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The Charlotte Hall Historic District encompasses a small
village located on the south side of Maryland Route 5, three
and one-half miles southeast of Hughesville and one-fourth
mile northwest of New Market, St. Mary's County, Maryland.
The district is bounded on the north end by a line running
east to west approximately five hundred yards north of the
Briscoe House, on the east side by new Maryland Route 5,
on the south end by Md. Route 6, and on the west side by a
line running north to south five hundred yards west of the
rear wall of the Academic Building.

The district is intersected by "Old Route 5" which
runs east to west through the town and along which many of
the existing buildings and sites are situated. Contained within
the historic district boundaries are thirteen recorded buildings
and sites of historic and/or architectural interest, as well
as the main campus of the Charlotte Hall Military Academy.
Charlotte Hall has managed to preserve much of its aesthetic
charm and its badic original plan and, with the exception of
two mid-twentieth century dormitories and a gymnasium on
the school campus, there has been no twentieth century
development. All of the houses are attractively situated on
commodious, tree-shaded lots and are, for the most part, in
good repair. The village is bounded on its perimeter by open,
uncultivated meadows and woodland and its age and continuity
is readily apparent to one entering the town from either end.
The campus of the academy figures predominately in the townscapsg
Fortunately, almost all of the newer school facilities are
concentrated toward the rear of the campus and are almost
completely sheltered from view by a great number of large
trees and expanses of lawn.

While many of the buildings within the district were
initially built in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, most were renovated in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Exceptions to this would be the
Briscoe House, which is a fairly plain Federal house of
Flemish bond construction and with an unusual "U" shaped plan.
This house was built about 1825, although it is commonly re-
ferred to locally as "Kilgore's Tavern," dating circa 1690.
For many years it served as both a private residence and
boarding house for young men attending the academy. Oof
particular interest are its matching one and one-half story
rear wings and the remarkable carvings of its Federal-style
parlor mantles. Another significant structure is the Chesley
House, said to date from the late eighteenth century, which

is attractively gquaint in appearance and immaculately maintained.

It is a small frame house, situated close to the side of the
road, and has a two room main block with a sharply pitched
gable roof. Close to its s.outh side is a detached frame
kitchen or wash house with a large external chimney. A third
privately owned dwelling deserving of notation is a Victorian

(See continuation sheet No. 1)
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frame house, initially built about 1800 but extensively remodeled
in the latter part of the nineteenth century. It has a one story
farm porch extending the width of the two story facade and four
evenly spaced cross gables on the front slope of the roof. This
particular house is attractively situated in a small grove of
trees and faces onto what was once the village green from the
south side.

On the college campus is the White House, built in 1803
for the dual purpose of serving both as the President's residence
and classrooms. It is a pleasant five bay, one and one-half
story, gambrel roofed brick structure, fairly typical in plan
of many late eighteenth century tidewater buildings. Although
"restored" in 1938 it still retains nearly all of its original
exterior and interior features. This house is particularly in-
teresting since detailed builder's specifications for it survive.

The Colonial-revival Academic Building, erected in 1897
and also situated on the academy grounds, is another building
of interest, recognizable for its clean free lines. It is a
commodious "T" shaped stuccoed brick structure, with a two-story
inset portico at the end facade. Toward the front of the hipped
roof is a large open belfry.

One of the most significant structures in Charlotte Hall
is the Dent Memorial Chapel, a Victorian Gothic stone church
built in 1884. It is a fine example, albeit retarditaire, of
its form and the only noteworthy example of Victorian Gothic
architecture in Southern Maryland. Its exterior treatment,
consisting of carved bargeboards and exposed rafter ends, and
belt courses and trim of molded brick tiles, (the latter contrast-
ing with the irregularly coursed cut granite walls), is
especially attractive. This small chapel, serving both the
school and the village, was erected to the memory of the Reverend
Hatch Dent, a Revolutionary War figure active in local political
affairs, who served as the school's first president.

Known historic sites in Charlotte Hall include "Ye Coole
Springs," now a small memorial park, where five. natural springs
flow within a short distance of each other, converging at a
point now marked by a colonial-revival spring house erected
during the Maryland Tercentenary. "Ye Coole Springs" is the
reputed site of one of the earliest sanitariums in the English
colonies. A hospital was built there between 1698 and 1703
to serve Southern Marylander's who believed that the fresh
spring water possessed medicinal healing qualities. The springs,
which furnish most of the water to the school, are maintained
by that institution.

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Charlotte Hall is perhaps best known in Maryland as the
home of the Charlotte Hall Military Academy. Founded in 1774
the school was inititally conceived as a consolidation of all
of the free schools in the four Southern Maryland counties,
continuously active since 1796 i is the oldest military pre-
patory school in Maryland and one of the oldest in the nation.
Although Charlotte Hall has remained a relatg¢vely small insti-
tution its archives show a varied and interesting history.
Throughout much of the nineteenth century it was recognized
as one of the finest schools of its type in the country.

Past alumni and trustees include Roger Brooke Tawney, fifth
Judge of the U.S. Supreme Court; the Right Reverend Thomas
John Claggett, First Episcopal Bishop consecreted in America;
John Marshall Scott Causin, notable Congressman during the
administration of John Quinecy Adams; George Watterson, the first
Librarian of Congress; Edward Bates, Attorney General during
the Lincoln administration; and three Maryland Governors;
Robert Bowie (1803-06 and 1811-12), Thomas King Carroll,
(1830-1831) , and James Thomas, (1833-1836). During the one
hundredth anniversary of the school in 1874 the celebrations
were attended by forty members of Congress, all of them
alumni.

However, the history of the village of Charlotte Hall,
referred to in late seventeenth and eighteenth century
archival records as "Cool Springs," extends back to at least
the end of the seventeenth century. In 1897-98 Southern
Maryland suffered a severe outbreak of pestilence and it is
recorded that the inhabitants of the region often visited the
fresh water springs located here, believing that the water
possessed medicinal qualities. At about the time of the
turn of the eighteenth century a hospital was built near
the site of the springs, thus becoming one of the first
sanitariums in the English speaking colonies.

Unfortunately, little research has been accorded Charlotte
Hall and the history of its development throughout the eigh-
teenth and early nineteenth century remains largely unknown.
It is, however, fairly certain that is has always been a
sparsely settled area, even though it enjoyed an obviously

convenient location on the post road from St. Mary's to

(See continuation sheet NO. 2)
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

A second recorded site is that of the first school hall at
Charlotte Hall, built in 1793 and for which a complete record
of its original specifications remain as part of the school
archives. It was a two story brick structure with a full
cellar that contained various classrooms. It served as the
main campus building until its destruction by fire in 1897.
was replaced by the existing Academic building. '

It

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

Alexandria and Washington. Today it has the distinction of
being the largest surviving eighteenth century village in

lower Southern Maryland. While other towns in this immediate
region may have at the most four of five surviving structures
dating before the Civil War--such as Chaptico or Port Tobacco--
Charlotte Hall has about thirteen, with the further possibility
that others exist behind later facades. The association of

the military academy to the village, the existence of its
several notable historic sites and examples of architecture,
easily establish the significance of this small community

to the social history of Southern Maryland.
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There are no modern intrusions that could be considered to have
an adverse impact on the integrity of the Charlotte Hall
Historic District. Railroad tracts abandoned.

Photo Coverage: Buildings spaced too far apart and irregularly
situated. Street scapes impossible, as are overviews of
wooded campus.

Other: Boundaries only include north half of campus which

takes in original academy grounds. Boundary description
corrected.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MARYLAND

Date Entered MAY 2 1975

Name Location

The Elliott-Bester House Hagerstown
Washington County

Charlotte Hall Historiec District Charlotte Hall
St. Mary's County

Also Notified

Hon. Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.  State Historie Preservation Officer
Hon. J. Glemn Beall, Jr. Mr. Arthur C. Townsend
Hon. Goodloe E. Byron Director
Hon. Robert E. Bauman Maryland Historical Trust
Refional Director, Mid Atlamtic 2525 Riva Road
Region Annapolis, Maryland 21401

PR MMott/row 5/8/75



Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

A6 27 1981
Ms. Gjore Mollenhoff
Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Construction
Veterans Administration
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Ms. Mollenhoff:

The Memorandum of Agreement for the proposed VA grant for the construction
of a new veterans home affecting the Charlotte Hall Military Academy in
_St. Mary's County, Maryland, has been ratified by the Chairman of the
Council. This document constitutes the comments of the Council required
by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and completes
compliance with the Council's regulations, "Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). A copy of the agreement is
enclosed.

In accordance with Section 800.6(c)(2) and 800.9(e) of the regulationms,

a copy of this Memorandum of Agreement should be included in any environ-
mental assessment or statement prepared for this undertaking to meet
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act and should be
retained in your records as evidence of compliance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act.

The Council appreciates your cooperation in reaching a satisfactory
resolution of this matter.

Sincerely,

o S

JotdAn E. Tannenbaum
Chi¥f, Eastern Division
of Project Review

Enclosure



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S
BRIEFING STATEMENT

Date: 5/1/81

Toz Executive Director

Through: Chief, EDPR, and Director, OCRP

From: M. Ibach

Subject: MD/Charlotte Hall Military Academy/VA/Construct Vet's Home

1. Undertaking. GSA proposes to grant the Maryland Veterans Home Commission

65% of construction costs of a State Veterans home at Charlotte Hall, St.
Mary's County, Maryland,

2. Dates.

a. Date of First Contact: December 17, 1980.
b. Comments Requested: March 2, 1981.

C. Adequate Documentation Received: March 2, 1981. Additional info
received May 22, 1981. —

3. Property. The site of the proposed veterans home is in the center of

the Charlotte Hall Military Academy, a property listed in the National
Register of Historic Places. Composed of various administrative buildings

of varying age, the Academy dates from early Colonial times, and stands

where the first hospital in the United States had been built. The Admini-
stration Building, built in 1927, is the existing visual focus of the

Academy. The complex is at present sensitively landscaped and laid out in

a concentrated complex in the southeast part of the campus, where construction
will take place.

4, Effect. Demolition of the Administration Building, the Post Exchange,
a watertower, and a warehouse/garage will have an adverse effect on the
academy. New construction on the site of the Administration Building will
visually impact the complex. Nine buildings in the front of the campus
will be affected by this project.

Buildings relatively unaffected by the project are the White House (1803)
to be used as a museum, the Dent Memorial Chapel (1884) to remain in use,
and the Academic Building (1897), for which a use has not yet been assigned.

5. Agency Proposal. The Maryland Veterans Home Commission, acting for

the State of Maryland, will have the Administration Building, the Canteen
and water tower, and a garage demolished in order to construct a large
residential facility on the foundations of the Administration Building.

All the demolished buildings will be recorded to NAER standards and research
will be done to document previous land use of property and archeological
remains. In addition, the VA proposes to screen the new construction with
landscaping.



6. Alternatives. The most obvious alternative is the rehabilitation and
adaptive reuse of the Administration Building, the 1927 Colonial revival
building whose foundation dates back to 1897. The 1969 dining addition at
the back could be removed to accommodate more space. A feasibility study
had been made by Walton, Madden and Cooper, Inc., on January 22, 1979,
which determined that the Administration Building is basically sound and
could be adapted to meet veterans' needs if numerous additions and partial
demolition were made. The primarily wood construction of the building has
decayed considerably.

7. Policy Consideration. Exact significance of the Administration Building
to the National Register Historic District was assessed at an onsite inspection
made May 22, 1981. The two documents submitted by VA, the Feasibility

Study (FS) of January 22, 1979, and the PCR, had revealed divergent views

on the significance, rehabilitative condition, and use of the Administration
Building. The onsite inspection resulted in a consensus that the demolition
of the Administration Building was feasible as long as the new building was
sensitively landscaped. There is strong local support for the VA project

and the complex would continue to be associated with the military. The

whole complex should be recorded to NAER standards before alteration or
demolition, and methods for recovery archeological resources set up.
Landscaping design of the new complex, particulary as it relates to the

older buildings, will be approved by the SHPO.

8.  Approach. The loss of the Administration Building appears acceptable
after consideration of alternatives and the great need for this VA project.



-~" Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration (VA) proposes to fund 65% of the
cost for the construction of a new Veterans Home by the State of Maryland;
and,

WHEREAS, the VA, in consultation with the Maryland State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO), has determined that this undertaking will have
an adverse effect on the Charlotte Hall Military Academy, St. Mary's County,
Maryland, a property included in the National Register of Historic
Places; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 470(f), as amended, 90 Stat. 1320), the VA has
requested the comments of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(Council) in accordance with the Council's regulations, "Protection of
Historic and Cultural Properties' (36 CFR Part 800); and,

WHEREAS, representatives of the Council, the VA, and the Maryland SHPO
have consulted and reviewed the undertaking to consider feasible and prudent
alternatives to avoid or satisfactorily mitigate the adverse effect;

NOW, THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed that there are no feasible and
prudent alternatives to avoid the adverse effects of this undertaking and
it is in the public interest to proceed with the undertaking in accordance
with the following stipulations.

Stipulations

The VA will ensure that the following measures are carried out.

g Prior to any alteration or demolition, the Charlotte Hall Military
Academy will be recorded so that there will be a permanent record of
its present history and appearance. The National Architectural and
Engineering Record (NAER) (National Park Service, Department of the
Interior, Washington, D.C., 20243; 202-343-6217) will first be contacted
to determine what documentation is required. All documentation must
be accepted in writing by NAER and the Council notified of its acceptance,
prior to the demolition. Copies of this documentation will provided
to the Maryland SHPO.

2. Within 90 days of demolition, the National Register of Historic Places
nomination form for Charlotte Hall Military Academy will be amended
accordingly.



Page 2

Memorandum of Agreement
Veterans Administration
Charlotte Hall Military Academy

3. A landscaping plan to minimize the visual impact of the new construction

on the Charlotte Hall Military Academy to preserve the setting of the
property will be developed in consultation with the Maryland SHPO.
This plan will emphasize maximum use of existing landscaping and will
use techniques such as tall connifer trunks in the area of new paths,
driveways, and particularly at the new building's southern perimeter
and the entrance patio.

4. Archeology

a. Prior to any demolition, background documentary research and an
archeological field survey within the area that will be affected
by demolition and construction activities will be conducted in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 66, Appendix B (Attachment 1). The
purpose of this investigation will be to identify any prehistoric
or historic archeological remains which may exist in the project
area, including any remains of the original late 17th century
hospital thought to be located near the site.

b In the event that archeological resources are found that may meet
the National Register Criteria (36 CFR Part 1202) (Attachment 2),
a determination of eligibility for inclusion in the National
Register will be obtained from the Secretary of the Interior. If
the resources are determined eligible, they will be avoided if
feasible during demolition and construction activities in order
to preserve them in place. If this is not feasible, a data
recovery program will be developed and implemented in consultation
with the Maryland SHPO and with reference to the standards in the
Council Handbook, Treatment of Archeological Properties (Attachment 3).

QHMK%WHQM&M)

Executive Director L i
Advisory Council on Histbric P eservation

/Q«-« // Zw:,..a (date) Xé/f/

Veterans Administration

YHhAE Ctate) FILL)

éj;?yﬂaryland State Historic Preservation Officer

(date)

Chairman
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation



Office of Construction Washington, D.C. 20420

‘V'\ Veterans
\.& Administration

MAY - 6 1982 In Reply Refer To.oaA1

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic
Places

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washin?% n, D.C. 20243

Py §
Dear‘Msf*gﬁaégifvil“”///

In compliance with 36 CFR Part 60 and a Memorandum of Agreement
between the State of Maryland and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, the Veterans Administration wishes to amend the National
Register of Historic Places nomination for Charlotte Hall Military
Academy, Charlotte Hall, St. Mary's County, Maryland. This property
was nominated by the State of Maryland and listed on the National
Register in 1974.

Charlotte Hall Military Academy was closed in 1976 for academic
studies and received a grant from the VA to partially fund the
construction. In August 1978 the Maryland State Veterans Commission
acquired the property for a state veterans home.

To more effectively utilize the site it was determined that the
administration building constructed in 1927 would have to be
demolished. In October 1981, the administration building was
demolished and the site cleared in preparation for the construction of
the Maryland State Veterans Home. In this process no other buildings
were disturbed and the large oak trees remain undisturbed.

Prior to the demolition of the administration building as a
stipulation in the Memorandum of Agreement, the structure was photo-
graphically recorded. The National Architectural and Engineering
Record (NAER) has accepted the photographic documentation as a
permanent record of the building.



Ms. Carol D. Shull
Acting Keeper
Page Two

Thank you for amending this National Register nomination. If we may
be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Sandra
Webb on (202) 389-3447.

Sincerely,
P

/ /A

(Misg)' GIORE J. MOLLENHOFF

Histgrig Preservation Officer

cc: Maryland State Historic Preservation Office
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
National Park Service (NAER)
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