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17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION n E-c.ll.oi 50 G.«*» □ F.tr
rCItM* On.> 

□ D.«.rtorat.d CD Ruin* CD Un..»...d

(Check One)
CD All.r.d 53 Uo.lt.cd

CCh.cIi One)

Ueeed (S Orifioal Sit.

OCICRIBI THE PHEiENT AND ORIGINAL (II kneern) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LOCATION AND SETTING:
This idooden covered bridge spans the Old Course of the Saco River in 

the township of Fryeburg and in the East Fryeburg section thereof. Once 
oriented in the main town of Fryeburg, the traveler would proceed northeast 
on U. S. Route 302, (Maine Rt. 05) for five miles. At this point he would 
find a side road going In a northwesterly direction. He would follow this 
side road for three mi Ies where he would find this bridge. The locale is 
rural. This area is a lowland here bisected by a slow moving shallow stream 
which still flows In an ancient river bed. Much of what was open field 
farming land has reverted to a forest cover in this area.
CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIALS;

This wooden structure is _I_L6' long, about 19' wide and 20'high from the 
floor to the peak of the gable roof. This overhead clearance is 14' and 
the clearance between the sides is 16'. This bridge is built on granite 
block abutments which rise from the sides of the River bed for about 15*.

The basic engineering concept employed in the span of this bridge is 
best described as being Paddleford Truss construction. The main feature is 
an arch of laminated wooden 2" x 12" planks in ten courses. These are bolte^l 
together with iron threaded rods. The ends of the arch rest on the abutment 
similar to the Burr Truss or Kingspost Arch System, patented in 1817. The 
bottom and top chords are bolted and morticed into the Kingposts and for 
additional strength the bottom chords of each span are bolted with iron rods 
to the Paddleford Arch. Extra support for the Kingposts is gained by crossejl 
timbers, morticed at the crossing, placed between, morticed again into and 
near the tops and bottoms of the Kingposts. Resting on the tops of king­
posts and running down the length of the bridge are timbers which provide 
the plate for the roof. The rafters tie into the plate and a roof supporting 
truss work with ridge pole completes the gable of the roof. On top of the 
roof rafters, spaced shingle straps run the length of the roof and on these, 
cedarshingles provide the final cover for the roof. The sides of the bridge 
have been boarded in. Boards run up and down. Six window spaces on each 
side of the bridge help provide a natural lighting for the interior. The 
ends of the gable are boarded in down to the clearance. These are then 
covered with clapboards and finally trim pieces surround the ends of the 
gable, with the exception of the trim, the bridge is not painted. The 
flooring of planks runs down the length of the bridge.
PQTFNTIAl THREAT: Only natural causes.

The description is of the present condition; Overall the condition 
of the fabric is good. This structure is maintained by the Town of Frye­
burg and the State Highway Commission. What is peai^ today is close to what 
was seen when the bridge was erected. •.’/
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Abac Ifinsl 
□ PraMtterie 
Q HIstaric 

Q Africultur* 
n Arcbitaeturs 
□ Ac.
Q Comfii«rc« 
r~1 Commvnicotlons 
n Con««rv«li»f»

□ E4weotlon Q Falltleol
B EitQlnaarins Q R,|lal*n/Ph(.

□ Inrfuatry loaophy
□ Invantlon Q Selone*

□ Lsn4tcap* Q Saulptuc#

Architaetur* Q S*.,o(/Hu«.on.
□ Litaratura

□ Mllltscy □ Thaatof

0 Muiic g) Trantpectatian

Q Urban Planning 
□ Ofhar r5!P«c<fy>

STATKMCNT OF SiatCIFICANCB BACKGROUND

Fryeburg Is an old and Intarastlng town In Oxford County, situated 
between Bridgton, In Cumberland County, and the New Hampshire line. The 
larger part of Fryeburg was granted by Massachusetts In 1762 to General 
Joseph Frye, who had been at the siegei of Louisburg, in the same year a 
grant was made to some persons in Concord, New Hampshire, who came with 
their cattle and commenced clearings. Of these Nathaniel Smith with his 
family were the first settlors.

From Its humble beginnings as a farming community to a township in­
corporated in 1777, time and needs made way for the small manufacturing 
of leather, harnesses, carriages, lumber, tinware, cheese, canned vegetable^, 
etc. By 1880 the population was 1633. Today 1971, the population Is I874| 
The Fryeburg area of today is a prosperous summer resort. Only vestiges 
of its agricultural origins remain, fields once deer hove resorted to a 
forestcover, but the village sections retain the charm of the other times.
The Hemlock Bridge: Seven wooden covered bridges once enabled the travelet 

in Fryeburg, Maine to cross the Soco River. Today only one, the Old Hem­
lock Bridge remains. It has been repaired and preserved by the state^ut 
It would never have been constructed In the first place. If Benjamin^iley 
and fellow lumbermen and formers of North Fryeburg had not changed'The 
course of the Saco River 150 years ago.

The Saco River rises in the White Mountains and wanders 121 miles 
through New Hampshire and Maine. In Its first forty miles the river drops 
rapidly southward, but soon after it crosses Into Maine and reaches Fryeburc 
It slows to a sluggishstream that flows north before turning south again.

A century and a half ago the river described such a meandering loop through 
the Fryeburg Intervale that early settlers spoke of It as "thirty-six miles 
of river and six miles of country."

Spring floods not only inundated fields but also washed away and 
scattered logs that lumbermen had piled on the river banks. Tired of being 

lagued by a river that didn't go where It should go, Wiley and his neighbor 
petitioned the Massachusetts Legislature in 1815 and secured a charter givirjg 
them permission to dig a canal that would alter the river's course.

In 1816 they made their first cut ana diverted the river into a series 
of small ponds. From these it rejoined the south flow of the original loop. 
The canal was narrow when first dug, but freshets soon widened the channel. 
Before the canal was dug there were five covered bridges in Fryeburg. After 
the canal was dug two more bridges were built, and one of these was the 
Old Hemlock Bridge.
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in the National Register and certify tliat it has been 
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3. MAF REFiRENCC

SOURCE

U.S.O.S. Pryeburg Quadrangle 1$ minute series,.',
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iWRSNcc Stuart
DOIECTOR

State Park & Recreation Commission
SUte OKice Building 

Augu»ta, Maine 04330

December 2k, 1969 tEA OOOS 207 
S89-SS21

Dr. WlUiem J. Martagh 
Keeper of the national Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
national Park Service
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
801 19th Street, H. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Ret Advance nomination of State ovmed 
properties to the national Register

Dear Dr. Mortag^:

In reading the Rational Register newsletter Volume II — Ro. 7 
we have been alerted to your call for advance nominations of State owned 
properties. We wish to take advantage of this for the following:

1.

2.

3.

It.

5.

6. 

7.

Montpelier - Home of General Henry Knox of Revolutionary War fame. 
Ihomaston, Knox County, Maine.

Eagle Island - Home of Admiral Robert E. Peary, discoverer of the 
north Pole, Harpswell, Cumberland County, Maine.

Songo Lock - Only remaining operable section of the Cumberland-(hcford 
Canal built in 1832, Naples, Cumberland County, Maine.

Pophara Colony - Site of the 1607 attempt at Bigllsh settlement by 
Oeorge Popham and Ralei^ Gilbert, Popham Beach, Sagadahoc County, 
Maine.

Ten covered bridges - wooden structures

Babb's Bridge - Cane Road, Gorham and River Road, Windham, Cumberland 
County (005) Maine (18). Built in 18U0, it crosses the Presumpscot 
River.

Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) Maine (18), 
Built in 1901 it crosses the Magalloway River.

Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built in 
' crosses the Saco River.



8. Robyvine Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18). Built 
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (01?) Jfeine (18) 
in 1868 it cros -----crosses the Ellis River.

Built

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 1$ and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis 
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquis 
River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the
Kendu^eag stream was dismantled in I96I. It has since been re-assembled 
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (OI9) Maine (I8).
It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was 
built in 1802.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (03I) and Parsonfield, 
Oxford County (017) Maine (I8). Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee 
River.

13.

1U.

Sund^ River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (I8), 
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River. Built

Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18), 
ftiilt in 1911 it crosses the Heduxndceag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should 
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time 
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on 
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.O.S. topo­
graphic maps. Wo wish to retain them in our files until the actual 
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or 
not approval. Wo are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed 
for each property location. Ihe original maps will accompany the actual 
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

I certify that thl* property is inclu.lcd in the
Netlonal Reclster.

ancereljs

(y„
(/ John W. Briggs 

Historian

OMJut (AiwiMiL
Chief. Office of Archmology and ffislorit;

FEB 1 f :570

Dropertles have been reviewed and approved for 
loraraittee for Historic Sites of the State Park 
ad this is certified by me.

iTTEST:

iQ7n f

^^^^^^^rence Stuart, Director
ite Liaison Officer

fCeeper of

FEB 111970



Mr. Robert S. Gamble 
Page 2
January 13» I970

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) crosses the 
Mafcallowav River 1 1/U miles south of Wilson Mills and 5 V2 miles north 
of^Wentworth Location, New Hampshire^ The bridge is on a country road 1/8 
of a mile due west from Route 16^-----

I 7. Hei^ock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses 
River 6 miles northeast of Frvebur^ proper, at the mid point the 

third mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U. S. Route 302 and 
Maine Route
6. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken- 
duskeag River 2 1/2 miles northviest of Kenduriceae Villaee. It is located 
on a country road which lies between Maine Route l^nd Maine Route 222. 
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor.

9. Love joy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017). This bridge
crosses the Ellis River at South Andover which is three miles south of 
Andover and 61/2 miles northwest of ftuoford Point. It lies on a short 
cross road between Maine Route ^ and a country road which connects Andover 
with RumTord Polnt^^

10. Lowe's Bridge - Rmita 1«? and 16 San^rville and Guilford, Piscataquis 
County (201). This bridge crosses the Haeataouis River lx 1/U miles west^ 
of Dover-Foxeroft proper, and 2$ miles due north of Newport, Maine. "

11. Morse Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site 
only a few yards downstream from its original location on the Kenduskeag 
River within the city limits of Bangor, Maine, a Valley Avenue. _

12. Poilier-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge 
crosses the Ossipee ^ver 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper.
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.W. of Portland, Maine.

13. Sunday River - Jlewry. Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses the 
Sunday Rii^r on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this 
bridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves 
U. S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, M^ine.
Ili. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton. Aroostook County (OO3). This 
bridge crosses the Meduxn^eag Stream 1 mile~due west of the border between 
Maine U. S. and NevT~Brunswick. Canada. It is at a point two miles off and 
east of .IJ. S. Route 1 nine miles duo north of Moulton, Maine^il

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we 
have designated the location of the 1U advance nominations named above.
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Frcportles added to the Rational Beglster of Historical Places

wsm
Mootpcller 
BsefLo Island 
8oaa£0 Lock 
Fcphea Colony 
Babb's Bridie 
Bennett Bridee 

I Henlock Bridge HRBByVUle Bridge 
Lovejoy Bridge 
Lowe's Bridge 
Morse Bridge
Porter-Porsonfield Bridge 
Sunday River Bridge 
Watson Settlement Bridge

Khox County^ Maine
Cunberland County^ Maine
Cus9berlond County, Maine
Sagadahoc County, Maine
Cmberlaad Coun^, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Oxford Coun^, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Plscatequls County, Maine
Penobscot County, Koine
York County and Oxford County, Koine
<btford County
Aroostook County, Maine


