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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

This wooden covered bridge spans the Qld Course of the Saco River in
the township of Fryeburg and in the East Fryeburg section thereof., Once
oriented in the main town of Fryeburg, the traveler would proceed northeast
on U. S. Route 302, (Meine Rt. #5) for five miles. At this point he would
find a side road going in @ northwester |y direction. He would follow this
side road for three miles where he would find this bridge. The localeis
rural. This area is @ lowland here bisected by @ slow moving shallow stream
which still flows in an ancient river bed. Much of what was open field
farming land has reverted to a forest cover in this area.

This wooden structure is 116" long, about 19' wide and 20'high from the
floor to the peak of the gable roof. This overhead clearance is 14’ and
the clearance between the sides is 16'. This bridge is built on granite
block abutments which rise from the sides of the River bed for about 15'.

The basic engineering concept employed in the span of this bridge is
best described as being Paddleford Truss construction. The main feature is
an arch of laminated wooden 2" x 12" planks in ten courses. These are bolt
together with iron threaded rods. The ends of the arch rest on the abutment
similar to the Burr Truss or Kingspost Arch System, patented in 1817. The
bottom and top chords are bolted and morticed into the Kingposts and for
additional strength the bottom chords of each span are bolted with iron rods
to the Paddleford Arch. Extra support for the Kingposts is gained by crosse
timbers, morticed at the crossing, placed between, morticed again into and
near the tops and bottoms of the Kingposts. Resting on the tops of king-
posts and running down the length of the bridge are timbers which provide

A"

the plate for the roof. The rafters tie into the plate and a roof supportin
truss work with ridge pole completes the gable of the roof. On top of the
roof rafters, spaced shingle straps run the length of the roof and on these,
cedarshingles previde the final cover for the roof. The sides of the bridge
have been boarded in. Boards run up and down. Six window spaces on each
side of the bridge help provide a natural lighting for the interior. The
ends of the gable are boarded in down to the clearance. These are then
covered with clapboards and finally trim pieces surround the ends of the
gable. With the exception of the trim, the bridge is not painted. The
flooring of planks runs down the length of the bridge.
POTENT IAL THREAT: Only natural causes.

The description is of the present condition; Overall the condition
of the fabric is good. This structure is maintained by the Town of Frye-
burg and the State Highway Commission. What is seep today is close to what
was seen when the bridge was erected. N\ V8- 1D
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE BACKGROUND

Fryeburg is an old and interesting town in Oxford County, situated
between Bridgton, in Cumberland County, and the New Hampshire line. The
larger part of Fryeburg was granted by Massachusetts in 1762 to General
Joseph Frye, who had been at the siege: of Louisburg, in the same year a
grant was made to some persons in Concord, New Hampshire, who came with
their cattle and commenced clearings. Of these Nathaniel Smith with his
family were the first settlers.

From its humble beginnings as a farming community to a township in-
corporated in 1777, time and needs made way for the small manufacturing
of leather, harnesses, carriages, lumber, tinware, cheese, canned vegetables,
etc. By 1880 the population was 1633. Today 1971, the population is 1874
The Fryeburg area of today is a prosperous summer resort. Only vestiges
of its agricultural origins remain, fields once clear have resorted to a
forestcover, but the village sections retain the charm of the other times.
The Hemlock Bridge: Seven wooden covered bridges once enabled the travel
in Fryeburg, Maine to cross the Saco River. Today only one, the 0ld Hem-
lock Bridge remains. |t has been repaired and preserved by the state, but
it would never have been constructed in the first place, if BenjaminWiley
and fellow lumbermen and farmers of North Fryeburg had not changed “the
course of the Saco River 150 years ago.

The Saco River rises in the white Mountains and wanders 121 miles
through New Hampshire and Maine. |In its first forty miles the river drops
rapidly southward, but soon after it crosses into Maine and reaches Fryeburd,
it slows to a sluggishstream that flows north before turning south again.

A century and a half ago the river described such a meandering loop through
the Fryeburg intervale that early settlers spoke of it as "thirty-six miles
of river and six miles of country."

Spring floods not only inundated fields but also washed away and

scattered logs that |umbermen had piled on the river banks. Tired of being
lagued by @ river that didn't go where it should go, Wiley and his neighbors
petitioned the Massachusetts Legislature in 1815 and secured a charter givirg
them permission to dig a canal that would alter the river's course.
In 1816 they made their first cut ana diverted the river into a series
of small ponds. From these it rejoined the south flow of the original loop.
The canal was narrow when first dug, but freshets soon widened the channel.
Before the canal was dug there were five covered bridges in Fryeburg. After
the canal was dug two more bridges were built, and one of these was the

0ld Hemlock Bridge.
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STATE PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION

State Office Builcling
Augusta, Maine 04330

nu"cou 207
289-3821

December 24, 1969

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
801 19th Street, N. W,

Washington, D. C. 20006

Re: Advance nomination of State owned
properties to the National Register

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In reading the National Register Newsletter Volume II --- No. 7
we have been alerted to your call for advance nominations of State owned
properties. We wish to take advantage of this for the following:

1. Montpelier - Home of General Henry Knox of Ravolutiomry War fame.
Thomaston, Knox County, Maine.

2. Eagle Island - Home of Admiral Robert E. Peary, discoverer of the
North Pole, Harpswell, Cumberland County, Maine.

3. Songo Lock - Onlg remaining operable section of the Cumberland-Oxford
Canal built in 1832, Naples, Cumberland County, Maine.

L. Popham Colony - Site of the 1607 attempt at English settlement by
George Popham and Raleigh Gilbert, Popham Beach, Sagadahoc County,
Maine.

Ten covered bridges - wooden structures

S. Babb's Bri - Cane Road, Gorham and River Road, Wyndham, Cumberland
County (005 Haine (18). Built in 1840, it crosses the Presumpscot
River.

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) Maine (18).
Built in 1901 it crosses the Magalloway River.

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built in
t crosses the Saco River.

o o



8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18). Built
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1 it crosses the Ellis River.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 15 and 16 erville and Guilford, Piscataquis

Qufunty (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquis
ver.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the
Kenduskeag stream was dismantled in 1961. It has since been re-assembled
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18).

It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was
built in 1882, &

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (031) and Parsonfield,

g:rord County (017) Maine (18). Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee
ver.

13. Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River.

4. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18).
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U,.S.G.S. topo-
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed

for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

John W. Briggs
Historian

t.nnby ‘certify that this property is included in the
ational Register. d

droperties have been reviewed and approved for
committee for Historic Sites of the State Park
ation 3d this is certified by me.

L NOTTN A/Z«tfi '

rence Stuart, Director
J te Liaison Officer

iel, Office of Archeology and Histori. Pecs




Mr. Robert S. Gamble
Page 2
January 13, 1970

6. Bemnett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) crosses the
)h%allowax River 1 1/4 miles south of Wilson Mills and 5 1/2 miles north
of Wentworth Location, New Hampshire. The bridge is on a country road 1/8
of a mile due west from Route 16.

7. ock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses

-..-..wuwmn at the mid point the
third mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U, S. Route 302 and

Maine Route S.

8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken-
duskeag River 2 1/2 miles northwest of Kenduskeag Village. It is located
on a country road which lies between Maine Route 15 and Maine Route 222,
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017). This bridge
crosses the W which is three miles south of
Andover and /2 miles northwest of Rumford Point. It lies on a short
cross road between and a _country road which connects Andover

wi (5]

10. Lowe's Bridge - Route 15 and 16 le Piscataquis
County (201). This bridge crosses the taguis River 4 1/4 miles west
_of Dover-Foxcrofi proper, and 25 miles due north of Newport, Maine.

11. Morse Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site

only a few yards downstream from its original location on the Kenduskeag
River within the city limits of Bangor, Maine, a Valley Avenue.

12, Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge
crosses the Ossipee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper.
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.W. of Portland, Maine.
13. Sunday River - Newry, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses the
Sunday River on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this

continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves
U. S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, M~ine.

14. Watson Settlement Bridge - littleton, Aroostook County (003). This
bridge crosses the W”’t of the border between

M-—mé.ﬂ!if__sr_&_m It is at a point two miles off and
eagt of .U. S. Route 1 nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine.

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we
have designated the location of the 14 advance nominations named above.




foional. Director, Northeast Refgion
Li-¥r. Melvin
T-tr. Butterfield

RGamble smm

BASIC FILE RETAINED HR

FEB 161979
H3heiRR

2, sareeret Cimse fith
United civted Samate
sashington, L. Co
Doy Tenstae Cadtht
bn #re plaried to iarfam you At tae hintorie proporils
12003 on ¢t olomwre beve decn nasinated by the Gificer
eppointed by e rverncr for tie Loleasalation of tae
Retiow:l Msiwmie Precervedion Ircgrua 42 Melne anl hive bowy
extered $ato the "ikticne) Pegduster of lstoric Places,”
Senstor U Yo Buxiyle end sgrropricte Regrescatntives
have 8lsy hecu pruvided vita $udx indupastisa, A lonfict
cxplaining the Jatizoel deptlsier s exloosd.

Eincarely yours,

! anals)
/s] Ersost sllen Co

Irneat 2lleq Comally
Catel, (ifTice of Arvicloy
sl Istcyic Mresevvetion

ineloaures Fig 1+

~ .

Iatered 4n the lintional Reglster -

-

ccs .
Irs lavrence Stwort, DTirccior, State Pexk end Reerention Cooraizsicn,
Ctate Office building, Augusts, iatne 08330

Duplicate lettors tent tog
Hone ETwnd S. Muside

lon.l'etu'x.x;‘roﬂ
ficn. Villias Dodd Hothavay



H34-HR

/.

Properties added to the National Register of Historical Places

MAINE
Montpelier
Bagle Island
Songo Lock
Popham Colony
Babb's Bridge
Bennett Bridge
Hemlock Bridge
Bridge
Lovejoy Bridge
Lowe's Bridge
Morse Bridge
Porter-Parsonficld Bridge
Sunday River Bridge
Watson Settlement Bridge

Knox County, Maine
Cumnberland County, Maine
Cumberland County, Maine

Piscatequis County, Maine
Pencbscot County, Maine
York County and Oxford County, Maine

Oxford County
Aroostoock County, Maine



