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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This wooden constructed covered bridge spans the Kenduskeag Stream as it
flows through the Township of Corinth. At this point the Stream is flowing
in a southerly direction. Robyville is a very small village in the southern
part of the Township of Corinth. The Town of Corinth lies in the southern

but six or seven houses which are associated with farms. To find this bridge
the traveler, once oriented in Bangor, would drive north on Maine Route #I5
passing through the Village of Kenduskeag. Two miles north of Kenduskeag he
would find a road entering Rt. #|5 from the left. One half mile on this road
by @ golf course will bring the traveler to the bridge.

ICONSTRUCT ION AND MATERIALS:

This wooden covered bridge is 76! in length and approximately 19' wide.
and 19' high from the floor to the peak of the cable rocf. The overhead
clearance is 14' and the clearance between the sides of 16'. The bridge is
built on granite block abutments I5' in height. The south side abutment
has been recently reinforeed with concrete.

The basic engineering cofcept employed in the span of this bridge is
bi;z described as a Howe TrySs System. This system was designed by William

ye 6f Mass.~ - in the 1830's. The main feature of the Long Truss was a seri
Crossed braces between upright fiKiag posts. The Robyville Bridge was bui 4
n the Howe principle but variations are found in the instance at the center
f the span, double 7King posts are found for added support. The second
ariation employed in other Maine covered bridges, is that an extra timber

as been added to double fimber one of each of the cross's braces. These
orficed cross braces provide the strength for the principle chord on the
ottom &f~the 'span and ‘again ‘for' the tie 'cord at the top of the span. The
wo spans were builtin parallel 19' apart. The ftwo spans are tied together
ith narrow spaced cross béams. Over these cross beams stringers rum the
ength of the bridge and the planking of the floor runs from side to side

ver the stringers. ' In addition , two spaced wheel runways run the length

f the bridge.

The top chords of the two spans privide the plate for the roof. The
afters tie into the plate and a roof supporting truss work with ridge pole
ompletes the support of the gable. The roof is now covered with asphalt
hingles. The sides of the bridge are boarded in. Boards run up and down
nd then are covered with cedar shakes. The ends of the gable are boarded in
own to the I4' clearance, and are covered by cedar shakes. This bridge is
The only completely shingled covered bridge in Maine.

This bridge is in excellent condition. Side boards, trim pieces and
g¢ornice boards are painted in white. The whole effect is pleasing. The bridg
has been tested for strength and 5 gross tons is allowed. The bridge is
jgctively used.

ROTENTIAL THREAT: Only natural causes.

This description is of the present condition. Overall the condition of +
tabric is excellent. The structure is maintained by the Town of Corinth and
fihe State Highway Commission. What is seen today, excepting the asphalt
ghingles and the possible white trim, is close to what was seen when this
bridge was erected.

part of Penobscot County. This is a pastoral setting, as the village containg
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[J Conservation O Music @ Transportation

STﬁTEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

BACKGROUND :

Corinth is situated |8 miles northwest of Bangor. The land surface is
quite level, the rock is chiefly granite and the soil loamy. This area in
the earliest of times of the whiteman's penefration was important for stands
of \pine TimbeP\for which the cutting was first undertaken in 1792. Through
the township then known as No. 2, 4th Range, flows the Kenduskeag Stream
famous in the History of Maine's Lumber Industry. This stream provided the
power for many of the saw mills that supporfed the growth and imporTance

of the City of Bangor. Saw mills were built in the earliest times in what is
now Corinth. The earliest settlers were Adner'Tnbbeffs and Daniel Budge,
who had planned fo go to Ohio in 1792,but on exédmining the land left by the
new cutting operations decided fo settle here naming the area 'New Ohio".

A farming economy replaced the timber cutting and by 1870 the town, which
had been officially incorporated as Corinth in IBII had grown to support
1462 people. Today 1971, the population is 1220, rby v :

The Robieville or RobyV|I|e section of the Town of Corinth was in the
learliest times the site of saw mills. . .No doubt many .bridges. have previously
occupied the very site of the bridge now under consideration. However, no
@ccurate and permanent history has been available to this research. Never-
theless, it has been established that this bridge was built in 1876. It is
one of the ten remaining covered Bridges in Maine,.and.it is still in use.
One of the other nine, the Morse Bridge in Bangor, also spans this same
Kenduskeag Stream. This Robieville Bridge, now spelled Robyville, is given
brief mention in a small work by Mason S. Palmer, written in 1883 (see
bibliography).




|. Palmer, Mason S,,Early Cleanings and Random Recollections of the Town of
Corinth Maine From 1792 to 1883 , Bangor, 1883.

2. Newspaper Article, Porfland Press Herald, May 24, 1957, Maine's Covered
Bridges.

3. Brochure, Maine State Highway Commission, Covered Bridges in Maine.

4, Magazine article, Down East, May 1955, Ireading info Maine -

The Covered Bridges.

5. Allen, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, Brattleboro, .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set fMAM r/—»- d @M A/(\ a 2 / (L/

by t ti 1 k Service. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service H EEeEmpenae Chief, Office of Archeglogy and Historic Pres’grvation

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Lawrence Stuart
Title __Djrector
Keeper of The Nffional Register
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 7 0 j
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SIOMMOINE Robyville Bridge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Robyville Village in the Town of Corinth 3/4 miles northwest of Kenduskeag

CITY OR TOWN: Village.
Corinth (Kenduskeag P.0. 04450) (2nd District, William D. Hatahway.
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE

725 Penobsco+ 0l9

PHOTO CREDIT: STaTe Park and RecreaTnon Commlssnon

DATE OF PHOTO: 1970 ,A}Xl_“!’)w\

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

State Office Buildi

-~ Augusta, Maine

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking North.
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COMMON: Robyvilie Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC:

CITY OR TOWN: vil Iage
Corinth (Kenduskeag P.Q. 04450 (2nd District Hon. William D. Hatahway)
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

.

23

SOURCE:

[peare:  |:62500

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Properties added to the National Register of Historleal Places

MAINE

* Montpelier

Bagle Island
Songo Lock
Popham Colony
Babb's Bridge
Bennett Bridge
Hemlock Bridge

\ Robyville Bridge
- Bridge

Yowe's Bridge

Morae Brildge 4
Porter-Parsonfield Brildge
Sunday River Bridge
Watson Settlement Bridge

Knox County, Maine

Cumberland County, Maine
Cumbexland County, Maine
Sagadahoc County, Maine -
Cumberland County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine

Oxford County, Maine

Penobscot County, Maine

Oxford County, Maine
Piscatequis County, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine ‘
York County and Oxford County, Maine
Oxford County

Aroostook County, Maine



:lB Robyville Brldge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18). Built
6, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1868 it crosses the Ellis River. 4

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 15 and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquls
River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the
Kenduskeag stream was dismantled in 1961, It has since been re-assembled
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18).

It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was
built in 1882.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (031) and Parsonfield,
Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee
River.

13. Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River.

4. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18);
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.G.S. topo-
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Y e

ot Historian
[ hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
oroperties have been reviewed and approved for

%#4 / // Committee for Historic Sites of the State Park

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prese ati 1d this is certified by me.

FEB 1¢ @79
ate A ’Mﬂbﬂ"]?‘v JZ‘/;/

TTEST: | wrence Stuart, Director

ate Liaison Offlcer

Keeper of ThE National Regyter

FEB 171970

ate



Mr. Robert S. Gamble
Page 2
January 13, 1970

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) crosses the
Magalloway River 1 1/l miles south of Wilson Mills and 5 1/2 miles north

of Wentworth Location, New Hampshire. The bridge is on a country road 1/8
of a mile due west from Route 16.

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses
the Saco River 6 miles northeast of Fryeburg proper, at the mid point the
third mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U. S. Route 302 and
Maine Route 5.

8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken- _
duskeag River 2 1/2 miles northwest of Kenduskeag Village. It is located
on a country road which lies between Maine Route 15 and Maine Route 222.
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor. ' ‘

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017). This bridge
crosses the Ellis River at South Andover which is three miles south of
Andover and & 1/2 miles northwest of Rumford Point. It lies on a short
eross road between Maine Route 5 and a country road which connects Andover

with Rumford Point.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Route 15 and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis
County (201). This bridge crosses the Piscataquis River L 1/L miles west
_of Dover-Foxcroft proper, and 25 miles due north of Newport, Maine. T

11. Morse Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site
only a few yards downstream from its original location on the Kenduskeag
River within the city limits of Bangor, Maine, a Valley Avenue. _

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge
crosses the Ossipee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper.
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.W. of Portland, Maine.

13. Sunday River - Newry, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses the
Sunday River on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this
bridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves
U. S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, Maine.

1. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003). This
bridge crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream 1 mile due west of the border between
Maine U. S, and New Brunswick, Canada. It is at a point two miles off and

east of .U. S. Route 1 nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine.

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maineé. On this map we
have designated the location of the 1, advance nominations named above.



