


SIGNIFICANCE • • . ^ ^
Ihis builcaing focuses attentioi cn the career of a founder of Chrrcpractrc treatnent 
and the country's largest educational institution assocrated with it - Palimr Sch^l 
of Chiropractic. B.J. Palmer first occupied the building as a residence during the 
era of the school's founding. Palmer expanded and altered the house ‘during his life, 
the alterations are a unique reflection of Palner's eccentric and worldly- interests. 
The. period of significance recognized is 1912 (date of occupancy) to 1949 (B.J.'s 
death).

DESCRIPTION
Louis C. Dessaint, local lumber mill owner, built this house in 1874. Later owners 
were F. H. Hancock in 1886 and Wm. D. Petersen in 1895. In 1912 ^,J, Palmer ^d his 
wife Mabel moved into the house vhich was located adjacent to the first classroom 
building (now razed) for Palner School of Chircpractics.

B.J. PaliTer was instrurrentar in establishing chircpractics as a treatment involving 
manipulaticsi of the soine to prcmote healing. " D.D. Palmer, B.J. Vs father, 'was the 
discoverer of the philosophy & treatment and B.J. was Chircpractic's main prompter, 
developing a scientific chiropractic philosophy and technique. B.J. published 35 
bocks that retrain the basis of .Chircpractic theory today.
Chircpractics gained in popularity dramatically after W.W. I. Enrollment in Palmer 
school peaked at 2,000 before the Depressicn. Hard times set the school back and by 
1936 chly 300 students were in attendance. After W.W. ll the school experienced 
renewed growth. Today, Palmer College is the largest institution of Chiropractic 
instruction in the world, ____________ -■■ _______
SOURCES . . ....

Wilk, Chester A. ,Chircpracrtic ^)eaks’ Out, Park Ridge, ILL: Wilk Publishing Co; 1973.
' "Chircpractic School Tcps Seven Ehterprises maiking Dr. Palmer's Acccmplislmtents 

during-41 years," Centennial and Fiftieth Anniversary'EditiOh, Davenport Times, 7/11/36 
Palmer,David D. Three Generations: A Brief History of Chircpractic, Davenport: Palmer
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Besictes Qiircpractics, B.J. was also an avid investor in the new radio - 
television industry after W.W. I. He was the owner of WCC radio staticn, the 
first licensed station west of the Mississippi, in 1922. In 1930 Palmer 
acquired the Des Moines station, WHO. A camTunicaticns dynasty developed 
around these two holdings during the 1930's & 40's.
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