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CONDITION [ Excellent Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ Unexposed
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Slightly
ﬁ ered [J Unaltered [J Moved Bf] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

’knncxod by Indianapolis in 1962, this Victerian enclave long existed as an
incerporated town entirely aurronndt&”ﬁi“fﬁ:'city whose center is only 2k
miles away. Its 77 acres were platted as a "residemce park" im 1872 with the
condition that lets be 80 by 170 feet and houses, it is said, cost $20,000 er|
more. Three generous nerth and south streets were comstructed each centered
by a wide,nlandscaped, esplanade. The esplanades retain fountains, great,
ornated flower urms amnd various pieces of cast irom statuary which the found-
er hoped resembled figures in the gardens of Versailles. One east and west
street bisects the area. The great variety of native trees and shrubs and of]
cultivated plants afferds am informal arberetum for the large high school
located on cemparable adjoining acreage, the scheel itself of historic
interest, some of its Civil War Aresenal buildings having been recorded in
the Historic American Buildings Survey 1970. Art classes frem the schoel

of ten usé thé eésplanades for sketching and painting sessions. The three
large and elaborate fountains at the intersections eof the east and west driv:
and the six smaller fountains in the esplanades are in process of restoratio
as are the 74 vintage light standards with fluted metal columns and cross

arms bearing five white twelve inch globes. Wholly residential, save for a oo
community buidling, the district has 243 dwellings, chiefly of frame comstrug-

tion. Approximately 65% date to the late 1890's or very early 1900's, and
are neo-Jacobean or East Lake in style, usually three storeys in height, the
third storey meant as a ballroem oftem with dais or balcemy for orchestra./
Rooms are large, high ceilinged, with huge windows, many with beveled plate
glass and diamond shaped imsets. Hall and stair windows are often of colored
patterned glass "Tiffany glass." The many fire places are operable and fine
hardwood abounds. Brass door kimebs-are highly embessed. Entramce doors have
copper kickplates. Some of the original carriage houses remaim in liveable
state. The district is bounded om the morth by a stene appeariag wall de-
signed after that showm in an 1873-7h4 color lithograph of Woedruff Place, om
the south by an ornamental iron fence with common foncing on the east and
west. Layout, planting, urns, figures and fountains look mow much as they
do in the contemporary print; The objects are the pieces originally inm-
stalled. Some are described and called by name in Booth Tarkingtem's 1919
Pulitzer Prize movel "The Magnificent . Ambersons." The author reported that
Woodruff Place served" aa a model for his Anborsen Addition in the story.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Architecture

/The district preserves a late Victorian style of architecture not fre-
quently found in present lamdmarks and memorials and is in an area where
such preservation seems most appropriate. Indiama was one of the most
heavily forested of the American states and the houses are of nativo timber
and were built on a virgin acreage known as "the dark woods"./ Great trees
remain along the streets and in the esplanades. Interior hardwood used for
doors, casements, moldings, stairs and railings, mantels and floors is of
fine quality and of local origin. Craftsmanship involved is excellent.
Laid out as a "residence park" Woodruff Place is still wholly residential
and while there is a certain unity of period, a pleasing and interesting
variety in detail exists as shown in accompanying photographs. Some indi-
vidual structures depart from the general pattern. Period hardware and
much fime glass is in evidence, the glass often part of a bay window, that
superior predecessor of the ubiquitous picture window. The good state of
preservation is a recemmendation. The residences bear an air of permanence
and fitness. 8 . £

| Landscape Architecture
The layout of the streets and esplanades, well proportionod and distinc-

tive, presents an unusual example of urban design antedating the "garden
city" idea. ’

it The planting represents many varieties of trees and shrubs, replenished

with some frequency, bmt carrying out a century-old idea of decoration.

The flower urns are ornate; the large fountains bear cherubs, swans,
scrolls and turtles; in the esplanades are classic female figures; all the
designs showing the European influence of the 1870's, an era rarely so
extensively illustrated or so well preserved.

Association with Area, Events and Persons (

Woodruff Place is the model for the "Amberson Addition" described in
such detail in Newton Booth Tarkington's Pulitzer Prize winning novel "The
‘Magnificent Ambersons". Tarkington thought the Addition resembled the
Gardens of Versailles.

Woodruff Place adjoins and forms an appropriate approach to the state's
largest high school located on the site of a former U.S. Arsenal several of
whose vintage buildings are a part of the Historic:American Buildings
Survey, among them a moated powder magazine, an officers! residence, a
guard house and an arsenal with a clock tower. The school's students are
afforded outdoor classrooms in botany, in art and architectural detail and
may feel close to American literature using Tarkington as an example.
American history, business, folklore, adventure may be illustrated by the




Henry. City Should Cherish Woodruff Place. Indianapolis News, Decem~
ber 31, 1971, p.1l. The author had beem told by Tarkington that Woodruff
Place was the model for the Amberson Addition in his Magmificent

Coats, Nellie M. Provisional History of Woodruff Place Founding. Indianapolﬂ
1971. Manuscript.

Dunn, Jacob Piatt. Greater Indianapolis. Chicago, 1910. Two volumes.
Woodruff Place, vol. I, p.439; James O. Woodruff, vol. I, p.332,
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Nellie M. Coats

P R
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--continued
Statement of Significance--continued

lives of Woodruff Place founders and residents, i.e., James O. Woodruff, a
founder, lost his fortune in the 1873 Panic and later established a floating
university, probably the first; a longtime citizen was one of the but six
survivors of the Greely farthest north expedition in 1884; another resident
was granted a medal by the Emperor of China; the founder of the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra lived here; the farm home of the Hiatts is known as "the
Hhouse of the blue lights" a story recently investigated by Indiana University.

Relation to City Government
In 1972 the Indianapolis Park and Recreation Department is restoring the

fountains, the figures, the urns and is planting or replacing trees and shrubs.
The city Transportation Department has made an;apprepriation to replace the
charming old light standards using the original fluted molds.
As the houses become available they are being purchased by young profess
sional men, bringing back into the central city a helpful group.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES--continued

the 1970 survey.

Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Indiana. Chicago, 1876. Reprinted
Indianapolis, 1966. Woodruff Place site shown on double spread map of
Indianapolis.

Indianapolis Illustrated. (Indianapolis?), 1889. Illustration of fountain in
Woodruff Place, ¥ol. II.

Indianapolis Journal. The Journal Handbook of Indianapolis. Indianapoiis, 1902.
Edited by Max R. Hyman. Woodruff Place, pp.§3—100.

Peat, Wilbur D. Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century. Indianapolis, 1962.
"The Neo-Jacobean Mode", pp.159-157.

Riley, James Whitcomb. June at Woodruff, in his Green Fields and Running Brooks|
Indianapélis, 1892; published 1893, p.7l.

Robinson, J. R. Picturesque Indianapolis. Indianapolis, 1890. Some illustration|
of Woodruff Place.

Stranger's Guide to the City of Indianapolis. Indianapolis, 1882. Illustrations|
of Woodruff Place included.

Tarkington, Newton Booth. The Magnificent Ambersons. Garden City, New York,

- 1918. Woodruff Place was the model for the Amberson Addition laid out in

the novel.

Woodress, James. Booth Tarkington, Gentleman from Indiana. Philadelphia.
"Amberson Addition was in reality Woodruff Place", pp.197-198.

Woodruff Place Directory. Indianapolis, 1931. Illustrated from photographs

Woodruff Place Entrance. Indianapolis, 1874-1875. Color lithograph b3 de
and Burford. Carries signatures of J. O. Woodruff, Paul C. dy
McCauley (an Indianapolis Mayor) and John A. Comingore.

Woodruff Place Post. Vol. IV, no. 38, April 30, 1917.
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% DATE OF PHOTO: November, 1971
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w Indianapolis Photo Co., Indianapolis, Indiana
“ DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECT!‘O‘r;l,. VETC. ‘
720 West Drive Woodruff Place, looking northeast from rear side yard..
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4. IDENTIFICATION = . %

DESCRIBE VIIEW, DIREGTION, [ETC,

the community center.

Aerial view of Woodruff Place, looking north, broken dotted lines repre-

sent wire fences noting east and west boundaries, encircled building is
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Indianapolis Photo Co., Indianapolis, Indiana
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Street scene, flower urn and light standard looking northwest from the
500 block of East Drive Woodruff Place.
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PHOTO CREDIT: Robert Ao Tignt_e
" lbaTE OF PHOTO: November, 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Indianapolis Photo Co., Indla_gpolls. Indiana

i i
DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION ETC

783 Middle Drive Woodruff Place, looking southeast
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= PHOTO CREDIT: Harold C. Olin
" IbATE OF PHOTO: June, 1965
i NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w 595 East Drive Woodruff Place, Indianapolis, Indiana
a DESCRIBE VIEW, DlRéCT‘I‘ON. ETC.
Large fountain at intersection of Cross Drive and East Drive Woodruff
Place, looking northeast, published on the cover of the 1965-1966
Woodruff Place Directory by the Woodruff Place Civic League.
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DATE OF PHOTO: 1889 Part 2

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

ECTION, ETC.

Large fountain at intersection of Cross Drive and Middle Drive Woodruff
Place, looking northeast, published in Indianapolis Illustrated 1889
Part 2 by H. R. Page Co.
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STREET AND NUMBER:

1700 to 2000 East Michigan (500 North) and East Tenth (1000 North) Streets
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Indianapolis

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Indiana Marion

PHOTO CREDIT: From lithograph, Indiana Historical Society Library

DATE OF PHOTO: 1874-1875 Lithograph

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Woodruff Place entrance. Indianapolis (1874-1875) Color Lithograph by
Braden and Burford. Carries signatures of J. O. Woodruff, Paul C.

Woodruff, Daniel Macauley (Indianapolis mayor), and John A. Cominger.
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

829 East Drive Woodruff Place, looking east
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DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

Division
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
lagiags 118 lMarion 37
PHOTO CREDIT: Ind1ané§6iié Departmént of Métroﬁolifan Development, Planning

INEGATIVE FILED AT:

Planning Division

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

by the colored line.

Place on adjoining comparable acreage.

Aerial view showing Arsenal Technical High School to the West of Woodruff

Woodruff Place area is defined
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1700 to 2000 East Michigan (500 North) and East Tneth (1000 North) Streets
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Indianapolis
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Indiana |A |Marion

PHOTO CREDIT: Robert A. Tweﬁt; .
DATE OF PHOTO: November, 1971

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

i”

1s Photo Co., Indlanapolls, Indiana

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

795 Middle Drive Woodruff Place, looking east at carriage house
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WOODRUFF PLACE CIVIC LEAGUE, INC.
Indianapolis, Indiana

November 4, 1969

Dr. William J. Hurtagh

Keeper of National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
801 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Mr. Robert Braun of the Marion County Historical Soclety contacted
us today to remark on the conversation you and he had on Monday.

Woodruff Place is an area that 1s worthy of placement on the
National Registry and it is with this thought in mind that we
request your assistance to meet this goal.

Would you be kind enough to send the proper applications and other
necessary information we will need to accomplish our goal.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Woodruff Place Civic League, Inc.
For the Board of Directors

“Iald ¢

Robert M. Worth, esldent //
960 East Drive, Woodruff Place
Indianapolis, Indiana 46201

RMW/c jw
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¥Mr., Tobert M. Forth, Jr.

President, ¥Yoodruff Place (ivic
League, Inc,

Indiamapolis, Indiana 46201

Dear Mr. Worth:

Thank you for vour letter of November 4 concerning the newination of
Woodrul f Place for the Hutional Megister. The two enclosuress will
axplein how properties may he nominsted for the Rezister.

State noninstions, such as Weodruff Place would he, =ust he nade
through the office of the State Liaison Officer. Since the death of
“r. Parlay Provest, the Acting State Lisisen Officer for Indiana is

“r. Joseph A. Elatt, State Park Dirvector, State of Indiana, Indisnspelis
42604, ¥e supgest that vou contact by, Blatt's office fer nomination
forms as well as isstructions on how to preperly couplete them. After
nomingtion ferme have been completed, they sust he reviewed by the
State feview Board and signed by the State Lisisen Ufficer hefore

being sent to this office.

You may also wish to contact Mr, H, Roll HcLaughlinm, sn Tndianepolis
architset who glso is fasiliar with Nationsl tegister nouinstien
procedures. His saddress is Jemes Assoclates Architeets & Ensineers,
2828 East Forty-fifth Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46205,

¥e appreciste your interest and wish you well., Plesse do not hesitate
to contact us if we can be of further sssistance.

Sincerely yours,

. o R S, 7 { T Ad )
William J. Murtagh (S8Ges

¥illie= J. "urtagh
Keeper of the National
Heglistesr

Enclosures 2

e

#r., Joseph A, Blatt, Acting Director, Departweat of Hatural Resources,
State of Indiana, Indianapolis, Indiana 42604 w/cy inc.

fegional Director, Northeast Region w/cy inc.

T-w/cy ine. HR RSGamble:ps 11/13/69 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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ELI LILLY
PRESIDENT EMERITUS

May 9, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper National Register
1100 L Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

This letter accompanies a second set of nomination
forms supporting a request that Woodruff Place, a
Victorian enclave in Indianapolis, Indiana, be added
to the National Register of Historic Places. The
first set was returned to officers of the Woodruff
Place Civic League with the comment that the desérip-
tion and the statement of significance were inadequate,
that more photographs should have been submitted, and
that the topographic map showing location should not
have been an electrostatic copy. An effort has been
made to rectify these matters.

.

Very truly,

A

(Miss) Nellie M. Coats

MQDQ\{;

NMC/aj




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE INDIANA
Date Entered JUL 31 1972
Hame Location
Indianapolis
Marion County

Also Notified

Hon., Vance Hartke
Hon, Mh'h

Hon. Andrew Jagobs, Jr.
Director, Northeast Region

&R NRowland:bc 7/27/72
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS FOUNDATION OF INDIANA

August 15, 1974

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

801 19th Street, N.UW.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Bill:

I have been meaning to contact your office for some
time concerning a plague program for the National
Register Properties. VYesterday my office was con-
tacted by Mrs. Betsy Toy Hall concerning the dona-
tion of an appropriately inscribed plagque for Wood-
ruff Place, here in Indianapolis.

Woodruff Place is a unigue sequence of buildings,
historic homes, parks, statuary and fountains on the
near-east side of Indianapolis. It was platted in

1872 and its 77 acres have remained residential, with

no commercial encroachments. There is great pride

in the neighborhood as to the National Register Listing.

Mrs. Hall asked me to investigate the erection of a
plague in the center of this area noting Woodruff Place's
National Register Listing and giving a brief description
of the area. I would also like your advice as to tre ap-
propriateness of a memorial reference, since Mrs. Hall
wishes to donate the plague in the memory of her mother,
a long time resident and advocate of Woodruff Place.

This same request has been made by the Centerville, Indi-

ana group concerning a National Register Plague for their
area and I promised them I would inguire for them as well.

3402 Boulevard Place, Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 Telephone (317) 926-2301



HISTORIC LANDMARKS FOUNDATION OF INDIANA

Murtagh/8-15-74
page 2

We would be happy to work through the Historic Preser-
vation Officer's office, but I would like to hear your
thoughts on the above, as soon as you can respond.

I hope to see you in Portland for the National Trust
meeting in October.

Sincerely,

S~

J. Reid Williamson, Jr.
Executive Director

JRW:cr
CC3 Mrs. Betsy Toy Hall
Mr. H. Roll MclLaughlin
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OMB Approval No. 29-R0213
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SECTION 1—APPLICANT/RECIPIENT DATA

" X i a. NUMBER 3. STATE a. NUMBER
! -~ FEDERAL ASSISTANCE i Pyl 7605330398
TION
1. T;PE PREAPPLICATION APPLI- b. DATE ear i & IDENTI- b. DATE Year month day
ACTION APPLICATICH - CATION 19’76 "\ﬁ 1'53 FICR ASSIGNED 1976 5 26

(ﬁ‘;’;"fa ‘::" [[] NGTIFICATION OF INTENT (2pt) | Leave : ]

ro:) [[] REPOET OF FEDERAL ACTION Blank
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
a. Applicant Neme Indiana 35-6000158 '
b. Organizstion Unit : Department of Natural Resources 6. 115 le I9
. sww/p0.8x  : Room 608, State Office Building oo, (nmwm [l Do BI04
d. City : Indianapolis s Gty 2 Marion i B .
. State ¢ Indiana & 2IP Code: 46204 : Federal . Historic Preservation
h. Contact Peson (Name Joseph D. Cloud (317)633-6344 s

& telephone No.) 3

Indianapolis, Marion County

East Drive (Development)

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

Woodruff Place Historic District 1881

Project will replace deteriorated wood and préserv=
and restore the exterior of the structure.

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-State . H-Community Action Agency
B-Interstate |- Higher Educational institution
c-ls)qntspéo i(:g:gian (Téibe ™

istric or ecify)
D-~County Hecix
E-City

F-School District
G-Special Purpose

£ District Enter appropriate letter m

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

Indianapolis, Marion County

750,000

Source of state match is the owner's funds and donated-sasic Grent D-Insurance
laborl. B-Supplemental Grant E-Other  Epier appro- |
C-Loan priate leiier(s) D—A-;:
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, counties, 11, ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
States, ctc.) gg}g?ﬁ'gﬁ%RSONs A-New C-Revision E-Augmentaticn

B-Renewal  D-Continustion
: Enter appropriate leiter m

‘Dept. of Interior, National Park Service, Washington D.C, 20240

13. -  PROPOSED FUND!NG 14, CONGRESSICNAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE 'OF CHANGE (For 12¢ or 12¢)
A-Incressa Dollars F~Other (Specify):

a. FEDERAL | § 2,238- 71 .00 | & APPLICANT b. PROIECT g.-ll;\e:r:eas.aabollla.rs (Specifs

3 nereasd Jurgien
b aruicant|  3,471-27 |  State-wide 11 D-Decrusse Duration
e. STATE 00 | 16. PROJECT START. 17. PROJECT E-Cancellation

ATE ggzémmdau DURATION Enter appro- [:D:J
d. LOCAL .00 19 . Months priate letter(s)
e. OTHER : 00 | 18. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month day |19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
- BE SUBMITTED TO

t. vor [s 5,710.00° .00 FEDERAL AGENCY - 19 18-71-00001-04
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code) 21. REMARKS ADDED

g] Yes [7] No

- SECTION UI—FEDERAL AGENCY ACTION

National Park Service

Grants Administration Div.

22, a. To the best of my knowledge and belief, | b. If required by OMB Circulsr A-S5 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- No re- Response
data in this prespplication/application are structiops therein, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses are attached: sponse attached
THE true and correct, the document has been ’ .
APPLICANT | duly autherized by the governing body of .
CERTIFIES | the applicant and the applicant wili comply | ) State BUdget Agency O m
THAT b with the attached assurances if the assist-| () ) O 0
ance is approved. @ D D
E 23. a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE < SIGNATURE c. DATE SIGNED
CERTIFYING Year month day
B | e | Sente Hiat. pra - - W 1976 11 18
sentative | State Hist. Preservation Offi¢. A2
24. AGENCY NAME %fo '?PPLICA- Year month day
Department of the Interior . RECEIVED 1976 12 7
25, ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE ‘| 28. FEDERAL APFLICATION
IDENTIFICATION

29. ADDRESS

30. FEDERAL GRANT
IDENTIFICATION

18th & C Sts., N.W., Washington. D.C. 20240 18-71-00001-04
31, ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year month day | 34. Year month day.
ST
[ . AWARDED a. FEDERAL $ 2 938,.71.00 |33 AcTiON pATER 1977 3 10 | DmeNC,77 3 10
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
[] b. REJECTED b. APPLICANT 3.471,29.00 TION  (Name and ‘teleph pofB g ::'DING Year month day
[] © RETURNED FOR | c. STATE .00 . paTe - 1080 3 10
AMENDHENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
[ ¢. DEFERRED o. OTHER _ .00 (202) 523-5472
0e WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL $ 5 710 00 £% Yes { )No
38. a. In taking sbove sction, any comments received from clearinghouses were con- | b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
i sidered. If agency response is due undor provisions of Part 1, OMD Circular A~95, (Name and telephone no.)
FEDERAL AGENCY it has been or is being made. " same as #3 5
A-95 ACTION .

CSTANDADRIY FORM 47228 PACY 1 11075y
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' Item #13b

: : - Sources of the state match are $1,761.29 of the owner's funds
and the owner's donated labor valued at $1,710.00
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