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1. Name

historic Hemenway Furniture Co, Building

and/or common Same

2. Location

>
street & number Corner—of—Third and Jackson Streets _N/Pnot for publication
city, town Alexandria N/A vicinity of
h .
state A code 5, RQE&S Rapides code 079
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public —__ agriculture —__ museum
X building(s) _X private X unoccupied ____ commercial — park
— structure _ both — work in progress __ educational ____ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
___ object N/A in process _X__yes: restricted —___government ___ scientific
N/A- being considered —_ yes: unrestricted ____industrial transportation
___no —_ military _X_other: Vvacant
4. Owner of Property
name See Continuation Sheet
street & number
city, town h ___vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Rapides Parish Courthouse
street & number 701 Murray Street P. 0. Box 952
city, town Alexandria state LA 71301

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X_no
date 1983 ___federal Lstate ____county ___local
depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state | A 70804




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ____ deteriorated ___ unaltered X original site

_X good ____ruins _X_ altered ___moved date N/A
__ fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Hemenway Building (c,1918) is a five~story brown brick commercial building
located in the central business district of Alexandria. Despite a few alterations,
the building retains its National Register eligibility,

The plan is largely open on most floors and in many cases the old pine posts
and exposed heam ceilings are still visible, The only interruption in plan is the
original truck bay which is located in the northern corner of the first story,
The first and second stories are contained within an articulated base with Targe
plate glass windows and a fixed awning supported by cables, . The third, fourth
and fifth stories are divided vertically into bays by brick pilasters which run
through the entablature and parapet. On each of the two public sides of the
building (i.e., the northeast and the southeast), the end bays have two windows
each, while the central bays have three windows each, Most of the windows are
square head, but on the central bays of the third and fourth stories they are
segmentally arched, All windows above the second story level are of the multi-
paned casement type. '

The building is trimmed in terra cotta at the top of the base and at the
entablature level, In addition, each of the pilasters has terra cotta strapwork

near the top, A1l of the windows and the attachment points for the awning cables
are accented with terra cotta blocks,

Since construction the following changes have been made in the structure;
1. Lowered cejlings have been installed in some areas,

2. Some of the pine posts have been encased in other materials designed
to give a more modern appearance,

3. Windows on the second story have been boarded over, although the windows
themselves remain intact underneath,

4, It appears that the fixed awning has been replaced,

Assessment of Integrity:

Despite these changes, the significant features mentioned in Item 8 still
remain. In addition, the first three changes are easily reversible, Hence,
in our opinion, the Hemenway Building is still eligible for the National Register,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law ____ science
—_1500-1599 agriculture ____economics ___ literature ____ sculpture
— 1600-1699 I architecture __ education —_ military ____social/
_1700-1799 ____art ____engineering ____ music humanitarian
_.1800-1899 ____ commerce —__exploration/settlement ___ philosophy __ theater
_X 1900- ____communications ___industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specity)
Specific dates c,1918 Builder/Architect Builder: Hemenway Furniture Co.
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Hemenway Building is locally significant in the area of architecture within
the context of downtown Alexandria. The Louisiana Comprehensive Historic Sites
Survey has identified 131 fifty plus year old commercial buildings in the
Alexandria central business district, Of these, over half are one story high and
over a third are two stories high, The Hemenway Building is one of only four
examples which are over four stories high, Moreover, of the four, the Hemenway
Building is one of only two which retain their historic shopfronts, This aspect
is particularly important because surviving historic commercial shopfronts are
rare in Alexandria, In addition, the Hemenway Building is also unusual in that
its exterior is divided into bays by long brick pilasters, This adds to its
monumentality. Finally, the base, the pilaster tops, the entablature, and some
of the windows are trimmed with terra cotta ornamentation, This is seen on
relatively few older commercial building exteriors in Alexandria, most of which
are wholly of brick.

The Louisiana Review Committee for the National Register asked the staff
of the Division of Historic Preservation to append the following statement to
the nomination: '

Stylistically the Hemenway Building represents a late, somewhat diluted
version of the Chicago Style skyscraper, Of course, it lacks the pronounced
cornice which is characteristic of the style, but it should definitely be
viewed within the overall Chicago Style tradition, In this the building
stands as one of only two examples in the area,
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Louisiana Comprehensive Historic Sites Survey, Rapides Parish,

c.1920 postcard showing Hemenway Building,

10. Geographical Data {
Acreage of nominated property ___approximately L acre |

Quadrangle name __Alexandria, LA Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
UTM References
A5 1515,207,0,0 |3,4]6,4]144,0] L) Ll b bbbl
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
L L bbb gl ol | | [AJAJ T T
E| T T T T F||||| | | Ly 1
Y T T T T Hi | Ll l L] L | o

|
Verbal boundary description and justification |

Please refer to enclosed sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

ASSISTED BY OWNER

namettitle Hational Register Staff

o Division of Historic Preservation
organization  State of Louisiana date  June 1983
street & number P, 0, Box 44247 telephone  (504) 342-6682
city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ____state _X Jocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service
State Historic Preservation Officer signature //' M\
Robert B, DeBlieux
title . ; . . date Aggust 15, 1983

State Historic Preservation Officer
For NPS use only -
Attest: ' : ' . date

Pnby cert!fy at this property is included in the National Reglster
Chief of Registration

Keeper of the National Register




FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Hemenway Building Item number 4

4. Owner of Property

John H. Downs

P. 0. Box 4275
Alexandria, LA 71301
Office: (318) 487-8610
Home: (318) 487-1897

Robert T. Ratcliff
P. 0. Box 7536
Alexandria, LA 71306
(318) 448-0826



- HEMNWAY FuRNmuAE (0. = llS
AlEVANDRIA, TRAPIDES PARISH

(NOT To StALS)

e i bomA&r:S
m%-*o

Siriar=s
0 bouv\o\af 3

|
KI BDuNDAR\/ RuNS '
PARAlg, To BLG. |

e, ——»

ARy wdll

SIDEWAIK




et

e K g e R
MENWAY FURNITURE CO., LTD., ALEXANDRIA, LA.

O Y,

HE

XEROX OF C. 1920 POSTCARD OF HEMENWAY BUILDING

e T T R T T TR LT T T R e T P




WASO Form - 177

(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Hemenway Furniture Co. Building
Rapides Parish
LOUISIANA ‘ ,

() resubmission
[C] nomination by person or local government

[(J owner objection
] appeal
[ﬂample

Substantive Review: [ request [J appeal

Substantiye Review

AUG 25 1983

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date: _iA/, J ¢ §0_

Date Due: DA Zi/i o /0/7/3’3

Action: _ZACCEPT _20/ </ %3

—RETURN

— REJECT

Federal Agency:

(U] NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Within 4he condck o downtown Aogoduid (Hhereis no petentiah e
o haolnce diotic® ) +hiy Drecllling 15 anchidecTivatly aigicfcot
%) mﬂa{)ﬂ@ et pevwiair el coma el Qw,()zﬂwc, id o
@ AN Wwwplf "L (MM /ﬂﬂ\J Comaeriiad Style %8u4ﬂ7¢6m

Recom./Criteria_ (L.¢.c2/ 7 C

latiich Adiws

Reviewer . >
Discipline ___#i51¢
Date /6] / y / §J

see continuation sheet

teci(nical corrections cited below
_____substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O ves O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[J excellent [ deteriorated [ unaltered ] original site

] good [ ruins [ altered [ moved date

[:] fair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
(] completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
[ dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[ completeness

[ clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[J relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

[J Photographs
[J other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Hemenway Furniture Co. Building
Alexandria, LA Rapides Parish
Jonathan Fricker

July 1983

LA State Historic Preservation Office
Photo #2

West






Hemenway Furniture Co. Building
Alexandria, LA  Rapides Parish
Jonathan Fricker

July 1983

LA State Historic Preservation Office
Photo #3
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State of Lonisiana

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

ROBERT B. DEBLIEUX

DAvVID C. TREEN ASSISTANT SECRETARY

GOVERNOR

MRS. LAWRENCE H. FOX August ]5 N 1983

SECRETARY

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 L Street N, W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

DIVISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY
KATHLEEN BYRD, DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF THE ARTS
ALBERT B. HEAD, DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ANN REILEY JONES, DIRECTOR

FOLKLIFE PROGRAM
NICHOLAS R. SPITZER,
PROGRAM MANAGER

Enclosed please find the completed and signed nomination
form for the Hemenway Furniture Co. Building, along with maps

and photographs,

Please be advised that this property is slated for

renovations under the 25% ITC provision of the Economic Recovery

Act of 1981,

If any additional information is required, please contact

the National Register staff,

Sincerely,

e

Robert B. DeBljeux

State Historic Preservation Officer

RBD/DF/bc

Enclosure

*
Q“fa‘a o

e

P. 0. BOX 44247 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804 (504) 342-6682 AND LINC 421-6682



