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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miller Stovewood House is a simple one and one-half story dwelling with
a vernacular Classical cornice and exterior window and door trim. The original
portion of the house measures 22 x 26 feet and has a gable roof. The gabled
end of the house presents a symmetrical appearence with a door flanked by two
windows on the ground floor and a window above the door for the second floor.
There are also two windows on either side of the house. The house has a full
basement with walls of native limestone. The structure is of oak split in the
manner of stovewood laid up with a mortar composed of ash and lime. The exterior
walls are furred and covered with clapboards. They range from 16 to 18 inches in
thickness.

The interior of the house is simple. There are four rooms on the first floor
with simple cut wood floors and six over six double hung sash windows tor light.
A steep narrow stair leads to the second floor which has two rooms. The interior
walls are of a traditional frame construction. The house was originally heated
by* wood stoves vented to a central chimney. The chimney is still extant below the
roof line. -

There are two additions to the house: both of frame construction. Une to the
rear of the house and the other to the rear portion of the south side.

The Stovewood House was moved in April of 1976 to the grounds of the Norwegian-
American Historical Museum where it will be restored as a mueeum and house of the
mid 1800's. The move was the only way to preserve the building after a developer
began construction of a series of condominiums on the original site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miller Stovewood House is one of three known dwellings of this type

in the United States. At one point therewere two other known houses of similar

construction in Decorah, one was torn down twenty years ago, the other little over

a year ago. The other two existing dwellings are located in Wisconsin.
Norris Miller, a carpenter, came to Decorah from Chio in 1855 and purchased.

a townlot. A year later he built his house of stovewood. Miller's choice of oak

stovewood as a building material is understandable. One hundred and twenty years

ago large forests of oak surrounded Decorah, and oak stovewood was probably much

more readily available and certianly less expensive than sawed boards. The existence

of at least two other houses of similar construction built roughly at the same

time, perhaps by Norris Miller, tends to confirm this.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 14 April 1976 A “~”“:;?§x

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review Committee,
please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms

for the following historic property:

Norris Miller House, 118 North Mill, Decorah, Iowa

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordance with procedures
for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places.
Attached is a copy of the procedures used by this Division to meet
requirements pertaining to public notification and comment as requested
by the National Park Service.

Sincerely,

AL A fleon

Adrian D. Anderson, Director

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.-353.6949/319-353-4186



B
, STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

SUBJECT: Procedures Concerning Nominaticns of Historic Properties to the

National Register of Historic Places.

1. Nomination forms submitted to Division.

2. Division staff edits nomination forms to prepare them ror consideration at

quarterly meetings of State Nomination Review Committee.

3. Public notification of meeting in paper of greatest circulation (Des Moines
Register) 10 days prior to meeting. Propei:ty owners notified of meeting date

and opportunity to comment approximately 10 days prior to meeting date. Copies
of nomination forms forwarded to Review Committee members approximately 10 days

prior to scheduled quarterly meeting date.

4. Namination Review Committee reviews nominations and comments received, and
recamends approval or rejection of nominations. Property owners notified of
Committees decision and given an opportunity to comment (20 days).

5. Twenty days after notification of owner concerning the Cormittee's decisian,
the State Historic Preservation Officer shall sign nomination forms for State and

transmit them to the National Register of Historic Places.

6. N.R. staff review nomirations and approves or rejects; tederal register will

publish notification and opportunity for comment.

7. National Register will notify State Historic Preservation Officer of its

decision, and SHPO will notify Board and Property owner and person naminating the

property.

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY, IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353.6949/319.353.4186



WASO-166 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DATE
(August 1971) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 4'30 "17(-5

TIME OF CALL
TELEPHONE REPORT 91320
1. cace [ ] 7o: [X! FroM (Wame) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed)
lodd Hozingo Towa

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

Miller Morgis House | Winnesniex County , TA

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION @

Todd called in  rsponse to o queshion Gom  'someone”
here  eoncerning bib hogrphical  seurces  Supporting Ihatr claim
that the Miller House & 4of 3 lnown rcmdnmhg struchures
of  Stove wood tnshuchm.

Tn the Wisconsin Acatumic Revewd , XY, #3 1974

touewood. Archi JPC}UR:

Thee is an article "théeonsin S
n which e Auwhor  Richard . 2. Ternn  shates

Yok Mave ave 2 Known  Shovewood shuctures— bokh 0
WT . 50 whn Towa feund +nors, J/huj added—
| 40 2 +got 3 Thas - 1083 —

NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL TITLE OFFICE

Muctuy ~

GPO 897.848



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TOWA.
Date Entered JUN 81975

Name Location
Miller, Norris, House Decorah

Winneshiek County

Also Notified

Hon. Richard C. Clark State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Johm C. Culver Mr. Adrian Anderson
Hon., Michael T. Blouin Director, State Historical Department
ional Director, Midwest Region Division of Historic Preservation
ﬁ?m Mott: 6/10/76 B 13 McLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242

INT: 2950«75



DATE: -—-2 7’ 7£

& NR Data Sheet I S

’)

¥ JUN 6 1075
0,

\’ I Llery Mernc>, MHousz G~
NAME 55 17 ARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: %ﬁ%ﬁ%%é%%
OTHER NAMES: J&MW§ ec)

LOCAHON:
s 2 M%_—é
o

ciTy. Town g REbeUNAL DISTRICT )
VICINITY OF Wh/
S\(I COUNTY /\,{/ code

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circle) ‘TATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY  OTHER

ADMINTSTRATOR (underline) BEDFRELIBGENCY NAME] ¢ R

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC  MID ATLANTIC  SOUTHEAST ~ MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

L]
FE ATURES e INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRCNS
¥ Substantially intact-1 YV Substantially intact-2 Substantially intact-3

— unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 known -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 Not ?plz cakle-9
ule Ot

~Interior, exterior, cnvircns not intact

CONDITION ~ _(E;CELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED
GOOD _—_RUINS Y/ALTERED re [MOVED / 4 7
__UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unkne

;:’:1,_, —UnexcavateAd ~Excavated
—* Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted Unknown
1storic district ? YES @
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @

IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? XES @
' IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE; @ /@ Saved ? YES NO -

FUNCTION (S): (use vdbcabulary words)

then" ’y\ApQ/
S
,‘*‘/" e
K \
/ RN
now\ i
\m
T
SIGNIFICANCE:
L]
— ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —1aw/Gov 't /politics _science —health
__AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __recreation
VARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILTARY —SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
_ART __ENGINEERING _Music —socio/cultural
__COMMERCE __EXPLORATION __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION _urban & commun
__COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
__INVENTION -
.
Claims

te o ’
first? ves o oldest?’ ves wo *only?? ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: O
2

architecl/m %ﬂ’l/lx@ ; engineer:
artist/artisan:

landscape/garden designer:
interior decorator: builder/ contractor;-

ETHNIC GROUP:

Virie Gulle 1954

NAMES: —

(label role
&

appropriate date)
events

institutional

DATES!  oate oF consTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / (7 5' é
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: MW /ﬂp’u—bdz ) / 77 6

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S)

SOUR’CE: (OF NOMINATION) STATE LOCAL Gov"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY
° OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:
) ACREAGE:(to nearest tenth of an acre) 5’
COMMENTS (include architectural information here) 1’
O ‘ Wu:(,\rslrnwooci pw%l‘l Qﬁo.fﬁwcmo\»- AR S%ww— vvv\mc&'dg\n.q L sA
«nymm ’ Jv,wn ad rasde (k&&\:"\fw
/'//

SIGNIFICANCE:(maXJ.m m o sentences)
%WMM,UM%MWMM
9$*UQJ¢rvm£ e et Ha ?*%RQ;EA—S%*TEEEb |

V.S .

L2



