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The District contains the following buildings worthy of special 
mention (numbers refer to those on reverse of photographs):

1. The Edward E. Obrien House. This Gothic^vival house was 

built in 1845-50 for Edward Ellis O'Brien, at one time a lead­
ing shipping magnate on the East Coast. He was reportedly 
worth several million dollars at the time of his death.

2. pe Captain Dunbar Henderson House was built by Captain Dunbar Henderson,'a local sea captain who died off the 
Tortugas oryOuly 20, 1829. The house was probably built in the 18^’s. It is an unusual example of a Federal 
style cape which has a highly finished facade of matched 
boarding and a fan doorway.

3. The Rita Smith House was built for her by her father,
Sidney Smith,’ a'"banker, circa 1875. It is an imposing 
example of High Victorian It^ianate style.

4. The William Henderson House was built about 1848 in the Greek (^vival style by Captain William Henderson, a nephew 
of Captain Dunbar Henderson, who married Susan Amelia Jordan.

5. pe Cappin paries Ranlett House was built and probably 
designed by Captain Charles ftanlett in 1848, according to 
his grandson who still lives in Bangor, Maine. Captain 
Ranlett married Anna Maria Jordan, sister of Susan Amelia 
(Jordan) Henderson, who lived next door. The two houses 
are strikingly similar Greek Revival style homes.

6. The Second Baptist Church was built in 1828 and remodelled circa 

1875 in a Victorian manner.

7. St. John Baptist Episcopal Church (H^S). This board and 
batten Dothic ftevivali cnurch was Witt in 1868-69. While 
similar to Richard Ujjpohn's designs, it is not exactly 
copied, although his influence is clearly felt. The belltower was added circa 1872 by Francis H. jFassett, architect 
from Portland, Maine.

8. Commercial Buildings. These were built at various times in 
the mid to late nineteenth century. Portions were built as 
early as 1869 and as late as 1891. With the exception of the 
Mansard roofed block at one end, most of the structures are 
late examples of the straight forwarded Greek Revival style 
popular in nineteenth century Maine commercial buildings.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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The Richard pliott House, on Elliott Street, just off Knox 
Street, wasouilt circa 1855. The Elliott family were local 
sail and block-makers in the shipbuilding industry. The house 
is an unusual example of transitional Greek Revival-Italianate 
architecture with highly ornamental ironwork and bracketing.

10. Thomaston Railroad Station. This unpretentious structure is 
the only surviving building from the estate of General Henry 
Knox, which was originally located on this site at the foot
of Knox Street. Built in 1795, it was originally the cookhouse.

11. The Walsh House was built for a member of the Walsh family, 
successful merchants in 1848 by Albert Morton, a shipbuilder 
in company with C. Lermond and L.B. Gilchrist. The house is a 
dignified example of the Italian style executed in wood.

12. Brick conmercial building. Main Street was probably built in 
the 1850's or 1860's. This block has arched windows on the 
first and third stories which reflect the Italian style.

13. The Hezekiah Prince Jr. House. Prince, who was customs in- 
spector and insurance agent, kept a detailed journal from 
1822 to 1828. He contracted with William R. Keith in August 
of 1828 "for building a house for me another year." The 
agreed price was $1,150, but Prince confided to his journal 
that he would pay $1,200 "if the work shall be done faith­
fully." The house was probably built in 1829 and is a hand­
some example of the Federal style which Keith used in Thomaston.

14. The Howard Se'ymour House (HABS) was also built by William R. 
KeTth^frTthe 1830's or 1840's. The Greek Revival design may 
be based upon Edward Shaw's "Doric Cottage" in the Rural Archi- 
ture, which was published in 1843.
The Robinson House (no photo), home of Hon. Edward Robinson, 
a prosperous shipmaster, merchant. State Senator, and candi­
date for Governor. The house was built in the Federal style 
by William R. Keith, probably in the 1820*s.
The Williams House. F.L.S. Morse, in his Thomaston scrapbook 
says: "Sometime before 1875, Captain Williams acquired the 
place (a house had been built on the site in 1819) and much 
later replaced the house with the Victorian structure now known 
as the Lucette. Andrew McFarland did the work and the cost was 
$9,000." The house was probably built around 1880 and is an

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Imposing Mansard roofed dwelling with an Itallanate tower.
/17. The John fogies House (HABS), was designed In the Federal 

style by John Ruggles for hlniself and built In 1827. Ruggles 
was a State Senator, served In both Houses of Congress, and 
was a Judge on the Maine Supreme Court. Ruggles was one of 
the town's leading citizens, and one of the few who were In­
vited to play whist with the Widow Knox.

18. Montpelier, the home of General Henry Knox and his family 
from 1>9^ to the mid 19th century. It was originally standing 
on the banks of the Georges River until It was razed In 1871.
The reproduction on the present sf^e was built In 1929. At 
the time It was built by Ebebeze/ Dunton, from plans probably 
supplied by Charles Bulfinch, it was said to be more splendid 
than Mt. Vernon. Construction reportedly cost $50,000.

19. The Cole House. Prince notes In his journal on June 21, 1824 
that ">4r. Cole raised his house to the south of Healy's this 
day." The house Is a large two and a half story structure 
with a handsome Federal style doorway.

20. The Leonard Fales House. Fales was a local man, born In 1768, 
married ^n 1^90, and died In 1826. His modest Federal style 
house probably dates from the early part of the nineteenth 
century.

The remaining photographs show various scenes within the District, on 
Main and Knox Streets. Several of the houses listed abo^ can be Identi­
fied In them.
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The Thomaston Historic District is bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point at the intersection of the center line of U.S. Route 1 
and the center line of Kossuth Street; thence northerly along the center 
line of Kossuth Street to a point in the center line of said street; thence 
easterly crossing George and Booker Street in a straight line which corres­
ponds to the rear property lines of the buildings along U.S. Route 1, to a 
point at the intersection of the center line of Starr Street with the center 
line of Park Avenue; thence easterly again to a point at the intersection 
of the center line of Starr street with the center line of Beechwood Street; 
thence northerly along the center line of said Beechwood Street 80' ^ to a 
point in the center line of said Beechwood Street; thence easterly crossing 
Erin Street in a straight line which corresponds to the rear property lines 
of the buildings along U.S. Route 1 to a point at the center line of Dwight 
Street; thence northerly along the center line of Dwight Street 110' + to 
a point in the center line of Dwight Street; thence easterly crossing Elm, 
Pleasant, and Riverside Streets in a straight line which corresponds to the 
rear property lines of the buildings along U.S. Route 1 to a point at the 
center of Mill River; thence northeasterly 430' + to a point west of the 
Old County Road; thence easterly 540' crossing tFe intersection of the Old 
Country Road and U.S. Route 1 to a point just south of U.S. Route 1; thence 
southeasterly 1000' + to a point east of Route 131; thence westerly crossing 
Route 131, the Mill River, Pine, Roxbury, Robinson and Gil crest Streets to 
a point east of Knox Street and South of U.S. Route 1; thence southerly and 
roughly parallel to Knox Street in a straight line which corresponds to the 
rear property lines of the buildings along Knox Street to a point in the 
center line of Thatcher Street; thence easterly along Thatcher Street 250'+ 
to a point in said Thatcher Street; thence southerly crossing the Maine 
Central Railroad tracks to a point in the St. George River; thence Westerly 
at a 90 angle to another point in the St. George River; thence northerly 
partially along Knox Street to a point at the intersection of the center 
line of Knox Street and the Maine Central Railroad tracks; thence north­
westerly along the Maine Central Railroad tracks to a point at the intersec­
tion of the Maine Central Railroad tracks with the Center line of Elliot 
Street; thence easterly along the center line of Elliot Street to a point 
at the intersection of the center line of Elliot Street with the center line 
of Dunn Street; thence northerly along the center line of Dunn Street cross­
ing Hyler Street to a point west of Knox Streets; thence westerly 340' + 
crossing Green Street to a point just west of Green Street; thence westerly 
again crossing School Street in a straight line which corresponds to the rear 
property lines of the buildings along U.S. Route 1 to a point at the center 
line of Wadsworth Street; thence northerly along Wadsworth Street to a point 
at the intersection of the center line of U.S. Route 1 and the center line 
of Kossuth Street, said point being the point of beginning.

There are now approximately 125 acres contained within these boundaries.
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The town of Thomaston, on the banks of the Georges and Mill Rivers, 
is a showpiece of nineteenth century architectural styles, from the Adam 
to the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, and French Second Em­
pire. Its growth and conformity to these styles, each in its turn, has 
been unmarred by the coming of the twentieth century with its own special 
emphasis. The town today is much as it was a century ago, and each of 
the buildings listed has its own special history, usually connected in 
some way to the sea.

The site of modern Thomaston was first seen by white men in June of 
1605, when Captain George Weymouth sailed up the river which now bears 
his name. He declared the river to have no rival in the world, with its 
deep coves and stands of timber suitable for masts.

The area was not settled until 1630, when a truckhouse was erected 
at what is now the foot of Wadsworth Street. This was used for trading 
between Plymouth Plantation and the Indians until the Indian Wars of 1675.

In 1719-1720, two blockhouses were built, and the old trading house 
was remodelled into a fort, complete with palisades. Also erected were 
a double sawmill on Mill Creek, thus naming it, and thirty frames for 
houses. The tiny settlement was protected by a garrison of twenty men 
under the leadership of Captain Thomas Westbrook.

A series of Indian attacks in 1722-1723 was successfully repelled. 
These stemmed from the disputed ownership of the land. The English 
claimed that the area had been sold in May, 1694 by Madockawado to Sir 
William Phipps of Pemiquid, who passed it to President John Leverett of 
Harvard, and later to Samuel Waldo. The Indians, however, claimed that 
Madockawado had sold property which never belonged to him in the first 
place. The dispute was settled forcibly, and the Indians relinquished 
their claim.

In 1735, eleven years after he took possession, Waldo engaged twenty- 
seven people to settle there. A grist mill was built in 1740.

In 1777, the town was incorporated under the name of Thomaston, so 
called for Major General John Thomas of Massachusetts, who distinguished
(See Continuation Sheet)
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himself in the Revolution. It is believed by some, however, that the name 
is from Thomaston, Ireland, home of some of the early settlers. The popu­
lation at the time of incorporation was fifty, in a seven mile circumference 
In 1848, the town was divided into three parts: Thomaston, South Thomaston, 
and East Thomaston, presently Rockland.

The first major industry, and that which gave birth to those which 
followed, was lime burning. This process for making plaster from the lime­
stone which was so abundant in the region, consists of keeping a fire burn­
ing for over a week with pieces of limestone amid the flames. The operation 
took place in large stone kilns, several of which are still standing in the 
town. This was begun in 1734.

Naturally, all the plaster produced could not be used in one small town, 
so the shipping and shipbuilding industries grew up, with their attendant 
rigging and sailmaking shops. The plaster was shipped in casks, which were 
made locally, giving birth to a flourishing cooperage trade.

Whether from its greater importance, or greater romatic appeal, it is 
for the seafaring days that Thomaston is best remembered. Practically 
every family in town of any importance was connected to the sea in some way; 
either a shipbuilder, a captain, a merchant, or a rigger. The families inter 
married extensively, so that there were numerous cases of one's father, bro­
ther, and husband, for example, all being seagoing men. Boys were signed 
on for voyages as early as age ten, sometimes rising to be a captain at the 
salty old age of nineteen or twenty. Wives would frequently accompany their 
husbands on voyages, and it was not uncommon for neighbors or even blood 
relatives to ship together.

As in every sea-oriented coimunity, there was more than the average 
amount of excitement, and sometimes tragedy. Ships would go aground coming 
up the river. A new arrival would mean goods from all over the world, news 
of national events, mail, and sometimes word that a certain ship had gone dow^, 
all hands presumed drowned. Thomaston shipping, with its frequent cargoes 
of plaster, was more vulnerable than others, since if the plaster became 
wet, it would heat up tremendously and increase greatly in bulk and weight, 
causing serious damage to the hull of the ship. For example, in 1829, the 
schooner ANN, (built in Thomaston in 1819, 134 tons) loaded with lime and 
headed for New York, left Chatham early on March 22nd, was wrecked on the 
eastern shore of Nantucket during a violent storm. The crew attempted to 
make their way to some place of shelter from the fury of the storm. The 
first mate and the steward, sons of the captain, Reuben Mosman, became ex­
hausted with fatigue and cold. Finding that they were unable to walk, the 
captain, with the energy and fortitude of an affectionate father, bore them

(See Continuation Sheet)
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alternately on his shoulders for about a mile. However, both boys died of 
exposure. Such stories occur frequently In the town’s history.

With the Embargo in 1807, shipping fell off somewhat but was not des­
troyed, as In so many other sailing communities. The population continued 
to grow, but more slowly. It nearly doubled in the decade 1790-1800, from 
799 to 1,407, then surged to a peak in 1840 of 6,227, then declined In ten 
years to 2,753. In 1970 It was 2,646.

In 1820, when Maine became a state, it was necessary to remove Maine's 
prisoners from the Massachusetts jails. The decision was made to locate 
the state prison at Thomaston, where It was completed In 1824. The cells. 
Incredibly, were underground, where the prisoners were lowered each night 
after a day's work In the lime quarries or vegetable gardens. In 1843, above 
ground cells were constructed, and through Improvements, the prison Is still 
located there.

Perhaps the most famous of Thomaston's families was that of General 
Henry Knox. He was born In 1750 In Boston and married Lucy Flucker In 1774. 
Her families were Tories, her father being Secretary to the Governor of 
Massachusetts. Knox was a friend of George Washington, and distinguished 
himself at the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Monmouth, and Germantown. He 
Is best remembered In the Revolution for bringing artillery from Ticonderoga 
nearly two hundred miles to Boston. For this feat, Washington appointed him 
chief of artillery. After the War, the Major General became Washington's 
Secretary of War, a position he held until 1795. At that time he moved, 
with his family, to Thomaston, which, it will be recalled, had been part of 
Samuel Waldo's holdings. Waldo happened to be the grandfather of Lucy Knox, 
so there was some family attachment to the region.

Beginning In 1794, Knox ordered construction of his magnificent baronial 
home, christened Montpelier, built by Ebenezer Dunton from plans probably 
supplied by Charles Bulfinch. Construction took until 1795, on a panoramic 
site on the banks of the Georges River. The cost was reported to be $50,000. 
The family moved to the new house in June of 1796, and quickly became the 
social arbiters of the town. Besides the mansion, which was more imposing 
than Mt. Vernon, there were several outbuildings, the only remaining one of 
which bedame the town's railroad station.

While the General tried to fit into the fabric of the town, Mrs. Knox 
fancied herself far above the other residents socially. When on errands 
around town, she refused to enter the homes of any of her neighbors, sending 
a servant to make the call instead. Once, when her carriage broke down and

CPO *11.724
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was immobilized, she and her children stood in the mud rather than accept 
hospitality from neighbors until repairs were completed.

The General was not only prodigiously wealthy, but he was also a very 
large man physically. During the Revolution he weighed 280 pounds. His 
death came suddenly, when, on October 22, 1806, he swallowed a chicken bone 
which lodged in his stomach. The resulting infection proved fatal on October 
25. He was buried with full military honors. His business affairs at that 
time were somewhat shaky, and his small empire went quickly downhill. Lucy 
remained in the decay of Montpelier until her death in 1824. The mansion 
continued in increasing disrepair until it was razed in 1871 to make way 
for the railroad. However, it was duplicated in 1929 on a site overlooking 
Mill River, where it stands today.

Thus, Thomaston is rich in heritage from three centuries. Its houses 
especially, are tangible reminders of what was once a smoky village of lime 
kilns, then a busy port town. Today it is a quiet, unhurried town, much 
like many others in many ways, but with the exception of the two mile long 
main street which is included in the boundaries of the District. It is on 
this street that many of the more prominent houses are located; and it is 
because of this street, which with Knox Street forms an impressive field 
museum of the past, that the Thomaston Historic District is nominated for 
inclusion in the National Register.
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4. Owner of Property. _

5., Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.
Description. Atuiie. iou.^iiJuiy> Ap(Ccfli"

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography. ________________________________________________________
.5 ^ ! C ia^C<^

_10, Ceographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Longitude (or Latitude) appears 

tf be off bv about • Please chec’:.
b. Acreage.

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. __

Photographic Coverage,

Map Coverage.

1^ hafitf br tj^

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Cori'ection of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked

SIGNED;



^ STATlPROPER

WORKING NUMBER

TECH REVIEW
PHOTOS

MAPS

CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

OAv

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Raglstar Wrlte-xip jjr J 'O Send-back

Federal Register entry ^ Re-submit.

Entered m i mi
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Fon» 10.301 
(Juir 19M)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or mctoae with map)

I. NAME

Thomaston Historic District

ANO/OR MISTOmC NUMERIC COOK hr NP(jp

23/013 # ^
3. LOCATION
STATE

Maine
COUNTY

Knox
TOWN

Thomaston
• TRCET AND NUMBER

Various
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE

:24000USGS Thomaston Quadrangle
REOUIREMENTt! PROPERTY SOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW

GPO 93Z.0I0































































































Missing Core Documentation

Property Name

Thomaston Historic District

County, State Reference Number

Know, Main# 74000176

The following Core Documentation Is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form

JL Photographs (Missing #15, #20) 

_USGSMap
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P South Thonastoa^ Nalne.
I

July 29th, 19liS.

CooniaBion of National Parka,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Hr. Conlaalonert

Will you please tell bb how the Government decides upon taking over "Parks"? 
And, la there any chance that Montpelier, the hone of General Henry Knox, eight 
be made into a National Shrine?

The nembers are working toward that. The need is great for limnedlate 
assistance for the beautiful aeaorial. The Knox Mesorial was Bade possible 
through the foresight and hard work of folks in Ihoeaston, Maine. The late 
Mr. Cyrus Curtis helped by giving the major constribution of |2UO,000.
The aemorial stands on a hill on Route 1 in Ihanaston and is conpletely 
fiimished. For anything you can do to assist In keeping this asaorial as a 
permanent shrine, we and the Bultitudes will be grateful.

For further information you may wish to write to the President of the Knox 
Association. President • Mr. Dudley H. Uolaan (Ihulley Moor Holman) Quincy, 
Mass,

Yours truly.

(sgd) Blanche W. Johnson.



! CNBCroN. M1WMUI MM i

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON c.

flUG 11) W48

Ufo* T««la } a.tcfl Jo' naon,

South Tt omator.f iJkina*

Door Lra. Joihacmt

ne l«ve raoelvacl your lottar ol’ Auguat Z ra4jarding »i. ontpallar^* 
naar Tlioeiaetcxi, Ualna« in which you aak ho«r tha FodorEtl g^nviani 
•alaeta hiatorieal araaa for addition to thoaa already included in 
tha VaUoml l^ark Syato:..

Tha taaterio Sitaa Act of Auguat tl, 19B6 (49 Stat. 66ti) aaUb- 
llahad an AdTlaor>' i oaxd on Kational i«rka, Hiatorlc sitaa, Huildlnga, 
and henunanta to advise on tt<a conduct of a Natloit^aldc survey of hie* 
torie alias to daiamina atiieh of the nany hiatorlc aitas in this 
eountiy are of outstanding; national historical ai,.'nificanca and should 
ba tha olijcct of Faderal protactive effort. In daoiding tha question 
of otttatandinr national ai^-nifioanea, Ua toard Itaa si oan a rsluotanca 
to dacljuvi as allglhla for national Matoric aits statua raaoniitme* 
tions or replloaa of historic iuildiiv;s, i>aliavint; that it should 
raceanand inataad tla daaignation of liistoric buiidin a which .ava 
aurvlvad to the present day. It is therefore unlikely in our eplnlon 
that the iicard wo^ild favorably/ ivconnatxi "Vontpaliar” aa an addition 
to tia National hark .‘iyataat of hiatorioal

the Kational Iteh .'lervice la anxioua to I'urttfar inrue^ 
tsnt state and local llatorioal oonaervation projecta such aa the one 
at "Montpalier," and, tfUila no i'unda for direct I'inancial aasiatanoe 
are available, seeks to rive advicoiy assiatanoe in planning witiin 
tiie lii^ita of its a^;proprlationa for cooperation with tiia States and 
loealitiaa in ouc‘ siattera. Oa are therefore eendlng a eoi.y of your 
letter and of our reply to itefional id.roctor Ti oeaa J. Allan, Region 
One of tils Service whoee offices are at the !'oeque, laurel and lain 
Streeta, iloinond, VirL'inia, «ltb Uie Uat he nay find it poasl*
tola to have a nanbar of ills staff call upon isr, Uudley V. iiolaan in 
Quiney, iaaaachuaatta, to discuss tlis problons whicn face your orrani- 
aation and ;ive auoii aasiatanoe as ha can.

CRPtg^s

cot l!r. Wrth.
Vr. Dudley U« Holinan. 
Kr. R. F. lec. ---- -

sincerely yours,
SOI-) A E DEjUAKAV

A. £• Denaray, 
Acting: Director.

Regional Director, lagion One. (2) With oc. of I rs. Johjiaon'a letter.



BBLLFSAIEERS 
2 FlMMat Street

U/W99
Diil^t D» SlBvOioytr 
Preeldwt of tbe Ibited Statee 
itagaeta^ Oeorsi*

ffy dear nraatdeat Sleaiiln«ert

Z hope that bgbmi day during your reet period ftoa raaponeZbilltle 
and hurdaua you uUl take a Ikv aimitea to road thla lattar eoaoenlag 
"liotrtpeXler” llweirlel to Major Oenaral Henry Knxt in TTwaatoo, Nelne.

Z do not knew taov you ftal about auch Naaorlalaj Z hope that you 
are ay^pattlMtlc* Mten Z (a new ^ Vlee Fraaldant of the Khcoc Naacrlal 
AaaoeiaUna) read throueh the bocklet iAl<di 1 here aeot you under 
aeparate aerar» mA noted that our Secretary of Mar Dut|^ 7. Darla 
waa boaor 9aaat at the annual aectlng In 2906, that at the 1936 aeetlng 

aant firaa Secretary of State OordalX mail. Chief Juatiee 
of Cangraaa, Z veaUaed that durlag the peat 

twenty yearn ve had loet contact and tbe Intereat of the laadara of our 
country*

country apdnat treaMdooB odda and lack of aonay (the latter aeeM to 
have fallowed hit mmory to thla day) I wxild Ilka to think that you will 
agree tath ae that the foraer uani intereat ^ our Cbfesaaait ahonld 
eontiaie* tm thinga parhapa you can adviaa aa oa* Vlrat, la there any 
nay in idiioh thla beautiful hlatcrle Muaeua can be aade into a 
Shrine? Seoand« are there any Federal funds aeallAle to help ua 
indtate financial margaoej and to help Maintain It in the ftture?

Thla la the eaergancy* Wa hare not 
original alata roof and replace it with aaphalt ahinglaa^ repair 
froM eater pouring down the interior ualla« etc* the reaeooi 
Caaent Rant blaata, and vUl continue to blaet> eloee to our preparty 
and oa tbe aeae vela on idkleh th^buUdlBg atenda, reaulting in craved 
and flying alatea each tine.

Ow eatlaate fttr a new roof and getter repairay ete.r la ^000* 
Interior r^aira will coat acne and hawe not yat bean aatlaatad* Me have 
arallahle caly $3000* in our Sanrine fund* 1 list our only aaaaa of Inwea 
and our aeemge yearly eiqpendituree as foUoee:



Adidsslon* (About iSx;
MartiwrahipA (bbout 2^0 
Qmt froa State of Maine aai^ year 

endouamt

Modteaaae ( 
Blectriclty
Xalsplknie
Insurance
Fuel
FrlntlnjSj pofitajge 
mac.

$I«BOO.OO
^.00

1«000.00
i.yw.OQ

^^fioo.ooi
1,630.00

637.1i^
222.00
U3.63
325.00^.27
50.7T

Jbo State of Maine is not rlchj Ihoaastoa and all of Knxw County 
arc relatively poor. We bave a building containing valuable IxLatcarleal 
docuaeata, furniture, etc. vorthy of perpetual eare vblcb ca art unable 
to give it vithout help from a lareer uouroe than ws have ao fMr been 
able to find.

I think bov many tlare General Knox bad to ask frr flnanslal aid 
for tba Continental Aroy and other cork that he vas asked to do and It

sad that In this day vb too have to aak for help to aalntaln his ovn

I vlU wnfareelmbo your guidance as Z raapact your oourage and 
viadcBi as our Frottldent. Also do take care of youraelf.

Sincerely yours

/i/ Dorothy Vebatar Kent
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Because of these latter considerations and the fact that 
General Knox Is already cooinamorated In three Inqportant historical 
units of the Rational Park System, It vlU xiot be possible ibr the 
Rational Park Service to consider the present day "Montpelier" for 
permanent preservation as a national hlstoirlc site. The Rational ^
Park Service also could not undertake to provide ^emergency funds for ;/^
[the necessary repedrs on!the structure, since Its appropriated finds 
must be devoted to the administration and care of sites and 
structures In Federal ovnershlp which form a pert of the Rational ^
Park System.

We regret that we are unable to offer encouragement 
regarding Federal participation in the preservation of "Montpelier".
However, we should like to note that the Knox Me^rlal Association 

I and associated societies and Individuals hav^/u£de an outstanding 
record In the development of the patriotic'miseua at "Montpelier", 
axKl we trust that a reactivated cosBHinlty Interest may produce the 
finds necessary to repair and maintain the structure In the future* 
llie Assoc 1 atloi^[ud the General IGiox Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, at Thomaston,^ In sponsoring the development of 
"Montpelier", carrying out a cbsmiunlty responsibility similar to 
that which has been assumed throughout the United States by many 
public-spirited groups now endeavoring to save historic sites of 
this char^ter. Ve appreciate your Interest in writing to .'tbe 
President /regarding this matter and hope that the cosmunlty will 
meet with success in Its effort to insure the future of "Montpelier".

Sincerely yours.

Assiitaol.
(sgd) Roger Ernst

Secretary of the Interior

Miss Doxothy Webster Kent 
Bellfeathers 
2 Pleasant Street 
Camden, Maine

Copy to: DCCO
Asst. Seey., Public Land Mgt.
/Div. of Budget and Finance 
Adm. Asst., Secretary 
Regional Director, Region Five w/c lac.
Ben Tboiqmon w/c Inc.
Branch of History w/c Inc.
Mr. loung (det.) w/o Inc.

BVYoung:ss 12-28-99



States Senate 
Conalttee Oa 

Oowemaeot Opesmtlooe

March I96I

Mr. Coaxad Z. Vlrth 
Director
■fttlonal Buck Servloe 
Def rtawt oT the latarlor 
V<aehlngton, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:

I reeentljr had a eonvereatien with Mr. John I. 
Presldeat, Knoa M—irlel Aaeoelatlon, 29 Main Street,

0!be Knoa Naa>rlal Aeeoclatlan, a non-profit tawilertaking 
bae the reeponelhlllty of the oare and euetodar of the Knoa Memrlel 
vhioh le located In CMaaston, Maine. Ibe IlMnrIal eae built la 
the aeafiTy of Qenexal Khea, wbo eae laoednant In the Reeolutionaxy 
War vith Oenexal Oeoxse Waehlr^ton. They ealntain a repUea of 
Oeaexnl Knoa'e hem, uhleh Includaa all of the fumlehli^ that 
can be fbund fron the original bone of General Knoa. Zbe hone eae 
recoaetrueted at a ooet of sane ^2^,000 and bee been cared Ibr 
by this Aaeoclatlon fbr sane tlem.

Prlnarllor, they relied ioon eontrlbutlona to keep the 
enteiprlee goli«. The Aaeoclatlon le presently out of fhnde, and 
private eontrlbutlone have not been keeplac pace with the eiqpeneee 
which are required to aalntaln the property. At the present tine, 
the Aesoelatlon le preparing a drive in the hope of lalelng 
fbnde which will keep the project going.

However, they wotild like to know If there le any 
possibility of securing funds from the Oovemeent to assist 
this project, or If there le any possibility that the 
sight be Bade a National sontaMBt, cared fbr by the

I would appreciate very much having your views on this

Vith all best wishes, I

Sincerely yours, 

/V Rknund 8. Muskle

EAaund 8. thiskie



'V^R1M96IL^IBH

Hoa. Idaund B.
Uhlt«d BUAm SciuKta 
W—htngton 2^, D. C.

Dmut Bmmtor Nuskiat
7kmk you fbr your letter of Mereh 1 concerning the intereet 
of the XhOK Hworlel Aeeooletion In eecurlng financial aaslstaace 
fnai the Ihderal Oorezment for the puxvoee of aedlntalnlng 
"Mbotpelierf** the replica of the hoM of MnJ. GSen. Henry Knox, 
at Thoaiaetoa^ Maine. In addition* ve uBderetaad thh Aaeoclatlon 
voiild like to knov If there la any poealblUty that this Nnorlal 
structure could be aade a National Monaamt and preserved as 
part of the Batlonal Ihzk SystSB.
Ve are pleased to learn of the long*atandlng comunity Interest 
In Thoeaston* and on the part of the Knox Ncnorlal Aseoclatlen* 
in the reaonatmetlen and aaintenanee of Oenezal Knox's hoaw* 
at a point near the original hOMslte. We can appreciate the 
eoooem felt by the Asaoclatlon vhen It Is faced by the decline 
of private contributions and adhilaaion revennes vhleh It has 
ussd Ibr tha ealatenaace of ths structure. Vs sincerely hope 
that the Aaeoclatlon's nev drive for funde vUl be sueeeesful.
We recosalse the patriotic ocntributlon of General fioox to 
Anerlcm hlatory* both as a Revolutionary soldier and leader* 
sad ae a ellltazy stateanan during his period of office as 
first Secretary of War. At preaent* the laportant phases of 
General Knox's life are coBMnozmted In three historical areas 

ia the Istlooal Park Bystsn. Theae are Dozehaster 
Selghts Mitloael Historic Site* In Boston* Masaechusetts* at 
the site vbers General Knox's Revolutionary artillery forced 
the evecuatlon of Boston by the Brltlahi and at Federal Hall 
National Nenorlal la Nev York City* end Independence National 
Historical Park in Philadelphia* vbere recognition Is given to 
General Khex's achleveaants as the first Secretary of War* It 
is our \aoderstendlng that the present "Mon^eller" la a nsdam 
reconstruction* dedicated In 1931# and Is a replica of the 
original bane nearby to vhleh General Xhox retired In 179^# after 
he had his laportant eontrlbutloas to American history.
The original structure vas dnaollshed In IO71 and Its site Is 
today occupied by a railroad right^fwvay.

PIB 612$
/



of these latter coostderatlona aal the feet that 
Geoaral KhOK la alrao4f eoBBcaorated In three iqportant hlatori* 
cal UDlta of the National Faxk Syatem, It vlll not be poaalbla lOr 
the Matiooal Pax4c Service to consider the praaent dagr ’'Montpalie*^ 
for peaaaaent preaarvatloa aa a Natlnoal Nonunant* Ibe National 
Paxk Servlea also could not undertaha to provide fields fbr aalnte* 
nance of the structure^ since Its appropriated funda nuat be devoted 
to the adatolstratlon and care of sites and structures In federal 
Gvaexshlp vhleh fom a part of the National fork 9y&tm,

Ve regret that ve are unable to offer encourageawit ragarding 
Fhderal participation In the preservation of ''Montpaller." Bov* 
ever^ ve should like to note that the Knox Nsaorlal Aasoolatlon 
has aeda an outstanding raoord In the developownt of the patriotic 
aueena at "Moo^peller«'' and ve trust that a reactivated coaensiltgr 
Interaat nay produce the funds necesaaxy to maintain the atruetura 
In the future. !Ebe Asaoelatlan^ In eponaoring the devalopaant of 
"NDatpeUer," la earxying out a oomatmlty rasipoaslblllty slsUar 
to that \dileh has bean aastsaed thzouddx>ut the Uoltad States by 
aany pift>llc*aplrltad groups nov endeavoring to save atruoturea 
of this obazacter. ¥a appreciate your Interaat in vritlng to 
08 regarding this matter and hope that cocnunlty affbrts vUl 
Insure the future of "Montpelier."

Sincerely yours.

Director

Copy to: DCCO 
Ul 
VL
ABP
AA
ReglODal Director, Region Five 

-.branch of History 
Hr* Ben Thoapaon 

EWYaung;Jd 3/13/61

of Inc.
ff II
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L^IBB June 16, 1961

Mr. Jolia R. Egertoa 
President^ Xhox Maanrlal

AMOelAtlOQ
29 NKln StTMt 

MkUk

Dmt Mr. Igertoa:

Thwilt you for yottr rwont l«tt«r requtating Infbiutioa cooeoning 
the arMe In the Matlonel Itek Syetea iddeh csowotmte the life 
of Ma3. Oen. Haoury fivs. You refer to an earlier letter on thle 
eubjeeti but «e regret tbet thle is not eretlahle to ua.

Sowever* ve arc heWY at this tine to aupply you vlth the regoeated 
inlbmatlen. the Matlonal Ihzk Servlee baa racogniaed the aignifl* 
cant perioda of General Khox*a eootrlbution to Aewrican hiatozy 
daring hia active oareer, both aa a soldier and as first Seeretary 
of Uar» at the foUoving tiiree areas in the National Iterk Rystcn: 
Dorchester Heights Histone Site, in Boston, Msaaachusetta; at 
Federal tmi National Meaorlal, in Nev York City; and at Independ^ 
eace Mstinnal Hlatozieal lark. In Ihlladalphla. We believe that 
the easasnozative and Interpretive prograsa at these three laportent 
national hlatozieal areas adequately repreeent General Khax*a Ufa. 
It la the polley of the national Bstfc Servlee to reeoffilse aeleetad 
hlatorle figurea of national algnlflcance at aultable key locations 
ehlch hare a bearing on the najor aapecta of their careers, and re 
believe that «»<■ will be fully acooepllshed In the progzens of the 
three ersee nantianed, in the ease of General Kook.

Ve truet that the fbregolng Infbznotlon will be helpful to you. 
Your intereet in writing to us regarding this natter Is greatly 
sgipreeiated.

Sincerely yours.

(SGD) HERBEBT E KAHLER
Herbert I. Kshlsr 
Chief Historian

Copy to: tegliozial Director, Region Fire v/o of Inc.
p<^r«ich of History w/c of inc.

RVYoungtJd
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KNOX MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
THOMASTON. MAINE MMI
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*'j*tlonnl Park S«rvic«s 
Waitiiinz'ton, D, t;,

Gentlfifien t>

I wi«h to inquire if "ikintpel ier" the 
reconstructed hone of •'lajor Genornl Henry 
Knox , of ^‘•evolutionary fane and our first 
Secretary of t?ar, is listed in the Hationnl 
Register of Historic *’laces,

"Montpelier" is one of the finest 
historical iiuk»mu-is in our coiuitry, ns acclniraed 
hy everyone who visits it. It i« o|>en front 
May ,?Oth to *^eptet.tber (the second week) 
daily, and tlie adrAission charge is ^‘•diilts $0^ 
children uu»ler twelve. Free,

I enclose a brochure in order for you 
to see its heatity r^re clearly.

'“slldent Knox ^r?ori.il smocIationPr
Curator of 'Montpelier

John K Egerton 
29 ‘htin 3tr-et 
Tboniaston, Maine 04^61 
Decenhor 14th I969

v‘. 'i-
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State Park & Recreation Commission
State Office BuiUing 

Augufta, Maine 04330

December 2U, 1969 area coob 207 
2804821

Dr. miiam J. Mortal 
Keeper of the National Register 
Dnited States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D, C. 20006

Ret Advance nomination of State owned 
properties to the National Register

Dear Dr. Mortal:

In reading the National Register Newsletter Volume II — No. 7 
we have been alerted to your call for advance nominations of State owned 
properties. We wish to take advantage of this for the followings

\^ Home of General Henry Knox of Revolutionary War fame.
'I'liumaston, Knox County, Maine.

2. Eagle Island - Home of Admiral Robert E. Peary, discoverer of the 
North Pole, Harpswell, Cumberland County, Maine.

3. Songo Lock - Only iremainlng operable section of the Cumberland-Oxford 
Canal built in 1832, Naples, Cumberland County, Maine.

U. Popham Colony - Site of the 1607 attempt at English settlement by 
George Popham and Ralei^ Gilbert, Popham Beach, Sagadahoc County, 
Maine.

Ten covered bridges - wooden structures

Babb's Bridge - Cane Road, Qoi^iam and River Road, W|ndhan, Coaberland 
County (005) Maine (18). Built in I8U0, it crosses the Presumpscot 
River.

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). 
Built in 1901 it crosses the Magalloway River.

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017) Maine (I8). Built In 
1857, it crosses the Saco River.



‘8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18), Built 
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built 
in 1868 it crosses the Ellis River,

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 1$ and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis 
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquis 
River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the 
Kenduskeag stream was dismantled in 1961. It has since been re-assembled 
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18).
It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was 
built in 1882.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York Coimty (03I) and Parsonfield, 
Oxford County (017) Maine (18), Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee 
River.

13. Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18), Built 
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River.

lit. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (I8), 
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should 
accoiqpany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time 
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on 
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.Q.S. topo­
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual 
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or 
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed 
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual 
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

ncerely.

h*r«bjr certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

dnijjilA
Chief. Office of Archtiology and fftaioric Preaei

FEB 1 ( m

%

John W. Briggs 
Historian

properties have been reviewed and approved for 
CoR^ttee for Historic Sites of the State Park 
id this is certified by me.

>ate

TTE8T:

ft
tl Tti fVaiionai Register

x^^'wrence Stuart, Director 
f Liaison Officer

Keeper of Th^ KaiionaiFEB 1 1 1970 ^
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State Park & Recreation Commission
State Ollice BuilJtng 

Augusta, Maine 04330

Jantiarjr 13» 1970 area code 207 
280-3S21

Mr. Robert S. Gamble, Historian 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
001 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Hr. Qanft)le:
State Owned Properties Advance 
Nominations

Ibis letter and the information which follows will attempt to provide 
the needed clarifications for the locations of 11* state owned properties 
which were named in the advance nomination of December 2l*, 1969.

1. Montpelimn Horae of General Henry Knox - Thoraaston, Knox County, 
TBIBe7*Oi3. This building is located on Route 131 approyinM>*^^i,Y «ne.-

from the center of the villatte proper of IRioraaston. Route I3I ia « road 
which leaves U. S. Route 1 three quarters of a mile north of Ihomaston's 
village proper. Montpelier lies on a plot of land on the inland side of 
Route 131 one quarter of a mile from U. S. Route 1.

2. Eagle Island, Jjarpswell. Cumberland County, 005, Home of Admiral 
Robert E. Peary. Ibis island is located in the Casco Bay region of 
Maine's coast. The island lies 1 U/5 miles S.S.E. of Bailey Island, 
and 15 miles N. N. E. of Portland, Maine.

3. Songo Lock - of the Cumberland-Oxford Canal built in 1032, Naples, 
Cumberland County, 005. This section of the old canal system is locate 
on the Songo River, which flows between Sebago Lake and Long Lake. This 
point oh the Son^[River lies 3 miles E.S.E. of the village of Naples 
on a side country road wBIch”Ieaves Route IIU, 2 miles south of Naples.
It is then 1 mile from the Route 1lU»

1). Pophara Colony - site of the 1607 English settlement, Popham Beach, 
Sagadahoc County 023. This site is located adjacent to the pTPffftPt 
.Popham built in 1061. This point of land a beach area is at the mouth of 
the Kennebec River or the west side of the river.
miles due south of Brunswick,

This lies some 5 
Maine on Route 209 at the very end of this

State road. Route 209.
Ten Covered Bridges - Wboden Structures

5. Babb's Bridge-Cane Road, Gorham and River Road.jflfin^am, Cumberland 

County 005» This bridge crosses the Presumpscott River 2 miles north of 
South Windham Village and 6 V2 miles*^northeast of Gorham and again 10 

“miles northwest oTTortland, Maine.

KEEP MAINE SCENIC
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Look 
Pophoa Colaagr 
BoUb'o Bridflo

Rolqnrlllo Bride* 
Lov«4«gr Bride* 
Low*'* Bride*

XkoK Coml^, 
Cuib«rl«iid Couatgr# 
Cunb«rl*ad Coantj, 
8*e*d*hoc Counlgrf

U*t*oa 8ttlw>*ttt Bride*

Oxford CoMBtgr*
Oxford OoKBtar,
P*nbb**oft CoMBty, M*in*
Oxford County^ N*ln* 
Pl•o«t•a^l• CouBtgr« N*ln* 
P*a6b*«at CoMrtgr, M*1n*
York Cowty and tefwd Coiartgr* 
Oxford Coontgr 
Aroostook Coixitari Mala*



I.WPKNCC Stwart 
DinzcTOB

State Park & Recreation Commission 
* * .^ SUtt Office BuiUing

Augufta< M«ine 04330

April 21, 1971
AKXA COOK 207 

280^1

1
Or. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
OS. Dept, of the Interior 
National park Service
Office of Archeology and Historic FVeservatlon 
801 19th Street 
Washington, 0. C. 20006

Oear Or. Murtagh:

On Oecember 24, 1969 there were submitted fourteen advance nominations df ' 
State owned historic properties. A copy of the accompanying letter of that 
date is enclosed.

The time Is now imminent. May I, when completed nominations must be 
received In your office, you will, therefore, find thirteen completed nomina­
tions. There will be no nomination for one place and this place, "Montpelier", 
may need to be removed from the National Register of Historic Places. I know 
that you are aghast at this development. There are reasons for this and they now 
follow.

It was on November 6, 1969 that I first assumed duties with the State Park 
and Recreation Commission. It was In December of 1969 that this office received 
the National Register Newsletter, Vol. II, No. 7 requesting advance nominations. 
It was on Oecember 9, 1969 that | first met with the Advisory Committee on 
Historic Sites to the State Park and Recreation Commission whose members are 
the Review Body for Maine nominations to the National Register. These people 
and the Nati,onal Register program were both new to me. A copy of the minutes 
of that meeting are enclosed. "Montpelier," was recommended for a nomination 
and when It came time to forward advance nominations on December 24, 1969 it 
was Included.

An error was made. "Montpelier", In Thomaston, Maine Is a building. It 
was built In 1931 by the Knox Memorial Association through the generous gift 
of Hr. Cyrus Curtis. This building is an exact replica of the home of Gen.
Henry Knox of Revolutionary War fame. Of the above fact I have long been well 
aware^and equally so the Review Body members,as "Montpelier" is now owned by the 
State and administered by this Commission. This alone would not have excluded 
a National Register nomination, provided that this replica had been built on the 
site of the original Gen. Knox home. The site itself would be worthy. My 
recent investigation*has developed the fact that this replica was built on a 
plot of land which is more than one mile from the original site of "Montpelier."

c-'r- vni-r irtnre^t and understand inc, I have enclosed in on envelone
phorograpns or tne replica and additional photos or the site of the original 
Montpelier. |n this present day there remains an out building built In 1795



Dr. William J. Murtagh April 21, 1971

which was associated with Msntpelier. The immediate area today about the site 
of the original Montpelier Is crossed on one part by a railroad and over the 
balance are a construction company's office building and a lumber yard.

! .
I |t Is conceiveable that a nomination could be developed for this true site, 
but the physical environment at this time negates that In my opinion.

If you should have any insights on this problem and will relate them to me, 
J will do anything I can to correct this problem.

Dr. Murtagh, I deeply regret the implications stated In this letter. It 
may cause you embarrassment. Errors do creep in.

Sincerely,

l/iohn W. Briggs
Historian

JNB/pk

Enc.
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NIAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION' COMMISSION
31 WESIKRN AVENUE 
AUCUSTA, MAINE 04330

Ahea Cour 207 
2H9-213.3

March 4. 1974

Mr. Charles Herrington 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets, N.H.
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Charles:

iio7

RtravEO
tIAR 1 1

national 
REGIS

Please find enclosed National Register Nomination forms for 
three historic districts; the Portland Waterfront, Cumberland Mills, 
and Thomaston. I would appreciate it very much if you could process 
these nominations before the April 1, 1974 deadline.

Thanx

im Mundy
JM/jb
enclosures



ENTRIES IN THE HATIOWAL REGISTER 

STATE lUIlIB

Date Entered
H«y t IW

Location

Mills listorie

IMsMstsB Hlstsrit Dlstrist

Cssbarisad Caaaty 

favtiaad
Caakarlaad Caaotj

Tliosastaa 
Kaaa Caaatf

Also Notified

loa. Bdaand S. Maskla
tfilliaa D. lailiavay 

■aa. fatav Kjraaa
latlaaal Dlraetor, North 

Atlantia Eagiaa

ftata Hiataria Praaarvatiaa Offiaav 
Mr. Jaaaa Maadj, Diraatar 
Maiaa Blaterleal Praaaraatian Casa. 
SI Vaatara Aaaaaa 
Aasnata, Maiaa OdSSO

MMott/row 5/3/74
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E>2": K Strt•f'!I )';w 
'..'- •-;»ir«;t lt. DC :'.0005 

..... ~ : . .n1··1cmy Sc"lzi 
Insurance Corporation 

,, , ;f.,~·~uchusetts 02109 

,_;.1 ,\ 'r;' l '. 19 0, the Cotmcil received your determlnaticn that approval 
.,., b·1 ·lte Heritage Sa••ings Bank to establish a branch 

' 
·1-i..ne, would not advcrselv < ffect ti1e. 11wroaston :::...:...:...:.::..=...~--!.---..::....::.:.. , ~ 

_ 't:..:i a property included in the National Register of 
), : .'. ., l<lr:e:i. The deterr.iination is premised on tlw Orcl<!r of Approval 

mLl.'::.ill' a condition giving the M:4i.ne State Historic Pre~;ervation 
· i v;, w and :;pprova o( final design plans for rcit.'.1bil:ltation of 

· • l • : .1 blt: LO be occupied by the brancl:l bank. In accordance i;..;::..th 
0 l. ,J,1) of the Counci.l 1 s rcguL:!tions (36 CJ<R Part 800), the 

H··,, ~tor <lees not object to your detennination. 

·.,, r·-0.,.idcd iu Section 800.9 of the Council's r.egulations, a copy of 
'h.:r d• t.c:r1'1i nat I..on of no adverse e f feet, along ; i th sup o-:ct .. ng doc,n:K!nt:at :nn. 

.·1d : ·1 .:.~ concurrence, should be :lncluded in a 1y asses1::merit or :::; U1t-~ten t 
· n.µ'1 1·v f.-,, thi~ un<le1·taking jn comp] iance wi1 h chc N.::1 ionnl Enviro~m< .. n t;1J. 
','L.y .\ct and s'wu1d be kept in you!.' r2cords as cvi.denc'.e of your c mpliance 
•iLh fi::t. tirrn J 06 of the National Historic P eservat: on ,\ct and the 

'' '1;::c: '·· 1:-'gu 1..nt ionr•. 

1n"~ 10u or cur cooperation. 
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Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation

eo.

1522 K Street NW. 
VlSashington D.C. 
20005

oX
o
o

0CT27 m
Mr. Creelcy S. Bychanaa 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Morriss Cotton Federal Building 
275 Chestnut Street 
Manchester, New Hampshire 03103

Dear Mr. Buchanan:

The Council has received a determination from the Dapartownt 
of Housing and Urban Development that rehabilitation of the 
Knox Hotel, Thonaaton, Maine, and construction of an addition 
to that building would not adversely affect the Thonaaton 

^Historic Diatrlet. a property included in the National Register 
of Historic Places. The Executive Director does not object 
to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, should 
be included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended* 90 
Stat. 1320).

As you know, compliance with the Council's Procedures is a 
separate process from obtaining "certified rehabllitation''statas 
from the Secretary of the Interior for purposes of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976. If the project developer wishes to determine If his 
project qualifies as a certified rehabilitation, the plans and 
specifications for the project must be submitted to the Secretary 
for review.

Your continued cooperation is appreciated. 

Sincerely,

Myra Ti Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Compliance
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These buildings stand 
on the site of the 
original ’’Montpelier"

Farm House a part of 
the "Montpelier" 
complex is original 
built in 1793.Remains 
in tact. Wasused as 
Railroad Station

Bronze planue near 
site of original 
Montpelier" Lime Kiln, the basic 

foundation of which 
dates to General 
Knox's period of 
operation

I

ll
4th bell cast by Paul 
Rervrere in 1796,placed 1 
Town Meeting House give 
by Gen.Henry Knox. 
Cracked in 1822.Recast 
by Revere’8 son.Meeting 
House later North Paris 
Church and later still 
tom down. Bell donated 
to "Montpelier" by 
Pauline Bill in Oct.196

JW ' ' If/imsr "

L
lies of Gen. Henry 

home "Montpelier" 
uilt 1931 by Knox Mem- 
rial Association throug 
1ft of Cyrus Curtis.No% 

^wned by State of Maine.
tnistered by State 

Park 6( Recreation Com- 
ission. Not on original



Unscanned Materials

...An Appeal.. To Make Montpelier The Home of MAJOR GENERAL HENRY KNOX At 
Thomaston, Maine. A Natiimal Shrine. Granite City Print, Quincy, Massachusetts. 1949.

Williams, Harriet R. “Montpelier; The Maine Home of Major General Henry Knox,” in 
Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, June/July 1964.


