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(Type all entries — complete applicable sec(ions)

STATE:

Maine
COUNTY:

Penobscot
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

1. NAME
COMMON:

RobyviIle Bridqe
AND/OR HISTORIC;

STREET AND NUMBER:

Rohyville Village in the town of (Torinth 5/4 miles northwest of Kenduskeag.
CITY OR TOWN:

Corinth. (Kenduskeag. P.O. (2nd Dist Mon. William H.
COUNTY: CODE
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CATEGORY

fCfteck One^
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

1 1 District Q] Building

im Site g] Structure

1 1 Object

P Public
□ Private

□ Both

Public Acquisition; 
dl In Process

1 1 Being Considered

□ Occupied

□ Unoccupied

E Preservation work 
in progress

Yes:

Q Restricted 
□t, Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE fChecft One or More as Appropriate)

□ Agricultural □ Government □ Park Transportation tl d'limments

n Commorciol □ Industrial D Private Residence r~l Other /Sneeffoi

□ Educational Q Military

1 1 Entertainment d] Museum d

1 Reiiaious

1 Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

lU

lU
«/»

Town of Corinth and Maine State Highway Commission
STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN:

Corinth
STATE:

MaineAunusta

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Penobscot County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Bangor Maine

Tl TLE OF SURVEY:

^ □ State r~| County Q Loco IDATE OF SURVEY:

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

street and NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



17. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

^ Excellent CH Good □ Fair □ Deteriorated
C-ONDITION

fChecIc One;
□ Altered H Unoltered

(Check One)

n Moved (3 Origirsol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U knovn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LOCATION AKin SETTING:

This wooden constructed covered bridge spans the Kenduskeag Stream as it 
flows through the Township of Corinth. At this point the Stream is flowing 
in a southerly direction. Robyville is a very small village In the southern 
part of the Township of Corinth. The Town of *^orinth lies in the southern 
part of Penobscot County. This is a pastoral setting, as the village contain; 
but six or seven houses which are associated with farms. To find this bridge 
the traveler, once oriented in Bangor, would drive north on Maine Route #15 
passing through the Village of Kenduskeag. Two miles north of Kenduskeag he 
would find a road entering Rt. #15 from the left. One half mile on this road 
by a golf course will bring the traveler to the bridge.
CONSTRUCTION ANO MATERIALS:

m
m

70

c
n

This wooden covered bridge is,76' in length and approximately 19' wide 
and 19' high from the ffobr % the peak of the gable roof. The overhead 
clearance is 14' and the clearance between the sides of 16'. The bridge is 
built on granite block abutments 15' in height. The south side abutment 
has been recently remforced with concrete.

The basic engineering except employed in the span of this bridge is 
besi^ described as a Mowe Tfi/ss System. This system was designed by 8^14 U am ,
ijoyp 6f Mass: in the I830's. The main feature of the Long trusTwas~a''’ser ie s
or crossed braces befween upright posts. The Robyville Bridge was buiT
on the ^ewd principle but variations are found in the instance at the center 

thQ span, doub le OKrfip posts are found for. added sup|«rt. The second 
i/ariatTon~“^ployed Th other Maine covered bridges, is that an extra timber 
las been added to doubIe timber one of each of the cross's braces. TheFe 

IfiorTTceH^'c^ross‘Braces ^ strength for the principle chord on the
)ottom 6f4-he span ahd'agaih for" the fie'chbrd at the top oY'^tKe Bpan. The 
fwo spans were buiItin paralfel 19' apart. The two spans are tied together 
rith narrow spBceid cr"bss Beams. Over these cross beams stringers run the 
ength of the bridge and the planking of the floor runs from side to side 

over the stringers.^ In addition , two sp^Bd wheel runways run the length 
of the bridge.

The top chords of the two spans privide the plate for the roof. The 
lafters tie into the plate and a roof supporting truss work with ridge pole 
completes the support of the gable. The roof is now covered with asphalt 
shingles. The sides of the bridge are boarded in. Boards run up and down 
find then are covered with cedar shakes. The ends of the gable are boarded in 
down to the 14' clearance, and are covered by cedar shakes. This bridge is 
■he only completely shingled covered bridge in Maine.

This bridge is in excellent condition. Side boards, trim pieces and 
cornice boards are painted in white. The whole effect is pleasing. The bridgb 
has been tested for strength and 5 gross tons is allowed. The bridge is 
{ ctively used.
mTENTIAL THREAT: Only natural causes.

This description is of the present condition. Overall the condition of the 
abric is excellent. The structure is maintained by the Town of Corinth and 

fhe State Highway Commission. What is seen today, excepting the asphalt 
shingles and the possible white trim, is close to what was seen when this 
bridge was erected.
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PERIOD (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian I [H 16th Century

[~1 15th Century CD l^^li Century

I I 18th Century 
[XI 19th Century

n 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 1876
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 
I I Prehistoric 
r~l Historic 

I I Agriculture 
I I Architecture 
□ Art 
r~l Commerce 
n Communications 
r~l Conservation

r~l Education 
09 Engineering 
I I Industry 

Invention 
Landscape 

Architecture 
Literature

Military 
Music

□
□
□
□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□
0

Political
Religion/Phi­

losophy
Science

Sculpture

Sociol/Human*

itorian

Theater

Transportotion

Q Plahrtffig”

□ Other rspeci^;

STjATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

BACKGROUND:

Corinth is situated 18 miles northwest of Bangor. The land surface is 
quite level, the rock is chiefly granite and the soil loamy. This area in 
the earliest of times of the Whiteman's penetration was important for stands 
ofX^ine timbei\for which the cutting was first undertaken in 1792. Through 
the township then known as No. 2, 4th Range, flows the Kenduskeag Stream 
famous in the History of Maine's Lumber Industry. This stream provided the 
power for many of the saw mills that supported the growth and importance 
of the City of Bangor. Saw mills were built in the earliest times in what is 
now Corinth. The earliest settlers were Adner Tibbetts and Daniel Budge, 
who had planned to go to Ohio in 1792,but on examining the land left by the 
new cutting operations decided to settle here naming the area "New Ohio".

farming economy replaced the timber cutting and by 1870 the town, which 
had been officially incorporated as Corinth in 1811, had grown to support 
1462 people. Today 1971, the population is 1,220. i , i

The Robievi1le or RobyviIle section of the Town of Corinth was in the 
earliest times the site of saw ,miI Is, „ No doubt many :bridges. have previously 
occupied the very site of the bridge now under consideration. However, no 
accurate and permanent history has been avai labile tp this, r-eseerph. Never­
theless, it has been established that this bridge was built in 1876. It is 
one of the ten remaining covered Bridges in Maine,,;and Jt ,is st.i i.l in use.
One of the other nine, the Morse Bridge in Bangor, also spans this same 
Kenduskeag Stream. This RobieviIle Bridge, now spelled RobyviMe, is given 
brief mention in a small work by Mason S. Palmer, written in 1883 (see 
bibliography).



[?: MAJOfi Bt&UaGRAPffiOkt RgFERgNCES

I. Palmer, Mason S,,Early Cleanings and Random Recollections of the Town of 
Corinth Maine From 1792 to 1885 , Bangor, 1883.
2. Newspaper Article, Portland Press Herald, May 24, 1957. Maine's Covered

Rridoes.
3. Brochure, Maine State Highway Commission, Covered Bridges in Maine.
4. Magazine article, Down East, May 1955, Treading into Maine - 
The Covered Bridges.
5. Allen, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast. Brattleboro,
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UATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER ■ • Latitude ■ • ' " 1 “■ ' LON<SlTUDE '•

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW O • _ . Wc-. , 1 i ‘ t o I-. ■ ; i :•
NE O t «t O . 1.

SE i.; o f n ■1:.: ’

<;w 0 ' * o > »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

'':j ua«itui4e . JliatiGlTUDEl ■

Degrees Minutes Seconds
'(1 44.° 56 ■_ 36.*

Degrees Minutes Seconds
:68,'9.58.v 11

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; i-
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES,

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUN

COUNT

NAME AND Tl TLE:
John W. Briggs, Historian

ORGANIZATION 1 DATE

<?tate Park and Recreation Commission December 24 . 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Augusta 04330 Maine 9’!

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated'according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National ,0 State □ Local S

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

fhAMx«7^ ^ MAAn (tu

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PreJervation

^Jihho
Date

ATTEST:

/, 7/^ y Lawrence Stuart

Title Director
Keeper of The NMional Register V ^

•Date December 24, 1969 Date
--------------------------------------- -----------------------------
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

national register of historic places

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Maine
COUNTY

Penobscot
FOR NPS USE ONLY 1

1 ENTRY NUMBER 1 \
ma. /s> noth

z ......._......................... ............... .... ...................................................."" ‘.................

COMMON: Robyvill-e Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC:

[£. LOCATtOH _________________ ;_______________________ _______ _
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STREET AND NUM BER:

pnhyvi lift yi I lagA in +hp fnwn nf Pnrin+h ^/4 mi I fit; nnr+hwe^'F r>f l^ftnHiigkflag
CITY OR town: Village
Corinth fKenduskeag P.Q. 04450 f2nd District Hon. Wflliatn D. Hatahway)

Maine
CODE nit;

Penobscot
MAPRgFEREHce .......... :

SOURCE:

U. S. G. S. Rangor (jliiarlrang 16j 15 minute series /-.7
I • fi75nn h:]<S>

DATE: IQ55 CC\ /_

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Properties addei to the Kational Register of Historical Places 

MAIBR

Montpelier 
Eagle Island 
Songo lock 
Popham Colony 
Bath's Bridge 
Bennett Bridge 
Hemlock Bridge 
Rohyville Bridge 
LUWJU/’Bridge 
Lowe's Bridge 
Morse Bridge
Porter-Parsonfield Bridge 
Sunday River Bridge 
Watson Settlement Bridge

Knox Comty, Maine
Cumberland County, Maine
Cumberland County, Maine
Sagadahoc County, I4aine
Cumberland County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Piscateq,ui8 County, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine
York County and Oxford County, Maine
Oxford County
Aroostook County, Maine

/■



Is. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (01?) Maine (18), Built 
^ it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1868 it crosses the Ellis River. i

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis 
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquis 
River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the 
Kenduskeag stream was dismantled in 1961. It has since been re-assembled 
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18).
It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was 
built in 1882.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (03I) and Parsonfield, 
Oxford County (017) Maine (18), Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee 
River,

13. Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built 
in,1872 it crosses the Sunday River.

1U, Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18). 
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should 
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time 
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on 
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.G.S. topo­
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual 
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or 
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed 
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual 
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

t hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Sincerely

John W. Briggs 
Historian

properties have been reviewed and approved for 
Committee for Historic Sites of the State Park

lTTEST:

Keeper of Thk National Re^LifterFEB 1 1 1970 ^

Chiei, Oftice ol Archeology and Historic Presenfathn ^his is Certified by me.

FEB 161970 7/^X7^

74. 0'

/^^wrence Stuart, Director 
Cx^ate Liaison Officer



Mr. Robert S, Gamble 
Page 2
Januaiy 13^ 1970

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) crosses the
Magalloway Riyer_1_J_A miles south of Wilson Mills and 5 1/2 miles north 
of Wentworth Location, New Hampshire^ The bridge is on a country road 1/8 
of a mile due west from Route 16,.------

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses 
the Saco River 6 miles northeast of Frveburg proper, at the mid point the 
third mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U. S. Route 302 and 
Maine Route
8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken- . 
du^eag River 2 1/2 miles northwest of Kenduskeag Village. It is located

**T>n a ^untry road which lies between Maine Route 15 and Maine Route 222. 
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor.

9. Love;}oy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017).^ This bridge
crosses the EH1 s River at South Andover which is three miles south of 
Andover and S~1/2 miles northwest of Romford Point. It lies on a short 
cross road bRtwftan Route ^ and a country road which connects Andover
with Rumloi^Point.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Rnnta K and 16 Sangerville and Guilford. Piscataquis 
County (201). This bridge crosses the Piscataquis River U 1/1l miles west
of DoveT»-Fr>vf!rnft proper, and 25 miles due north of Newport, Maine.

11. Morse Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site 
only a few yards downstreanTfrom its original location on the Kenduskeag 
River within the city limits of Bangor, Ifeine, a Valley Avenue. _

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (03I). This bridge 
crosses the Ossipee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper.
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.W. of Portland, Ifaine.

13. Sunday River - JTewry. Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses the 
Sunday River on a road vihich is now closed. A country road leads by this 
bridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves 
U* S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, Maine.

111. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003). This 
bridge crosses the Meduvnekeag Stream 1 mile due west of the border between 
Maine TT. S. and New Brunswick. Canada. It is at a point two miles off and 
east of .TJ. S. Route 1 nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine. '

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we 
have designated the location of the lU advance nominations named above.


