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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Three miles northwest of Lockridge, on a hilltop among gently rolling
hills, rests this little white church beside a pioneer cemetery. The
S3rmmetrichl building is a rectangular frame structure with a gable 

roof and simplified classical comice. It possesses clapboard exterior 
walls and a wood shingle roof. The two brick chimneys, one on either 
side of the roof, have at some point been rebuilt. The four bay church 
contains tall windows with original wooden shutters. Its dimensions 
measure 50 by 30 feet by 16 feet high plus a two tier steeple with 
spire. The lower stage of the steeple contains a “sweet toned Stuckstedt 
bell" manufactured in St. Louis prior to the building’s completion in 1860. 
At one end is a small entry vestibule with double doors. The building 
has Tmdergone no major alterations, although some interior redecoration 
has occurred.
The interior comprises one principal space with a balcony across the rear 
that contains a built-in pipe organ. The lower, main floor level has 
a board floor and plaster walls with wainscoting, all of which are original. 
Pews are on both sides of a center aisle with side aisles. Opposite the 
entry is an alter, whibh has a single step platform with a pulpit and 
alter commimion rail. Above the alter is a large painting by Olof 
Grafstrom, who once was an art instructor at Augustana College and 
produced some two hundred or more alter paintings that were used in the 
early churches. Prom the walnut ceiling hang two e^ly light fixtures, 
each containing four kerosene lamps (now electrified) set in star-shaped 
molding. The two original wood stoves have been replaced by two stoves 
of cast iron built with a grate for burning coal.
The cemetery continues to be used and the New Sweden Chapel is opened 
for visitors and is used for special services.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In contrast with the Norwegians who split into several strife filled 
religious groups, the Swedes stood nearly all united under one Lutheran 
"body, the Swedish Augustana Synod, And the New Sweden Church is the 
oldest parent church of this Synod. Pounded in Jefferson County in 
1848, the New Sweden church is also the first church of the first 
settlement of Swedes in Iowa and the first one west of the Mississippi 
River. Furthermore it proved to be the first permanent settlement of 
Swedes in the country, for the earlier Pine lake, Wisconsin settlement 
lasted only a few years and its distant predecessor, the Swedish colonial 
effort in Deleware, failed within thirty years.
Organized in 1845, fotir years after the Pine lake Colony of G. Unonius in 
Wisconsin, this early Iowa settlement became established under the leader­
ship of Peter Cassel, a millwright in his native parish of Kisa, 
Ostergotland, Sweden. When Cassel's small band of Swedes arrived in 
New York, they met Pehr Dahlberg, who had arrived a couple of years earlier, 
Dahlberg persuaded them to settle at New Sweden instead of at their 
original destination near Pine River, Wisconsin, Once settled, despite 
the ravages of cholera dtiring the early 1850's, the settlement had grown 
to about 700 people by 1860, The approximate 86 families together owned 
over 5»000 acres. The Lutheran congregation was now:-ready to build a 
more substantial church biiilding. Under the direction of local builder, 
Henri Jangle, they erected the present church as a replacement for their 
log church of 1851.
In 1948 the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America declared 
the New Sweden Chapel to be a National Synodical Shrine, Prince Bertil 
and the Archbishop of Sweden participated with 3,000 people in the 
ceremonies at the site that unveiled a commemorative marker and plaque.
As the oldest of 1,269 congregations, the New Sweden Chapel holds a 
special meaning to the 6ore than 600,000 members of the Augustana Synod 
as well as for the many descendants of Swedish immigrants today. The 
building itself is typical of the hundreds of rural Swedish immigrant 
churches in the United States, many of which no longer exist. In New 
Sweden and other Swedish communities the pioneer Lutheran church formed 
an important part of the rural scene and in the lives of both members and 
non-members. The New Sweden church has spanned the whole course of Swedish 
immigration from the first permanent settlement to their nearly complete 
absorption into American life and of their Swedish church into an American 
church.
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Acreage Justification:
The inclusion of two acres of land in this nomination was made for historical 
reasons. The church and surrounding cemetery are located on this land. Although 
the area covered by actual gravesites is somewhat less than Ais, these two 
acres conprise the original church property. They were acquired from the 
U.S. government in 1851, and a log church erected thereon. It was replaced 
in 1860 by the present structure. The total amount of church property is now 
about 16 acres, as more was acquired for a parsonage in later years. For 
purposes of this nomination, however, only the original two acres are significant.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 24 August 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review Committee, 
please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms 

for the following historic property:
NeVf Sweden Chapfti ^ T,nr.Tcridgfi Twp^ ^ .Tp-F-Ff>r«;nn ______________

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordance with procedures 

for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places. 

flttachFd~ iS'71 rnpy fif thp h.^m.I hy ill'll rUvimnn tn mept.

requirements pertaining to fitri^lic riotTflcalion 5TTJ cuiiiiienL tjh&-r-eques.ted 

by the NatTOTial Park Service.

Sincerely,

iL^A.4^
Adrian D. Anderson, Director

-1

B.13 MAC UEAN HAUL. . IOWA CITY. IOWA 53342
TEUEPHONE 3 19-353-6949/3 IS-353-4.1 S6



201 N. 1st Ave, Apt. 207 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240

February 17, 1977
The Hon, Dick Clark 
Room 404
Old House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515-

Dear Senator Clark:

Many people in Iowa and the United States will be very grateful if you can, by a 
nhone call or whatever, restart action on the approval of the nomination of the NEVJ 
SUEDM CHAPEL in LOCKRIDGE TOWNSHIP, JEFFERSON COUNTY, IOWA to the National Register 

Places. This was made in March, 1976, approved by the State Review Com­
mittee in July and sent to the National office in the Office of Archeology and Preser­
vation, National Park Service, Department of the Interior for final approval. There 
it is filed by name (New Sweden Chapel) under Iowa. Jefferson Countv.

Consideration of the nomination had been started but now the State Office here reports 
that in December action on nominations on file in Washington was halted. A vague 
explanation was given for this that has to do with involvement of the Washington staff 
with tax breaks for owners of private property listed in the National Register of His- 

Places. I see no reason why they should have tax breaks and am not aware that 
the National Park Service has anything to do with taxation.

2.

3.

Tho nomination of the Chapel is based on the following and is well documented.
1. Founded in 1845 the New Sweden settlement was the first permanent Swedish 

immigrant settlement in the United States,
In January I848 the immigrants organized a church which became the first, or 
oldest, congregation of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the largest 
of the Swedish-American churches in the United States,
The log church was replaced by a frame church in i860. In 1948 this was named 
the New Sweden Chapel and dedicated as a national shrine of the Augustana Synod.

4. After 1963, when the Augustana Synod merged with other bodies- to form the Luth­
eran Church in America, the title to the Chapel was transferred to the Lutheran 
Church in Lockridge, Iowa. The Chapel is open to visitors and its register has 
names from all parts of the country. It is used for special services by the 
Lockridge and Swedesburg churches and old families use the cemetery.

5. The Chapel^is the only structure that has survived unchanged from early New 
Sv;eden immigrant days. It stands on the site of the log church, has not been 
remodeled, and has its original furnishings - pews, hand-carved altar and pulpit, 
communion railing, brass oil-lamu fixtures, Stuckstedt bell, and, jn the hnlcony, 
pews from the old log church and a very rare all wooden pipe organ hand-built by 
a member of the church in 1861-62,

The New Sweden Chapel committee was told that the nomination to the National Register 
of...His'toric Places would surely be approved by now so that diiring a campaign for funds 
its national recognition could be announced. This would give people increased assur­
ance that the structure would be preserved and not bulldozed, as was once threatened.

PLEASE IiET,P.
Sincerely yours,

QjKdxiJl. A'.
(Mrs.) Anklth K. Mukloh

i
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 
March 17, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Department of Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am writing in regard to the New Sweden Chapel, 
Lockridge Township, Jefferson County, Iowa.

A letter from a constituent states that they are 
hoping for approval of the nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places soon, since they would 
like to announce its national recognition during a 
campaign fund drive. They face the possibility of 
the building being razed, as was once threatened, 
and they need the assurance of preservation to 
help raise funds.

Anything you can do to expedite this matter will be 
appreciated.

Sine

Jiiti^^ach 
Member of Congress

JL:mh

OFFICES:

1724 Longworth House Office Buiuiing 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225.6576

210 Jefferson 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 
(319) 752.4584

131 East 4th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 
(319) 326-1841

400 South Clinton 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 (319)351-0062
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HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA.» CHAIRMAN
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS. 
GEORGE MC GOVERN, 8. DRK. 
JAMES b. ALL^ ALA.
HUBERT H, HUMPHREY, MINN. 
WALTER D. HUDDLESTON, KY. 
DICK CLARK, IOWA 
RICHARD B. STONE, FLA. ^ 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT.

ROBERT DOLE, KAN8. 
MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK. 
CARL T. CURTIS, NCBR. 
HENRY BELLMON, OK LA. 
JESSE HELMS. N.C.

« MICHAEL R. MC LEOD 
GENERAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

QlCnHcb
COMMITTEE ON 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

March 17, 1977

Congressional Liaison 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached for your consideration is a copy of a letter I received 
from a constituent, Mrs. Ardith K. Melloh.

I am appreciative of any information you might provide so that I 
can reply to the specifics raised in Mrs. Melloh's letter.

Please direct your reply to my office in the Federal Building, 
101 First Street S.E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

DC:cb
enclosure

Sincerely,

Dick Clark
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STATE ini/A
Date Entered WAR 2 5 1977

Mane

Horn

Scfazaldt Bcnise

First Congregational Church 

/new 5eeden Chapel

location

Decorah vicinity 
WLnnasheifc Coimty

Elkadar 
Clayton County

Camavlllo 
Clayton County

lockridge 
Jefferson County

Also notified

Bon. Jac»s A. S. Wh Divlsi!^' Kiatorlcal Dapartaant
Begional Director. Midwest B-13 I<acLLn ^«8«rvatlon

' low* City, Iowa 52242

880 MMott/row 3/29/77
i
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Honorable Dick Clark 
Httited States Senator 
Federal Bnlldlag 
101 First Street, S.E.
Cedar Raipids, Iowa 52401

Dear Senator Clark:

Thaid: you for your recent letter on behalf of Hra. Ardith K. Melloh 
coQceralng the aonioatioa of the Heu Sweden Cha{»el, Jfflfreon 
C<Htntx, |cicai> '■
We are pleased to advise you that the Hev Sweden Chapel was entered 
In the Mational Register on March 25, 1977.

We appreciate y«ir Interest In the historic preservation prograaw 
of the Rational Park Service.

fe-'
Sincerely yours.

Director

cc: Your Washington Office

bcc:
Mr. Adrian Anderson 
Director
State Historical Department 
Division of Historic Preservation 
B-13 MacLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242) w/c of inc.

Regional Director, Midwest Region) w/c of inc. 

001-Reading File 160) 190) 700 760 880)

FNP:KCole:aep:4/7/77 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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BCHKarttble Jim Lmeh 
Boom of Bigpare8«Dtativea 
WaitoingtoQ, D.C.

S««r )(&r. imtciii

Ttmik ycm f«r yt»cr recant letter eooeeraijBg nMdnfttloB 
<s£ the Sear Seeflee Ctwq^, Jeffereoa Covait^, Iowa.

We are pleased to advise you that the Sew Sweden Chi^^ ms 
listed in the liatioi»a Eegister esi March 2$, 1977-

9e aj^preeiate your interest in bisterie preservatiea.

Sincerely’ yesars,

/Sgd/ Jtrry L. Rogers 
ACTii\G ASSOCIATE

Director

bcc;
Mr. Adrian Anderson 
Director
State Historical DQ»rtment 
Division of Historic Presearvation 
B-13 MacLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242 ) w/c of inc. 

Regional Director Midwest)

001 Reading File 
160) / 190)
700 / 760 
880) /

FNP:K Cole:If:4-11-77 (BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 88O)
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