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Altered □ Unaltered
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ('ff fcnown^ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The synagogue is basilican in shape, without transepts. It has 
a clerestory and side aisles, round-arched windows, and a circular 
"rose" window in the facade, much in the manner of traditional 
Romanesque churches. The foundation is of stone, with alternating 
courses of tan and pinkish local sandstone, but the bulk of the 
structure is of wood, j

Shingles are applied with regard to both decoration and imitation 
of the stone-work below. Corners of the facade are flared outward 
at the top, offsetting the stone base, which is slightly battered.

A rhythm of circles is effectively employed in the front of the 
building, there being five small ones in the tracery supporting 
the "rose", and a round window in each aisle-ending flanking it.
On the interior, nave ribs have been extended into Moorish arches 
before cutting back to supporting columns.

The general impression conveyed by this building is of pleasing 
unity of forms and textures, and of somewhat exotic variations 
on the typical Roman^^^ue forms, suggesting a touch of the East 
altogether appropriate for a synagogue. The structure is vir
tually unaltered since its erection in 1895, and has been well 
maintained, j^.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, EfcO

^The Beth Israel synagogue is the old/^t in Idaho. According 
to Jewish sources, none of the oldef congregations in the 
western United States still occupies its original building. 
Until 1895, when this congregation was formed, Boise's 
small Jewish community worshipped in private homes or in 
rented halls. Jews were among the city's earliest settlers 
and leading citizens.

The first president of the congregation was David 
a pioMer merchant and leading citizen of Boise. His brother 
Nat^^, partner in the firm of D. Falk and Brother, was 
elected second president of the congregation in January, 1896. 
Moses Alexa^yfer, one of the founders, was vice president the 
first two years, and was elected as the congregation's third 
president for the year 1897. He was also elected Mayor of 
Boise that same year for the first of two terms, and in 1915 
began the first of two terms as Governor of Idaho.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: PROPOSED MOVE

PROPERTY Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue 
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE Sc COUNTY:

DATE RECEIVED:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

IDAHO, Ada 

9/25/03 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/09/03

REFERENCE NUMBER: 

NOMINATOR: STATE

72000432

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N
REQUEST : N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT

LESS THAN 50 YEARS; 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED; 
NATIONAL:

DATE

N
N
N

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:
The information provided by the SHPO documents the fact that the proposed move, if conducted as described, will 
not adversely affect those qualities for which the Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue was originally listed in the 
National Register. The synagogue is significant under Criterion C and A for its architectural design and historic 
fimction as a important center of Jewish cultural and religious activity in the local community. The property’s 
integrity of setting and feeling have already been compromised to some degree by changes to the character and scale 
of the surrounding Boise neighborhood. The proposed site contains no known significant architectural or 
archeological resources. The owners should be cautioned to take great care in assuring that the building’s 
architectural features and historic integrity (design, materials, workmanship) are not adversely affected by the 
physical relocation of the building. Much of the post-move significance will rely on the distinctive architectural 
character of the building. Caution should also be taken in the placement the building within its new site, assuring to 
the extent possible that the building does not become a mere “stage artifact” within the larger complex. As an 
original stand alone building, the synagogue should not be fashioned into a historic display object, but should still 
convey its original character and integrity.

RECOM. /CRITERIAAypimoti 

REVIEWER-\^g\ ^ . Lo-Sy A-> 

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_ 1- 

DATE [0131
liTOf lAr4

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
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I
Director, Pacific Northwest Region 
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State Liaison Of^ficer 
Dr. Hcrle Vf. fiells 
Director
Idaho Bistorical Society 
€10 north vTulin Davis Drive
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Steve Guerber
Executive Director
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210 Main Street 
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Historical Museum and 
Education Programs 
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Historic Preservation Office 
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Office: (208) 334-3861 
Fax: (208)334-2775

Historic Sites Office 
2445 (Md Penitentiary Road 
Boise, Idaho 83712-8254 
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Oral History 
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Stole Archives/Manuscripts 
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September 24,2003

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
8* Floor
12011 Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005

RE: Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue. Boise. Ada Countv.
Idaho

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Congregation of the Ahavath Beth Israel Synagogue (historically 
known as the Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue) in Boise, Idaho, has 
made the decision to relocate its historic building. The Congregation 
based its decision on its growing numbers and programs and the inability 
of the historic building to meet all of their needs. The historic Synagogue 
building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972 
(72000432), and the Congregation would like the building to retain its 
National Register status after the move. The building was listed with the 
Areas of Significance of Architecture and Religion.

The Synagogue currently sits on a small parcel of land on the periphery of 
Boise’s downtown core. There is a Subway restaurant immediately to the 
west; a YMCA building and parking lot are located across the street to the 
east; small scale commercial buildings are foimd to the south; and the 
Boise High School campus is on the north. The Synagogue was 
constructed in 1895; all other buildings are more recent construction.

Originally, the Congregation owned much of the property around the 
building, as well as 13 acres immediately south of Morris Hill Cemetery. 
Over the years, the Congregation sold off many pieces of their property 
(including the 13 acres) to use the proceeds to maintain their building and 
programs. Now, the Congregation has reacquired 5 acres of the original 
13 adjacent to Morris Hill Cemetery and proposes to move the historic 
Synagogue to that site. This site is located approximately 2 miles fi-om the 
building’s present site. While the area around the current Synagogue 
location has been developed and filled-in, the 13 acres near the cemetery 
has remained undeveloped; the future plan includes the 5 acre Synagogue 
“campus” and an 8 acre city park The setting for this site is primarily

mmThe Idaho State Historical Society is an Equal Opportunity Employer.



residential with the large cemetery to the north. The new site will incorporate a newly 
constructed “multi-purpose” building, classrooms and a new sanctuary. This new construction 
will form a courtyard, into which the historic Synagogue will be moved (see attachments).

The Idaho State Historic Sites Review Board (ISHSRB) was asked to address the questions
presented in 36CFR60.14(b), and below is a summary of their consensus responses:

(A) Reasons for the move? The current Congregation of the Temple Beth Israel has 
outgrown the historic Synagogue building. The structure is fairly small and now 
completely land-locked with no room to expand its physical plant. The Congregation 
needs a larger sanctuary, classrooms and gathering spaces to accommodate its growing 
membership and programs. The Congregation considered abandoning the existing 
property and simply moving the Congregation - but not the building - to a new location. 
However, the Temple Beth Israel is believe to be the oldest, continually-in-use 
synagogue west of the Mississippi, and the Congregation feels a deep link to its historic 
building and does not want to physically discormect itself from it. Therefore, they feel 
their only alternative is to move their building to a new location where they can also 
expand their facility. Recognizing this important spiritual connection to the historic 
building, the ISHSRB agrees that there was no other alternative for the Congregation.

(B) Will the new location affect the building’s integrity? Certainly, the move will affect 
the building’s integrity of location and setting. But the ISHSRB feels that the integrity of 
the building’s current location has already been compromised. The historic setting was 
much more residential in nature but has evolved to commercial over the last century. 
Their opinion is that the current location on a busy downtown street, surrounded by 
modem commercial buildings reflects the original setting very little. In addition, the 
ISHSRB points out that the building is significant for its architecture, and these elements 
will not be altered by a move.

(C) Will the new site provide a compatible orientation, setting, and general 
environment? Again, the ISHSRB makes the point that the new site should not be 
compatible with the existing site, as the existing site has, itself, been compromised. In 
addition, the ISHSRB points out that the original nomination did not mention the existing 
orientation, setting and general environment - coming to the conclusion that this was not 
of paramount importance to the building’s history and architecture. However, the 
ISHSRB does have mixed opinions about whether or not the new site would be 
compatible. Some feel it would compliment the building and its history, while others 
contrasted the current site - highly visible on a comer in a highly trafficked area - vs. in 
a park-like setting, within a courtyard, surrounded on three sides by a new multi-purpose 
building, and not very visible to the public.

(D) Will the addition of this building onto the new site adversely affect the new site’s 
existing setting and general environment? The unanimous verdict of the ISHSRB is, 
no, the addition of this building to the new site would not adversely affect that site. The 
site sits adjacent to a cemetery and has historically been undeveloped. The



neighborhood surrounding it is not considered to be historically or architecturally 
significant at this time. There are no known archeological deposits on the site.

Ultimately, all ISHSRB members recommend that the Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue 
retain its National Register of Historic Places status.

For your review, we have included architectural drawings and renderings of the new location, as 
well as (digital) photographs of the existing and proposed site.

The Synagogue move is scheduled to occur in the near future; any assistance you could give to 
expedite this request would be appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact Tricia 
Canaday in our office at (208) 334-3861, ext. 102.

Sincerely,
A

17^ Kf
Suzi P. Neitzel
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Idtdio State Historical Society

cc: Bruce Poe, Cole Associates Architects, P.A.



























facsimile
TRANSMITTAL

to: Tricia Canaday
fax#: 208-334-2775

re: Beth Israel proposed move
date: November 4, 2003
pages: 2, including this cover sheet.

Tricia,

I signed off on the synagogue move on October 31, 2003. A formal letter will be coming under 
separate heading.

Here is the comment sheet that I prepared. Please caution the congregation to proceed with the 
move as gently as possible. I feel that architecture will need to carry the burden of eligibility 
after the move and too much restoration or “selective renovation” could damage the building’s 
integrity. Likewise the new setting could be better realized if the building looks less like a statue 
on a pedestal in a garden and more like a stand alone component of the complex.

From the desk of...

Paul R. Lusignan 
Historian

National Register of Historic Places. National
Park Service 

1849 C Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20240

202-354-2229 
Fax: 202-371-2229



NOV -7 2003
H32(2280)

Mr. Steve Guerber
State Historic Preservation Officer
Idaho State Historical Society
210 Main Street
Boise, Idaho 83702-7264

Dear Mr. Guerber:

Thank you for your letter of September 24, 2003, concerning the proposed move of the 
Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue in Boise, Ada County, Idaho.

In accordance with Federal Regulations 36 CFR 60.14(b), the National Register approves the 
proposed move of the Synagogue. Based on the information in your letter and in the nomination 
file in Washington, the National Register has determined that the synagogue will not suffer an 
appreciable loss of integrity and will be placed in an suitable setting. Therefore, the building will 
remain listed in the National Register during and after the move unless integrity is destroyed.

After the Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue has been moved, please provide the National 
Register with the date of the move, photographs of the property on its new site, a revised 
U.S.G.S. map, acreage, and a verbal boundary description.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed move, and for your interest in maintaining 
the integrity of the National Register list.

Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull

Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places

bcc: 2200
2250
Basic File Retained In 2280 

FNP:BBoland:OP: 11\05\03 :F ;\NR\bethisrael.wpd


