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(Indicate sources of information for all statements)Significance
19. Architectural significance

B a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
□ c. Not eligible/intrusion c
The Carnegie-Ellsworth Public Library is one of the more elaborate libra 
buildings of its size and type. The front is dominated ly a large and la 
entrance pavilion featuring a distyle Ionic portico set in-antis between 
rusticated corner piers and a semi-circular thermail window above the 
cornice. The effect of richness is enhanced by the variety of materials, 
textures aiwl-colors. The interior,, a variant of Plan Type III, features 
an octagonal rotunda with a double-curved delivery desk and a stained-gl 
dome, A second level was added recently to the bookstack at center rear

20. Historical Significance Theme(s). SocialAiumanitarian
^a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
□ c. Not eligible/intrusion
This is one of 22 public libraries in Iowa constructed with Carnegie grants made I
in 1903, the year v/hich marks the highest point in Carnegie giving, both nationally *
and ^ the state. Andrew Carnegie's library program, which funded over 1600 buildings 
101 in Tov/a, between 1889 and 1919, has been accorded recognition by historians of th5 
progressive Era, and of the public library movement. The 22 libraries in lov/a funded ^ 
in 1903 (21 of which are still extant) make up nearly one fourth of Iowa's Carnegie 
libraries, and serve as effective illustrations of the widespread popularity and ^xijLU5T-rdtions or tfie wiaespreaa poj impact of the Carnegie program in Iowa's public library development.

M(3ir sources, |ive complete^acp of publicarion: aut^r, tit^, plac^of pub^cation^dafe, etc.):

Indianapolis: *B,F, Brown and Co,, 19)1. ppT263-26(f, *
--Nichols, I,A, Pioneer Da,ys and History of Iowa Falls, Fort Dodge: 

Messenger Printing Co,, n,d, pp,194-195 
—DHPFIR, S. Dennett, P, Eckhardt, 1979.
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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