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The Town of East Machias is located in central Washington County, the 
easternmost county in Maine. The village is situated along the banks of 
the East Machias River. The village is approximately four miles from the 
County Seat at Machias.

The exact boundaries for the district are as follows: Beginning at
a point 200'+ north of Route 1 at the western end of the Pope Memorial 
Bridge, whicF point is at the intersection of Latitude 44°44'22" and 
Longitude 67°23'23"; thence easterly crossing Factory Street; the East 
Machias River, Route 1, and Bridge Street to a point just east of the 
church cemetery, whKh point is at the Intersection of Latitude 44^44'18" 
and Longitude 67°23'07"; thence southerly to a point 450'+ east of High 
Street, which point is at the intersection of Latitude 44^44'02" and 
Longitude 67°23'34"; thence westerly crossing High Street and Water Street 
to a point in East Machias River, which point is at the intersection of Latitude 44°43'58" and Longitude 67®23'18"; thence northerly to the point 
of beginning.

The boundaries herein described encompass an area of 63 acres+ of high 
ground and water.

1. Pope Memorial Bridge
2. Gaddis Brothers Co. building; built 1841 for S.W. Pope & Co. 

store.
3. The Daniel Foster House built 1800.
4. The John Foster House built 1^. Burn's Tavern until 1825.

This house was occupied by the Pope family for much of the 19th 
and early 20th Century.

5. The Dennis Garland House built in 1820's. Now occupied by the 
Warren Lodge of Masonry. This building has been considerably 
remodeled.

6. First Congregational Church built in 1836 by John E. Seavey.
7. Burrill's Store built mid 19th Century. On the site of the Col.

Benjamin Foster House. __
8. G. E. Burrill House built early 19th Centup^'ipF^he^

Deacon Samuel Foster House.
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9. The Simon McNeil House built 1817. 

(See Continuation Sheet) N.
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10. The Colonel C. H. Foster House built 1800.
n. The Cyrus Gardner House built early 19th Century.
12. G. H. Hovey House built ca. 1860. This building is in a deterio­

rated condition.
13. The J. Harris House built ca. 1860.
14. Mrs. P. Hyatt House built ca. 1860; remodeled in 1895 by Warreh 

Pope.
15. The Old School House built mid 19th Century. This building now 

houses the East Machias Fire Department.
16. The A. F. Kingsley House built early 19th Century.

17. The C. S. Gardner House built early 19th Century.
18. Mrs. Kahaley House built early 19th Century.

19. First Congregational Church Vestry built ca. 1850.
20. First Congregational Church Parsonage built ca. 1880.
21. The G. D. Gaddis House built ca. 1840.
22. The Uoodin Foster House built ca. 1805. This house has been 

substantially modified.
23. William Chase House built ca. 1880.
24. Washington Acadeniy Building built 1823.
25. Church of the Disciples of Christ built 1^^. This building is 

now owned by Washington Acadetny and is the Albee-Richardson 
Memorial Building.

26. James Foster House built ca. 1805.
27. Charles Foster House built 1827. This house is now the residence 

of the principal of Washington Academy.
(See Continuation Sheet)
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28. The J. McNulty House built mid 19th Century.
29. Hammond Dennison House built mid 19th Century.
30. The B. T. Chaloner House built mid 19th Century.
31. The Benjamin 6. Chaloner House built 1836.
32. The C. P. Hovey House built early 19th Century.
33. The Jabez West House built early 19th Century.

SITES:

A. Site of S. W. Pope and Company Grist Mill. First Grist Mill in 
East Machias built on this site in 1788 by Captain Peter Talbot.

B. Site of S. H. Pope and Company Saw Mill. The Mill occupied this 
site from 1840-1906.

C. Site of Grist Mill built by James Foster in 1818.

D. Site of Saw Mill and Grist Mill of the J. M. Uiswell and Company.
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Although not pennanently settled until ·17637 the area now known as 
Machias, East Machias, and Machiasport had attracted the interes:t of 
settlers since 1633. It was in tha_t _year that Isaak Allerton set up a 
trading post at Machias under the auspices· of the Plymouth Company. (Un­
til 1826, the history·of Machias is also that of East Machias and the 
use of the tenn Machias in this text should be taken to mean the Machias 
area.) This venture however, was soon abandoned for it brought Allerton 
and the Plymouth Company into conflict with the French. 

In 1688, a census was taken of all settlers living between the 
Penobscot and the St. Croix Rivers. According to the tally there were 
nine French settlers living at Machias. As was the case with the French 
settlement at Pentagoet (Castine). thi~ small settlement at Machias was 
abandoned ~_.:th.e_.f.rench .. only. ... to ... he.._se.tt.L~Q... bi men of English -aescent· 'fn 1763".-· ·---.. . . .. ·-----·-·---· . ···· · ·-------... . 

Early in the fall of 1762, Isaiah Fos.ter and Isaac ~arrabee with 
other men embarked from Scarborough to explore to the east for sources 
of hay and also areas for possible settlement. They wished a suitable 
area for the construction of sawmills. They eve·ntually reached Machia·s 
and were impressed with the area's possibilities . 

. · Upon their return to Scarborough, tt)ey founded an association of 
sixteen persons to build a double saw mill at Machias {now the present 
town of Machias). Thirteen of the associates including Sylvanus Scott, 
Isaiah Foster and Isaac Larrabee took their families and embarked for 
Machias in April of 1763. Joel Bonney and Woodin Foster were hired by 
the sixteen as carpent~rs to go along. In all, there were twenty-four 
persons wh·o {fepartied i$tarborough in April. 

Their small vessel arrived on the 20th of May 1763, anchoring 
first at · the Rim in what is now the town of East Machias. The little 
settlement prospered and in 1765 more settlers arrived. By this time 
many of the settlers had established themselves at East Falls. nciw East 
Machias. L · 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the crjter!a and procecilres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State D Local ~ 

Date 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ! .. ·: . . . t · ••• . 
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Samuel Scott, a brother of Sylvanus Scott, Woodin Foster, Benjamin 

Foster, Daniel Fogg and others erected the first sawmill at East Machias 
in 1765. These men also lived in East Machias. Sylvanus Scott settled on 
the Rim in East Machias. The Rim was known as Scotts point at that time.

In 1770, the grant of a township was given by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. By this grant, the petitioners became owners of the soil 
within their township. The township, at this time, included Machias, East 
Machias, Machiasport, Whitneyville, and Marshfield. On May 12, 1784, Machias 
was incorporated and in 1790 was divided into four school districts; the 
present towrr of East Machias being one of them.

In 1790, interest began in a county academy for the area. About 1807 
one teacher was hired and he lasted until 1810. The issue of an academy 
died until 1823 when a virtual contest began between several communities 
to be the home of Washington Academy. East Falls, now East Machias, won 
this contest and the building for the new Academy was erected in 1823.The Reverend Solomon Ad^s was its first Preceptor.

On January 24, 1826, East Falls was separated from Machias and incor­
porated as the town of East Machias. The first town meeting was held on 
March 6, 1826.

From the time of its establishment as a village in 1765, the town of 
East Machias has been a thriving little community and remains so today.
The 19th Century economic base of East Machias, its lumber mills and ship­
yards, are gone but the village remains to remind us of the early pioneers 
who carved their home out of the Maine wilderness.

Washington Academy and the Churches remain in East Machias also as a 
reminder that these were also mainstays of the Tittle coiimunity on the banks 
of the East Machias River.

East Machias is significant because of its history as a shipbuilding and 
lumbering center for eastern Maine and also for the many fine buildings that 
were constructed during a bygone era. Last but not least is the part the 
citizens of this area played in our Revolution and in the War of 1812.
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Samuel Scott, a brother of Sylvanus Scott, Woodin Foster, Benjamin 
Foster, Daniel Fogg and others erected the first sawmill at East Machias 
in 1765. These men also lived in East Machias. Sylvanus Scott settled on 
the Rim in East Machias. The Rim was known as Scotts point at that time. 

2 

In 1770, the grant of a township was given by the Conmonwealth of 
Massachusetts. By this grant, the petitioners became owners of the soil 
within their township. The township, at this time, included Machias, East 
Machfas, Machiasport, Whitneyville, and Marshfield. Jm May 12, 1784, Machias 
was incorporated and in 1790 was divided into four school d1str1cts, the 
present' town of East Machias being one of them. 

In 1790, interest began in a county academy for the area. About 1807 
one teacher was hired and he lasted until 1810. The issue of an academy 
died until l~.when a virtual contest began between several coRlllunities 
to be the home of Washi~gt n Academy. East Falls, now East Machias, won 
this co.ntest and the buil ing for the new Academy was erected-in ··rszJ:-----
The Reverend Solomon Ad s was its first Preceptor. -·-·· 

On January 24, 1826,_j:ast Falls was separated from Machias and incor­
porated as the town of East Machias.-·lfle-rt'f'st town meeting was flela-011 
March 6, 1826. -----

From the time of its establishment as a village in 1765, tthe town of 
East Machias has been a thriving little coRlllunity and remains so today. 
The 19th Century ,!!_~o nQmi ~ base _o:LEas.t Machi as •. its-. lumher .. miJJs._.and_ ship­
yards ,- are gone-out the village remains to remind us of the early pioneers 

c..- wtto--earvett-itieir home outdof the Maine wfldernes·s: ··-:--- - -- --·-··------ ----- · 

\eshington A~~-QEMDY and the Churches remain in East Machias also as a 
reminder-tflaf"''tll'ese were also mainstays of tne litt1e-conmunity on the banks 
of -iheEast'-~cni as· Rfver. · -

East Machias is significant because of its history as a shipbuilding and 
1 umberj ng ce0 t&P for eastern Maine and a 1 SO for tt).e many_ fj ne· bu iT dfogs tlfat­
were constructed during a bygone era. Last but not least is the part the 
cltizen-s-of this area pfayed fo our Revolution and in the War of 1812 • 
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Photo #1: First Congregational Church - view of facade towards the 
East. 
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February 14, 1973

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Col. Rogers:
Please find enclosed the East Machias Historic District which I entreat 

you to expedite for me at all possible speed. The good folks in East Machias 
have been waiting a long time for this one. They are planning a celebration 
in the near future and would like to announce their district at that time.

I caution you, my dear sir, that although they are ranked among the 
nicest people in the world in rt\y book, they are veritable demons when aroused. 
The last time they were provoked they captured a British Warship with pitchforks 
and fowling pieces and then proceeded to drive off a British fleet that was 
sent to burn their town. The last 200 years have done nothing to weaken their 
determination and I warn you that they are capable of repeating the performance 
if they feel the necessity.

Sincerely yours,

J^es H. Mundy

JHM/bss
Enc.
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