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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Vogt House, built in 1890, presents a compact mass to which a profusion of
decorative features and shapes have been applied, characteristic of the busy
facades of the Queen Anne style. The house is located on a hill in an older
section of Iowa city, facing the length of brick Van Buren Street. The grounds
(6 acres) are wooded, with tangles of brush; only the area immediately about
the house is landscaped. Outbuildings are a carriage house to the west and a
woodshed to the rear of the house.

The house is two stories, of brick laid in common bond on a rusticated stone foun-
dation. The main block bears a high-pitched hipped roof, with a gabled and a
round dormer facing south. The roofline -- and the overall mass -- are broken by
a two-story gabled-roof pavilion to the east, a two-story polygonal bay with
hipped roof to the west, and a one-story gabled roof addition at the rear. Five
brick chimneys with corbelled caps further complicate the roofline. Stone is used
in a stringcourse at the base of the second floor window arches.

Three window shapes are utilized. Most prominent is the flat arch, found on both
floors of the main elevation, on the second floor of the west facade, and in the
porch arch to the right of the entrance. These window heads have dressed stone
panels which form keystones. A second form is the segmental arch, used on the
second floor, east, and for the door and single window on the west side of the
rear section. The former have brick arches rising from stone imposts. The plain
rectangle is also found, with long, flat stone lintels, on the first floor east
and west.

An outstanding feature is the latticework porch, across the front and around to
the west. It is distinguished by a round pavilion at the southwest corner, with
a ribbed, conical roof and finial. A square lattice pattern, set diagonally,
fills the spandrels of the round entrance arch.

At the northeast corner of the house is a small board and batten shed, attached
to the house proper. It has a low-pitched hipped roof and brackets.

The gable-roof carriage house is set on the rear slope of the hill, and is one
story high in front, two at rear. It is rectangular, with a central gabled dormer
above the wide, double-door entrance to the main level. It is of board and batten
construction; the dormer is shingled. The woodshed is in better condition, and
may be of a slightly later date than the other structures. It, too, is wood, with
gable roof; horizontal boarding is used for walls. The ground slopes sharply away
to the rear, revealing a shaped stone foundation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Vogt House is an extremely well-preserved example of local Queen Anne archi-
tecture. Its notable features are the semicircular dormer, use of stained glass,
curved-head windows, and the latticework porch and corbelled chimmeys. No less
important is its setting; at the top of a hill at the end of a brick street,
with outbuildings intact, and its natural environment, six acres of wooded land,
preserved. This is one of the older sections of the city, the hill forming

a natural boundary. Dwellings on either side and in the immediate area are of
similar age and size, although in a variety of vernacular designs.
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Vogt House

Towa City, Johnson Co., Iowa
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Vogt House
Towa City, Johnson Co., Iowa
Credit: Jack DeWitt

Neg. at: 800 N. Van Buren, Towa C.
Date: December 1976
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Vogt House

Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa
Credit: Jack DeWitt

Neg. at: 800 N. Van Buren, Iowa C.
Date: December 1976

View: woodshed, from SE 3 y

JUL 24 1978 OCT 4 1977

SITE WU 12ER
PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER Zel







Vogt House

Towa City, Johnson Co., Towa
Credit: Jack DeWitt

Neg. at: 800 N. Van Buren, Iowa C.
Date: December 1976

View: main house, west elevation
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 28 September 1977 ,
e - ’

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Subject: Vogt House
Iowa City, Johnson Co.,Iowa

Dear Sir:

The property listed above has received approval from Iowa's National -
Register Nominations Review Committee, and is now submitted to your
office for consideration for the National Register of Historic Places.
Procedures used by this office to meet requirements pertaining to pub-

lic notification and comment have been approved by, and are on file

in, your office.

Sincerely yours,

Adfian D. Anderson
Historic Preservation Officer

5

B«13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52242 .
TELEPHONE 319.-353.69490/319.353-4186
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: OCT 1 l 1977

V”%M

The National Register is that list of evidences of the past deemed

worthy of keeping for the future by the Secretary of the Interior.

According to information submitted to the National Park Service by

the State, you own property that has been nominated to the National
Register which is pending review in our office.

Dear Property Owner:

Since you may not have been aware of the benefits and provisions of
the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when your property was nominated, we are
sending informative material at this time which may supplement infor-
mation you have already received from the State. If you wish to make
comments about your property in light of the National Register
"Criteria for Evaluation'" (see enclosed green leaflet), we will be
pleased to consider them. Comments should be made within 30 days of
the date of this letter and should be addressed to Dr. William J.
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service,
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation (see information
sheet) may be obtained from Technical Preservation Services, Office
of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service,
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implemen-
tation of the historic preservation provisions of the Tax Reform

Act should also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register.

Inquiries must include the name of the property and address to be
properly handled.

Since%gly yours,

William J. Murtagv/
Keeper of the National Regisﬂér

Enclosures
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL R'GISTER

STATE
IOWA
Date Entered Mm__
Qgt House- Iowa City
Johnson County
Albright House Fort Madison
Lee County
! Also Notified
Honorable John C. Culver
- Honorable Dick Clark State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable James A. 8. Leach Mr. Adrian Anderson
Director, Iowa State Historical
Department

Division of Historic Preservation
26 East Market Street
Iowa City, Iowa 52240

i NR  Byers/bjr  7/27/78
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