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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION . CHECK ONE

‘CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present building is an exterior wall bearing structure with steel columns and beams,
fire proofed with concrete. Al1 interior floors are wood walls plaster ceiling-plaster,
except the public lobby has terrazzo floor, marble base, oak wainscot with a special
door and carved pedament over treatment for the door to the Postmaster's office. The
exterior is modern beau art with Buff Indiana Limestone. The original building con-
structed in 1904 measured 50' x 90'. The building was expanded in 1931 to measure

109' x 90' by extending the north wall.



K3 SIGNIFICANCE
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—INVENTION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old post office represents an example which is not common today of putting on an
addition to an existing structure and to do so in such a manner that the addition
actually was undistinguishable from the original. The sensitivity of one architect's
ork to another architect's design is nonexistent today. The conservation of
/" materials including the reuse of stone, door and windows is evidenced by the two

1931 photos.
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I0WA STATE Hl5iuriCAL DEPARTMENT Date _ June 16, 1977
Division of Historic Preservation
B-13 MacLean Hall

Iowa City, Iowa 52242

Telephone: (319) 353-6949

National Register Nomination Questionnaire

Please answer all relevant questions. Leave blank those questions that
do not apply to the property which you are nominating to the National
Register of Historic Places. MWrite clearly or type.

A. General Information:

1. Name of the property being nominated. (Name by which the property
is commonly known today.) The Old Post Office (former Main Post Office)

2. Address or location. (If rural, give township, range and section

number. )
Number, street 28 South Linn Street
City, county Iowa City, Johnson County, Iowa

3. Is the property (check one)
X _publicly owned? . privately owned?
4, If the broperty is privately owned now, is public acquisition in
process or being considered? (check one)
yes _ no

5. Is the property (check one)
occupied? ‘ X _ unoccupied?

6. Is the property accessible to the public? (check one)

always : sometimes X  no (only by appointment

: with Postma ster)
7. What was the original use of the property?

Main Post Office with some office areas on Second Floor - used

by Federal Personnel .

8. What is the present use of the property?
Empty - except City Police are using basement for storage of

recovered bikes

9. What is the future use of the property?
Undetermined at time of writing this report - there are several
interested parties.

A-1  7/75



Towa National Register Questionnaire - Section A (General Information Continued)

10. Who presently owns the property?
Name G.S.A, - United States Postal Service
Address Area Real Estate and Buildings Office
5700 Broadmoor - Room 920 - Mission, Kansas 66202

11. Where can the legal description of the property be found? (Usually
on file at the county courthouse. Do not list chain of title, book
or page references here.)

County Court House - Iowa City. There is a set of working
drawings in storage in vault of new Federal Building and Post Office -

with a description of the lots acquired by the Federal Government
and surveyed by J. C. Walkins- G.E.: Date of Survey - December

30, 1931 - 1929,

Also, an insurance map of Iowa City prepared by Sanborn Map Co.,
P. 11 of the 1906 - Book No. 15 - a copy is enclosed.

A-2 7/75



“ Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section B (Description)

B. Description of property being nominated.
This section relates to the particular area of land and structure(s)
being nominated to the National Register. In order to evaluate the
property's potential for preservation, the description of the
property's original appearance and setting as it compares with the

present appearance and setting is a very important part of this
nomination.

—

1. General description of property and its setting.

(a) How many structures are to be included in this nomination?
One

1F more than one, 1ist the structures in their order of
importance:

(b) How large an area of land is being nominated? Answer in footage
or acreage. Area should have some historical or visual justifica-
tion for being included in the nomination.

The lot size is N & S - 150'-6"
E&W-210"-4"

(c) Describe the general type of area in which the property being
nominated ‘is set (rural, urban) briefly mentioning landscaping,
street pattern, hills, flatness, types of land use to be found
in the area. ’ :

The old post office is located at the edge of the original business

district. The business distritt has expanded to surround the Post
- Office. Urban renewal touches the Post Office on the South and

West - the land is flat. The First floor is up approximately 5'

above sidewalk on the West.

2. Description of the major structure being nominated.
This section deals only with the most prominent structure being
nominated. In most cases, questions refer to the present appearance
of the structure.

.
. \ < ®
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Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section B (Description Continued)

2. (a) What is the general condition of the property? (check one)
X__ Exgcellent ~ " Good Fair

Deteriorated The roof leaks at parapets.

(b) What is the exterior appearance of the structure?

"i. Size (general dimensions) VIRHD Bl ?ﬁ@v"-lé’c?- Bgn

Plus Mailing Vestibule and Dock 50 x 20
ii. Shape or plan (draw a sketch of the structure as seen from
above including the main block of the structure, wings,
porch projections, etc., and arranging nearby structures
also to be included in the nomination()’:

P}an f“irst Floor Included

Does this plan differ from the original or historic plan
of the structure? If so,-in what way?

~_Original building was the south one half of present

building measuring N&S approximately 50'-0" and East and
West 90'-6". This was dedicated January 1, 1905 and in 1931
the present building was completed. The 1904 structure was

gutted - leaving all of the south wall and most of East and West.
Most of the North wall was moved to form most of the present wall

iii. What is the structure made of?
Roof (check one): ' ,
- wood shingle '
composition shingle
tin or other metal
tile
slate
Other Built Up Roof
7/75

———
—
—
————
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2.

(b)

iii.

Walls (check one):

- Towa National Register Questionnaire - Section B (Description Continued)

clapboard of weatherboarding
(horizontal boards)

board and batten (vertical boards
with narrow vertical battens
over joints)

log (if log give type, shape and
sketch of method of notching
or linking logs at corners;
also describe chinking)

X stone (if stone give color, type

pattern in which it is laid and
origin)

Buff Indiana Limestone - there is a noticable
difference between kt floor and 2nd floor -
stone is all cut to dimension and honed smooth.

brick (if brick give color, size,
pattern in which it is laid and
origin)

Other

" If the exterior appearance of the walls

of the structure differ from what they
were originally, describe differences here.

Depends which is original 1904-1931. The 1931 alterations reused all stone
that was péssible from the 1904. New stone for the First floor up to the cornice
that was fequired matched perfectly the stone of the 1904, The additional floor

above the cornice is slightly different in texh‘lre_. See two enclosed photographs.

dating April 1, 1931.

B-3
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Towa National Register Questionnaire - Section B (Description Continued) - R

2. (b) 4§ii. Foundation (check one):
brick

stone

X other

Chimneys (give number, material and placement): '
Originally located NE corner of building - exterior of building is

cut stone - this continues with the chimney - see photographs.,

Ornamentation and features of special interest. (Describe
here all interesting features that appear on the exterior
of the structure: cupola or widow's walk, porches, bay
windows, decorative clapboarding, tin cornice, window sills
‘and lintels, etc.) Give material of each and describe.

The exterior in my opinion is modern beau art, This for the 1904,
J The 1931 structure was enlarged using the original 1904 drawings
for extending the elevations and for details for same. For new

area and remodeled areas such as windows and doors

(c) What does the interior of the structure look like?

i. Describe the interior room arrangement and approximate
sizes of rooms. Does this room arrangement differ from
the original? If so, how? Draw sketch if helpful,

See enclosed floor plans for First Floor., Basement
and Second Floor

ii. Describe previous and present appearance of interior
features such as floor materials, wall materials (plaster,
L wainscoting), presence of original furnishings.
The floor plan for the 1904 building is not known.If this is of importance, the drawings
pould be stored T e PosT Ol Y Clioin ad DOamE, 17 piooiad whit soRcrete
_Wood joist and floor and roof const. Basement is concrete. All interior floors are wood
walls plasterceiling-pla stemmmarble base,
oak wainscot_w;gmpega;ebommmmwmthe door to the
Post Masters office - North end of public lobby. See Photo. All oak appears to have
. been specially selected - one other detail of interest is the stairway and its wrought

"

iron detail to 2nd Floor. B-4" 7/75 See Enclosed Photograph ¢




* Towa National Register Questionnaire - Section B (Description Continued)

3. Building history of the structure being nominated.

(a) When was the structure the 1904 design date is unknown

Designed The 1931 building has Supt. of Arch, Div. G. W, Stong 7-19-30
1904 and 1931

Constructed ?
Restored or renovated (if ever) o ?
Moved to another site (if ever) - ?

(b) Who was the owner, builder of the structure? Give name and
any other information about him which may have had an effect
on the appearance of the structure.

U.S. Post Office Department - Owner
Builder of 1904 - not researched

Builder of 1931 - Henry B. Ryan Company, 500 No. Dearborn St.

(c) If the structure was designed or constructed by a known
"~ architect, designer, contractor or masterbuilder, give their
names and any known biographical data about them.

Designed in house - Washington, D. C. Post Office Dept.
J. A. Wehmode - Act. Supervising Architect - Treas. Dept.
G. W, Stone - Supt. of Architectural Div., 7-19-30

Are there available drawings (plans) of the original appearance
of the structure? If, so where may they be obtained?

There are construction photos and set of working drawings (1931)
in vault at New Federal Building - Post Office Vault at Iowa City.

A few pictures of 1904 - also photos of 1904 building - State Historical
Society.. collection of photos and documents - Iowa City - copy enclose<

(d) If the structure has undergone renovation or restoration by a
known architect or designer, give names and addresses.

B-5 7/75



Iowa National Register Questionnaiire - Section B (Description Continurd)

3.

| (e)

()

(9)

If the structure has been moved from its original location,
describe how the new setting differs from or is similar to
the original setting and state the reasons for the relocation.

Are there plans for future restoration of the property planned
or in progress? If so, explain.

No - whoever acquires the structure will no doubt need to

rehabilitate the interior - the structure needs to be sprinkleréd

~Explain:

another stairway and made accessible

\

-

Are there any threats to the property you are nominating?

yes X no Not unless purchaser can not be found.
If yes, check the appropriate box and explain below.

Deterioration

Destruction

Vandalism -

Changes -in setting
Changes "to the structure
Other '

B-6 7/75
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Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section C (Significance)

C. Significance and history of the property being nominated

1. If the building or site is important because of its association
with an individual, answer the following:

a. Identify the person(s) and write a short description of the
individual's life and accomplishments.

The Post Office stands on site of lowa City's Mayor Moses

____Bloom (who moved to Des Moines and became a business man).
All Post masters were important as far as Towa City was
concerned. A list of Post Masters are on file in Post Master
Coen's office in the New Federal Building - Post office.

b. During what span of years was the person(s) associated with the
structure? -

¢. MWhat relationship did the building or site have to the above
individual(s) and what important events happened while he/she
was associated with it? '

—~

d. Are there any other existing structures associated with the
person(s)? If so, please identify them.

C-1 7/75



Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section C (Significance Continued)
2. If the building or site is important because of a specific event
or series of events that took place there, answer the following:

a. Provide a short description of the event or events and the date
or dates of the occurrence.

NONE KNOWN

b. Identify what portions of the event took place in this building '
or site being nominated. . '

c. Explain the significance of this event. Did it change the course
of development for example in the community, state or country?

d. Explain how it is known that this was the building or site on
which the event took place.

c-2 7/75



‘Towa National Register Questionnaire - Section C (Significance Continued)

3. If the building or site is historically important because it is an
example or reminder of an important theme of Tong-term development
of the community region or state or nation, answer the following
questions. Here we ask that you fit the specific story of the
importance of this property into the particular overall historical
pattern of which it 1s a part. Historical theme is defined as
significant human activity that shaped or reflected the changing
character of the area's particular course of development.

a. Check each area of the property:s major historical significance

that can be supported in statements to the questions that follow.

Agriculture S Law/Crime

X ___ Architecture o Literature
Art | - Military
Commerce Music
Communications , Philosophy
Community Planning ) Politics/Government

X -Conservation Recreation

Economics Religion
Education Science

X Engineering Sculpture
Exploration Settlement
Immigration Social & Humanitarian
Industry Theater Movements
Invention ’ Transportation
Landscape Architecture " Other (specify)

Architecturally the exterior is very good. Its loss would form

a missing link in development of different styles of

architecture.

C-3 /75



Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section C (Significance Continued)

3. c¢. During what period of years did this property play an important
role in the scheme of community, county, region, state or
national development identified above?

1904 - 1974

d. Discuss briefly any other historical facets of the property
unrelated to the main themes identified above that deserve
attention.

The old post office represents to the writer of this report an example which is not
common today or for many years in the past ... that of putting on an addition to an
existing structure and to do so in such a manner that the addition actually was
undistinguishable from the original. It was a surprise to the writer that the
building as it exists today was part old and part new. From the two 1931 pho/tos
one can see that every reusable stone was used. The writer feels the Architect
did a beautiful job in designing the additional floor. The structurél system for the

additional building to the North and the additional floor is unique in that there is

almost no evidence of different settlement. The writer has not seen the specifications
for the 1931 structure. The Contractor probably had an option to to tear down or

to reuse usable stone and other details. This provided another surprise, which
would not happen today, that someone would take time and effort to remove the face
stone by hand and reset in the addition. This is an early example of conservation,

~—~- see attached sheet for continuation of this item —--

e. Are there any similar such properties in the,cit_y,-town, county
or state? If so, give an idea of how many exist, if known.

-None in specific detail as this - other beau arts or

_Renisance styles are earliér and hgle_m_t_th_e_cg_mempm_

(1904) feeling that this structure has.

C-4 7/75



Item (d) Continued.....
To recap the good points in this building - they are as follows:

The design of the building for 1904 was good. It is design in the opinion
of the writer ahead of its time.... more like one would expect in 1931,
The Classical was modernized in a pleasing manner.

The sensitivity of one Architect's work to another Architect's design is
non-existent today. The 1931 Addition to the 1904 was beautifully done
as evidenced by included photographs. -

Conservation of materials - the reuse of stone, door and window is _
evidenced by the two 1931 photos. This shows up in the North elevation
which was almost entirely reused and here and there other stone was reused
evidenced by them being stained darker than the new. The building was
gutter-leaving only the south wall and about 2/3 of the East and West
walls. The South door was moved and relocated on the North end of the new
front which was the West elevation.

Interior-wise, the Lobby is the only area which, in the opinon of the writer,
is quality for the National Register. The wood wainscot, trim and doors
have been carefully selected - quarter sawed oak and it appears the special
care in book matching the bays or flashes which appear in quarter sawn oak.
The finest detail is the door trim and overdoor treatment of the door to the
Post Masters Office. '



Page D-1 A,

For some reason little information was found which pertained
to the 1904 building and its 1931 addition,

Irving Weber wrote a history of Iowa City but little about the
building. His history was more about the prior post office
and the post masters,

The 1931 addition cost $123,000.00. Postmaster Wm. Coen
has stored in his vault the working drawings (blueprints) of
the 1931 addition. Also what appears to be a complete set
of construction photos (two different per month) of the 1931.
Photos have been included with these forms.,

In addition there are a few photos of the 1904 building - these
appear to be when finished,

There was an article in the Iowa City Press Citizen dated October
28, 1929... titled Iowa City's First Postmaster Appointed

During Van Buren Administration - 90 Years ago which gave the

cost of $65,000.00 for the 1904 building... and that it was
dedicated January 1, 1905. From the photos in Postmaster Coen's
possession it would appear that the 1931 building wa dedicated

late 1931 or early 1932. This could be reasearched by going through
day by day issues of the I.C.P.C. newspaper. The writer felt

that this was not of enough value to spend time and money.

The State Historical Society was the source that provided the
October 28, 1929 article. It also had a few photos and post cards
showing the 1904 building. The building has not been included in
any surveys nor was it included in a book of public buildings
published in 1939,

Public Buildings: The Architecture under Public Works Administration
1933-1939. C. W, Short - Public Work Administration

R. Stanley-Brown - Public Building Administration

U.S. Government Printing Office -~ 1939



' Iowa National Register Questionnaire - Section D (Miscellaneous)

D. Miscellaneous Information

1.

Sources for information which you have given in previous sections of
of this questionnaire. List sources which specifically referred to
the property being nominated or to the person or event associated
with it: county history, newspaper, articles, letters, etc. Use a
standard bibliographical style giving name of the source, name of
the author (if known), date and location of publication and the

name of the publisher. List page numbers where possible. Give names
of persons interviewed and dates of interviews.

Irving B. Weber wrote a history of Iowa City's Post Offices - this was for
the dedicztion August 16, 1974 of the New Federal Building.

Postmaster Wm. J, Coen found photos and drawings of the 1931 post

office. Also provided copies of Weber's History and Plans at a reduced
size of the three floors. | -

- The State Historical Society file's produced the picture and post cards

of the 1904 building and their clipping file the story of the history of
Iowa City's first postmaster - date October 28, 1929.

See attached page for continuation ......

Form prepared by (your name, address and organization)

. Name and title Wm. J. Wagner, F.A,I.A,
_Address 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa

Telephone Number 1-515-283-2315
Name and Address of sponsoring organization None

D-1 7/75
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for

clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to HERCERT  &KC

on the National Register staff, telephone /25922> 573~ pF/ Z \\\\
Thank you for your attention to the above items.
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2500058

| T:ropertyﬁ//a Frlt e (. W Nt FPacke &W)

StateQm WOﬁ%g Number/oz. /5. 99. 2/04
Photos E-W el el
Maps éZ (2. R2.22
| HISTORIAN
ToiZe7E gl — 47 722 22 ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
SOSTPERTIN  GE L EIENE [ PEE)ETION 0 BReE, o _

THS 1 T 4 o T R 7o E FIK. TR
STHIEHEN T F ;/;,{/////&///&5 :

R = o Catame

NN T Ao 7eoi SEAT ;/_/',/,‘7& e

Wap sutmid | ofe - Spard o 7
2004 LoD _
: 4-46-29
- ’ S PR OT E'I‘g
: S atiom_
ﬁ‘/n Wtevaaot futoiod oo ol (93¢ (oA Mfgpi 35i1§,3&
o 5 OU/(/: Frond« ‘/"‘Zﬁ?- - ey Inventory
Review s

1904 e &%y posk ofeea Wit 1331 2nd) Sl uin REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
s eyl - w
$ 8K Wwlmition dlmats on auelidighud 2 \17(78
\beOWL BRANCH CHIEF
V47 vad USeS ) UTH

KEEPER

National Register Write-up . Send-back [, L1729 Entered APR | 7 I
Federal Register Entry é" H- 7% Re-submit . /2. 7 7

INT:2106=74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



M.&(—J‘

wave oF property (L 2L (e 2 P, ,4 Lve s ,4/1( "

The attached National Register Inventory- Nom1nat1on form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage: (7262£6a4a, {42,6522171447 A ‘ji;o4féi :Z/éfcg-\S‘ )fyiéag
sl W%M/M/ﬁédw

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

on the National Register staff, telephone

Thank you for your attention to the above items. \ 4% (;é%;?
200 lolspmaf, 6o
Chief, Branc Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN TERTIOR
; NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM g
DATE ENTERED ! 1

FORNPS USEONLY

recievep PR 19078

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

, E* NAME
HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA
{

AND/OR COMMON

’ WA il T iy ger By o A
(Novpjer  Maly Post— OF e e
| LOCATION '

CITY. TOWN —_VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY

IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON

¢j| PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT Wm. J. Wagner DATE OF PHOTO June 1977

NEGATIVE FILEDAT 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa

+i | IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

over-door treatment of door to Postmaster's Office
North end of lobby

GPO 892-454
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |RECIEVEDLR | 1o

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

 IDATE ENTERED

| e |
PR |

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME ;

HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY

AND/OR COMMON

North end of Lobby showing door to Postma ster's
Office with a portion of North vestibule booth

LOCATION
CITY, TOWN —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
PHOTO REFERENCE |
PHOTO CREDIT \Wm, J. Wagner DATE OF PHOTO June 1977
NEGATING PO AT Y High Street - Des Moines, Iowa
" [£]] IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

GPO 892-454
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE [N TERIOR

F
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  |recievep AR | BN

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NA TIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME

HISTORIC

OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY. TOWN IOWA CITY ——VICINITY OF STATE  TOWA COUNTY TOHNSON 5%
PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT Wm, J. Wagner : DATEOFPHOTO June 1977

el o) 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa

" 14} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

Stairway to 2nd Floor - southwest corner of
lobby - showing corner of South vestibule entrance

PHOTO NO.

GPO 892.454






UNl TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECIEVED AP
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FORNPSUSEONLY  —

: | '7(‘ v

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

[
@ NAME
HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE -IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

2| LOCATION

CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF STATE

COUNTY

: IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
[s}] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wm ]- Wagner : DATE OF PHOTO ]'une 1 977
it il M lend 1106 High Street, Des Moines, Iowa - 50309
] IDENTIFICATION |
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Photo of South end -
Shows a bit of urban renewal street landscaplng

GPO 892-454
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UNl TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FORNPSUSEONLY - . .

East(front) portion of North end - shows a bit existing
buildings North and gouth of Post Office :

- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [PECEVED. " pppss sgsa @
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
: oATEENTERED F0 0 bof sy %
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH -
[il] NAME
HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA
AND/OR COM?\AON
)] LOCATION
CITY,. TOWN IOWA CITY —VICINITY OF STATE IOWA COUNTY ]-OHNSON "
[si] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wm, J. Wagner DATE OF PHOTO June 1977
! k
NEGATIVEFILEDAT 1106 High Street - Des Moines, ~wa
4 IDENTIFICATION - : v
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

GPO 892-454
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UNl TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

HECIEVEDAPR t

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE ENTERED

1979

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH

PHOTOGRAPH

il NAME

HISTORIC

OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

] LOCATION

CITY. TOWN —__VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
[ PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wm. J. Wagner DATE OF PHOTO June 1977
NEGATIVEFILEDAT 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa 50309
[ IDENTIFICATION .
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME&STREET PHOTO NO.

Showing East Elevation

GPO 892-454
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  |RECIEVRY VR 12 *’7‘*
" PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPHFORM i

FOR NPS USE ONLY .

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME

wstoric  OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
GINCTONN' i iy —__VICINITY OF STATE 1WA COUNTY - TOHNSON

PHOTO REFERENCE

pHotocreoir  Wm. J. Wagner GATE OF PHOTO. | June 1877

NEGATIVE FILEDAT 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa

- [T IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Phofo of parcel post window - towards North end of Lobby and
east wall. Showing detail of wainscot and plaster detail of panels e PR
on walls of lobby.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONALREGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [Recievep DEC 191977
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM T 1710
DATE ENTERED

FOR NPS USE ONLY "

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

[ NAME .
HISTORIC  pOST OFFICE (OLD) - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON _

%] LOCATION

CITY, TOWN —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY

IOWA dITY IOWA JOHNSON
PHOTO REFERENCE |

PHOTOCREDIT s caemaction Photo A DATE OF PHOTO April 1931

NEGATIVE FILED AT Postma ster'é Office - Iowa City

= -
" |4 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Shows rear (North) and West end elevations - note by

dirty stone amounts of reused stone o T







.-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPHFORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECIEVED NEC l 91977 it

DATE ENTERED | ! [

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

[i]] NAME ;
HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

] LOCATION

CITY. TOWN . —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY .
IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
PHOTO REFERENCE |
PHOTO CREDIT Construction Photo

NEGATIVE FILEDAT  pogtma sters' Office — Iowa City

pate oF pHOTO April 1931

T3 IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

PHOTO NO.

West (Front) and East end elevations - note old stones (dirty) and new

GPO 892-454







i UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
! NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : i
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FORNPS USEONLY

recievep DEC 19 197

DATE ENTERED | 0 L L MIE L

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPEALLENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

Eﬂ NAME

HISTORIC

OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

/] LOCATION

=3

STATE  TOWA COUNTY JOHNSON

CITY. TOWN IOWA CITY —VICINITY OF

[i] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wm. J. Wagner, F.A.I.A. DATE OF PHOTO June 1977
NEGATIVEFILEDAT 1106 High Street, Des Moines, Towa

[[] IDENTIFICATION _ |
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME;& STREET PHOTO NO.

Showing north end and portion of rear

GPO 892-454
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UNIFED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTLEERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [RECIEVED . ULL& 19 I:il7
PRLT

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

DATE ENTERED

FOR NPS USE ONLY e

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

| [ﬂ NAME
HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

+| LOCATION

COUNTY

CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF STATE
: IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
[;]] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wm. J. Wagner DATE OF PHOTO Tune 1977

NEGATIVEFRILEDAT 1106 High Street - Des Moines, Iowa

l2] IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

Looking northeast 'showing existing landscape

PHOTO NO.

GPO 892-454
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECIEVED
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

" [bATE ENTERED
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
: TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH
NAME “
WSTORIC QLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA
AND/OR COMMON
%] LOCATION
CITY, TOWNIOWA CITY. ——VICINITY OF IOV\?AATE IOHNg%gNV
PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT . DATE OF PHOTO
NEGATIVEFILEDAT  Postmaster's Office in Iowa City
[ IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET ; PHOTO NO.
Plan showing First and Second Floor Plans
’ o i GPO 892.454
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

! ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FORNPS USE ONLY:irit .. T T
L, NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |RECIEVED
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4 PROPERTY FORM N

DATE ENTERED

\
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

e | : TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

[ NAME

| | '

[ SR OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

." AND/OR COMMON _ ‘
L %] LOCATION
;”": CITY, TOWN s —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY .

; t IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
i PHOTO REFERENCE |

i PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO

b 4

NEGATIVE FILED AT

" [4] IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREE"I'

et |

! PHOTO NO.
i

i
iy

Plan of Iowa City - Showing Post Office at Southwest corner: of block
" fronting Linn and Wa' shingon. : . GPO 892.454
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34. St. Patrick’s Church at Court and
Linn was the parish church of the Irish
of lowa City (p. 12).

35. Ravaged by grime and pollution, the
exterior of the Johnson County Courthouse
is still imposing as an example of rusti-

cated Romanesque Revival style (pp. 70,
71).

36. The downtown building at 10-12 S.
Clinton is an elegant and refined copy of

an elegant and refined late 18th-century
English style (p. 78).
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Map drawn by Anne Frahm

37. Old Capitol, “the chief architectural
and historical glory of lowa City, and the
state.” Restored and now open to the pub-
lic for tours, this wonderful building is a
grand part of lowa’s heritage (p. 35).




Vg

(Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTIERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  |RECiEvED
PROPERTY PHOTOGRARH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

[ NAME

HISTORIC OLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

/] LOCATION

CITY, TOWN : —VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
%1 PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO
NEGATIVE FILED AT State Historical Society Building
" |¢] IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Traced from Insurance Map of Iowa City - shows map and lot

GPO 892.454
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY/P/HWKMTI FORM

DATE ENTERED

[FORNPS USEONLY = . -

RECIEVED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME

WSTORIC QLD POST OFFICE - IOWA CITY, IOWA

AND/OR COMMON

7] LOCATION

CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF

. STATE COUNTY
IOWA CITY IOWA JOHNSON
PHOTO REFERENCE |
PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO
NEGATIVEFILECLAT State Historical Society - Iowa City, Iowa
am IDENTIFICATIOI\{
PHOTO NO.

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

Picture and Post Card - 1904 Building.

GPO 892-454
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+ UNITED s
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ADMINISTRATION GROUP
Washington, DC 20260

Mr. Robert Utley

Director, Office of Review & Compliance
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
1522 K Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Utley:

The Postal Service property located at 28 South Linn Street,
Iowa City, IA, has been declared excess to postal needs due
to the construction of a replacement facility, it is, therefore,
the intention of the Postal Service to dispose of this property.

This facility has been nominated for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. The preservation restrictions
that will be incorporated into the deed are as follows:

1. The grantor and grantee agree that the existing
exterior architectural and structural integrity
of the former post office located at 28 South
Linn Street, Iowa City, IA, should be preserved.

2. It is further agreed that upon listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, any -actions
affecting the exterior of the former post office
at 28 South Linn Street, Iowa City, IA, will be
accomplished in such a manner as to be authentic
historically and architecturally and that all plans
or specifications for any alteration, improvements
or restoration of the exterior of the building will
be presented in advance to the Iowa Historic Pres-
ervation Officer or his delegated local representative.
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We have coordinated with the State Historical Officer and have
obtained their concurrence as to no adverse effect. Their
certification is below.

Sincerely,

-

D. L. Warner
Director, Office of Real Estate
Real Estate & Buildings Department

-

The Iowa Historic Preservation Officer has reviewed and agrees
with the preservation convenants for the former post office
located at Iowa City, IA, and concurs with the Postal Service's
determination of no adverse effect.

M ALl s

TPwa Historic Pr&gervation Officer Date
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Mr. William Murtagh

United States Department of Interior
National Park Service

18th & C Streets N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Attached is the nomination form to the National Register of Historic Places
prepared for the former Iowa City Post Office. Four photographs of this
facility are also attached which depict the 1931 construction and the
facility as of 1977. 1If you have any questions regarding this nomination,
please contact Mr. Bob O'Brien at 245-4461.

}D%rector, Office of Real Estate
Real Estate and Buildings Department

Attachment

-
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ADMINISTRATION GROUP
Washington, DC 20260

APR 9 1979
7 RECEIVED
Dr. William Murtagh . APR1 :
National Park Service \=& 2 Eﬂﬂ
U. S. Department of Interior . NATIONAL
18 and C Streets, N. W. "~ REGIST
Washington, D. C. 20240 N ER

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
The attached nomination form for the former Iowa City, Iowa
Post Office has been completed per your staff's instructions.
We are also attaching USGS maps with U&M references.

If we can be of further service, please contact Claude R. Moore,
Jr. of my staff at 245-4461.

Sincerely,

.~ L. Warner
Director, Office of Real Estate
Real Estate & Buildings Department

Attachments
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August 9, 1978 : | /‘:}
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Ms. Julie Vann AL

Civic Center |

410 E. vunnm Street

'RE: OPP No. naus. Application for Title V Funding; and OPP No. 790147,
FY 1979 State Senior Center Funding-~Rehabilitation of old Iowa City
Post Office Building as Multi~purpose Senior Cemter——Iowa City, Johnson
mﬁy, Towa

Bur Ms. Vann:

mmm‘tmodwomodmjoetmvolmnbummgmmmmsot
being to the Nationmal Register of Historic Places. The process is
almost completed. The Keeper of the Natiomal mhmhumt acted on the
mzmt«;a«tmuum
m«mmmmmummummm:otmwm
4t will have no effect on the building's National Register qualities.

Following Title 36 CFR Part 800, which is the "Procedures for the Protection

of Historic and Cultural Properties"” of the Advisory Council on Historic

- Preservation, the opinion I have offerasd, byzhcmndwo!“mm
means that if the appropriate federal agency official concurs, the review of

mmmmmmmmmmmunczpmm

1031:11&1«. '

nmtmmmmmumzuumumm
placed on the property by the U.S. Postal Service.

In dlosing, you and your staff are to be commended for developing the re-use
of this fine structure in a way that pressrves the building's exterior fabric.
xmucmzﬁuupzmuummummc:pwmmux~ '
cations for improvements to the building as they develop.

Sincerely, " :
| u%‘" % wg.’g%.é;”

State Historic Preservation Officer

cct Joseph Hough Willdam Murtaugh, Keeper of the Natl. W'
National Advisory Council National Advisory Council on
on Historic Preservation Historic Preservation

1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 430 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 430
Waskington D.C. 20005 Washington, D.C. 20005
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE IOWA

pate Entered _ APR | T 1979

Name

01d Post Office (former Main Post Office)

Also Notified

Honorable John C. Culver

Honorable Roger Jepsen
Honorable James A. S. Leach
Mr. David L. Warmer,

U. S. Postal Service

NR Byers/bjr 4/20/79

Location

Iowa City
Johnson County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Adrian Anderson

Director, Iowa State Historical
Department

Division of Historic Preservation

26 East Market Street

Iowa City, Iowa 52240

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-640l.
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