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STATE

Maryland

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

BO District Q Building

□ Site □ Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
nx Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:

□ In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

g] Occupied 
1 1 Unoccupied 
□ Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

rX Restricted 
I I Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

□C Agricultural

□ Commercial
□ Educational

I I Entertainment

□ Government 
I I industrial

I I Military

□ Museum

topAT^NOFlLEGAL description '
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Clerk of the Circuit Court
STREET AND NUMBER:
Harford County Courthouse 40 S. Main Street

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Bel Air Maryland
'^IFIMgNtATiqN fN EXISTING SURVEYS

title OF SURVEY:

Marvland
--------------■leATa ------------------------------
DATE OF SURVEY; □ Federal 3 State □ County □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

□ Park 
f3t Private Residence 
I i Religious 
i I Scientific

WNER'S NAME:

Miss Ann I. Hall
STREET AND NUMBER;

Medical Hall Road
STATE

Maryland
CITY OR TOWN:

Bel Air RFD

STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE

Annapolis Maryland 24 Lti



I i description ™ ____________

CONDITION

(Check One)
g] Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)

Altered □ Unaltered □ Moved IX Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Medical Hall is located northeast of Bel Air, Maryland on the 
east side of Md. Route 154 one mile north of Schucks Corner.The property consists of a Fgd^al style dwelling, jix out­
buildings, and at least three archaeological sites.

The house. Medical Hall (HA-3) was constructed of stuccoed
between 1825 and 1840, in a retarditaire interpretation 

of the Georgian-Federal period vernacular. Typically the 
structure is five_Jbays long, two bays wide, and two and one 
half stories high. The windows have shutters and six over six 
sashes. lhree_jdprmers, One at each end bay with the third in 
the center, project from the ’VA" roof. A chimney is located in each gable end. The structure stands atove a lighted base­
ment. The principal (west) facade has a centrally placed door 
with sidelights and a rectangular transom subdivided 
diatihgpattern usually associated with elliptical fan lights.

The interior follows the norm with a central hall opening on to 
two rooms on either side. The woodwork consists of block trim 

'ahdrwide mouldings. The hall now contains four panels French 
griselle scenic wall paper depicting scenes of the French Rev­
olution. The two south parlors contain paneling which pre­
dates Medical Hall. It came from Belvidere, an early Harford 
County house located in what is now Aberdeen Proving Grounds 
and destroyed in 1942.

Immediately south of Medical Hall is a stone springhouse 
(HA-843)-which 20th century owners have converted into a pump-' 
house.
East of Medical Hall is a stone cottage (HA-982) believed to 
be a 19th century tenant house. The three bay structure is 
two stories high. The first floor windows have six over six 
lights while there on the second floor are three over three.
The gable end second floor window in contrast has six over 
six sashes. All windows and doors have rectangular lintels of 
stone or brick. The "A" roof has deep eaves and a central 
chimney, a modern replacement of a central ;Elue for stoves.
Three structures are located south of Medical Hall; a smoke­
house (HA-252), spring house (HA-254), and a dwelling (HA-253) 
The substantial character of their fabric and the 18th 
century style appearance lend currency to the belief these 
structures consisted of the nucleus of the original fairni com­
plex. The spring house was constructed of stone and sits low 
to the ground under its "A" roof. The smoke house is similarly 
a stone building but is a full story and a half. A square 
window is located in the gable end with a door on the adjoin­
ing side. The dwelling is an interesting three part, "L"

(See Continuation Sheet)
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___________ flUB- R 13f3

Medical Hall Historic District
(Number all entries)

#7
Description
shaped vernacular structure. The base of the "L" is a two story 
stone structure two bays wide and two bays long. The windows have 
six over six sashes and flat arched lintels.

A one and one half story stone structure adjoins one gable end at 
a right angle forming the "L". This section has a more steeply 
pitched A roof than its neighbor and a much larger chimney stack 
emerging from the gable end. A shed roof porch begins at the 
center of the one and one half story stone section and extends 
across the third frame section. It shares the same roof as well 
as the shed porch with the one and one half story stone section.

In addition to the 19th and possibly late 18th century structures. 
Medical Hall contains the important archaeological sites. Of 
primary significance is the site of Dr. John Archer's office and 
medical school (HA-844) . An''l860 landscape painting of the house
KaTs" suBstantiated the assertion that ruins south of Medical Hall 
are the office. The dimensions of the ruins match those given 
for Dr. Archer's office in an 1814 federal tax assessment for 
Harford County.
To the north of Medical Hall on a rise of ground is the probable 
site of Dr. Archer's first house '(HA-981) which he' abandoned in 
1777 because of reoccuring nightmares. Immediately adjacent to 
the present Medical Hall is the.site of Archer's second house.

#8 Significance
Five of John Archer's six sons followed their father into medi­
cine. The sixth, Stevenson,Ar,qher, became a lawyer. In 1817 
James Madison appointed "Him judge of the Mississippi Territory. 
He returned to Maryland and continued his political career as a 
Congressman, judge of the circuit court, and Chief JjA&tice of 
Maryland"^i844r-1848) The association of Stevenson Archer with 
Medical Hall gives the sti^ucture historic significance.
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SPECIFIC DATE(s) (It Appticabte andKnown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)

Abor iginel
□ Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

1 I Agriculture

□ Architecture

□ Art
n Commerce 
( I Communications 
f 1 Conservation

S Education Political

□ Engineering Q Religion/Phi.

□ Industry losophy

□ Invention Q Science

□ Landscape □ Sculpture

Architecture □ Socio l/Humon-
□ Literoture

a Military Q Theater

I 1 Music Q Transportation

1 I Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

Medical history
a Ty h~i

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The importance of the Medical Hall complex centers around its 
historical association with John Archer (1741-1810) , the_.fixst
man to receive.a degree in medicine in America". Archer was
flfs't in the first class to receive degrees in medicine from 
the Philadelphia College, the earliest chartered medical 
school.^ Prior to that time he had been one of an estimated 
3500 practitioners without a degree.

Archer treated countless patients from his office (HA-844), 
taught medicine to fifty students, and initiated innoculatipn 
for whooping cough. He devoted much of his time to the needs 
of the poor. Archer funded the Harford County MedicalSo­
ciety and was a charter member of the Medical and Chirurgical 
Faculty of Maryland.

Archer's public service extended to a direct participation in 
the American Revolution.

As a member of the HA Co. Committee of Safety he signed the 
Bush Resolution (1774) and the Bush Declaration (1775), two 
documents which supported independence. He represented Har­
ford County in the convention which wrote the states first 
constitution. Archer served as captain in the county militia, 
in 1782 he was judge of the orphans court. He terminated his 
political career with two terms in Congress (1801-1805).

John Archer had inherited his HA Co. home from his father, 
Thomas Archer who had come to Maryland to supervise a British 
±ron foundry on nearby Deer Creek.

Iwilliam B. Postell, "Medical Education in Medical Schools 
in Colonial America," International Record of Medicine, (June 
1958), 367, and Francis J. Packard, History of Medicine in the 
United States, Vol. Ill, (New York)1931, 1210-1213.

(See Continuation Sheet)



f MAJOR fetBLiOGRAPWCAt REFERENCES

1. Archer, John Jr., M.D. "John Archer, M.B." paper pre­
sented to The John Archer Society. University Of Pennsylvania. 
20 May 1966.

2. Cordell, Eugene, M.D., "Transactions of The Harford 
County Medical Society", Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin August- 
September, 1902.

3. (See Continuation Sheet #2)
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STATE:

CODE

CODE

COUNTY

/
T-J
IN

COUNTY:

2 0 1973 P

CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Jean S. Ewing
ORGANI ZATION

Maryland Historical Trust

sdh

■Tnnta R 107^
STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road
CITY OR TOWN:

AnnapolisIh' STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFlCA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedires set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National

Maryland

Name

inal □ State B □

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

(J?Mk
Director. Office of Archeology and Hietoryf Preeervetion

Orlando Ridout, IV
Title State Liaison Officer 

for Maryland

Bate June 21 - 1973

ATTEST:
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 
342 BROADMOOR ROAD 

BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21212
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(301) 433-0235 J

February 15, 1982

Miss Carol Siiull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Pension Building 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: Medical Hall, Harford County, Md. 
Anne I, Hall, deceased.

Dear Miss Shull;
I wrote you on January 8, captioned as above,
Not having received a reply, may I bring the matter 

to your attention.
Thanking you in advance for a reply, I am.

Very truly yours.
■ s-;j

cc; Mrs. Janet G. Marshall 
Mrs.Patricia Verderosa
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Mr. J, Harry Cross 
- Attorney at Law

MAR -3 1982
i-‘-

. .. ' ■'s. 'i 
_ 'J

S42 Broadmoor Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21212

K»« "i
Dear ?Ar. Cross:

.-4
I ■•;. . ' ^.' • •• ■'•'i,/•■.■ 'Thank you for your letters of January 8 and FeLmry 18, 1882, i^fa^liif the acreage4af 

4, Medle&I H«h H}afr>ri<^ n{a»rif.t wMch wfis listed hi the National Register on 
Ae^ust 28,1873. We apoic^lze for our delayed respcmse.

Enclosed find tlie nomination fOTm for the Medical Hall Historic District, including a tol^ 
which delineates tiie boundari^ for the district* 268 acres are listed as part of the 
nomination. U you have any further questions, dcm't hesitate to contact either the 
tiaticnai Registar {202-*2T2-3SQ4) or your State Historic Preservation Officer, *1#^
Mr. J. Rodi^y Little, wlKxse address is 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 31401. ^ '

. ’'■*..

Thank yc«i fw ycair interest in historic preservatic®. 

Sincerely yours.
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