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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located north and east of Dog Street Road at the intersection with 
Geeting Road about one mile south of Keedysville in Washington County, Maryland, 
is situated on level ground at a sharp bend in the road and faces south.

The structure is a two story, five bay log dwelling resting on low fieldstone foundations. 
A one story, three bay stone addition extends to the rear or north.

The log walls have been sheathed with weatherboarding and Imitation brick siding. 
Windows, which are relatively small in relation to wall area, have moderately wide 
fraineswith butt joints. Most have early 20th century period applied trim. All 
first and second story windows have six-over-six pa,ne double hung sash. No windows 
are present at the second story of the north and west elevations.

Doors are located in the second and fourth bays of the front elevation. Both have 
framing and trim similar to that of the windows. The westernmost door is topped by a 
three-light transom. A one story hipped roof porch supported by round pillars 
extends across the front elevation.

The house retains an early wood shingle roof which is in poor condition. A brick 
chimney is located inside the east gable end. Another chimney rises along an interior 
log wall between the second and.third bays from the west gable end. The eaves at the 
front elevation are finished with plain boxing. The ends of the rafters are exposed 
along the west elevation. Thd two west bays have been deteriorated by rot and Insect 
infestation causing this portion of the house to sag.

The stone,additlpn is broad and is divided end to end by an interior masonry wall. 
Set inside its north end elevation south of the roof ridge is a large stone chimney “ 
topped with brick. Doors and windows in the stone section have moderately wide 
framesjoined with wooden pegs. Windows have six-over-six pane sash.

This structure is roofed with sheet metal terminating with a tapered barge board set 
directly against the end walls. Boxing with a course of molding below finishes the 
eaves.

The interior of both parts of the house appears to have been remodeled during the 
early 20th century and again more recently. Some interior door frames in the log 
section appear to be original. They are wide and finished with a bead at the inside 
edge. Two early doors with six raised panels are present in the second story, leading 
to the attic of the stone section, but do not appear to be in their original locations. 
Wrought nails were observed in the attic floors of the log structure.

Numerous sheds and outbuildings are located near the house. To the north along Dog 
Street Road are ruins of a frame bank bam which was destroyed during a windstorm in 
the spring of 1976.

The house is in deteriorated to fair condition and stands on a tract containing 
approximately 50 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This log and stone house located along what is generally believed to be an important 
18th century road is significant primarily for its association with the Geetlng family, 
prominent early German settlers in the Keedysville area. George Adam Geetin^who 
is said to have come to the Keedysville area in 1759, was the founder and first 
minister of the Brethren in Christ Church. The Hebron Church where he preached 
was located nearby. (See Maryland Historical Trust Survey Form WA-II-290).

This building is also significant for its architecture as representative of an 
outstanding type of early rural dwelling in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania. 
Although undated, the house reflects building traditions popular during the late 
18th and early 19th centuries in Washington County. Unfortunately, alterations to 
the interior of the structure make a closer estimate of age difficult.

V.,7

This, house stands on a farm which was for many years in the Geeting family. The 
Geetihg name was variously spelled Gutting, Geeting, Guething and Keedy. According 
to local tradition the house was inhabited and perhaps built by the Reverend George 
Adam Geeting. T.J.C. Williams* History of Washington County quotes from a letter 
written by Clayton E. Keedy in 1905 which states: "George Adam Keedy lived on the
hill along the old Shairpsburg Road as you turn to go down to Keedysville." ^ This 
statement appears, to refer to the intersection of what is now known as Dog Street 
Road and Geeting Road.

No deed reference has been found to suggest just when the land was purchased by the 
Geetings. It may have been acquired before 1776 and thus recorded in Frederick 
County. In George Adam Getting's will probated on July 25, 1812, he left "the two 
rooms and kitchen and cellar and garden which we now occupy" to Elizabeth, his wife. 
(Will Liber B, Page 235). He bequeathed his plantation to his son, Jacob. According 
to Williams' History, George Geeting, Jr. acquired the homestead. The farm 
apparently descended to Ephraim C. Geeting under whose ownership the first recorded 
deed for the property was found. On July 25, 1890, Ephraim C. Geeting sold the farm, 
then containing 111 acres, to his daughter, Ann C. Reel, for $4,771.60. (95/258).
Philip S. Reel, executor for Ann C. Reel, sold the farm in 1933 to Clyde V. and 
Ferbie S. Potter. They, in turn, sold it to Herbert E.Athey and Ramona M. Athey. 
(193/535, 212/629). In 1970 Ramona M. Athey, widow, conveyed the property to Robert 
Elwood and Marla H. Athey (508/98). It was purchased by the present owner in 1976.

T.J.C. Williams, History of Washington County. 
(1906) P, 1261.

Hagerstown, Md: Mail Publishing Co.,

1..
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name 

Geeting Farm

County, State Reference Number

Washington, MD 77000705

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form

Photographs

^USGSMap
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Maryland Historical Trust
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June

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

m ^sign>
national
register

577 4^^

received

Dear Bill;

Please find enclosed the National Register nomination 
form for the following building;

Geeting Farm 
Washington County

We appreciate your interest and will look forward to 
the acceptance of this site on the National Register.

Sincerely,

State
N. Pearce 

.storic Preservation 
Officer

JNP/njm

Enclosures; 1 U.S.G.S. Map
1 National Register form
2 Photographs

Shaw House. 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
Department of Economic and Community Development

(301) 269-2212, 269-2438

-■*!

a
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County Office Building 
33 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
October 10, 1977

Mr. Herbert Brito
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear He. Brito:

Enclosed Is the Information you requested regarding the nomination 
for the Geetlng Farm In Washington County.

The 5.2 acres Is owned by the Stouffer Geetlng Evangelistic Assn. Inc. 
by deed as recorded In Washington County Land Records Volxime 632, Page 180.

Sincerely yours.

Paula Stoner Dickey 
Consultant 
Washington County 
Historical Sites Survey

PSD:sld
Enclosure

i .
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IIISTOIIY AND BIOGllArniCAL RECORD

ford and Wavnoshoro. Pa., and Ilaptcrstown, Md. 
liatlic aiitimin of 1888, Mr. Myers opened a tail- 
oriii}: cstablisinnent in Hancock. Industry and 
iiorsoYcriUicc. those ofsciitiiil factors in any line of 
business, have secured to Mr. Myers the prosjwr- 
ity tliat lie enjoys. Wlion the Rank of Hancock 
Wiis organized, in 18!)1, be became one of its 
stockholders. Eor the past eight years, he has 
In'cn a director, and ujion the death of Rreathed 
Bridges, in 190d. was elected to fill out the nnex- 
pircif term of Mr. Bridges as President of the 
Bank. In addition to his business interests, Mr. 
JIvers takes an active part in public life. He is 
one of the local leaders of the Republican party; 
he served five vears as IMayor of the town, and is 
at present Asisstant .IMayor. He is a nieinbcr of 
the A. F. & A. ]\I.. of the K. of P, of Hancock, 
and of the I. 0. 0. F., of McConncllshurg. Pa.

William D. Mvers was married, in McCon- 
nellshurg. Pa.. September 23. 1887, to Miss Aleba 
Hayes, of that place, daughter of Andrew Hayes, 
deceased. Their children are: Bessie, a student at 
the State Normal School, Shipiienshurg, Pa.;-Be­
at rice; Horace; Claude; Russell; and Howard, 
ilr. Myers adheres to the Lutheran Church, in 
which he was brought up.

GEORGE KLINE, sou of George and 
Nancy (Zentmyer) Kline, was horn on his fath­
er’s farm near Bencvola, Md., ifay 9, 1816.

His grandfather, George Klein, came from 
Germanv when a voung man. He was a farmer, 
and lived and died in the vicinity of Wolfsville, 
Frederick County. His children’s names, so far 
as known, were as follows: Paul, who has always 
resided on the home farm, and is now ninety- 
three years of age; Lydia, who married Jacob 
Hari),'and died at Chcwsvillc. when over ninety 
years of age; George; Michael, lived and died in 
Frederick Countv; Matilda, married John Hes- 
song. and died in Frederick County; !Melinda, 
married David Barkman. and died in Frederick 
County; Catherine, married Ihioch Fry, of Fred­
erick County; she died in Wa.shington County-; 
Barbara, married Henry Fry, and died iii Fredcr- 
ick County; James; and Peter. ^ •

• George Kline was horn on his father’s farm 
in Fri'ileriek County. Oeloher 26. 1815. His ed­
ucation M'as jiriiieipally that of the farm. He 
learned carpentry, but did not follow that culling;

after becoming of ago, he worked out among farm­
er's. After his marriage in 18 ir>, iMr. Kline bought 
a farm near Bencvola. wliil-h had belonged to his 
father; it contained about 80 acres, to which he 
added several acres mm-e. He died on this home­
stead, November 11, 1806. iMr. Kline was a Dem­
ocrat, and a public-spirited man; he was highly 
esteemed by his neighbors and acquaintances. 
George Kline was married in Frederick County. 
Marcii 20. 18-15, to Miss Nancy Zentmyer, of that 
countv. She was born February 6, 1822, and died 
February 11, 1902; both she and her husband 
were buried in the Boonsboro Cemetery. I liej 
were earnest and active members of the Lutheran 
Church. Their children arc: George W-.; Charles 
H married !lliss Fahrnev. and resides on the 
homestead; and William Scott, who died in infan­
cy, July 2, 1853. , , 1 , •

‘ George AV. Kline jiasscd his boyhood and early 
manhood on the farm \yliero he was born, attend­
ing the Harmony Hill jmblic school. After leav­
ing school, he remained with his parents until be 
was twenty-five years old, when he married; he 
then bought and took possession of the f.arin on 
which he still lives. ' He erected all the buildings 
on the fann in 1880, and has made various other 
imjirovements on the place. It is a fine farm of 
150 acres of arable land, and 10 acres of timlK-r 
land, near Roxbury, in Tilghmanton District. 
3klr. Kline is prominent as a citizen and as an ag­
riculturist. In politics, he adheres to the Demo­
cratic party. . *

George ’\V. Kline was married m 18 <1, to 
Ruanna, daughter of Samuel and Nancy Bowman, 
of the vicinity of ^fapleville. ild. Mr. and JIrs. 
Kline had two children: :Molly Jane, who mar­
ried AVilliam Shei'lv, of Waynesboro, Pa.; and 
John Henry, who removed to Illinois, iirs. Rn* 
anna (Bowman) Kline died in 1893; her remains 
arc buried in the Boonsboro Cemetery. 3Ir. Klim; 
was again married in 1891, to ^trs. Clara Holli­
day, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Rudy) 
Martz. both decea-sed. .Mrs. Clara Kline has one 
child bv ber lirst marriage, Nora, wbo is the wife 
of tMavton'Ruth. ilr. Kline was reared in the 
Lutheran faith, to which he still adheres. 
sketch of Charles H. Kline.)

THE GEETING FAMILY.—The early his­
tory of the Gceting family in America, dates back



OP WASmifOTON COUNTY, MABYLANU.

t« i:.V» In timt year, Geor/ro ^Vdam Gucthinrr, 
t..rn in Aassau, I’nissia, February G, 1741 enu- 
;T.llill lo tills countrv nnfl IK- ’ .

1127

, , . ' ,....... ’ u, idi enu-to tins country, and settled in the province 
.,{ Maryland, on a tract of land which c.nbraoed 
tl- farms now owned and occupied bv Jacob ]? 
It...vvr and .Airs. Ann C. Itecl, near Kccdvsville’ 
Mr. Gucthino: was brought up in the German Re- 
f.nii.'d He had a good education and
LvI studu-d be classics. In Gorinanv, he was a 
num-r. but when Jio came to America,'he was cm- 
pl.on! during the summer, in quarrying stone and 
.'n'.'irig wells; m winter he became a teacher Air 
.;u. tb,ng l)ccamc acquainted wijh the Rev. Philip 
M. Otterliein, and, being as.sociated with him in 
the «ork of teaching and preaching God’s word to 
the f.-oplo, the two men became warm personal 
friends. In 1780, a meeting house was built near 
the t.uetbing, now Geeting, homestead, this, it is 
pnerally conceded, was the first church erected 
-V the I nited Brethren. In 1783, George Adam 

Gaething was ordained to the ministry. aSd after-

^o'ihr r;r ‘1“^ *1.0 unitedl.oibren thurch. For several years, Bishon 
«-.mg was the efficient secretary of the confer^
'li e .md his name was on the roll of members 
urn 1 the time of his death. In 1812, he was the 
,-f-id ng ofiieer of the conference which was held 
v.tr us home. After the close of the session, 
•■•b.p (u^q.ng .vent to Baltimore, to visit his old 

<r.*ed ami co-laborer, the Rev., Philip Otterbein. 
N-t fivling well, he hastened toward home, but

with
. .’n . His remains were

pv ml n 1- Hount Helnon
. His grave is marked

r-.'.'n'!? in Unglisl, ami

seventeen
• •*|■.,n ,l,! structure and

• ***^^' ^*^*'*^^ C Iiristian ISowvcy; Kliz-
J«e->b; Marv Clonm'r-

*-’l *ei.'htv ei^d?' ‘'*“ b of them he
‘••Mn «»d nine shillings,• Nearly all the.se children emigrated to

Ohio and Indiana, their descendants going farther 
wt'st. Among them are found many eminent men 
farinen, niercliants and lawyers. 'Ro.sannr 110';?:' 
wr lived and died in Baltimore, Aid., where her 
descendants are prominent. .Alary Clopper. from

did p District, remained in her native couiitv, as 
did George Adam Geeting, Jr. ''

tr\ of the Lnited Brethren Church when he was 
tweiity-si\- years of age. On the death of his fath-
dvsvillo" aTi^'^ u I'O'ix-'stead near Kce-

V 1/children arc: David; Gwr-m-
Sh i who
rbd Ffii {"'n\ Catherine, who mar­
ried Elijah Detwiler. All. e.vcept Ephriam and 
Relwcea, emigrated to the AVest ^
wJi'f ""‘i ■'I'i*':™ (Geeting)

Uii„lit, and settled in Indiana; Caleb; Barbara
111 eToel'^rl’,'' ““'--'i-It c.Ncept Caleb and Barbara, are deceased 
S'Sh'February 5, 1842, at the age

December 23,
John P Hi-^i>0PJo.in ]uis.sell, and at tlie clo.se of the Civil Wir
to/n“ ‘ r 1'“’"" "“'‘■I'-for Its c.xcelltmt sjiring, and for tlie fact that the 
place was used as a hospital imniediatelv after the
Rml^ m'"-. Ephriam and

utl, Ann C widow of Jacol. Rwl. who now owns 
the Geeting homestead; Alartha. who married John 
A. Clopper, and lives in Rohrersville; Susan wid­
ow of Ifenj. 'J'ntch, resides in Rohrersville. ’ Mrs 
Lphriani Geeting died .Alareh 24, 1890, anred 
sixty-eight; her husband died .\ovember 7. 1892
ag(>d se\ enty-si.v; both are buried in Fairview 
Cemetery at Kfedysvillc. uirMcw

Emanuel Geeting. now a ncsident of Keedvs- 
vjlle. was born June 12. 1S;19. Ho was married to 
yialiiida Rohrer. Their children are: Fannie

a. -Mmer. a merehant of Kee-’ 
J.iMille. and has thrw children. Elmer G.. (.Vor.rc

, ; a» o.\len.sive dealer in »rain
M'illitl’c^^7•''■''‘''''• Heeember 29,‘ls9i;
W Ilham C. Gei-ting was married to Ada, damditer

'".‘-Vi'?'',

'■■io
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Date Entered NOV 2 5 1977
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Houses at 16-22 E. Lee Street

/ceeting Farm

.
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Also Notified
Hon. Paul S. Sarbanes
Eon. Charles McC. Hathlas, Jr.
Hon. Goodloe E. Byron

' Regional Director, Mid Atlantic Region 

I 880 Mott/js 12/1/77

f.
A

Location

Hagerstown 
Washington County

Keedysville vicinity 
Washington County
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State Historic Preservation Officer
Hr. John N. Pearce
The John Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET
^NAME as II' appears on federal register: 

Getlng Farm __________
(gjOTHEB NAMES'.

(g) LOCATION street & number city / town
S of Keedysvllle at Geetlng & Dog Street Rds.

vicinity of 
Keedysvllle

state
MD

county

Washington

^^dale of entry: county code-

43
REGION

MA
OWNER BPRIvm DSTmt □MUNICIPAL OCOUNTY GMULIiPLE □ FtDERAL(aeency name)_

Oifs. mu a«

T® ADMINISTRATOR:,
EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS GHAER GNHI [@FUNDED? GYES DNO ®C0NGRESS. DISTRICT fith P

mmm mi Sltmic LAMmABR?wnwM 8ttfWie lamwakk? Dm. Mini
^CONDITION 

G excel lent 
Ggood 
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ imexcavated

□ altered Goriginal site
□ unaltered Gmoved
□ reconstructed Gunknown
□ excavated

_______ o«:
if state who prepared form?

□ local Dprivate organization
(^features: ^OSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 (^OSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3

2GN0T INTACT-0 Sq NOT INTACT-O
^□UNKNONN-4 “!□ UNKNOWN-5 >GUNKN0WN-6
SG NOT APPLICABLE-7 SGNOT APPLICABLE-8 f □ NOT APPLICABLE - 9

OGNOT INTACT -O

^ACCESS GYES-Restricted □ YES-Unrestricted □ No Access □ Unknown |@ADAPTIVE USE GYES GNO ^ SAVED? DYES | IS PROPERTY A HISTOR 1C DISTRICT? □ yes Gno

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :
□ ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 □ COMMERCE-6
□ ARCHEOLOGY-tiist«ric-l
□ AGRICULTURE-3
□ ARCHITECTURE-4
□ ART-5

□ COMMUNICATIONS-?
□ CONSERVATION-8
□ ECONOMICS-9
□ EOUCATION-10

□ ENGINEERING-11
□ ENTERTAINMENT-26
□ EXPLORATION -12
□ HEALTH-27
□ INDUSTRY-13
□ INVENTION-14

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15
□ LAW-16
□ LITERATURE-17 
G MILITARY- 18
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ POLITICS/GOVT.-21 DRECREATION -28
□ RELIGION-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 G URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)

□ SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 _______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

^CLAIMS: explain 
^first’D

‘oldest’□

‘only’ O

^functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY:

^dates of initial cnnstriictiM: 
major altaratiins: 
histnric tftnls;

,ETHNIC GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION

^architectural style(s): ^arehitect: ^master builder: ^engineer;

^landscape architect / garden designer: ^interior decorator: ^ artist: @artisan; ^builder/contraotor:

NAMES give role &> date
'^personal:

events;

INSTITUTIONAL:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

r’eviewert initials. .date. liF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI




