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) The Meadow Mill, located at 3600 Clipper Mill Road (west of the
Jones Falls Expressway) is unique in Maryland for its scale and
character which follow those of the New England mills of the
period. 'fIt is, according to Robert Vogel, of the Smithsonian
Institution, probably the onl¥ remaining mill in the state
built between 1877 and World War 1.2 Thus, it represents the
end of an era which was characterized by greater simplicity,
economy and massiveness of design, dictated by the increased
market for and production of cotton goods and the introduction
of larger modern machinery.

Meadow Mill is a three story brick structure; the double pitch
roof is so slight that it appears flat, having a substantial
overhang to the eaves and exposed rafters. In the center of the
west facade is a square tower structure with a truncated spire-
like roof having an open bell cupola above the 'cut'. The
building is seven bays deep and has twelve bays on each sides/of
the square tower. Each of the bays has a projecting Italiaﬁgte
segmental arch. All of the bays, beside the tower, have been
bricked in, pierced occasionally by a small vent. The tower is
distinguished by its corner pilaster strips, segmentally arched
corbel table and its deep cornice with modillions and brackets
which is repeated in the cupola.‘]ﬁuﬂ1of the four sides of the
roof is pierced by a steeply pitched triangular pediment,
crowned by cast iron gingerbread. A large 'L' in a circular
disc, for the present company - London Fog, conceals most of
the pediment.4

An early photograph in the files of the Enoch Pratt Free Library
Baltimore, shows former efforts to beautify the factory includ-
ed curving paths and roads, bordered with beds of flowers, and
curtains hung in the many windows of the structure.

Ian article which appeared in the February 10, 1877 issue of

the Maryland Journal states that Mr. James E. Hooper, one of
the proprietors, had visited New England to inspect mills there
prior to building Meadow Mill.

25ee letter attached.
3Bryant Franklin Tolles, Jr., "Textile Mill Architecture in East
Central New England: An Analysis of Pre-Civil War Design",
Essex Institute Historical Colleetipmsy,Quarterly, CVII (July
1971), Pp. 221-253. \/“‘Cﬁ7/ﬁ ;
4Descrlptlon by Michael Bour “\foﬁt lagd Historical Trust,
June 27, 1968.
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The Meadow Mill was erected by the Hooper family in 1877 as
one of five mills which comprised the Woodberry Manufacturing
Company. It was intended for the manufacture of seine twines
and was built at the time when the mills of the area produced
80% of the world's cotton duck, twine, yarn, légg/wick, sheet-
ing, drill, twill, shirting and calico prints.

The cottoﬁ/;;ll industry along the Jones Falls Valley, in the
Woodberry community, had its beginnings in 1842 when David
Carroll and Horatio Nelson Gambrill, an inventor, converted
the Woodberry Flouring Mill to a yarn spinning mill. They,
and others, formed the Mt. Vernon Company and, by 1863, had a
total of six mills,

William E, Hooper, son of an Irish sailmaker, learned the in-
dustry from his association with Gambrill. He took ov the
Woodberry Mill from Gambrill and formed the Woodbenry/ﬁgnufac—
turing Company in 1865, eventually purchasing three other millg
from the Mt. Vernon Company. Meadow Mill was added to this
conglomeration and, at the time of Hooper's death in 1885, the
five mills were left to Hooper's sons, Theodore, James and
Alcaeus. James Hooper married a daughter of Robert Poole
whose foundry and machinery plant supplied the mills. Alcaeus
was to become Mayor of Baltimore in 1895.

The Hooper family was greatly interested in the well-being of
the neighborhood and built substantial housing for the mill-
hands (much of which is still standing and occupied), erected
a boarding house for unmarried women workers, and established
a building and loan association for the millhands. The
Hoopers' family home was located nearby.

Following William Hooper's death, the com y merged with the
Mt., Vernon Company, becoming the Mt. Ver on-Woodberry Cotton
Duck Company which included a total of fourteen mills, some
outside the State of Maryland. In 1915, this company, in
turn, was reorganized and, as economic factors continued to
shift the textile industry to the south, the mill fell into
disuse until it was purchased in 1960 by the Londontown

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Londontown Manufacturing Company, Inc.

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

Manufacturing Company, makers of London Fog rainwear. = The
William Hooper and Sons Company is still in the textile business
although located several blocks west of the old Meadow Mill in a

new plant.
#9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued

Tolles, Bryant Franklin, Jr. "Textile Mill Architecture in East
Central New England: An Analysis of Pre-Civil War Design."
Essex Institute Historical Collections Quarterly, vol. CVII,
no. 3. (July, 1971).

Ward, J.T. "Meadow and Mt. Vernon Mills Join Trend in Process-
ing of Synthetics." The Evening Sun, Baltimore, June 24,
1948.

Ward, J.T. "Meadow Mill, Old Hampden Landmark, Sold at Auction."

The Evening Sun, Baltlmore, June 22, 1960.

Woods' Baltimore City Directory 1879 & ff. (Printed and published
by John W. Woods) .

(1 of 1 Continuation Sheet)



PROPERTY %WM

STATE /ﬁ d

NORKING NUMBER

[ 6. 7. ROl 2

TECH REVIEW

Photos

Maps

7300388

%o\\% MOrg C\-\

HISTORIAN

~ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

~ KEEPER

National Register write-up

Federal Register entry

3/
/

Send-back

Re-submit

Entered







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SaEE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore City
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ook NL:;;‘BNERI T W73 e

COMMON: Londontown Manufacturing Company, Inc

/ [ Meadow Mill)

Maryland

Baltim g-

STREET AND NUMBER: 05 ;
3600 Clipper Mill Road ~ -

CITY OR TOWN: V?r /y;
Baltimore \T Re, /OA/ - 2 | \/

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE

pHoTo crepiT:  RoObert Voge

DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEcaTIVE FiLep aT: - The Smithsonian Institution

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIO S

West Facade.

GPO 921-737



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY :
_ Baltimore City
¢ PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) e JANT ;A];%

comvon: Londontown Manufacturing Company, Inc. Al

Meadow Mill A e ST

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER: (\\ ”LL[,":’[’EU ) _r‘v
3600 Clipper Mill Road ~/ Youl
CITY OR TOWN: Fl N L]

i ot NATIA i |
Baltimore = pnATlong 3]
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: 5 neG/s :"T A~boe

Maryland 24 | Baltimore \Gity B

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7.5 guadrangle Baltimore West
scaLe: 1 :24,000

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




/()//a}\/oﬁ‘:‘ Y

o 34mi.TPpUS.I

v - N ° /
.’ :’,
\;§ g M:dlae\alscaﬁn!er /l, 2
: =\ f

N
Q

e
PA

= Dougl N \
ouglass | §
ngh QChOOI | - i \\71'/\ ‘o/,\\\\/ QO\ )\ ) R\\—_"%

(BALTIMORE EAST
5662 | SE

|
|

_ LA
”_"‘T‘T LJ

hwr\\\l N\l..\%l.‘_
\'*' "
.“.

OVERLEA 6 8 Mi
BEL AIR 23 MI.

4 . Y 1 0 1 i Yo" X
;\;52‘&"&”0\\’\ t.‘;q- :‘3 O/ /'.""l I ] “ ‘ ‘I' “ ‘ \f\\/\,‘
'J i I T ‘ .’L _ :_: | vi ) 8 S ,;1 ; \l T—l c»;rﬁlrf_%}[zinsr \\\v \Q\
\ | N\ N

W
4

l

GRACE 37 MI

7O MO 7

= CE

lat.
flong. 76° 38' 34"

Heaaou) Mo

39° 19' 53"



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560
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Mrs. Walter E. Black, Jr. LS REPFIVED
1114 Bellemore Road I~y S e
Baltimore, Maryland 21210 (= Vel Ly

L

Dear Mrs. Black:

DA
NEGl,

I am sorry to be so tardy in replyin I;p;your,le Qéf asking about
the Meadow Mill. I hope it is not too late fo¥ot 185~

I do not know why it was designated the No. 2 Meadow Mill. So
far as I know you are correct in believing that there was only one
mill by that name so that it would seem appropriate to drop the No. 2
in the designation.

With regard to the mill's architectural merits, although it is
true that the windows have been bricked up and it is essentially sur-
rounded by later excrescencies, it is still in my view a rather dis-
tinctive building and one unique in Maryland. 1Its principal dis-
tinction is the general scale and character which follows a great
many of the fine New England mills of the pezgggétdlhere appear to be
some rather distinct textile mill building patEterms in Maryland, the
Meadow Mill having been built 'toward the end of one lasting through
the 1870s. I cannot offhand think of a mill in the entire state
built between 1877 and World War I, the Meadow Mill thus representing
the end of its particular era.

May I suggest that you take a look at Bryant Toﬂg/;/article in

the July 1971 Essex Institute Historical Collection's Quarterly, page
221 following. I think you will find it helpful as well as interest-
ing in its own right. It should be available at Pratt.

If I can be of any further help, please let me know. With all
best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

- G

Division of Mechanical
and Civil Engineering
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Hon. Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. State Liaison Officer

Hon. J. Glenn Beall, Jr. Mr. Orlando Ridout, IV

Hon. Marjorie Holt Director Maryland Eistorical Trust
2525 Riva Road

Director, Northeast Region Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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Dr. William J. Murtagh
. October 31, ‘1974
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