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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miller Stovewood House is a simple one and one-half story dwelling with 
a vernacular Classical comice and exterior window and door trim. The original 
portion of the house measures x 2b feet and has a gable roof. The gabled 
end of the house presents a synmetfical appearence with a door flanked by two 
windows on the ground floor and a window above the door for the second floor.
There are also two windows on either side of the house. The house has a full 
basement with walls of native limestone. The structure is of oak split in the 
manner of stovewood laid up with a mortar composed of ash and lime. The exterior 
walls are furred and covered with clapboards. They range from 16 to 18 inches in 
thickness.

The interior of the house is simple. There are four rooms on the first floor 
with simple cut wood floors and six over six double hung sash windows for light.
A steep narrow stair leads to the second floor which has two rooms. The interior 
walls are of a traditional frame construction. The house was originally heated 
by wood stoves vented to a central chimney. The chimney is still extant below the 
roof line.

There are two additions to the house; both of frame construction. One to the 
rear of the house and the other to the rear portion of the south side.

The Stovewood House was moved in April of 1976 to the grounds of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Museum where it will be restored as a mueeum and house of the 
mid 1800's. The move was the only way to preserve the building after a developer 
began construction of a series of condominiums on the original site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

typeThe Miller Stovewood House is one of three known dwellings of this 
in the United States. At one point there were two other known houses of similar 
construction in Decoran, one was tom down twenty years ago, the other little over 
a year ago. The other- two existing dwellings are located in Wisconsin.

Norris Miller, a carpenter, came to Decorah from Ohio in 1855 and purchased- 
a townlot. A year later he built his house of stovewood. Miller's choice of oak 
stovewood as a building material is understandable. One hundred and twenty years 
ago large forests of oak surrounded Decorah, and oak stovewood was probably much 
more readily available and certianly less expensive than sawed boards. The existence 
of at least two other houses of similar construction built roughly at the same 
time, perhaps by Norris Miller, tends to confirm this.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

14 April 1976Date:

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review Committee, 
please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms 

for the following historic property:
Norris Miller House, 118 North Mill, Decorah, Iowa 

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordance with procedures 

for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Attached is a copy of the procedures used by this Division to meet 
requirements pertaining to public notification and comment as requested 

by the National Park Service.
Sincerely,

Adrian D. Anderson, Director

B.13 MAC LEAN HAUL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52342
TELEPHONE 3 19-353-6949/319-353-4156



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

SUBJECT: Procedures Concerning Naminations of Historic Properties to the
National Register of Historic Places.

1. Nomination forms sutmitted to Division.

2. Dr/ision staff edits nomination forms to prepare tnem tor consideration at 
quarterly meetings of State Ncmination Review Ccmiittee.

3. Public notification of meeting in paper of greatest circulation (Des Moines 

Register) 10 days prior to meeting. Pioperty owners notified of meeting date 

and c^portunity to corment approximately 10 days prior to meeting date. Cccies 

of nomination forms forwarded to Review Committee maiibers approximately 10 days 

prior to scheduled quarterly meeting date.

4. Ncmination Review Ccmiittee reviews nominations and conments received, and 

reconmends approval or rejection of nominations. Property owners notified of 
Coarmittees decision and given an opportunity to comment (20 days) .

5. Twenty days after notification of owner concerning the Comnittee's decision, 
the State Historic Preservation Officer shall sign nonination forms for State and 

transmit them to the National Register o.f Historic Places.

6. N.R. staff review nomirations and approves or rejects; federal register will 
priblish notification and opportunity for comment.

7. National Register will notify State Historic Preservation Officer of its 

decision, and SHPO will notify Board and Property owner and person nominating the 

property.

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 53343

TELEPHONE 319-353-694.9/319-353-41S6
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE -loiat
Date Entered JUN 8 1976

Name Location

Miller y librris. Rouse Decorah
Winneshiek County

Also Notified

Hon. Richard C, Clark 
Hon. John C. Culver 
Ron. Michael T. Blouln 
Regional Director, Midwest Regionv^R;MMott: 6/10/76

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Adrian Anderson
Director, State Historical Departmeoit
Division of Historic Preservation
B 13 McLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242

INT: 2980-75



NR Data Sheet
o

Reviewer '^ITIALS:

GX. Si075JUN

NAME AS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: ,

OTHEK EMS. J)/a_

CITY^WN aJ O-^ >r^ ^ / C^GBtbilONAL DIS1HH,| j

COUNTY

/ 9/
OWNER OF property: (Circle)

ADMINISTRATOR(underline)

iTATE LCX:AL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST-' ""MIDWEST,-

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN V7EST PACIFIC NORTffl>ffiST

features: JNTERIOR
Substantially intact-1 

_ unknown - 4

EXTERIOR
vTSubstantially intact-2
_unknown .-5
_ not applicable - 8

ENT/IRONS
-,;:^bstantiallv intact-3 

Cl^^knoYm -6
_ not applicable - 7 - not applicable - 8 ^pij cable-9

CONDITION - ^CEUENT
IMOOD

_EAIR

-^0ACCESS-

—Interior, exterior, environs not intact
_DETERIORATEO 
—RUINS

—UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed
_TJnexcavate<^ , \ —Excavated

Not ^plicable

—UNALTERED Oninitim HTT ... lin ,
V^^ALTERED .^"‘’"’^OVED

TTnlfwoiimi....

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricte<^L.No accesj

historic district? yes
Unknown

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME:

YES

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK?
IF YES, NAME:

YES

ADAPTIVE use; (^)

FUNCTION (S); (use vocabulary words)

then-

Saved ? YES NO

now

significance;

—ARCHEOLOUY-PHEHISTORIC 
—AflCHEOLOGY-HtSTORiC 
—AGRICULTURE
^Architecture

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

Claims
'firsts.’ YES

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

NO

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 
—LAW/Gov't/politiCS —SCIENCE 
—UTERATURE 
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC

-PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—SOaALHUMANITARIAN

_entertainment
-.health
_recreation
—settlement
_socio/cultural
—urban & commun 

planning

oldest’-’ YES NO 'only’-’ YES NO
4f



architectural style: ^
architec0n^uild^ ^^^^‘^'^^ngineer:

landscap^garden designer: artist/artisan:
interior decorator; hnii^ /

Dui Ider/contractor.'-

ETHNIC group:

names; personal /2
(label role 

&
appropriate date)

events

institutional \

dates: date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /^^ -

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ^ ^ ^1^^

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) : / ^ S Q ~~

source; (OF NOMINATION) CfglVATE^ STATE 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:
ACREAGE, nearest tenth of an acre) # ^

LOCAL GOV'T MUNI :IPAL COUNTY

comments: (include architectural information here)

SIGNIFICANCE:(maxii

^ ^ tmim b Taj.

ic( (L^W<i4-W^Xb/i-AJ "RaJc .


