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Davenport Levee Improvement CommissionOWNER.

TITLE H..
(ir Dirn

City of Davenport MAP

DESCRIPTION
FORM Outdoor performance shell CONST 1924 

DATE___
materials Bedford stone & archltecturar terra, cotta------ ,^yle Spanish Renaissance^^e

FENESTRATION c«-vlized flame Finiais, ijreek theater lanterns atop scroJJ^ 
DIST. FEATURES T.TT-n4pKf-Trnn window PriTlP.S----------------------------

coin

^TC^’oTci^rTm 'TH Plat, open site on levee between river and business district.
5 --------------Res tored in 1979 by Davenport Levee Improvement Commission

'ml^Pe^e^sel Music Pavilion is one of lowa^s few examples of the Span^h Renaissance 

Revival style, the best known being Hoyt Sherman Place, Des Moines, ^e

responsible for two local buildings clearly adapted from works by major Americab 
architects: This pavilion and the Petersen's Sons store, modeled on Burnham &
Root's Rookery in Chicago. Both were erected shortly after their more famous proto­
types, and suggest a family interest in major architectural trends.
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DESCRIPTION ' - - ........
The W. D. Petersen Memorial Music Pavilion was built in 1924 by the Davenport Levee 
Improvement Commission. The pavilion was a contribution of W. D. Petersen, a member 
of the Commission for a number of years. The pavilion was dedicated to Petersen’s 
deceased daughter, Wilma H. Petersen. Petersen was the Commission's principal mover 
in ^.tr. cnrly years.
The music pavilion was one of a number of improvements made to the riverfront by the 
Commission between 1911 and 1931. The concept of the riverfront as a multi-use area 
devoted to commercial and industrial uses as well as beautification, was the result 
of Commission planning efforts. There are no similar music pavilions present in 
Davenport today, though band shells were once located in Fejervary, VanderVeer and , 
Schuetzen parks. Davenport's large, musically inclined German population is usually 
credited as the reason for so many public music facilities

SOURCES
Hamann, G.R., "History of the Park System," unpublished, c. 1947; addendum, c. 1970. 
Davenport Levee Improvement Commission Minutes, Vol. Ill, 1920-1925.
"W.D. Petersen Memorial Music Pavilion Completed, Will Dedicate Next Spring," 

Davenport Democrat & Leader, December 31, 1924.
"Thousands Attend Services Held in LeClaire Park Sunday Night to Dedicate Beautiful

Music Pavilion in Honor of Wilma Petersen," Davenport Democrat & Leader, 7/13/1925 
Harrison, Hugh, W. D. Petersen, "Father of the jjavenport Levee, juavenpoft, Iowa; 
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