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1 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X-EXCELLEMt —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XoRIGINALSITE
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—FAIR ’ • —UNEXPOSED

Map # 

1

2

Street

15
j.'itr

)»ri. .-'j-M

13

18a

185
- V a - ^

183

181

169-173

■

165

QmrcR Street

Ctty' Gliding, Romanes^e Revival, 19Q1 
ArcBltecti K.A. CrosRy'
Builders RoBert Walker ' '
Brick wltR franlte trim, tBree stories

■ nr
Old Fire House, Itallanate, 1874 
Two stories with, tower. Brick construction with 

granite trim
Hose tower and Bell added 1895-6

Main Street'
J. Ferklns Store, Itallanate, 1871 
Erick with granite trim, three stories
lHbeeeal^j^i»:&Sl:rliim@viae roof,'Brick with granite

' ' • - ■

J.G. Beckett Building, Itallanate, 1870 
Three stories with gaBle roof. Brick with granite 

trim - ''' ' -

r. & F. T6dd‘1feli&Wg;'-ltAlWate, .1870-• :
Three stories. Brick with granite trim

Blake and Tajrlor Building, Itallanate, 1870 
Three stories. Brick with granite trim.

T. ffiarton Building, Itallanate, 1871 ' TtoeW'^'torfss^ B^ic'k*^‘£h!^granite trim

J. Murray Hill Building, Itallanate, 1871 
Three stories. Brick with granite trim

F. Ross Building, Itallailate, c. 1890
Two stories. Brick ebnstruction with granite trim

J.G. Hamilton & J. Plckari Building, Itallanate, 
1878, Two stories. Brick construction, wood trim 

i trim onHe^h* faBislrlm on store front remodeled to match 
163 Main Street c. 1886

#5

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Main Street Historic District In Calais Is con^prlsed of two Blocks 
on the south side of Hain Street lacing the: St. Cr®:^? River, and -several hull- 
dlngsgLextsadlagaBp® eKSBch Street, Sawyer Avenue and North Street, The maj orlty 
of the Buildings were constructed after the 1870 fire of Calais, though a few 
date Back to the mid nineteenth century. None of the Buildings have had major 
alterations.
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Main Street

M. Silverstone Building, Italianate , 1878
Two stories, brick construction with granite trim

A. Spence Building, Italianate, 1886 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

E.H. & I. Macalester Building, Italianate, 1886 
Originally two stories, added third and fourth 

stories in 1886 or shortly thereafter.
Brick construction with granite trim

C.P. Robbins Building, Italianate, 1886 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

Hill Building, Greek Revival, 1847 
Three and one-half stories, gambrel roof 
Brick with granite trim

North Street

J.W. Todd Building, Greek Revival, 1846 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

M. Vickery Building, Greek Revival, 1852-1856 
Three and one-half stories, frame with clapboarded 

exterior



Form No 10-300a 
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

r\ATC CMTCDCfl

j)tCl5 B79
Si

ft

CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3

Tile delineation of the Calais Historic District was arrived at 
a^ter ca,reful on site inspection By the State Historic Preservation 
Qfficej?, a, wemh>r of the Historic Preservation Commission staff and 
^ the Coiqmtinity Planning Center,

Whet acea of the district was chosen excluding neighboring buildings 
for the following reasons:

1, Those structures on the west side of North Street are of much 
more recent construction than those within the district and 
thus not chronologically homogeneous.

2, The commercial buildings on the north side of Main Street 
include a number of recent commercial intrusions and those 
of the period which remain have been severely altered.

3, The area east of Church Street contains a mixture of residen'^ 
tial and commercial properties not suitable for a commercial 
district,

4, The area south of the district is largely residential.
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PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
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—LITERATURE
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—PHjLOSOPHY 
JSpolitics/government
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—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

The Hlsto.rtc District in Calais exhibits comercial^ governmental, '. ; 
resicler cii architectwe of the mid to late nineteenth century. The cohesive 
block has not undergone any major exterior changes nor been encroached upon 
by modern intrusions. The buildiigs in the district were constructed at a time 
-when Calais was a thriving shipbuilding and Itpber port, and are an excellent 
trihhte to that era.

Calais was incorporated as a city in 1850, with a population of 4,?49. The 
city is situated at the head of tide water on the St. Croix River twelve miles 
from the Passamaqudtddy Bay, anil was an excellent port for ship building and 
the lumber Industry as well as an ideal site for water powered mills. The excav­
ation of granite was another source of income which drew settlera to-the area. 
These industries were at their paalt at, t^ end of the ninete^th century, and 
the border city had continual traffic ap and down itswharves.

vT? 1870 a major fire d^troyed much of the downtown area. It
began to the east of the Main Street^Mstoric District block behind the Old Post 
Office. The fire spread down Main Street and consumed the wooden, frame buildings up 
to the location of the present Ross^ Store. Construction wah'resumed immediately . 
following, t]^ fire,-and all* new> building was done in brick. The Beckett, Todd and 
Blake and Taylor buildings were erected in the P^ll of 1870. The remaining buil­
dings in the block were completed by 1886 and are all contructed in the Itallanate 
style*of aachitecture. The Hill and J. Todd atofes are the only brick buildings 
in the district which pre-date the fire. Ihe Greek BevI’ v (
residences also siirvived the riie.

After this disaster the Fire Department's equipment supply grew substantially 
to demand a new Engine House, which was constructed in 1874. The fire department 
moved out in 1970, but the buildingais currently used as a Senior Citizen's Center 
and Community Planning Center.

The City Building, constructed in 1901, was the last addition to the Historic 
District. It is still the central location for all town offices.

Calais was able tn rebuild much of its downtown area within one year of a major 
fire in 1870, due to the ample supply of carpenters and builders from its ship-

V Street Historic District is comprised of buildings
MTS?'*'^th architecturaliyf'ahd historically significant to this period Whefi Calais was

a leading salt water port.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY_______ 2_____________
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cl , I I I , I , , I I , I , I , , I

A. 450 11' 20"N
B. 45° IV 17''N
C. 45° 11^ 18»'N
D. 45° 11' 20^

16' 36"W 
670 16' 38"W 
67° 18' 45'V 
67° 16' 43"W

LJ I i ■ I . ' i I ■ I . I ■ .
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

I . I . . 1 I ■ I . I . . I
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION lagiHnMfeeati theriSButhkcti cdmer'HefIttieogityvHall property 

on the northwest side of Church Street, the district boundary line follows this side of 
Church Street northeasterly' to Main Street, thence westerly on the south side of Main Sti»«l 
to North Street and from there southwesterly along the southeast side of North Street to tka 
westerly comer of the M. Vickery Building property. From this point the line runs sout^ 
easterly along the Siouthwest pro^pcty line of the M. Vickery building to the southern c®^“ 
ner, thence northeasterly, easterly and southwesterly »long the rear property lines on 
Main and CB'irph Streets to the w6st comer of the City Hall property where it turns soutk^- 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

® ^Kchitectural Surveyor

iTLE Frank A. Beard, Historian

ORGANIZATION
Maine Historic Preservation Commission DATE July, 1978

STREET & NUMBER 242 State Street
TELEPHt2t7^289-2133

CITY OR TOWN Augusta, Maine 04333

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE SWE IS: 

NATIONAL___  STATE____  L0CAL\j

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE
f * /ajj/ 7is/ 7/n/n

FDR NPS USE ONLY
i HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHtS PROPERTY IS INCU

llllllllllliilililiiM

ATTEST- cIaaia

■KECPCn Or Trff^ATiOfTAtrRE6fSTEfl---^
illiiii;::;

/ /

DATE \7L.\\^i?8 '
iiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiilii

GPO 892. 453
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CALAIS HISTORIC DISTRICT

Build Inp; Owner
City Building City of Calais \V

City of CalaisOld Fire House

3 . J. Perkins Build ing Taylor Furniture Inc

• J.G. Beckett Building

River Hd .
Calais, ME. 046l9

Eastern Maine Appliances, Inc. 
177 Main St.■’"Calais, ME. 04619

it t . Wm. Todd Building
Blake and Taylor Building

‘7- T. Horton Building

J. Murray Hill Building

Jean G. Eaton 
329 Main St.
Calais, ME. 04619

Border Investment Co. 
^,,Maln St.

Calais, ME. 04619

Elizabeth Tingley 
^ Swan St,

Calais, ME. 046l9

*J. F.T. Ross Building Kellie T. Ross 
167 Main St. 
Calais, ME. 046l9

lo. J.G. Hamilton Building

II . M. Sllverstone Building

12 . Spence Building

15. Macalester Building

1^. C.p. Robbins Building

Bror Olsson 
282 Main St.
Calais, HE. 04619

E. Leonard and Nancy T. .Scott 
159 Main St.
Calais, ME. 04619

Sunrise Realty Corp.
Main St.
Calais, ME 046l9

Bruce and Shirley J. Ashmore 
157 Main St.
Calais, ME. 046l9

Mainline Graphics 
Main St,
Calais, ME. 04619



. i

1^. H. Hill Building

«C. J.W. Todd Building

17. M. Vickery Building

>awy»r jiouce

WiIU Young IleuoQ

Gary L. Diffin pj,
153 Main St.
Calais, ME. 046® AUti , .

_ ^ ^4 yp7« . '
Lloyd Wells ® ^
Crawford P 
CrawfoydME

Robert Olsson 
Route 1
Baring ME. 04610
Robor-te Oloooft 
Roufre' 1
BQrtiftg-,- ME I o^6-ie»

Gail-Wayoott 
Sawyer Avemre 

galain, ME. 046i.-9

g V i
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project:

To/Fweft; Date;

Address: Phone:

Staff Member: Division:

Report;
^^

yuty y<LUA^ ci2iyuu>Ao'>'^£-^

aa/-L^ ^

-Ma^ /Ajx>b



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MAINE
Date Entered 2 0 B78

Name Location

Calais Historic District Calais
Washington County

Also Notified

[

Honorable William S, Cohen
Honorable Mmwm* S. Mnakie State Historic Presarration Officer
Honorable Olympia J. Snows Mr. Earle G. Shettlawerth, Jr.

Director
Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
242 State St.
Augusta, Maine 04330

NR Byers/bjr 1/15/79
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



BORDER INVESTMENT COMPANY
REAL ESTATE and INVESTMENTS

‘ .Main, street
xinson liiocK 

CALAIS, MAINE

January 2, 1979

U. S. Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Gentlemen;

This letter may be considered as an application for placing on the 
historical building list of the Calais Historical District, the T. Horton 
Building situated at 173-177 Main Street, in Calais, Maine. 6,

Yours sincerely,

BORDER INVESTMENT COMPANY

■“1 f <J-\;—

Harold V. Jewett, Pres.

HVJzLM
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