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architects:

The Petersen Music Pavilion is one of Iowa's few examples of the Spanish Renaissance
Revival style, the best known being Hoyt Sherman Place, Des Moines. The Pavilion
was modeled on Bertram Goodhue's Spreckles Music Pavilion, built for the Panama
California Exhibition in San Diego in 1915. The Petersen Pavilion, although far
less decorative, repeats Goodhue's basic form and massing, flame finihls, and
concentration of Baroque detail at cornices and side openings. However, the pro-

treated far more simply. It is interesting to note that the Petersen family was
responsible for two local buildings clearly adapted from works by major American

Root's Rookery in Chicago. Both were erected shortly after their more famous proto-
types, and suggest a family interest in major architectural trends.
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is quite plain in contrast to Goodhue's, and the side pavilions are

This pavilion and the Petersen's Sons store, modeled on Burnham &
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DESCRIPTION
The W. D. Petersen Memorial Nusic Pavilion was built in 1924 by the Davenport Levee
Improvement Commission. The pavilion was a contribution of W. D. Petersen, a member
of the Commission for a number of years. The pavilion was dedicated to Petersen's
deceased daughter, Wilma H. Fetersen. Petersen was the Commission's principal mover
in ftg ey "ea“s.

The music pavilion was one of a number of improvements made to the riverfront by the
Commission between 1911 and 1931. The concept of the riverfront as a multi-use area
devoted to commercial and industrial uses as well as beautification, was the result
of Commission planning efforts. There are no similar music pavilions present in
Davenport today, though band shells were once located in Fejervary, VanderVeer and .
Schuetzen parks. Davenport's large, musically inclined German population is usually
credited as the reason for so many public music facilities
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Hamann, G.R., "History of the Park System," unpublished, c. 1947; addendum, c. 1970

Davenport Levee Improvement Commission Minutes, Vol. III, 1920-1925.

"W.D. Petersen Memorial Music Pavilion Completed, Will Dedicate Next Spring,
Davenport Democrat & Leader, December 31, 1924.

"Thousands Attend Services Held in LeClaire Park Sunday Night to Dedicate Beautiful

Music Pav1lion in Honor of Wilma Petersen " Davenport Democrat & Leader, 7/13/1925.
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