IOWA SITE INVENTORY MAY 2 9 1981

Division of Historic Preservation Site Number 45-006-001
lowa State Historical Department District Name
26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 Map Reference # 45-006-001
Topo Map Mason City NK 1:250,000
IDENTIFICATION e 154 :
|. Site Name Howard County Courthouse
2. Village/Town/City _Sresco Township County__Howard
3. Street Address Elm St. between N. Park Place and S. Park Place
4. Legal Location or _ Park Addn Courthouse Scuare
Urban: subdivision block parcel subporcel
Rural: township range sgction 1/4 section-1/4 section
5. UTM Location: zone_15 eosfingﬂﬂ_northingw; Acreageless than 1 acre
6. Owner(s) Name Haward County Board of Supervisors
7. Owner(s) Address Cresco Towa 52136
(Street address) (City) (State) (Zip)
8. Use: present _Courthonse original Courthouse

DESCRIPTION

9.
10.

12.

13.
14,

I1S.

7.

18.

Date of Construction_1879-1880Architect/Builder B.D. Everingham & J.T.Harlow,Arch.
Building Type: [Osingle family dwelling [Omultiple family dwelling [J commercial
Oindustrial [Jeducational [other institutional [Apublic [Jreligious [Jagricultural

Exterior Walls: [Jclapboard [Ostone [Abrick [ board & batten [Jshingles [stucco

Oother
Structural System: [Jwood frame with interlocking joints

Owood frame with light members (balloon frame) [Jmasonry load-bearing walls
Oiron frame [steel frame with curtain walls [Oreinforced concrete

O other
Condition: [Jexcellent [Jgood ﬁfoir Odeteriorated
Integrity: Qforiginol site [Jmoved-if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable
features of building and site: There are two additions to the original building -
no date. One completely surrounds one side, the other fills in a corner -
Interior extensively altered.

Related Outbuildings and Property: [Obarn Oother farm structures
Ocarriage house [Jgarage Opriyy Oother
Is the building endangered:’ no DOyes-ifso, why?

Surroundings of the building: Oopen land [Jwoodland (Jscattered outbuildings
Odensely built-up O commercial [Jindustrial [Oresidential Oother

19. Photo
Roll

Map
Frame View
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SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. chitectural Significance
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

One of Iowa's few remaining courthouses in the Italianate tradition,
although compromised with unfortunate additions.

21._ Historical Significance Theme(s)—Politics/Government
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure [Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county
government, and of the political power and prestige derived fram the
camunity's status as the county seat. As center of county government,
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of econamic and population growth,
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county
courthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure
built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as-
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de-

velopment.

See Continuation Sheet

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:

author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): .
Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas

Atlas Co., 1875.
Pratt, LeRoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Iowa:
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.
Stanek, Edward and Jacgueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.
Prepared by __ Date January, 1980
Address Telephone
Organization DHP

IFOR DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE ONLY

I. OFFICE INFORMATION SOURCES ON THIS PROPERTY :
O COUNTY RESOURCE FILE 0O REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE PROJECT:
[J WINDSHIELD SURVEY :
0 NATIONAL REGISTER O OTHER
O GRANTS-IN-AID: 0O OTHER
0O DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 0O OTHER

SUBJECT TRACES 3. PHOTO IMAGES _323/20A-23A
327/24-25
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CONTINUATION SHEET

Item Number(s)

HOWARD COUNTY

In the middle of the nineteenth century, a stranger in Howard
County asking for directions to the county seat, may have been
answered by fingers pointing in every direction. Although it was not
the majority opinion of citizens of Chickasaw County, five or six people
petitioned the county judge for the organization of Howard County.
Because the judge did not know the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, he ordered an election to consider this request on July
17, 1855. The organization of Howard County was quietly accepted,
officers were elected, and the location of a county courthouse became
the question of the day. In 1856, the county judge decided that Vernon
Springs, just two miles southwest of Cresco, would be the best loca-
tion. However, later that year the same judge ordered that all the
county records and courts be moved to Howard Center, which was
five miles directly west of Cresco.

But the community of New Oregon had sprung up two miles down
the Turkey River from Vernon Springs and decided unilaterally that it
would be the best site for the courthouse. A committee was appointed
to consider all prospective sites. The committee traveled to New Ore-
gon to inform the residents of that town that they had won the
decision, but a determined Vernon Springs delegation met the
committee before the announcement was made. Being strong-minded
and determined, the committee irrevocably decided to locate the
county seat at a place called Pikes Peak, a bluff half way between
Vernon Springs and New Oregon. Both cities accepted this decision
and cooperated in building a courthouse at Pikes Peak, in February,
1859.

By 1865, the structure had become unfit to house county offices and
Vernon Springs and New Oregon again offered and counter-offered to
build courthouses within their limits. Meanwhile, the railroad town of
Cresco had grown rapidly and made a bid to build a courthouse which
the board of supervisors accepted. For Cresco to be legally declared
the county seat, an election had to be held. Although 1,000 people
signed a petition favoring Cresco, the measure lost in the election of
1876 by a vote of 969 to 800. Back in Cresco, the newly constructed
courthouse burned down. The Iowa legislature, meanwhile, passed a
law authorizing towns to annex adjacent territory within a two-mile
radius. Cresco took advantage of this, annexed Pikes Peak, and rebuilt
the courthouse in 1879, in the center of town, to become the
nermanent hame of countv eovernment.

——iran'Stanek{ h."dward, and Jacqueline Stanek
owa's Magnificent County Courthouses. De;
Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematie Group

Name County Courthouses in Iowa Thematic Resources
State TA

Nomination Type of Review Decision

Entered In tHg 24 L S . A
2s. Hardin County Courthouse National Regﬁ ater g?«a) 7.-R-&
o .Harrison County Courthouse = L M é{,‘_._/ 2A-F/
- . 'vxt

21 Henry County Courthouse

2¢- Howard County Courthouse : - Ne ~§1,_,na1 1Regzlstar W,‘«/ %,,“_, 7.7

&% Ida County Courthouse - Previously llsted 3.15.74

% Iowa County Courthouse . Bubstantive Heview 4’( "ééé'é' Q‘iﬂ. 4 42%%4%77 b X

fntered in the

34, Jackson County Courthouse - National Register M -ﬁa‘/ 7. 57

Entered in the

32 Jasper County Courthouse - National Register xZelme/ ﬁ,«../ 7.3 .5/

Entered in the

33. Jefferson County Courthouse - National Register felrtee % Z-2 ¥/

”’Johnson County Courthouse i Previously listed 3.27.75

Entered 1 he ‘
3s7 Keokuk County Courthouse - Z;atigsal gez:‘;;', ,4&&»4-—-/ % 7-2 &
3. Lee County Courthouse = Previously listed 9.30.76
32 Louisa County Courthouse Substantive Heview [{)/j,lba./méf @Aﬂww, 7.2. 81

n 3 the
Courth Entered in
3¢. Lucas County Courthouse -~ YNational Register '/é / , gé 7.2 4

3¢, Lyon County Courthouse = Previously listed 10.1.79

#0 , Madison County Courthouse Previously listed 8.13.76

Entered in the -
P Meheeky Gownty Cougtheuse - National negista:@ﬁl%a-h

. Entered in the
#2 Marion County Courthouse - National Registe 2.:2.5)

#3 Marshall County Courthouse Previously listed 11.21.72

#4 Mitchell County Courthouse = Previously listed 8.29.77
wlitered in tne

#s~ Monona County Courthouse - Natignal Reglster M—u‘/%‘/ bR 74
. Monroe County Courthouse Substantive _A.JT;I;';' ﬁﬁ E :QEQEEL 4. dzz gé NIRRT

Entered in th
Mont County Courth = S ,&M
o1, Montgomery County Courthouse Tational Register T, 5

. E red i he
#¢ Muscatine County Courthouse _ Intered in the J/Z! / % 7
) National Register teg/ 7R E




DuE e/l —y T35y
Namewaﬁ é‘..,d,___‘/ J1000244
State,County _ zZ4# =~ 7 K. ¢ ~ Fed Nom or Request—Agency

Working Number __ 47 29. &7 772 Federal Register Date 2,2 %9
_Aomin&tion 'gldg(s) Within:
__Determination of Eligiblity __Site __ Multiple Resource Area
__On Nomination Form __ Object _+Thematic Group
Structure
Maps / __ Distriet
Photos _
Entered in the
Nomination prepared by: Actionr National Reglster Check if Appropriate:
/ State Staff ZA%H(;EPT 7. A &1 __ State Request for Review
__Local __RETURN __Keeper's Decision to Review
___Other __REJECT __2nd Return

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

T. Evaluation of Nomination

Good

Adequate

Poor Comments

1. Desecriptive Statement
Short Format __ Yes __ No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format __ Yes __ No

3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date See Attached

National Park Service U.S. Department of the Interior
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HOWARD COUNTY COURTHOUSE
CRESCO, HOWARD CO., TOWA

PHOTO BY: HANS MUESSIG &

SARAH DENNETT 1978
NORTH ELEVATION &

SOUTH & EAST ELEVATION

1 Hew [,
JL -2 1981 =272s
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Prepared by the Defense Mapping Agency Topographic Center (TPCSX),
Washington, D.C. Compiled in 1953 from aerial photographs taken 1949-1950
and from U.S. quadrangles 1947-1950. Field checked 1954. Revised in 1976
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100,000-foot grid based on lowa coordinate system north zone, and Minnesota
coordinate system south zone

Location of geodetic control established by government agencies is shown
on corresponding Geodetic Control Diagram

Figures in red denote approximate distances in miles between stars
RO,

® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. RESTON. VIRGINIA—1978

GRID ZONE DESIGNATION: TO GIVE A STANDARD REFERENCE ON.

LOCATION DIAGRAM

THIS SHEET TO NEAREST 1000 METERS

100.000 M. SQUARE IDENTIFICATION || SAMPLE POINT: GORDONSVILLE

POPULATED PLACES

Primary, all-weather, hard surface

Over SO0,000—LOS A

Secondary, all-weather, hard surface

Light-duty, all-weather, hard or improved surface

N9 EE| NL 16-7

NGELES
OMAHA

100,000 to 500,000

0 5 10

0 5 10 15 20
== P P

0 5 10

Fai d ther, uni f =
25,000 to 100,000 GALVESTON air or dry weather, unimproved surface.

5,000 to 25,000

Route markers: Interstate, U.S., State
Landmark: School; Church; Other_ £ §

Spot elevation in feet
@ Marsh or swamp.
Intermittent or dry stream _ ——_...— "

I Power line

Single track Double or Multiple
S T T Landplane airport

Narrow gauge __ ——

" Seaplane airport__

Seaplane anchorage

Park or reservation Woods-brushwood

CONTOUR INTERVAL 50 FEET

WITH SUPPLEMENTARY CONTOURS AT 25 FOOT INTERVALS

TRANSVERSE MERCATOR PROJECTION
-

BLACK NUMBERED LINES INDICATE THE 10,000-METER UNIVERSAL TRANSVERSE MERCATOR GRID, ZONE 15

1975 MAGNETIC DECLINATION FROM TRUE NORTH VARIES FROM 5%° (100 MILS) EASTERLY FOR
THE CENTER OF THE WEST EDGE TO 4° (70 MILS) EASTERLY FOR THE CENTER OF THE EAST EDGE

| IGNORE_the SMALLER figures of any || on the line itself: 1

NK 15-5 Duaul"qus
£

ROC] D,
NK 15-64 ILLINOIS

1. Read letters identifying 100,000 . meter
square in which the point lies: VU
2. Locate first VERTICAL grid line to LEFT of
point and read LARGE figure labeling the
line either in the top or bottom margin, or
on the line itself: 7
Estimate tenths from grid line to point: 9
3. Locate first HORIZONTAL grid line BELOW
point and read LARGE figure labeling the
- line either in the left or right margin, or

210 INEBRASKARowmAHA

JUL -2 98I

TOWNSHIP OR RANGE LINE
LAND GRANT BOUNDARY

grid number; these are for finding Estimate tenths from grid line to point: 7
the full coordinates. Use ONLY the
LARGER figure of the grid number; || SAMPLE REFERENCE: vu7917
4770000 If reporting beyond 18° in any direction,
= prefix Grid Zone Designation, as: 15TVU7917
MASON CITY, IOWA; MINNESOTA
1954

REVISED 1976



