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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XGOOoD —RUINS _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Union Presbyterian Church is a small (26' x 49') frame structure
on a cement block foundation. The double-door, Gothic-style
entrance is reached by a flight of cement steps, and is centered
in a projecting pavilion that once formed the base for a steeple
(removed 1940's). Windows in the side walls are long, narrow,
and pointed at the top in Gothic style.” A gable roof covers

the main structure; a small, hip roofed addition (probably once
used for storage) is set into the angle between the entrance
pavilion and the church proper.

The one-room interior has 3' wainscoating. The walls and ceiling
are tin painted blue:« Flooring is wood.

The church is located in a level, slightly wooded rural area,
and is flanked by a small cemetery.



) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X RELIGION
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SPECIFIC DATES 1888 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Union Presbyterian Church is a typical example of the small,
rural, ethnic churches that played so important a role in the
early history of Iowa settlement.

The Union Presbyterian Church was founded in the late 1850's by early
settlers of German descent. Until 1868, services were held in the
houses of church mem hers, after which the Presbyterians worshipped
with Lutherans at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in nearby Toeterville.
Doctpinaihl differences led to a split in 1873-74, led by the Rev.
Jacob Kolb, which resulted in the re-establishment of the Presby-
terians as a separate congregation. Services were held in a school—
house until 1888, when the present church was built. Religious
observances were conducted entirely in German until 1918, when the
exigencies of the American involvement in the war against Germany,
and the members' own concerns for "the spiritual welfare and the
outward growth of the congregation," led to the use of English.

During the next 50 years, church membership steadily declined, as
members died or joined other congregations. In recent years, services
were held intermittently, until the church was closed in 1975.

A design feature which makes this church rather unusual is the extensive
use of pressed tin in the interior, and the extent to which it has been

preserved over the years. The pews, wainscoting and other furniture are
also original, preserving most clearly the flavor of the early years of

the church.
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Atlas of Mitchell County. Anderson Publishing Co., 1911. ,

Minutes of Session, Union Presbyterian Church.
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In favor of the preservation of the Union German
Presbyterian Church and Site, in Union Township,
Mitchell County, Iowa, because of Historical,
Architectural and German Ancestrel Heritsge.

_ Recognition of this Union Germen Presbyterian Church 28 a
National Building and Historic Site is commendable for its historical
and heritage significance, as well as for the service it rendered to
the early pioneers.

Many of the charter members have descendents living in this
area; notably the Deckers, the Gerbigs, the Clausens and the Schulzes.
They were members until its closing.

These people and others in the chunty have looked on this church

_as a center of community life, a place for education end worship and a
source of inspiration and comfort to the pioneers in their days of trial,
It remains an object of architectural beauty, aignifyung the heritsage
and tastes of the German people.

Under the leadership of the Rev. Jacob Kolb, its first pastor,
this church organized other congregations in the presbyterian faith,
notably the Eden Presbyterian Church in Cedar Township, Mitchell County.
It will always remain and be known as a proponent of progress in this
county, ,

W.H. Biedermenn, R 4 Osage, Ia,
Pres, Historicel Society
County Liaison Officer

APR 13 1977
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Union Presbyterian Church (ylg
Stacyville, Mitchell Co., Iowa
Credit: Gerhard Gopelrud
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Union Presbyterian Church

Stacyville, Mitchell Co., Towa

Credit: Gerhard Gopelrud

Date:- 1976

-Neg at: Maurine Jackson
Osage, lowa

View: Interlor fromNOV 23 1976
Phets > 3 A0 rAP w87






Union Presbyterian Church
Stacyville, Mitchell Co., lowa
Credit: Gerhard Gopelrud
_ Date: 1976
Neg. at: Maurine Jackson
Osage, lowa
View: interior frontyQV 23 1076
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

RECEIVED
NOV2 3 w76

Date: 4 November 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Subject: Union Presbyterian Church

Stacyville area, Mitchell County, Iowa

Dear Sir:

The property listed above has received approval from Iowa's National

Register Nominations Review Committee, and is now submitted to your ° |
office for consideration for the National Register of Historic Places.
Procedures used by this office to meet requirements pertaining to pub-
lic notification and comment have been approved by, and are on file
in, your office.

Sincerely yours, |

A.

Adfian D. Anderson
Historic Preservation Officer

B«.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52242 .
TELEPHONE 319.-353.690490/319.383-.4186



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTe  IOWA
Date Entered APR 13 1977

Name Location
© Pirst Welsh Congregational Church Iowva City vicinity
: Johnson County
Union Presbyterian Church Stacyville vicinity
~ sy : Mitchell County

Also Notified

" Hon. Dick Clark

Hon. John C. Culver State Historic Preservation Cfficer

Hon., James A. S. Leach Mr, Adrian Anderson

Hon, Charles E. Grassley Director, State Historical Department
Divigion of hietoric Preservation

Regional Director, Midwest Region B-13 !zzlean Hall

Iova City, Iowa 52242

[ 880 - Mott/ej  4-20-77
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Blank
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b. Organization Unit

c. Strest/P.0. Box 26 East Market ;
d. City IOWA CITY e. Conty :  JOHNSON
f. State : IOWA g UPCde: 5224 0

N Contact Person (Name Adrian D. Anderson
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(319) 353-A949

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO,
42-0897677

6.
= s. NUMBER 1 15 I'J9 lQléLl
GRAM b. TITLE

(From

Federal

Catalog) HISTORIC PRESERVATION

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

UNION_PRESB

Iowa,

pressed tin interior.

The church was

, Stacyville,
1s significant for its well preserv

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-State H-Community Action Agency
B-Interstate - Higher Educational Institution
C-Substate J- Indian Tribe
istrict K-Other (Specify):
Gy
2 -t
buil f—smol District

Department of the Interior

in 1888, by German settlers to the area. G-loecte: Faipese Enter appropriats letter [K]
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¢. STATE .00 | 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT :
DATE Year v DURATION Enter appro- [E
d. LOCAL .00 1978 6 1 30 Months priate letter(s)
. OTHER 00 | 18. S%Tls'ﬁgﬁﬁ-r DATE TO Year month day |19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
1. TOTAL | 1,400 .00 PEDERAL ACENCY > 19 78 4 15
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code) 21. REMARKS ADDED
NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE, DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR, WASH, D.C.20240 | XIYes O Ne
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CERTIFYING Year month day
E REPRE. ADRIAN D. ANDERSON VQA /,’\) B/ o
SENTATIVE | STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION QFH . S50 78 3 15
24. AGENCY NAME 25. APPLICA- Year month dey
RECEIVED 19 78 7 14

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT

Heritage Conservation & Recreation

Service

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Grants Administration Div.

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION
IDENTIFICATION

30. FEDERAL GRANT

3
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18th and C Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240 198934
$1. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year month day | 34. Year month dey
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5 [ o. AWARDED a. FEDERAL s 700 00|33 ACTION DATEp 19 78 8 18 | Dave "9 78 8 1
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
[ b- REJECTED b. APPLICANT 700 .00 | TION (Nems ond tuin e :&D Year month dey
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ECTION IV-REMARKS (Plcaser nce the proper item number from Sections I,. 111, {f applicabls)

v .

Services were in German until 1918, when the United States'
involvement in W. W. I. caused German-Americans to seek closer
identification with their new county, and English was then used.

PROPERTY USE: The church is not used now for services, but is
owned by the Cemetary Association which would like to preserve
ik.

PRESERVATION OBJECTIVE: The objective for this project is protection
and preservation. The tin interior must be protected and roof
repair is needed. Exterior and Interior paint will also

preserve and protect the building.

v I
&y

T STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 2 (10-75)




oate: #9/F) 76

Qﬂ T oy 3. ’ Reviewer INITIALS: &Y. .
NR Data S Neet B o WR1 w7

NAME s 17 appEARs IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Union Presbyterian Church

OTHER NAMES:

LOCATION:

STREET & NUMBER NW of Stacyville

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIUNALDISTRICT  3rd
‘ vientvor Stacyville

STATE Iowa 19 COUNTY code

Mitchell - 131
OWNER OF PROPERTY? (circie) @ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER
ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST@

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST  PACIFIC NORTHWEST

[
FEATURES . éNTERIOR XTERIOR ENVIRONS .
¥ Substantially intact-1 V_Substantially intact-2 .— substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 © __unknown.-5 /_unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 __not applicable - 8 _ Nct appliczakle-9
: ~Interioxr, exterior, cnvirsns not intacrt-0
CONDITION - z;xczuam _-DETERIORATED —UNALTERED '_émsmusrre
GOOOD —RUINS LTERED __MOVED
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unkncwn
~Unexcavaterd . —Excavated )

ACCESS —

) Yes-restricted Yes~unrestricted @ Unknown
historic district ? YES

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES ( NO)
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES
. ' IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE. YES ) Saved ? YES 0 "

FUNCTION (S): (use vdcabulary words)
then- Vc,% AL )

NOW= * _siinnt

SIGNIFICANCE.:
—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION . —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —taw/Gov 't /politics _science __health
—AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __recreation
yARCHH’ECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING _—MusIC . Aocio/cul tural
—COMMERCE —_EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

—INVENTION @
Claims

g
first? yvzs  wo ®¢oldest?? ves  no tonly?? yves wo



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

architect/m.builder: _ ‘ engineer;
landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:
Interior decorator: builder/contractor‘

ETHNIC GROUP: 472, man

Ll
NAMES: personal
(label role
& .
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES!  DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /#94
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): /f'Sas— /975

.
SOURC E ¢ (OF NOMINATION) @ STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:
A .
“CREAGE’ (to nearest tenth of an acre)
. /’ ’ ?

COI\II\IENTS: (inclucile architectural information here)

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximum two sentences)
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