalizing 
foreigners. The West Riverside School (1898, Cambridge Township), one of 
the county's best preserved rural schools, represents the importance of 
rural places of learning in the county's history.
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The buildings in the county are architecturally significant in that 
they represent vernacular building trends in rural counties settled by 
immigrant populations. Notable public and semi-public examples are 
St. Johns Lutheran Church (1882, Bradford Township), the Svenska Mission 
Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge (1897, Maple Ridge Township), and the West 
Riverside School (1898, Cambridge Township). Agricultural buildings of 
interest include the locally atypical but focal Linden Barn (1914,
Isanti Township), built on the round barn plan, and the more typical but 
impressively scaled Erickson Farmstead (ca.l915, Athens Township). Both 
the home at the Erickson Farm and the Oscar Olson Home (1914, Braham) 
are domestic structures notable for their conscious attention to design.
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Nineteenth century pre-railroad urban development was most extensive in 
the county seat of Cambridge; the Isanti County Courthouse (1887,
Cambridge) continues to mark the city as the most important urban center 
of the county. The limited additional urban settlement precipitated by 
the 1899 rail construction is linked to the Oscar Olson House (1914,
Braham), the home of one of the community leaders of the new trackside 
towns platted at the turn-of-the-century.
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9. Major Bibliographical References
See attached sheets

10. Geographical Data — See individual forms
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List alt states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Britta Bloomberg — Research Historian-Survey

organization Minnesota Historical Society date February 1980

street & number 240 Summit Avenue-Hill House telephone 612-296-0101

city or town St. Paul state Minnesota

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national ------state ___ local See individual forms

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Russell W. Fridley
title state Historic Preservation Officer date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register-- v ./"v'

Attest: .•v‘ ■

•>;s;
date:#;? I

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 8 3 5
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ISANTI COUNTY

The basis of the survey for this nomination is an inventory of 
structures which are indicative of various aspects of the county's 
history. Structures were identified and inventoried during a 
county wide survey conducted during the late summer and fall of 1979,

Selection of structures for the inventory included both field 
reconnaissance of pre-identified sites and isolation of sites on a 
purely visual basis. Pre-identification of sites was limited to a 
small number of the most significant locations (those unique on a 
county wide scale, or significantly linked with some aspect of county 
history.) County histories, individual community histories, and 
photographs from both the state society and private collections were 
researched for site-specific information. General references to 
common buildings were not noted.
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Township maps from the 1914 Isanti County Atlas were copied for 

field use. Plat maps on file in the county recorder's office were 
researched for original plat information (proprietors, survey and 
filing dates) and for additional dates. The filing dates for the 
various platted areas were noted on current highway department city maps. 
This collection of maps was useful in gaining a localized sense of 

..development for areas of the county.

All city streets were walked or driven. All rural non-farm 
structures, pre-identified sites, and locally suggested buildings 
were visited. The roads connecting these dispersed sites provided 
strong sampling of the rural landscape. Pre-identified sites were 
inventoried regardless of integrity. Other buildings with unusual 
integrity or unique features were also inventoried. In general, 
structures built before 1940 were considered for an inventory.

Follow-up information (both localized specific and generalized 
contextual) on some sites was gathered to help establish significance.

In each region of the county, at least one and in most cases 
several local contacts were made through the county historical society 
and by random inquiry. These were most often helpful in locating 
information on selected properties, but also in pointing out additional 
locations for inventory.

From the inventory of over 150 sites, nine individual structures 
were selected for nomination to the National Register, mostly on the 
basis of their significance within the county. Information and photo­
graphs on all sites are recorded on inventory forms for a permanent 
record.
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Isanti County
Properties Included in Multiple Resource Nomination

Settlement
wIsanti School District No. I, Spencer Brook Township

German Evangelical Lutheran Church St. Johns, Bradford Township 
t^Svenska Mission Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge, Maple Ridge Township

Agriculture
Linden Barn, Isanti Township 
Erickson Farmstead, Athens Township

fc- Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Company of West Stanford, Stanford Township

Politics/Government
Isanti County Courthouse, Cambridge

Education
1/ West Riverside School, Cambridge Township

Commerce
Oscar Olson House, Braham
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National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type aii entries—compiete appiicabie sections__________________________

1. Name ^ ^ . ]

ForHCnSoM^ 

recelvwljg^ 2 g 1980

(teteenhMwl

historic Historic Resources of Isanti County (Partial Inventory)

and/or common

2. Location
street & number The County Limits of Isanti County, Minnesota not for publication

city, town vicinity of congressional district 8th

state Minnesota code 22 county Isanti code 059

3. Classification - Multiple Resources

Category
district
building(s)
structure
site
object

Ownership
public
private
both

Public Acquisition
in process

___ being considered

Status
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
___ agriculture

commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple Ownership — see individual forms

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder's Office — Isanti County Courthouse

street & number 237 SW 2nd Ave.

city, town Cambridge state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
statewide Survey of Historic 

title Resources has this property been determined elegible?

date 1979 federal . state . county

city,town St. Paul state Minnesota

. local

depository for survey records Minnesota Historical Society — 240 Summit Avenue-Hill House
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7. Description - - see individual forms

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
nond ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

See Area Description
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Isanti County is located in the east-central part of Minnesota, 
thirty miles north of the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and one hundred 
miles southwest of Duluth. Chisago County borders to the east, Anoka 
County to the south, Sherburne and Mille Lacs Counties to the west, 
and Kanabec County to the north. The county boundaries follow the 
straight lines of the government survey system.

The topography of the county varies from nearly level over 
most of the area to rolling in the northern townships, and features 
several small lakes and streams. The Rum River, the county's major 
waterway, follows a meandering course.

Originally Isanti County lay within the southern limit of the 
great pine forest of Minnesota. Today the cultivated fields covering 
the county and scantily wooded pasture lands bear witness to the 
dramatic transformation that has taken place since settlement. Only 
scattered wooded areas in the northern tier of townships remain of 
the once dense pine forest.

The county shares with other Minnesota counties a history of 
European exploration and fur trading activity and an early Indian 
heritage. The earliest Euro-Americans in the region are believed 
to have been the French explorers Radisson and Grossellers, who 
traversed the area in the 1650s. They were followed by Father Hennepin 
in 1680. At that time the area was the home of four Sioux tribes, known 
as the Isanyati or Isantees.

When the Indian treaties of 1837 opened the lands between the St. Croix 
and the Mississippi, the rich pine forests lured lumbermen to the area and 
precipitated the first permanent white settlements in the county. Daniel 
Stanchfield discovered the area's lumber potential on a trip to the area in 
1847, and by 1852 over twenty logging firms were operating on the Rum River 
within the county. Most of the early loggers were of American descent and 
were responsible for many of the county's place names. Although the majority 
were transients, the group included the county's first permanent settlers.

In the early 1850s a group of New Englanders, settled in the regions of 
the Rum River in what became known as Spencer Brook. Another concentration of 
Yankees was located along the banks of the Rum towards the eastern edge of 
the county. Here the small settlement of Cambridge was founded to serve as 
a post office and central place. It was platted in 1856, and became the 
county seat when Isanti County was formed in 1857. As in other areas of the 
state, the 1850s were characterized by a wave of speculative townsites, 
most of which proved unsuccessful.

Isanti's speculative period was an unstable one, and little further 
settlement occurred until land was opened up for homesteading in 1862. The 
1860s began a new phase of county development as Swedish and German immigrants
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began to settle the region. Isanti County is noted as the area of a
highest concentration of Swedish settlement in America. Immigration i
occurred in two waves, the first during the late 1860s and early ^
1870s and the second a decade later. The population filled in during 
this period of immigration; the 1860 count of 284 had grown to 5,063 
by 1880 and to 7,607 by 1890. By 1886 all of the townships were 
organized and initial settlement had been completed.

Historically, the county might be characterized as a predominantly 
agricultural region with strong ethnic concentrations. The absence 
of towns is notable. Rather, settlement cores developed as service 
areas for the surrounding rural community. Over twenty-three "cross­
roads communities" sprang up during the late nineteenth century.

Railroad trackage did not reach the county until 1899, but the 
railroad's effects on county settlement date to the late 1860s when 
odd numbered sections of government land were granted to the railroad 
and offered for sale. The Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad 
launched on a major project to draw settlers to the county, extensively 
circulating their propaganda in Sweden.

When the Eastern Railway Company (now the Great Northern) finally built 
a line through eastern Isanti County in 1899, the region entered a new 
phase of its development. The county did not experience the sudden boom in 
population experienced in regions reached by railroads at earlier dates, but 
the road brought considerable growth to the city of Cambridge, caused new 
communities (Braham and Grandy) to be platted, and caused the village of 
Isanti to move to its present trackside location. The railroad facilitated 
trade and shipping for the county and established its trackside towns as 
important centers for the rural population.

The county's basic layout has remained intact since the completion of 
the railroad in 1899. Most of the county is rural, spotted with remnants 
of the crossroads communities; often now consisting only of an empty 
school, store, or a cluster of houses. The major population centers are all 
located on the Great Northern Rail Line. In recent years the county's 
proximity to the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area has assumed an 
increasing importance. The southeastern part of the county (particularly 
the cities of Cambridge and Isanti) has experienced new growth with the 
influx of a commuter population.

The architecture of the county follows the typical building patterns 
of other rural midwestern areas. The earliest Euro-American buildings were 
of log, sod, or dugout construction. These were replaced in later years by 
simple frame structures of modest proportions and design. Wood is the 
dominant construction material for both residential and agricultural 
structures. Commercial buildings in the rural areas and the earliest 
commercial buildings in the more populated centers are also of frame 
construction. In the larger trackside communities masonry commercial 
buildings dominate the business streetscape.

Buildings in Cambridge, Isanti, and Braham are situated on streets 
which follow a strict grid system. The buildings in the crossroad communities 
and on the county's numerous farmsteads are usually oriented to county roads, 
which follow the grid of section lines except where they bend to accommodate 
the contour of the topography.



8. Significance -- see individual forms

Period
prehistoric

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 ___ agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

See Area Significance
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ISANTI COUNTY '•

The significance of the area now known as Isanti County lies in 
its continuous history as a predominantly rural agricultural region of 
the state within the area of highest concentration of Swedish settle­
ment in America. As an area where ethnic concentrations have endured 
and where agriculture has remained the county's economic base, the 
county has a remarkably undisturbed historic fabric which provides a 
valuable model for the study of immigrant settlement patterns and the 
development of agriculture in east-central Minnesota.

The earliest permanent white settlements in the county were 
made by native-born Americans who first engaged in lumbering and later 
turned to farming when the forests were depleted. A notable structure 
associated with the county's earliest settlement and its largest native- 
born American population is Isanti School District No. I (1874, Spencer 
Brook).

The Yankees who scantily populated the area in the 1850s were 
followed by German and Swedish immigrants, who began arriving in the 
early 1860s. St. John's German Lutheran Church (1882) Bradford Township) 
is a well-preserved structure linked to the German population which settled 
in southern parts of the county and made up the county's second largest 
immigrant group. The Swedes who settled the region were by far the largest 
and dominant ethnic group; Isanti's Swedish population is frequently noted 
as the center of the more pietistic groups that broke off from the Swedish 
State Church (Lutheran) and thus contrasts from the predominantly Swedish 
Lutheran population of neighboring Chisago County. The Svenska Mission 
Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge (1897, Maple Ridge Township) is significant for 
its association with this large non-Lutheran Swedish population.

Agriculture has been an underlying theme in county development since 
settlement. The Linden Barn (1914, Isanti Township) provides a link with the 
Swedish population that farmed the county's rural areas, and is associated 
with the county's important dairying industry. The Erickson Farmstead 
(ca.l915, Athens Township) is a particularly handsome representative of a 
brief but extremely prosperous period in the county's agriculture, the 
potato boom of 1890-1920. Cooperatives were establsihed across the county 
and have played crucial roles in the development of area agriculture. The 
Farmers Mercantile Cooperative of West Stanford (1926, Stanford Township) 
is representative of the organizations formed by area farmers to solve 
economic problems.

In a rural county dominated by foreign immigrants rural education played 
an important role in not only educating area children but also naturalizing 
foreigners. The West Riverside School (1898, Cambridge Township), one of 
the county's best preserved rural schools, represents the importance of 
rural places of learning in the county's history.
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Nineteenth century pre-railroad urban development was most extensive in 
the county seat of Cambridge; the Isanti County Courthouse (1887,
Cambridge) continues to mark the city as the most important urban center 
of the county. The limited additional urban settlement precipitated by 
the 1899 rail construction is linked to the Oscar Olson House (1914,
Braham), the home of one of the community leaders of the new trackside 
towns platted at the turn-of-the-century.

The buildings in the county are architecturally significant in that 
they represent vernacular building trends in rural counties settled by 
immigrant populations. Notable public and semi-public examples are 
St. Johns Lutheran Church (1882, Bradford Township), the Svenska Mission 
Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge (1897, Maple Ridge Township), and the West 
Riverside School (1898, Cambridge Township). Agricultural buildings of 
interest include the locally atypical but focal Linden Barn (1914,
Isanti Township), built on the round barn plan, and the more typical but 
impressively scaled Erickson Farmstead (ca,1915, Athens Township). Both 
the home at the Erickson Farm and the Oscar Olson Home (1914, Braham) 
are domestic structures notable for their conscious attention to design.
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Isanti County
Properties Included in Multiple Resource Nomination

Settlement
wIsanti School District No. I, Spencer Brook Township

German Evangelical Lutheran Church St. Johns, Bradford Township 
Svenska Mission Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge, Maple Ridge Township

Agriculture
^ Linden Barn, Isanti Township

Erickson Farmstead, Athens Township
c- Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Company of West Stanford, Stanford Township

Politics/Government
Isanti County Courthouse, Cambridge

Education
t/ West Riverside School, Cambridge Township

Commerce
Oscar Olson House, Braham



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEDjy|_ 1 e 

DATE ENTERED 4 :930

Isanti County MRN 
CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

This Multiple Resource Area Nomination is based on a survey of standing 
structures conducted in Isanti County by the Minnesota State Historic Preservation 
Office as part of a long-range statewide survey of historic resources. The 
properties included in the nomination represent those which illustrate significant 
aspects of the history of the county and which have been deemed eligible for 
nomination at the conclusion of the survey. Additional information and new 
perspectives for evaluation of specific types of historic properties are con­
tinually being gained as the statewide survey progresses, and it is quite possible 
that additional Isanti County properties will be nominated in the future. These 
may be presented individually or as parts of thematic groups when the entire 
survey is completed. For this reason, this Multiple Resource Area Nomination 
should not be construed as representing all properties in Isanti County eligible 
for nomination.

(The above disclaimer is based on an agreement between Charles Herrington, HCRS, 
and Russell Fridley, Minnesota SHPO, August 31, 1979.)
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ISANTI COUNTY

The basis of the survey for this nomination is an inventory of 
structures which are indicative of various aspects of the county's 
history. Structures were identified and inventoried during a 
county wide survey conducted during the late summer and fall of 1979.

Selection of structures for the inventory included both field 
reconnaissance of pre-identified sites and isolation of sites on a 
purely visual basis. Pre-identification of sites was limited to a 
small number of the most significant locations (those unique on a 
county wide scale, or significantly linked with some aspect of county 
history.) County histories, individual community histories, and 
photographs from both the state society and private collections were 
researched for site-specific information. General references to 
common buildings were not noted.

Township maps from the 1914 Isanti County Atlas were copied for 
field use. Plat maps on file in the county recorder's office were 
researched for original plat information (proprietors, survey and 
filing dates) and for additional dates. The filing dates for the 
various platted areas were noted on current highway department city maps, 
This collection of maps was useful in gaining a localized sense of 
development for areas of the county.

All city streets were walked or driven. All rural non-farm 
structures, pre-identified sites, and locally suggested buildings 
were visited. The roads connecting these dispersed sites provided a 
strong sampling of the rural landscape. Pre-identified sites were 
inventoried regardless of integrity. Other buildings with unusual 
integrity or unique features were also inventoried. In general, 
structures built before 1940 were considered for an inventory.

Follow-up information (both localized specific and generalized 
contextual) on some sites was gathered to help establish significance.

In each region of the county, at least one and in most cases 
several local contacts were made through the county historical society 
and by random inquiry. These were most often helpful in locating 
information on selected properties, but also in pointing out additional 
locations for inventory.

From the inventory of over 150 sites, nine individual structures 
were selected for nomination to the National Register, mostly on the 
basis of their significance within the county. Information and photo­
graphs on all sites are recorded on inventory forms for a permanent 
record.

I

r



f.

i

mbridg^ ^

..."■ii

mmmm
''V;

O:i

.

w ^STr^Tl «...I

LAND OWNERSHIP BY CULTURE
GROUPS IN ISANTI COUNTY, 1910

Miles
I
5

Land owned by; 

Swedes

Germans

^ Old Americans

Gov’t, railroads, speculators

g Towns

^ Robert Clifford Ostergren, "Rattvik to Isanti: A Gommunity Transplanted", 
PhD Thesis, University of Minnesota, December, 1976, page 68.
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HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

MINNESOTA HISTORIC RRORERTIES INVENTORY FORM 
Isanti School District COUNTY: Isanti

CITY/TWP.: Spencer Brook
LEGAL DESC.: Commence at the NE% of the SW^, Sec. 15, T35R25; ADDRESS: Spencer Brook

thence west along the north line thereof a distance of 50.5 rods ^ j
to the point of beginning. Thence south 10 rods, thence west 100 feet, thence north 10 rods
to the north line thereof; thence east 100 feet to the point of beginning.__

CLASSIFICATION: CONDITION: SIGNIFICANCE; THEME/S:
Building X Excellent Local X Primary_ Education___

Structure_
Object____
District

Good_________J
Fair_________
Deteriorated

State____
National

Secondary Settlement 
Others ___________

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC; 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD; 
OCCUPIED:

Yes___
Yes X

Restricted x PRESENT USE: 
Museum

Yes X No

DATE CONSTRUCTED; 1874 

ORIGINAL OWNER; School District #1

ORIGINAL USE; School 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER;

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS; Isanti County, Courthouse, 
237 S.W. 2nd Avenue, Cambridge, Minnesota 55008

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.; Isanti County Historical Society, 
Box 525, Cambridge, Minnesota 55008_____________ _

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
Dacember 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre X

UTM REFERENCE:
Wyanett Quad.
15 / 465340 / 5040795

DESCRIPTION;
The Isanti School District No. 1 is located in the small rural settlement of Spencer 

Brook in western Isanti County. The surrounding area is wooded and agricultural. The building 
faces north and is located one half mile west of County Road 7.

The school, constructed in 1874, is a simple one story gable-roofed building measuring 
approximately twenty-six by thirty-two feet. A square bell tower adorns the north end of the 
building and is the primary decorative element. Bell tower ornamentation includes small 
brackets beneath an overhanging hip roof and sawn arched trim with pendants on the upper 
half of the louvered belfry.

Two four-panel doors with transom lights are located on the front (north) facade.
Concrete steps running the width of the building lead up to the two entrances. An commemora­
tive plaque has been placed between the doors by the local historical society. Simple fenes­
tration includes a fanlight in the gable and evenly-spaced double hung windows on the east, 
west, and south facades. The windows are covered by green wooden shutters of vertical siding,
A chimney pierces the south end of the gable roof.

The property also includes a water pump to the west of the school and small frame 
privy to the south.

The school has been altered little from its original design and remains without modern 
utilities. The building was vacated and used as a granary for a time after 1945, but it has 
since been acquired and preserved by the Spencer Brook Historical Association,
SIGNIFICANCE:

The Spencer Brook School District No, 1 is primarily significant as a rare surviving 
structure associated with Spencer Brook, a community settled by New Englanders during the 
earliest phase of Isanti County's development. Settlers from New England were the first Euro- 
Americans to make permanent residences in Isanti County, preceding the better-known and more 
numerous Swedish immigrants who arrived in the area from the late 1860s to the 1890s, Spencer 
Brook was settled in the late 1850s, mostly by Mainites, who were engaged in lumbering.
The village became the largest settlement of native born Americans in the county. The settlers 
organized the first rural school in the county in 1858, School enrollment outgrew the homes 
in which it was first held, and land was purchased in 1874 for a school site and the present 
building was constructed. The school has been closed since 1945,- but the Spencer Brook 
Historical Association was formed in June 1969 for the purpose of restoring and preserving 
the schoolhouse.



HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

MINNESOTA HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 
Erickson Farmstead COUNTY:

^OOO 2^7/
Isanti

CITY/TWP. : Athens
LEGAL DESC.: Begin at a point 500 feet west of the NE corner 

of the NW^, Sec. 17, T34R23. Commence southerly 400 feet, 
thence westerly 450 feet, thence northerly 400 feet, thence
easterly 450 feet to point of beginning.____________________

CLASSIFICATION:
Building X

ADDRESS: Minnesota Highway 65
and Co. Rd. 56

Structure_
Object____
District

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X 
State
National

THEME/S:
Primary__
Secondary_
Others

Agriculture
Architecture

Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes_ 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: Yes 
OCCUPIED: Yes

__JL No_ 
X No

Restricted PRESENT USE:
Residence & Family Retreat

DATE CONSTRUCTED: ca.l915

ORIGINAL OWNER: Edward Erickson

ORIGINAL USE: Farm and residence

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS; Erickson Diversified Corp.
4567 West 78th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55437

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.: Isanti County Historical Society,
Box 525, Cambridge, MN 55008 _______

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre
4J3

UTM REFERENCE:
Isanti Quad.
15 / 481365 / 5031900

DESCRIPTION:
The Erickson Farmstead is located in Athens Township at the southwest corner of Minnesota 

Highway 65 and County Road 56, three miles south of the city of Isanti.
The farmstead is situated on a large landscaped plot separated from the surrounding 

fields by a white wooden fence. The house and summer kitchen are in a tree sheltered area 
towards the rear of the lot; the outbuildings are situated both near the road and west 
and rear of the house.

The two story frame farmhouse was constructed in 1915 and is designed on a square plan.
Its narrow clapboard siding is painted yellow with white trim. It features a medium hip 
roof with hipped dormers on each side and a large front porch that wraps around the northeast 
corner of the house. A balconied entry porch is located at the rear and a bay window is on 
the east facade. All of the windows are double hung with one over one lights. Immediately 
to the east of the house is a gable-roofed, one-and-one-half-story summer kitchen, recon­
structed from original plans in 1967. It features an open front porch facing the main house.

All of the farmstead's outbuildings are of frame construction and painted a bright red 
with white trim. They include a large rainbow roofed barn, two potato buildings with below 
grade storage, a granary (now used as the caretaker's house), a hog house, granary, machine 
shed/garage, and a cattle shed. These outbuildings were nearly all constructed between 1915 
and 1930. Also located on the property area metal windmill, and a concrete block water tank, 
and a tall blue Harvestore silo, which is the most recent addition to the farmstead.

The buildings and grounds are in extremely well-maintained condition.
SIGNIFICANCE:

The Erickson Farmstead is significant as a well-preserved early twentieth century farm­
stead associated both with Isanti County's important potato growing industry and with a pro­
minent local family. Largely constructed during the first quarter of the century, the farm-^ 
stead represents the prosperity experienced by area farmers during the peak of Isanti County's 
potato boom. Potatoes became the county's most important cash crop during the 1890s; potato 
production reached its peak in 1920. The Erickson farm was first developed by Otto Erickson, 
who immigrated from Sweden in 1868 and became one of the first settlers in the area. Following 
a common pattern of land transfer from one generation to the next, his son Edward bepn farming 
the family operation about the time of his marriage in 1893. Edward replaced the original farm 
buildings with the present ones after his farming operations had prospered and stabilized early 
in the twentieth century. The farmstead, distinctive in the county for its impressive scale 
and extremely well-preserved condition, represents the upper limits of the prosperity achieved 
by successful area farmers during the county's most successful years of potato production.
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HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Company of 
West Stanford

Herlineer's Grocery_________________________

COUNTY: Isanti
CITY/TWP.:Stanford

LEGAL DESC.: Commence 45 rods north of the SW corner of the ADDRESS: Crown 
SW% of the SE% of Sec. 9 T34R25, thence east 10 rods, thence north 8 rods, thence west 
10 rods, thence south 8 rods to beginning.

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building X 
Structure
Object_________
District

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X 
State
National

THEME/S:
Primary Agriculture 
Secondary Commerce 
Others

Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: Yes 
OCCUPIED: Yes

No_
No
No

Restricted x PRESENT USE: 
Store

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1924

ORIGINAL OWNER: Farmers Cooperative

ORIGINAL USE: Store 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Donald D. 6e Mabel Anderson
Rt. 1
Bethel, MN 55005

LOCAL CONTACT/ORG.:

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE; Less than one acre__X

UTM REFERENCE:
Crown Quad,
15 / 464060 / 5032225

DESCRIPTION:
The Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Co. of West Stanford is located in southwestern Isanti 

County on the east side of County Road 7 in the crossroads community of Crown, Stanford Town­
ship. The small settlement is comprised of modestly proportioned residential and commercial 
buildings.

The one story frame mercantile building was constructed in 1924 and features a false 
front, large glass windows across the front, and a recessed central doorway. A frame awning 
extends across the front. The building is sheathed in white clapboard, with small evenly- 
spaced windows located near the roof line on the sides. A small one room addition on the 
south side of the building is of similar construction, with a short false front extending 
above the roof. Concrete block steps lead up to a concrete block platform at the front, and 
the building is set on a concrete foundation.

The structure has undergone minimal exterior and interior alterations. It retains its 
identity as a rural utilitarian grocery-hardware store, and has continued to serve the 
surrounding agricultural community since it was built.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Co. of West Stanford is significant primarily for 

its association with the cooperative movement in rural Minnesota. It is also significant as 
a good example of the kinds of commercial structures erected in rural Isanti County communities 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The cooperative movement, a major 
effort by farmers to band together to solve economic problems, was one of the most signficant 
developments in the history of rural Minnesota. In Isanti County, a prodominantly agricultural 
county, the cooperative movement has played a particularly prominent role. Cooperatives were 
the principal agencies through which Isanti farmers processed and marketed their produce.
Listed among the cooperative enterprises of the county in the 1920s were creameries, elevators, 
stores, insurance companies, and produce and livestock shipping associations. The Farmers 
Cooperative Mercantile Co. of West Stanford was organized in 1920, during the peak period of 
cooperative development in the county. The organization's principal center was at the village 
of Crown, where their frame store building was constructed in 1924. The cooperative operated 
the Crown store until 1945. Since that time the building has been in private ownership, but 
has retained its rural store identity. The building is a well-preserved example of the small 
commercial structures constructed in rural Isanti communities, and its similarity with earlier

(see continuation sheet)
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Farmers Cooperative Mercantile Co. of West Stanford Isanti County 
Stanford

commercial buildings reflects the enduring nature of rural vernacular designs. 
Unlike the majority of other rural commercial structures, the Crown store has 
not fallen into disuse and disrepair or lost its identity to major alterations. 
The store retains its historic integrity and continues to serve the surrounding 
agricultural community.

7-%.

:■>

■i.

m
A"

' ' '

■N-; r:'" " ,.-v ;

V'-;;

-

V. i-' ■’

•A i.':

;-J? ■

'4
^ ■ :■ ■

.. ... i-.

■.

■ '■■■

• 4-
4.^ . '̂ ; ^ *; "■



HISTORIC NAME; 
CURRENT NAME:

MINNESOTA HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 
Isanti County Courthouse COUNTY;

CITY/TWP.; Cambridge
LEGAL DESC.; Lots 2,3,6, and 7, block 5, Original town ADDRESS: 237 SW 2nd Avenue

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building X 
Structure 
Object 
District

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE; 
Local X 
State
National

THEME/S;
Primary Government/Politics 
Secondary
Others __________________

Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes__
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD; Yes X
OCCUPIED: Yes X

No_
No_
No

Restricted PRESENT USE: 
Courthouse

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 
ORIGINAL OWNER;

1887
Isanti County

ORIGINAL USE; Courthouse
ARCHITECT/BUILDER;

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Isanti County, Courthouse, 
237 SW 2nd Avenue, Cambridge, MN

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.;

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre y

UTM REFERENCE: 
Cambridge Quad.

15 / 482350 / 5046220

DESCRIPTION:
The Isanti County Courthouse is prominently located on the southeast corner of 2nd Avenue 

SW and Birch Street, one block west of Cambridge's central business district. The large brick 
building is situated on a nicely landscaped corner lot and is a distinctive element in a 
predominantly residential neighborhood.

The two story frame building was constructed in 1887 and veneered in brick a few years 
later. The structure is basically rectangular with a projecting entrance pavilion. The high 
steeply-pitched roof of the pavilion, reminiscent of a mansard roof, and the vertical emphasis 
in the tall narrow windows demonstrate a local interpretation of the French Second Empire style. 
A small triangular dormer is located on each of the exposed sides of the pavilion roof. Roof 
surfaces are covered with dark grey slate. The building is three bays across and four bays 
deep; the tall windows are arranged in pairs with stone sills. A belt course of decorative 
brickwork circumvents the building between the two floors and beneath the eaves. The central 
entrance is framed by a simple classical doorway in brick and surmounted by a buff colored 
stone slab engraved with "Isanti County Courthouse". Small lamp posts supported by brick 
bases flank the entry.

Single window openings on the first floor on either side of the projecting pavilion and 
one west wall window have been bricked in. Markings on the brick indicate that an entry porch 
(which was not original but may have been added when the building was bricked) has been removed. 
Other exterior alterations include new windows, the addition of a west rear entry, and several 
smaller rear additions to accommodate additional county offices. These changes have not 
significantly altered the building's nineteenth century appearance.

The interior of the building has undergone a series of changes as it has been adapted to 
varying county needs over 92 years. Despite these changes, a significant degree of design 
integrity has been retained. The building continues to serve as the Isanti County Courthouse 
and is among the oldest courthouses in use in Minnesota.
SIGNIFICANCE:

The Isanti County Courthouse is significant both as the principal structure associated 
with county government and development and as one of the oldest surviving courthouses in 
Minnesota in use today. Isanti County was formed February 13, 1857, from part of Ramsey County. 
The first courthouse was built in Cambridge in 1871; previously county officials kept their 
records individually and operated their offices out of their homes which were scattered across
the county. (see continuation sheet)



Isanti County Courthouse Isanti County 
Cambridge, MN

The present structure was built in 1887 at a cost of $10,000 and replaced the 
inadequate 1871 building. The construction of a more substantial courthouse 
at that time was indicative of the changes taking place in Isanti County by 
the late nineteenth century: the transient early period of the county was
giving way to more stable patterns of settlement during the 1880s, and the 
need was increasing for more space and permanent quarters for county government. 
The city of Cambridge itself was fast becoming an important trade center 
between Minneapolis-St. Paul and Duluth. The courthouse has sheltered the 
official county proceedings and records for ninety-two years, and is 
significant for the long history it records of the county's government and 
development.
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MINNESOTA HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM
HISTORIC NAME; 
CURRENT NAME;

Linden Barn COUNTY; Isanti
CITY/TWP.; Isanti Township

LEGAL DESC.; Begin at a point 500 ft. west and 250 ft. south 
of the NE corner of the SW% of Sec. 14, T35R23. Commence 
south 250 ft., thence west 300 ft., thence north 250 ft..

ADDRESS; County Road 19, one mile 
east of Bodum

CLASSIFICATION:
Building X

CONDITION:
Excellent

SIGNIFICANCE; 
Local X

THEME/S:
Primary Agriculture

Structure Good X State Secondary Settlement
Obiect Fair National Others
District Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes No X Restricted PRESENT USE:
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD; YesjL No Barn
OCCUPIED: Yesx No

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1914 ORIGINAL USE: Barn

ORIGINAL OWNER; Olof Linden ARCHITECT/BUILDER; ^

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS; Allen & Edward Linden
Route 2
Isanti. MN 55040

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.: Isanti County Historical Society, 
Box 525, Cambridge, Minnesota 55008

FORM PREPARED BY; 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre
1.72

UTM REFERENCE; 
Cambridge Quad.

15 / 486245 / 5040640

DESCRIPTION;
The Linden Barn is located a mile east of the crossroads community of Bodum just off 

a sharp curve in County Road 19. The large round structure stands as a landmark in the 
surrounding agricultural region.

The barn was constructed in 1914 of 10-inch concrete blocks with four-inch tile facing 
on the inside. The eighteen foot high walls are capped with a conical variation of a 
gambrel roof. Ground level fenestration consists of six doorways and small square windows 
evenly spaced around the barn. Smaller square windows spaced at wider intervals are located 
on the second floor beneath the roofline. The raised-seam metal roof terminates in a cupola.

The lower floor includes a hay loading area, six horse stalls, a harness room, a large 
cattle area with twenty stanchions, a calf pen with six stanchions, and a cream separator 
room. A stairway in the northeast corner of the hay loading section leads to a massive hay 

storage area.Adjacent to the barn is a redwood silo capped by a gambrel-type hexagonal roof. Several 
additional outbuildings located in close proximity to the barn and silo are also included 
within the boundaries.

The barn is no longer being used to house animals but remains in stable condition, A
neighboring farmer stores hay in the second floor._______________________
SIGNIFICANCE;

The Linden Barn is significant as a vital link with the two dominant themes in Isanti 
County's history — agriculture and Swedish settlement. Its distinctive round design makes 
it a locally noted landmark as well. Olof Linden emigrated from Sweden and settled and 
began farming this property in 1874. By the early twentieth century his farm operations 
were outgrowing the previous facilities, and he contracted local carpenters John, Victor, 
and Alee Wicklund to construct the large round barn in 1914. The pattern of replacing 
earlier farm structures was a common one in the county as agricultural production reached 
new levels, and a notable portion of the county's agricultural building stock dates to this 
period. The Linden Barn was constructed to house one of the areas developing dairying 
operations, which have continued as an important aspect of area agriculture to the present. 
The specific source of the round design of the Linden Barn is undocumented, but the plan was 
commonly used for dairy operations. Agriculture and related industries have played crucial 
roles in the history of Isanti County. As a highly visible landmark linked to an important 
aspect of area agriculture and to the Swedish immigrant who settled and farmed the region,
the Linden Barn is significant.



HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

MINNESOTA historic PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 
Oscar Olson House COUNTY:

S occfz^o y
Isanti

CITY/TWP.: Braham
LEGAL DESC.: Block 1, lots 6 and 7, Grove's Addition to the 
city of Braham

ADDRESS: 309 Beechwood

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building X
Structure_ 
Object____

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X 
State

THEME/S:
Priniary_ Commerce

National
Secondary Architecture 
Others __________________

District Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED:

No X Restricted_
Yes X No_ 
Yes X No

PRESENT USE: 
Residence

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 

ORIGINAL OWNER:

1914
Fred Soderberg

ORIGINAL USE: Residence

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: ArlysD, Goodman
309 North Beechwood 
Braham, MN 55006

LOGAL CONTACT/ORG.:

FORM PREPARED BY: Britta Bloomberg
DATE: December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre X

UTM REFERENCE: 
Cambridge Quad.
15 / 486920 / 5063420

DESCRIPTION*The Oscar Olson House, is located in a residential neighborhood across the railroad 
tracks from the central area of Braham. The area includes other frame residences of the 
same period but of smaller proportions and more modest architectural design.

The Colonial Revival two-story frame house, constructed in 1914, is distinctive among the 
housing stock of Braham. Design features of the house include a two story entrance portico 
supported by columns, bevel siding, large three-part windows, corner pilasters, bay windows, a 
central entry adorned by side-lights, and a central second story balcony and doorway flanked 
by oval windows. Shutters adorn the windows on the front (west) facade. Two interior chimneys 
pierce the gable roof, one on the south end of the ridge line and the other towards the rear 
of the building.

A one story garage of more recent construction is located immediately northeast of the 
house. A small frame out-building (ca.l915) is also located on the property.

The house retains significant design integrity and has been very well maintained.

SIGNIFICANCE:The Oscar Olson House is significant as the home of one of Braham's long-time community 
leaders and as one of the county's most distinctive residences both in scale and design. The 
house was constructed in 1914 by Fred Soderberg, who sold it to Oscar Olson five years later. 
Olson resided in the house until his death in 1973. During that time he earned the reputation 
of being a "founder, leader, conservator" of the community's "economic progress, social well­
being, and civic consciousness."^ Olson was a prominent banker in Braham for over sixty years 
and a civic leader and enthusiast during most of the history of the community. Braham had 
been platted in 1899 when the Great Northern Railroad Line first crossed the county, the Olson 
House was constructed during the community's second decade of development. With its 
impressive size and Glassical Revival design features, the house is distinctive among the 
housing stock of Braham and of the entire county. It has been well preserved and retains 
significant design integrity.

^Braham Journal, Sept. 30, 1965.
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HISTORIC NAME; 
«■

CbTlRENT NAME:

German Evangelical Lutheran Church St. Johns 

St. John's Lutheran Church

COUNTY:
CITY/TWP.

Isanti
Bradford

LEGAL DESC.: Begin at a point 200 feet west of the NE corner of ADDRESS: 
Sec. 26 T35R24. Conmence south 200 feet, thence west 200 feet, 
thence north 200 feet, thence east 200 feet to beginning.

Highway 5, west of 
Isanti

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building___ X
Structure_ 
Object____

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good______
Fi«ir

SIGNIFICANCE:
Local^____^
State______

THEME/S:
Primary_ settlement

National
Secondary Religion 
Others Architecture

District Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED:

Yes
Yes_
Yes

Restricted X
X No_

PRESENT USE: 
Museum (church)

No.

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1882
German Evangelical Lutheran 

CongregationORIGINAL OWNER:

ORIGINAL USE: Church

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Isanti County Historical Society 
Box 525
Cambridge, MN 55008

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG. : Lillian Bergstrom, Isanti County 
Historical Society. Box 525, Cambridge, MN—55008—

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre_X

UTM REFERENCE:
St. Francis Quad.
15 / 477565 / 5038285

Dlaaue carrying the date 1882 are the only features adorning the north facade. Simple 
feSstratiofon the east and west sides consists of three evenly spaced wind^s on each side 
Lamed by mooden segmental arches. Double hung windows are concealed by wooden shutters.

which remain closed when the building is not in use. _ 4 ^ udao nianlc floors
The building's interior is as simple and unspoiled as its exterior. W p , ^ j’

wood wainscotting, and primitive hand hewn pews and pulpit remain. A woodstove is located 
ne^ thi doo^a;;!’ The Lly modernization to the interior has been the conversion of the

°^'^®St!SSn°ris beinr^intained by the Isanti County Historical Society
for special Historical Society functions during the year. It has also been used
Memorial Day services annually since 1974._________________ __________ _______________________

SIGNIFICA Lutheran Church at Bradford is primarily sipificant for its
associ^tiorwLh the German population of Isanti County. It is also significant « well- 
ore^ivefexliiple of the small churches that have served Isanti County's rural population

r'S~S5L““
St. John s is representative . . together the small ethnic communities comprising the
served the 3^i"ti?ng ScSs rLo^ the concentration areas of the ethnic
“ouprLrd:L^S«?Lr- ire%LLi:irwell-prese.ved condition of St. dohn'a mabe It an
1-mnnrM^nt HnV with the countv's German immigrant population.



MiiNNESOTA HISTORIC HRORERTIES INVENTORY FORM
HISTORIC NAME: Svenska Mission Kyrka i Sodre Maple Ridge COUNTY: Isanti oOO(©TO "7'7

CURRENT NAME: Swedish Mission Church of South Maple Ridge CITY/TWP.: Maple Ridge_________
LEGAL DESC.: Begin at the SE corner of the NE^ of Sec. 28,

T37R24, Commence west 14 rods, north 18 rods, east 14 rods, 
south 18 rods to beginning.

ADDRESS: Highway 1, north of 
Springvale

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building X 
Structure 
Object 
District

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X 
State _____

THEME/S:
Primary_ Settlement

National
Secondary Religion 
Others Architecture

Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC; 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED:

Restricted
Yes X No__
Yes No X

PRESENT USE: 
Vacant

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1897

ORIGINAL OWNER: Congregation
owner's NAME AND ADDRESS: South Maple Ridge Cemetery

Association; c/o Mrs. Albin Olson; Stanchfield, MN 55080

ORIGINAL USE: Church

ARCHITECT/BUILDER;

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.: Isanti County Historical Society, 
Box 525, Cambridge, MN 55008_______________________

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1980

ACREAGE: Less than one acre

UTM REFERENCE:
Springvale Quad.
15 / 474460 / 5056790

DESCRIPTION:
The Swedish Mission Church of South Maple Ridge is located in a picturesque setting on 

the west side of County Road 1 in section 28, Maple Ridge Township. The surrounding area 
is a sparsely settled region of the county where agricultural land uses predominate.

The simple Gothic Revival building was constructed in 1897. The gable roof is broken by 
a central chimney. Double hung, five over four light windows are evenly spaced on the east, 
west and south facades; The pointed upper sash of the windows are the building's primary 
decorative features. This pointed motif is repeated above the double four-panel doors.
Three steps and a metal railing lead to the dooreay. The one story building is sheathed in narrow 
clapboard and painted white.

A water pump is located near the northeast corner of the building, and the South Maple 
Ridge Cemetery is immediately north of the church.

The simple interior of the church includes original woodwork and benches. Some of the 
furnishings have been removed for safekeeping. Electricity was added in 1942.

The building is no longer being used, but it is maintained by the Maple Ridge Cemetery 
Association.
SIGNIFICANCE: ~ ~~

The Swedish Mission Church of South Maple Ridge is significant as a well preserved example 
of the small non-Lutheran churches organized by the Swedish population of Isanti County.
The Swedish Mission Church, or Evangelical Covenant Church, grew out of a reform movement 
protesting the formalism and domination of the Swedish State (Lutheran) Church. While the 
Swedish Lutheran Church dominated the county, the numerous congregations that broke off 
from the State Church have played an important part in Isanti County's settlement and 
development. Among the non-conformist churches of Isanti County were the Baptists, Evangeli­
cal Free Churches, and Swedish Mission Churches. The Swedish Mission Church of South Maple 
Ridge was an organization which was established in 1884. For the next thirteen years services 
and Sunday School were held in homes of area residents. In January 1897 it was decided that 
a church building was needed, and construction began that summer. The congregation was never 
large enough to afford a full-time pastor, but shared pastors with other rural congregations, 
a common practice in the more sparsely settled regions of the county. The simple lines and 
modest proportions of this somewhat primitive structure reflect the more pietistic beliefs 
and dislike of religious formalism shared by church members. The church records end in 1943, 
and regular services ended shortly after that time as well. The building, however, continues 
to be maintained and is an outstanding and well preserved example of the non-conformist rural 
churches organized and built by the Swedish immigrants to Isanti County.



MlKM'.SorA HISTORIC RRul EKl lES IKVlM'ORY rOKM %oooixn^
HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

West Riverside School, District No. COUNTY: Isanti
CITY/TWP.: Cambridge iwpTwp.

LEGAL DESC.: Begin at the NE corner of the SE% of the NE% of ADDRESS: County Rd. 14, west of 
Sec, 30, T36R28. Commence south 22 rods, thence west 12.75 rods, Cambridge
thence north 22 rods, thence east 12.75 rods to point of beginning.

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building X 
Structure
Ob j e ct_________
District

CONDITION:
Excellent_
Good_______
Fair

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X 
State

THEME/S:
Primary_ Education

National
Secondary Architecture 
Others

Deteriorated

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes___
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: Yes X
OCCUPIED: Yes X No

No_
No

Restricted PRESENT USE: 
Museum

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1898
ORIGINAL OWNER: School District No. 38

ORIGINAL USE: School
ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Cambridge School District #911
430 N.W. 8
Cambridge.Minnesota 55008

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG. : Isanti County Historical Society
Box 525, Cambridge, Minnesota 55008________________

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Britta Bloomberg 
December 1979

ACREAGE: Less than one acre

UTM REFERENCE: 
Cambridge Quad.

15 / 480850 / 5047575

DESCRIPTION:
The West Riverside School is located less than a mile west of the city of Cambridge on 

County Road 14. Most of the surrounding area is agricultural, with some recent residential 
development.

The one story building faces east and is constructed of a buff colored brick manufactured 
in neighboring Springvale Township. The structure is three bays by four bays and measures 
approximately twenty-five by thirty-seven feet. The front (east) facade consists of a door 
in a central projecting pavilion flanked by tall narrow windows set in arched openings. A 
transom light adorns the panelled front door. An open bell tower housing a black iron bell 
tops the central pavilion and breaks an otherwise plain hip roof. The slightly concave 
pyramidal roof of the bell tower is supported by four turned posts and is surmounted by a 
flagpole. A course of decorative brickwork circumvents the building above the windows and 
door. Four windows are located on the north and south facades. A bracketted cornice decorates 
the roof line, and a chimney is located at the rear of the building. A one room frame entry, 
probably added during the early part of the twentieth century, is located on the west side 
of the building.

A woodshed with privies on either end is located southwest of the school building. It 
is of frame construction and painted buff with brown trim.

Also located on the property are a water pump and a small log house that has been moved 
to the property and is being restored by the County Historical Society.

The buildings and grounds of the West Riverside School are in an excellent state of 
preservation. The school has been restored to its 1900 appearance by the Isanti County 
Historical Society, which maintains the building and uses it as a rural school museum and 
as a meeting place for historical society functions.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The West Riverside School (District No. 38) is significant as an outstanding example of 

the type of one-room schoolhouses that provided the setting for education in rural Isanti 
County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Once Minnesota emerged from the 
pioneer stage, a comprehensive system of elementary education was set up based on local 
districts which covered areas ranging from two to ten sections of land each. In Isanti

(see continuation sheet)
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West Riverside School, District No. 38 Isanti County 
Cambridge Township

County these rural schools numbered sixty-seven; the West Riverside School 
is one of the finest remaining examples of this generation of schoolhouses. 
West Riverside School, District No. 38, was established in 1882, and the 
present brick building was constructed in 1898. An important function of the 
Isanti County rural schools was to help the immigrants learn the English 
language to prepare them for the American citizenship examination; the 
Swedish settlers of District No. 38 also conducted a "Swede School" each 
summer at West Riverside. In addition to being a place of learning, the rural 
school was an Important community center for social and cultural events. The 
West Riverside School operated until 1971 when a new Minnesota law required 
final consolidation of remaining rural schools. The building has been leased 
to the Isanti County Historical Society, who has restored it to its 1900 
appearance. In an interpretive program, turn of the century classes are con­
ducted each summer. The building continues to serve as a community center as 
well.
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