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Site Number 

District Name
45-006-001

52240 Map Reference 45-006-001

IDENTIFICATION TOpo Map Mason City NK 1;250^000
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A.

Site Name Howard OoLmty Courthouse
Village/Town/CIty
Street Address-----
Legal Location

Cresco T ownship.
Elm St. between N. Park Place and S. Park Place

County Howard

Park Mdn Courthouse Square
Urbon: 
RurQI *

•ubdivition
township

block
rongo

571500
parol 

c»io«
• ubporeal
1/4 «*ctioii'1/4 taction

6. UTM Location: zoneeasting
G. Owner(s) Name Hncja-rH Pmirvt-y 'Roarri of gn-rc

Owner(s) Address—

^ction ^ 1/4 soction-1/4 soctionnnrthing^^6>2-4^; ArrengpleSS than 1 aCTt

7. r'TTPQrV^ Tnwa

8. Use: present
(Siraat addratt)

Cnt irttim

(City)

originai_
(Stoto)

Pnnr+-'hon<=!ct

(Zip)

DESCRIPTION

9.
10.

II.

Date of Construction 1 P7Q—1 RROArchitAct/BiiildarB.D- Firprinnham & J-T.-Harlnw^Arrh. 
Building Type: Dsingle family dwelling pmultiple family dwelling □ commercial
□ industrial Geducational Gother institutional C^public Greligious Gagricultural 

Exterior Walls; Gclopboard Gstone 0'brick □ board « batten Gshingles Gstucco
□ other____________________________________________________________________________________

12. Structural System: Gwood frame with interlocking joints
□ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) Gmosonry load-bearing walls
□ iron frame Gsteel frame with curtain walls Clreinforced concrete
□ other.

13. Condition: Gexcellent Ggood 0fair Odeteriorated
14. Integrity; ^original site □ moved-if so, when?______

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable 
features of building and site: Hiere are two additions to the original bviilding -

no date. One cotpletely surrounds one side, the other fills in a cximer - 
Interior extensively altered.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property; Gbarn Gother farm structures
□ carriage house Ggarage Gp^y Gother____________________________

16. is the building endangered r Clno Gyes-if so, why?__________________

i7. Surroundings of the building: Gopen land □ woodland Gscattered outbuildings 
□ densely built-up □ commercial □ industrial Gresidential Gother______________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame View



SIGNIFICANCE (indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. ^chitectural Significance
Gjo. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
□ b. Contributing structure □ c. Not eligible/intrusion

One of Iowa's few remaining courthouses in the Italianate tradition, 
although catpranised with unfortunate additions.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)-
^Q]a. Key .structure/individually may qualify for the National 

□ b. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

Pr>1 T ‘hi

Register

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county 
govemmsnt, and of the political power and prestige derived fran the 
ocranunity's status as the county seat. As center of county government, 
an Iowa town was reasonably assxired of eoonotnic and population growth, 
and a prctninent role in local social and poUtical life. The county 
courthouse represents a significant piiblic investment in a stnacture 
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as­
sociated with the historical inportance of county organization and de- 

velcptnent.
See Continuation Slteet

publication: 
Chicago: Andrecis

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of
author, title, place of publication, dote, etc.);

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa.
Atlas Co., 1875.

Pratt, LeRy G. The Counties and Coxirthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Icwa: 
Klipto Printing and Office Sxpply Co., 1977.

.Turvnval 1 no Tnwa'j! N

Prepared 
Address .

Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Icwa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hcnnestead Book Co., 1976.

by________________________ Date January, 1980
Telephone

Organization DHP

FOR DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE ONLY 
I. OFFICE INFORMATION SOURCES ON THIS PROPERTY

□ COUNTY RESOURCE FILE
□ WINDSHIELD SURVEY
□ NATIONAL REGISTER
□ GRANTS-IN-AID:

□ REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE PROJECT;

2.
□ DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
SUBJECT TRACES
a. ____ __________________________
b. ------------------------------------------------
c. ------------ ------------------------------------
d. _______ _____________________
e. ________ _____________________

□ OTHER
□ OTHER
□ OTHER.

3. PHOTO IMAGF.Q 323/20A-23A
327/24-25



^lOWA SITE INVENTORY
Division of Historic Preservation 
lovro State Historical Department 
26 E. Market St., Iowa City, Iowa

CONTINUATION SHEET
Item Number(s)

52240

Site Number

r

HOWARD COUNTY
In the middle of the nineteenth century, a stranger m Howard

17 1855 The organization of Howard County was quie y“we?e al Jted, and fte location of a ““'V VaZ°
the question ot the day. In 1856. the county )udge f3. 
SnrtaBS lust two miles southwest of Cresco. would he fte best oca 
urKt. later that year the --e |udga orde^ th^^^ 
county records and courts be moved to Howard Center, which was
five miles directly west of Cresco.

But the community of New Oregon had spru^ up

“XetU m r;af
colty°‘seaT'^t'*a plaVcSd Pto P’S a’bluff half way bamaen

rcoop^S rhaSgr^Nbrot r^etruary.
1665. the structure had become unfit to house 

Veraon Springs and New Oregon again offered and counter.offered to

courthouse burned down. The Iowa legislature
law authorizing towns to annex adjacent territory wthm ^ two^ 
Ldius. Cresco took advantage of this, annexed Pikes 
Ae courthouse in 1879. in the center of town, to become the 

nfirmnnant hnmfi of rmintv government.

—from Stanek, Edward, and Jacxjueline Stan^, 
Iowa's Magnificent Coiinty Coijrthouses. Des 
Moines; Wallace-Homestead Book Go., 1976.

96



Name County Courthouses in
State TK

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group

Iowa Thematic Resources

dnr-11

Nomination

Hardin County Courthouse 

eW.Harrison County Courthouse 

Henry County Courthouse 

jf-Howard County Courthouse 

Ida County Courthouse 

Iowa County Courthouse 

j/, Jackson County Courthouse 

Jasper County Courthouse 

g$. Jefferson County Courthouse 

3^, Johnson County Courthouse 

Keokuk County Courthouse 

Lee County Courthouse 

j 7. Louisa County Courthouse 

Lucas County Courthouse 

Lyon County Courthouse

fit, Madison County Courthouse 

fV. Mahaska County Courthouse 

yCl Marion County Courthouse 

Marshall County Courthouse 

^ Mitchell County Courthouse 

yi". Monona County Courthouse 

^ Monroe County Courthouse 

Yx Montgomery County Courthouse 

yjf; Muscatine County Courthouse

Type of Review Decision

■ Ba- ^2:^, --
- .NatloEal 7. ^

Entered in xha , ^
- National Heglster

- Previously listed 3.15.74

^utsfantlvQ Hevlew 4. ,3.\
Entered in the ^

- Hatlonal Beglater 7. ^
Entered In the ^

' - National Register 7.A
Entered in the

- National BegiatftT-7-^i'/

- Previously listed 3.27.75
Entered in the T~7

- National Register Jy

Previously listed 9.30.76

Hevlew i{.d,mjJLAAu
Entered In the .

" National Register ^ 7. J -i

- Previously listed 10.1.79

Previously listed 8.13.76
Entered in the 
National Beglstec 

Entered in the
y.SL.I'/

National Register
Previously listed 11.21.72 

Previously listed 8.29.77
i:,iiT,cred in tne

- Natl9nal Register

^Eafantlia Hevlew 7-2, •Si
Entered in the ^
national Register

Entered in the ^
~ National Pogio+Q-n



Name
State/County

T)i^<= (e/xl^/yf

Working Number 

t>^omination
__Determination of Eligiblity

__On Nomination Form

Maps J_
Photos

Nomination prepared by:
_/ State Staff
__Local

Other

Fed Norn or Request—Agency ___
Feder^ Register Date c?, /.

_Bldg(s)
_Site
__Object
__Structure

District

Within:
__Multiple Resource Area

zJRiematic Group

Entered In ttie
Actipnr'ilatlonal Eegleter Check if Appropriate:
Z„x-^CEPT __State Request for Review
__RETURN_____  __Keeper's Decision to Review

REJECT 2nd Return

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes

3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

Good 
Adequate 

Poor Comments

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

See Attached_

U.S. Department of the Interior












