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1. Name of Property_________________________________ __________________________ _________
historic name Methodist Episcopal Church South___________________________

----MS- ■ " 'other names/site number MM 135

2. Location
street & number Northside East Main Street ha I not for publication

city, town Mount Stpri hal vicinity

state K p n f 11 r k V code ky county Mont gome rv code 1 7 3 zip code 4 0 3 5 3

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

c

private
public-local
public-state
public-Federal

Category of Property 
H building(s)
I I district
I I site
I I structure

H object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Mt. Sterling, Ky. MRA

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 _______buildings
_______ _______sites
_______ _______structures
_______ _______objects

1 n Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register___ Q-----------

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
iSl nomination [HI request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Pl^eT^d meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

it the^l^ional Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.
______________ ? ■ / 7 /

I XI nomination II request for determination of eligibility meets the 
National Register of Historic PlaCes^d meets the procedural and 
In my opinion, the property [xTrneetsjndoes'^rr)^^t^^^i

Signature of certifying official ^D^vid L. Morgan 
State Historic Preservation Officer. Kentucky H
State or Federal agency and bureau d'

9^&.\ Date
tage Council

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
reentered in the National Register.

I I See continuation sheet.
EH determined eligible for the National 

Register. EH See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

gntarea In tlM
National

removed from the National Register, 
other, (explain:)_________________

/■

ature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/ Religious striir.tiirp Re liffion/ rel it^ious fstTti r* t* i

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/ Gothic

Materiais (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone___________________
walls Brick

roof Asphalt 
other____________

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[y~l See continuation sheet
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Methodist Episcopal Church South 
Mt . Sterling, Ky. MRA

The Methodist Episcopal Church South is a two-story brick 
rectangular building, with a gable roof. The gable end faces the 
street and contains the two entrances. The entries on the east and 
west sides of the front facade have double-leaf doors within a 
gothic arch. The doorways are recessed and highlighted by brick 
corbelling. The east entry is located in a three-story tower 
ornamented by paired gothic windows and topped by a classical 
balustrade and garlands. Between the two doors is a three-part 
stained glass gothic arched windows with a smaller version beneath 
the upper arch.

The longer sides of the building have six bays, all but the 
south most on each side containing two-story gothic arched windows. 
There is a band of brick corbelling beneath the eaves.
To the north is attached an educational building completed in the 
1920's.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally □ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria Oa Ob [iTIC

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [^A Ob [H|C Od Oe I If

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Ar chitecture

Period of Significance 
1883

Significant Dates
1883

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A______

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[y~1 See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical References

Beers, D.G. and J. Lanagan. Map of Montgomery County, Kentucky, 
Philadelphia: Beers and Lanagan, 1879.

Boyd, Carl B. and Hazel M. Boyd. A History of Mt. Sterling, Ky, 
Mt. Sterling: privately printed, 1984.

Deed Books Montgomery County Courthouse.

Sanborn Insurance Maps for Mt. Sterling, Kentucky.

Previous documentation on file (NPS); 
n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey #
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record #

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[xl State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
I I Other
Specify repository:
Kentucky Heritage Council

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM References
A I I I I

.29 Acre

_L
Zone Easting

c I I I
Northing

I .

Verbal Boundary Description

B L I I I I
Zone Easting

Dl I I I I I I I I
Northing

[Y1 See continuation sheet

IY1 See continuation sheet

I I I I

Boundary Justification

nn See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Helen Powell
organization H. Powell & Co., Inc.
street & number 2230 Idle Hour Center 
city or town Lexington____________________

1 2/ 1 790. date
. telephone 
state Kentucky

(606) 266-5351
.zip code^0^0^
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The Methodist Episcopal Church South in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky 
is significant under criterion C for its architectural design. The 
building was completed in 1883 and designed in the Gothic revival 
style. The building's original exterior design and detailing was 
altered in 1923 by an addition to the rear or north which does not 
detract from the building's architectural character. The 
building's exterior design is the most notable example of Gothic 
Revival design in Mt. Sterling.

There are six other churches in the city limits of Mt.
Sterling listed on the National Register. The Church of the 
Ascension (MM-MS-62), a board and batten gothic revival building 
built in 1868, was listed on the National Register in 1979. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church built in 1884 was a contributing 
building in the Commercial Historic District listed in 1980. The 
Keats Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Church (MM-MS-134) built in 
1893 was listed in 1983. The First Baptist Church dating from 1916, 
the Christian Church dating from 1927 and the St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church built in 1882 were contributing buildings in the 
Northwest District in 1989.

The three late nineteenth century brick churches previously 
listed on the National Register in Mt. Sterling, St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church (1882), Southern Presbyterian (1884), and Keats 
Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Church (1893) are one and one-half 
stories and rectangular in form with the entry on the gable end.
All have modern additions for offices or classrooms attached to the 
rear or side. The changes to the main block of the building include 
replacement of the original doors and the loss of some wood 
ornamentation such as brackets.

The oldest extant church building, the Church of the Ascension 
(MM-MS-62), was built prior to the arrival of the railroad in 1872. 
It is a one-story, rectangular, wood board and batten building with 
Gothic-arched windows. Unlike the other church buildings listed 
above, it is more domestic in its proportions and scale with the 
entry on the long facade instead of the gable end.

The Southern Presbyterian Church (no site number) built in 
1884 after the arrival of the railroad is more similar to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South in terms of its scale and 
detailing. The Southern Presbyterian Church however lacks the 
ornamental brickwork and stained-glass windows displayed on the 
facades of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As a result, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South stands as the best local example 
of the gothic revival style of architecture used on religious 
building in Mt. Sterling after the arrival of the railroad.
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The congregation of what became the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South completed their fist building on this lot in 1816 when the 
Rev. Thomas Nelson was pastor. They did not own the lot however, 
and it was purchased at a Commissioner's Sale on April 12, 1827. 
Wilson Street was then called Strawberry Alley and a second 
building made of brick was dedicated in August 1827.

The building dating from 1827 was dismantled and the present 
building on the site completed in 1883 during the tenure of Rev. 
John R. Deering. Windows from the earlier church were used in the 
side facades and a new memorial window honoring Bishop H.H. 
Kavanaugh was placed in the front facade.

The educational building located on the north or rear of the 
church was completed in December 1923. In 1950, a second floor 
addition was dedicated.

There are six other churches in the city limits of Mt.
Sterling listed on the National Register. The Church of the 
Ascension (MM-MS-62), a board and batten gothic revival building 
built in 1868, was listed on the National Register in 1979. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church built in 1884 was a contributing 
building in the Commercial Historic District listed in 1980. The 
Keats Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Church (MM-MS-134) built in 
1893 was listed in 1983. The First Baptist Church dating from 1916, 
the Christian Church dating from 1927 and the St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church built in 1882 were contributing buildings in the 
Northwest District in 1989.

The three late nineteenth century brick churches previously 
listed on the National Register in Mt. Sterling, St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church (1882), Southern Presbyterian (1884), and Keats 
Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Church (1893) are rectangular in 
form with the entry on the gable end. All have modern additions 
for offices or classrooms attached to the rear or side. The changes 
to the main block of the building include replacement of the 
original doors and the loss of some wood ornamentation such as 
brackets.

The Southern Presbyterian Church is the most similar to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South in terms of detailing since it is 
a gothic revival building. The Southern Presbyterian Church however 
lacks the ornamental brickwork and stained-glass windows displayed 
on the facades of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As a result, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South stands as the best local example 
of the gothic revival style of architecture used on a religious 
building in Mt. Sterling.
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Acreage of property; .29 

UTM Reference

Zone Easting

241960

Northing
,/

4216000

of the intersection of East
then north 140 feet to a
then south 140 feet to a

Verbal Boundary Description

point; then east 90 feet to a point
point; then west 90 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

The boundary has been drawn to include all of the architecturally 
significant resources associated with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The boundary excludes areas which do not contribute to our 
understanding of the Gothic Revival style applied to religious
buildings during the period of significance. For this reason, the
boundary excludes the commercial development to the south and west 
and the modern residential development to the east and north.

The boundary contains one contributing building.
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Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, MRA

For All Photos;

Property Location:

Photographer: 
Negative Location:

Date Taken:

Northside East Main Street
Mt. Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky
Helen Powell
Kentucky Heritage Council 
Frankfort, Kentucky 
1990

Photo Nos. 

1 

2

West side and front facade, view to northeast 

Front and east side, view to northwest
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COVER

Date Listed
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2. Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Passenger and
Baggage Depots

3. Chiles, William, House

4. East Mount Sterling Historic District50^^/^

5. Fitzpatrick, W. T., House

6. Hicks, Miss Emma, Bungalow
. Machpelah Cemetery fiulbajtafitlVii Hevlew

"S 8. Methodist Episcopal Church South 

9. Monarch Milling Company
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Methodist Episcopal Church South 

Mount Sterling MPS

STATE & COUNTY: KENTUCKY, Montgomery

DATE RECEIVED: 3/11/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 4/12/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91000426

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 3/27/91
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 4/25/91

APPEAL:
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
^-^•'^^CEPT ____RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT
fiaterod in thd 

DATE ^tlcnal Eoglstai

RECOM./CRITERIA_
REVIEWER__________
DISCIPLINE_______
DATE_______________

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

___ count ___ resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION 

___ historic current

DESCRIPTION

.architectural classification

.materials 

.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

.summary paragraph

.completeness

.clarity

.applicable criteria 

.justification of areas checked 

.relating significance to the resource 

.context

.relationship of integrity to significance

.justification of exception

.other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

.acreage

.UTMs
.verbal boundary description 
.boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs .presentation

OTHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

 Phone 

Signed Date







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500239


