Form No. 10-300 aev- A0 a8 g} 36/¢0x

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EBINAME
¥ "TOME New Sweden Chapel
AND/OR COMMON
BlLocaTiION _ . ..., ...
E o F ofdd o7 U5

STREET & NUMBER

_Lockridge Township (Twp. 72, Rng. 8, Sec. 21) __NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOW CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
%eskpfdge i MQC; ; FiRsT

— VICINITY OF
STATE CQODE NTY CODE
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT X_PUBLIC OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE --MUSEUM
£ BUILDING(S) — PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH ) —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —INPROCESS —VYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —_OTHER:
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
AME :
ﬁlrst Augustana Lutheran Church
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Lockridge o NI OE owa 52635
IEALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,

rReaisTRy oF Deens;eTc. Jefferson County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

e Fairfield, owa.
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED KUNALTERED XoriGINaL sITE
ZGOOD _RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED
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Three miles northwest of Lockridge, on a hilltop among gently rolling
hills, rests this little white church beside a pioneer cemetery. The
symmetrical building is a rectangular frame structure with a gable
roof and simplified classical cornice. It possesses clapboard exterior
walls and a wood shingle roof. The two brick chimneys, one on either
side of the roof, have at some point been rebuilt. The four bay church
contains tall windows with original wooden shutters. Its dimensions
measure 50 by 30 feet by 16 feet high plus a two tier steeple with

spire. The lower stage of the steeple contains a "sweet toned Stuckstedt
bell" manufactured in St. Louis prior to the building's completion in 1860.
At one end is a small entry vestibule with double doors. The building
has undergone no major alterations, although some interior redecoration
has occurred.

The interior comprises one principal space with a balcony across the rear
that contains a built-in pipe organ. The lower, main floor level has

a board floor and plaster walls with wainscoting, all of which are original.
Pews are on both sides of a center aisle with side aisles. Opposite the
entry is an alter, whitch has a single step platform with a pulpit and
alter communion rail. Above the alter is a large painting by Olef
Grafstrom, who once was an art instructor at Augustana College and
produced some two hundred or more alter paintings that were used in the
early churches. From the walnut ceiling hang two early light fixtures,
each containing four kerosene lamps (now electrified) set in star-shaped
molding. The two original wood stoves have been replaced by two stoves
of cast iron built with a grate for burning coal.

The cemetery continues to be used and the New Sweden Chapel is opened
for visitors and is used for special services.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In contrast with the Norwegians who split into several strife filled
religious groups, the Swedes stood nearly all united under one Lutheran
body, the Swedish Augustana Synod. And the New Sweden Church is the
oldest parent church of this Synod. Founded in Jefferson County in

1848, the New Sweden church is also the first church of the first
settlement of Swedes in Iowa and the first one west of the Mississippi
River. Furthermore it proved to be the first permanent settlement of
Swedes in the country, for the earlier Pine Lake, Wisconsin settlement
lasted only a few years and its distant predecessor, the Swedish colonial
effort in Deleware, failed within thirty years.

Organized in 1845, four years after the Pine Lake Colony of G. Unonius in
Wisconsin, this early Iowa settlement became established under the leader-
ship of Peter Cassel, a millwright in his native parish of Kisa,
Ostergotland, Sweden. When Cassel's small band of Swedes arrived in

New York, they met Pehr Dahlberg, who had arrived a couple of years earlier.
Dahlberg persuaded them to settle at New Sweden instead of at their
original destination near Pine River, Wisconsin, Once settled, despite
the ravages of cholera during the early 1850's, the settlement had grown
to about 700 people by 1860. The approximate 86 families together owned
over 5,000 acres. The Lutheran congregation was now.ready to build a
more substantial church building. Under the direction of local builder,
Henri Jangle, they erected the present church as a replacement for their
log church of 1851.

In 1948 the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America declared
the New Sweden Chapel to be a National Synodical Shrine. Prince Bertil
and the Archbishop of Sweden participated with 3,000 people in the
ceremonies at the site that unveiled a commemorative marker and plaque.

As the oldest of 1,269 congregations, the New Sweden Chapel holds a
special meaning to the fiore than 600,000 members of the Augustana Synod

as well as for the many descendants of Swedish immigrants today. The
building itself is typical of the hundreds of rural Swedish immigrant
churches in the United States, many of which no longer exist. In New
Sweden and other Swedish communities the pioneer Lutheran church formed

an important part of the rural scene and in the lives of both members and
non-members. The New Sweden church has spanned the whole course of Swedish
immigration from the first permanent settlement to their nearly complete
absorption into American life and of their Swedish church into an American
church.
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Acreage Justification:

The inclusion of two acres of land in this nomination was made for historical
reasons. The church and surrounding cemetery are located on this land. Although
the area covered by actual gravesites is somewhat less than this, these two

acres comprise the original church property. They were acquired from the

U.S. government in 1851, and a log church erected thereon. It was replaced

in 1860 by the present structure. The total amount of church property is now
about 16 acres, as more was acquired for a parsonage in later years. For
purposes of this nomination, however, only the original two acres are significant.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 24 August 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review Committee,
please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms -

for the following historic property:

New Swede i 9

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordénce with procedures 1

for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places.

T 59 et
re ted
—by the NationatPark—Service.
Sincerely, s

AL M ol

Adrian D. Anderson, Director

B«.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353.6949/319-353-4186



201 N, 1st Ave., Apt. 207
Towa City, Iowa 52240

. ‘ February 17, 1977

The Hon, Dick Clark

Room 404

01d House Office Building
Washington, D, C, 20515.

Dear Senator Clark:

Many people in Towa and the United States will be very grateful if you can, by a
phone eall or whatever, restart action on the approval of the nomination of the NEV
SWEDEN CHAPEL in LOCKRTDGE TOWNSHIP, JEFFERSON COUNTY, TOWA to the National Register
of Historic Places. This was made in March, 1976, approved by the State Review Com—

mittee in July and sent to the National office in the Office of Archeology and Preser-

vation, National Park Service, Department of the Interior for final approval, There

it is filed by name (New Sweden Chapel) wunder Jowa. Jefferson County.

Consideration of the nomination had been started but now the State Office here reports
that in December action on all nominations on file in Washington was halted., A vague
explanation was given for this that has to do with involvement of the Washington staff
wvith tax breaks for owners of private property listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places. T see no reason why they should have tax breaks and am not aware that

the National Park Service has anything to do with taxation.

Tha nomination of the Chapel is based on the following and is well documented.

1,

2,

3.
e

Founded in 1845 the New Sweden settlement was the first permanent Swedish
immigrant settlement in the United States.

In January 18,8 the immigrants organized a church which became the first, or
oldest, congregation of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the largest

of the Swedish-American churches in the United States, '

The log church was replaced by a frame church in 1860. In 1948 this was named
the New Sweden Chapel and dedicated as a national shrine of the Auvgustana Synod.
After 1963, when the Augustana Synod merged with other bodies to form the Luth-
eran Church in America, the title to the Chapel was transferred to the Iutheran
Church in Lockridge, Towa, The Chapel is open to visitors and its register has
names from all parts of the country, It is used for special services by the
Lockridge and Swedesburg churches and old families use the cemetery.

The Chapel is the only structure that has survived unchanged from early New
Sveden immigrant days., It stands on the site of the log church, has not been
remodeled, and has its original furnishings - pews, hand-carved altar and pulpit,
communion railing, brass oil-lamp fixtures, Stuckstedt bell, and, in the baleconv,
pews from the old log church and a very rare all wooden pipe organ hand-built by
a member of the church in 1861-62,

The New Sweden Chapel committee was told that the nomination to the National. Register
of Historic Places would surely be avproved by now so that during a camvaign for funds

its national recognition could be announced. This would give people increased assur-
ance that the structure would be preserved and not bulldozed, as was once threatened.

PLEASE HETP,

Sincerely yours, f
ik N, 7)) ll et

(Mra.) AvdiLh K, Malleh
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- JIM"LEACH
1sT DisTrRICT, ‘lowa
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
q/\ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
{\ ~ March 17, 1977
w4
>
)

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Department of Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am writing in regard to the New Sweden Chapel,
Lockridge Township, Jefferson County, Iowa.

A letter from a constituent states that they are

COMMITTEES:
BANKING, FINANCE AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

POST OFFICE AND
CIVIL SERVICE

hoping for approval of the nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places soon, since they would
like to announce its national recognition during a
campaign fund drive. They face the possibility of

the building being razed, as was once threatened,
and they need the assurance of preservation to

help raise funds.

Anything you can do to expedite this matter will be

appreciated.
Sinc 7
L]
P
Ji ach
Memb&r of Congress
JL:mh
OFFICES:
1724 LoNGWORTH HousE OFFICE BUILDING 210 JEFFERSON 131 EAST 4TH STREET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 BURLINGTON, lowA 52601 DAVENPORT, lowA 52801

(202) 223-6576 (319) 752-4584 (319) 326-1841

400 SouTH CLINTON
lowa CiTy, lowa 52240
(319) 351-0062
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E. TAL
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS.
GEORGE MC GOVERN, S, D&K,
JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA.

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN.

» GA., Cl

ROBERT DOLE, KANS.

MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK.

CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.
HENRY BELLMON, OKLA.

AVlnifed . Diates Denafe

COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

WALTER D. HUDDLESTON, KY.
DICK CLARK, IOWA

JESSE HELMS, N.C.

RICHARD B. STONE, FLA. -
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT,

¥ MICHAEL R, MC LEOD
GENERAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

March 17, 1977

Congressional Liaison
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached for your consideration is a copy of a letter I received
from a constituent, Mrs. Ardith K. Melloh.

I am appreciative of any information you might provide so that I
can reply to the specifics raised in Mrs. Melloh's letter.

Please direct your reply to my office in the Federal Building,
101 First Street S.E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
[{/W
Dick Clark

DC:cb
enclosure



March 24, 1977

Homorable Dick Clark
United States Semstor
Pederal Building

101 Pirst Street s.E.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401
Dear Semator Clark: |
I sm pleased to acknowledge your recemt inguiry in

behalf of Mrs, Ardith K. Melloh concerning nomimation
of the New Sweden Chapel, Jefferson Comty, Iows, to

‘the Hationmal Register of Historic Places.

We appreciste youwr interest and will provide you a
reply at the earliest opportumity.

Sincerely yours,

ec: Your Washington Office

190  (2)) w/incoming
FNP: CRBraxton: crb: 3-24-77



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTEB

STATE

IMiA

MAR 2 5 1977

Date Entered

Name
Horn Couse
Schnidt House

Pirst Congregational Church

( Kew Sweden Chapel

Also Notified

Hon. Dick Clark
Hon. Jokn C. Culver

Hon, Michael T. Elouin
Hon. Jaces A. §. Leach

Regional Director, Midwest
Region -
880

MMott/row 3/29/77

Locat;on

Decorah vicinity
Vinnesheik County

Elkader
Clayton County

Garnavillo
Clayton County

Lockridge
Jefferson Commty

State litstoric Freservation Officer

+ Adrian Anderson
Director, State listorical Department
Division of iistoric Preservation :
B~13 MacLean Hall ‘o
Iowa City, Iowa 52242



April 1, 1977

Homorable Jim ILeach
House of Representatives
Washingten, D.C.

| Desx Mr. Leach:

I am pleased to acknowledge yowr recent letter concerning
the nonination of the New Sweden Chapel, Jefferson County,
Iowm$, to the Natiomal Register of Historic Places.

We appreciste interest and will provide reply

umm. T . ,

Sincerely yowrs,




H34(880)

Honorable Dick Clark
United States Senator
Federal Building

101 First Street, §5.E.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401

Dear Senator Clark:

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mra. Ardith K. Melloh
concerning the nominatioam of the New Sweden Chapel, Jefferson
County, Tova..

We are pleased to advise you that the Nevw Sweden Chapel was entered
in the National Register on March 25, 1977,

We appreciate your interest {n the historic preservation programs
of the Rational Park Service,

e Sincerely yours,

Director
cc: Your Washington Office

bee:

Mr, Adrian Anderson

Director

State Historical Department
Division of Historic Preservation
B-13 MacLean Hall

Iowa City, Iowa 52242) w/c of inc.

Regional Director, Midwest Region) w/c of inc.
001-Reading File 160) 190) 700 760 880)

FNP:KCole:aep:4/7/77 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880

pu }to:‘/ g
(é # Q?‘,
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H34-880

APR 15 1911

Honorable Jim Leach
House of Representatives
washington, D.C.

Deaxr Mr. Leach:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the nomination
of t.hejtn Sweden Chapel, Jefferson County, Iowa.

We are plesszed to advise you that the New Sweden Chepel was

listed in the Hational Register on March 25, 1577.
We appreciate your interest in histeric preservation.
Sincerely yours,

/8gd) Jerry L. Rogers
ACTING ASSTCIATE
Director
bee: ,
Mr. Adrian Anderson
Director

State Historicall Department
Division of Historic Preservation
B~13 Maclean Hall

Iowa City, Iowa 52242 ) w/e of inc.

Regional Director Midwest)

001 Reading File
160) / 190)

700 / T60

880) /

FNP:K Cole:1f:4-11-77

(BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880)



N ' DATE: //—-J-7é
N R Dat a, S hee'& ) ~ Reviewer INITIALS: %
@ DoE MAR 2 5 1977

Loy 7

NAME s 11 appears 1v rEpERAL REGISTER: New Sweden Chapel

OTHER NAMES:

LOCATION: '
STREET & NUMBER E of Fairfield off U.S. 34
co SSIUNAL DISTRICT 1st
CITY, TOWN e Fairfield NGRESSIUN,
STATE Iowa 19 COUNTY code

: Jefferson. 101
OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circie) @ STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) ¢
' NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST@

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST  PACIFIC NORTHWEST

L]
FE ATURE S . NTERIOR TERIOR f@ TRONS
Substantially intact-1 {/Substantially intact-2 ¥ Substantially intact-3

— unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 . Net applicatble-9
—Interior, exterior, cn'.'ir?pot intacc-0
CONDITION ~ chsuzm _DETERIORATED NALTERED m;u. SITE
GOOD —RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unkncwn
~Unexcavated : - —Excavated
ACCESS — Yes-urrestricted No access Urknown
' historic district ? YES @
h WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @

IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES

IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE; YES @ Saved ? YES 1o "
FUNCTION (S): (use wvdcabulary words)

e M -

now-
SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Ac-on —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —ww/Gov't/politics _science —health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE - ~—recreation
—ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUVHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC s —socio/cultural
—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _—OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
—INVENTION -

Claims

NO ES™ NO ‘tonly?? ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

architecl/m builder: ?Q@m/\,u }ﬂ%/ engineer;

landscapc/garden designer: artist/artisan:
interior'decorator. '

ETHNIC GROUP: ;Xﬁwelec/

builder/contra, tor;

N .
AMES; personal
(label role
P
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES! bpate oF consTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / g é 0
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) : / f J ﬂ — W
[ ]
SOURCE? (OF NOMINATION) STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

AC:REA~GE:(to nearest tenth of an acre) Q/—

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here)

~ loploaid, nveZovynlin ofoyid
T e,

SIGNIFICANCE: (raxinun two sentences) m’ f B gltnd
2 ZQ 64 22? WW W ”}’

WWM



