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IOWA SITE INVENTORY
Division of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
26 E. Market St., Iowa City, Iowa 52240

MAY 2 9 1981
Site Number 95-004-001 

District Name____________
Map Reference 4* 95-004-001

IDENTIFICATION
Topo Map Forest City 1:24,000

I . Site Name Winnebago County Courthouse
2. Village/Town/CIty Forest City
3. Street J Street between 6th and Clark

.T ownship. Cm infy Winnebago

4. Legal Location
Urban: 
Rurol‘

6. UTM Location: 
6. Owner(s) Name

zone.

block 
ronga

J-5easting__44816Q

tubdivisien
township

porcol
section

subporcol 
V4 soction-1/4 section

Winnebago County Board of Supervisors
nnrthing 4790000 ; Arrengeless than 1 acri

T. OwnerCe) Address. Forest City Iowa 50436
(Street address)

8. Use: present
(City)

original.
(Stote) (Zip)

DESCRIPTION

9. Date of Construction 1896 Architact/BuilderKinney & Orth, Minneapolis, Arch.
10. Building Type: Dsingle family dwelling pmultiple family dwelling □commercial

□ industrial □educational □other institutional tSpublic □religious Gagricultural
11. Exterior Walls: □clapboard gistone 0brick □ board » batten □shingles □stucco

□ other
12. Structural System: Gwood frame with interlocking joints

Gwood frame with light members (bolloon frame) Gmasonry load-bearing walls 
Giron frame Gsteel frame with curtain walls Greinforced concrete 
□ other_________________ :_________________________________________

13. Condition: Gexcellent Hgood Gfair Gdeteriorated
14. Integrity: jaoriginal site Grooved-if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable 
features of building and site: Interior remodeled. Aluminum sash and main
entrance doors - tower roof lowered - glass brick added.

15. Related Outbuildings and Projoerty: Gbarn Gother farm structures 
□ carriage house □ garage Gprivy Gother.

16. is the building endangered r Sno Gyes-if so, why?.

IT. Surroundings of the building: Gopen land G woodland Gscattered outbuildings 
□ densely built-up ^commercial Gindustrial Gresidential Gother______________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame



SIGNIFICANCE (indicate sources of information for oil statements)

20. Architectural Significance
Kla. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
□ b. Contributing structure □ c. Not eligible/intrusion

One of two courthouses (the other Hancock County, 1890) designed by F.W. 
Kinney In the 1890's in the Victorian Romanesque style. Common feature of both 
(and perhaps the most interesting) is treatment of main entrance, which is recessed 
within arcade of three round arches.

Theme(8). T •hn r*eZbvHistorical Significance
Kla. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
□ b. Contributing structure Dc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county 
govemnent, and of the political power and prestige derived frcm the 
crmnunity's status as the county seat. As center of county government, 
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of econanic and p::pulation growth, 
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county 
courthouse represents a significant public investment in a stoicture 
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a nonument as­
sociated with the historical inportance of county organization and de­
velopment.

See Continuation Sheet

22. Sources (far primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): ^ .

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago; Andreas
Atlas Co., 1875.

Piratt, Leltoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City# lowa: 
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.

Prepared 
Address .

Stance, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent Co\3nty Courthouses. 
Des Mcines: Wallaoe-Hcinestead Book Co., 1976.

by_________________ ^Date -January 1 QftO

Organization. DHP
_ Telephone
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□ COUNTY RESOURCE FILE
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□ NATIONAL REGISTER
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□ REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE PROJECT:

□ DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
2. SUBJECT TRACES

□ OTHER
□ OTHER
□ OTHER

3. PHOTO IMAGES
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY

The records of the earliest county proceedings in Winnebago County 
were destroyed by fire in the fall of 1861. There exists only sparse 
information on Hnding a suitable spot for the county seat and nothing 
that can be found on the structures in which the first courts were 
held.

At the time that county government was run by the county judge, 
the issue was raised of building a courthouse in Forest City. Robert 
Clark was the county judge immediately preceding the Civil War days. 
A petition was presented to him bearing the signatures of all but one 
of the voters of the county, asking that a $20,000 courthouse be buUt. 
Bonds were issued and a contract was let. but no work on a 
courthouse was commenced for some time because the contractor was 
primarily engaged in the mercantile business.

Under pressure from the county citizenry, a foundation for the 
courthouse was laid at about the time that the system of government 
had changed to vesting the primary county authority in a board of 
supervisors. The first action of the board was to disapprove the 
courthouse contract for being too extravagant. An injunction was 
served on the contractor, restraining him from continuing his work.

The courts finally decided that the action of Judge Qark was binding 
on the county, and that the board of supervisors was still responsible 
for the bonds. In the meantime, the contractor built a smaller and 
cheaper courthouse. The board finally made a settlement for $3,500 as 
compensation for the construction.

Funds raised through local subscriptions were used to build the 
present Winnebago County courthouse. The construction began in 1894 
and was completed by 1896. The brick structure with its tall outstand­
ing clock tower cost approximately $25,000 to erect.

—fron Stanek, Edward, and Jacxjueline Stan^, 
Iowa's Magnificent ^unty Courthouses. Des 
ftoineS; Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1976.
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group

dnr-11

Name
State

County Courthouses in Iowa Thematic Resources

Nomination

O'Brien County Courthouse 

Osceola County Courthouse 

■O', Page County Courthouse 

■SV. Plymouth County Courthouse 

■i“A Pocahontas County Courthouse 

Sy, Polk County Courthouse 

•W'. Pottawattamie County Sub Courthouse 

■ Poweshiek County Courthouse 

Ringgold County Courthouse 

Sf- Sac County Courthouse 

^ Shelby County Courthouse 

C6r Sioux County Courthouse 

4/, Tama County Courthouse 

44 Taylor County Courthouse 

431 Van Buren County Courthouse 

Wapello County Courthouse 

Washington County Courthouse 

Webster County Courthouse 

j4?, Winnebagq_ County Courthouse : 

Woodbury County Courthouse 

Worth County Courthouse 

Worth County Courthouse (former) 

Wright County Courthouse

DecisionType of Review
Entered In the 

‘national Register
- Entered in the

National Register^----^^--------------

Entered in the
"National Eegiater 
_Enterad in the ^ 
NatioiuLl Eegister

Previously' listed 4.30.79
Entered in th>^ y

"National Eegister 
_ Entered in tho /
~ National

TL^sy

- J’nEsfantlga 7-.?><?>

" Natlor^al Eegister I J 4/

_ Previously listed 11.14.78

„ Previously listed 4.11.77
Entered in tho ^ ^

- National Eegister 7-^ ,f/
Entered in tho j

" National 7-J. Jy
_ Previously listed 11.9.77

Entered in tho.
- National Eogistor^4^

_ fetiFfl^aatlvgi M /Raaa/L^ 7^J. vt
Entered In the

-National Register y.jt
Entered in the .

“ National Baglntr-r
Previously listed 12.18.73 

Entered in tne ~
-National Eegister 7, Jij./

Entered in tho
-National Segintor 7. X-<f^y

,^FafantTv^ t^iUn/^Jxl/jXtu /J ^
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8|O00^'75'
State, CountyWorl^g Number S', ^9 r ? Fed Nom or Request—Agency

Federal Register Date
_f^"^dg(s) Within:
_Site __Multiple Resource Area
__Object i^^-Thematic Group
_Structure

District

Nomination
_Determination of Eligiblity

On Nomination Form

Maps / 
Photos

Entered In tha

RETURN
REJECT

Nomination prepared by: 
j/state Staff
_Local

Other

Check if Appropriate:
__State Request for Review
_Keeper's Decision to Review

2nd Return

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination
Good

Adequate
Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format Yes

2. Significance Statement
Short Format Yes No

3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date See Attached
National Park Service U.S. Department of the Interior








