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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
X-600D

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
X-UNALTERED

—ALTERED

CHECK ONE
^ORIGINAL SITE 
—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ho^Dadc Bridge has a span of 96 feet? including the a^roaches, 154 feet; width 
is 15 feet. The flat-top wood roof is covered with tarred metal sheeting. It 
is constructed using the Town lattice, a crisscross wi^ of planks on each side 
reinforced by a diagonal-horizontal arc, and held toother with bolts.
The bapTC stnacture is of native lixiher, inclioding the plank flooring. Each end 
rests on steel tube pilings vhich replaced the original wood jri:lings. The out
side cover is of six^inch boards, some of which have been r^laced. Hhe struc
ture is painted red with vhite trim.
The Hogback Bridge retains its original appearance, as well as its original 
setting. It is set at the south end of a long wooded ridge (hogback-sh^>ed).
The surrounding valleys to the east and west are farm ground with a backgrou^ 
of wooded hills. Maintenance is very adequate, and there is a posted load }.imit 
for the structure.

j
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

H.P. Jones constructed a number of covered brix3ges in the Winterset regim. Al- 
thougl\ his structures were based x^icai the Town lattice plan popular in New England, 
Jones details imiquely his own. Richard S. Allen writes; "For sii^
structure, Jones used caisscn piers, and he buttressid the sides of his spans 
with taut gi:y rods attacihed to protruding floor beams. Inside, his single- 
web lattices were usually given the extra reinforcanait of auxiliary arches, 
queenposts, or a combination of the tswo. Jones* most startling innovation 
was the virtual eliminaticni of the conventional highr-pitdied roof. His 
bridges are tightly weathel^-boarded to the eaves, and their roofs have only 

a very slight pitcdi... .These squared tubular covered bridges.. .teve a imicpe 
appearance dipUcated only in a few other places in the world." Cppioi-H)

Covered bridges are an endangered species throughout the Uni^ States, and 
merit preservation everyvdiere as exanples of 19th-century utilitarian con
cepts. A teidge by Jones, with its combination of tradition and innovation 
in engii^ering, is if possible even more deserving of protection.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN Q. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFPICBR

Date: 21 Aprim976

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C.

27 B78l>
NATIONAL 
REGISTER

Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review CommTttee, 

please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms 

for the following historic property:
Hogback Covered Bridge, Douglas Twp., Sect. 14, Madison County, Iowa 

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordance with procedures 

for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Attached is a copy of the procedures used by this Division to meet 
requirements pertaining to public notification and conment as requested 

by the National Park Service.
Sincerely.

Adrian D. Anderson, Director

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 523-42
TELEPHONE 3 1 S - 3 5 3 - S 94 9 / 3 1 © - 3 53-^1 05

iWlli



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

SUBJECT: Procedures Conoeming Nominations of Historic Properties to the
National Register of Historic Places.

1. Nomination forms submitted to Division.

2. Division staff edits nomination forms to pr^>are tneoa tor consideration at 
quarterly meetings of State Nomination Review Conmittee.

3. Public notification of meeting in paper of greatest circulation (Des Moines 

Register) 10 days prior to meeting. Property owners notified of meeting date 

and opportunity to corrment approximately 10 days prior to meeting date. Copies 

of nomination forms forwarded to Review Committee members approximately 10 days 

prior to soheduled quarterly meeting date.

4. Nomination Review Conmittee reviews nominations and oonments received, and 

reconmends aj^oval or rejection of nominations. Property owners notified of 
Coninittees d^ision and given an opportunity to comment (20 days).

5. Twenty days after notification of owner concerning the Corrmittee’s decision, 
the State Historic Preservation Officer shall sign nomination forms for State and 

transmit them to the National Register of Historic Places.

6. N.R. staff xev±&fj nomirjations and approves or rejects; federal register will 
publish notification and ppportunity for comment.

7. National Register will notify State Historic Preservation 

decision, and SHPO will notify Board and Property owner and 

prcpeirty.

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA SZZAZ
TELEPHONE 319-353

RECEIVED
2 7 797S^

NATIONAL
REGISTER

186



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 1

12 August 1976

To; Ms, Lanon, National Register
From: Martha Bowers, Iowa Division of Historic Preservation
ffere are the corrected HIM references you requested on 11 July for 
prt^erties in Madison County, Iowa: s

•"’^lliwell Covered Bridge 15/419/75,0 4574/780 
<^dar Covered Bridge 15/417/120. 4579/610 
fc.<Ifogback Covered Bridge 15/412/520 4581/975 

Covered Bridge 15/429/100_ 4569/p70 
Ifedison County Courthouse 15/415/365 4576/225
ife are unable to locate our copy of the map for the Motor Mill townsite 
in Clayton County. Could you please send us a Xerox of that map? We 
will then recon?)ute the HIM references for it and notify you.

thank you.

Martha Bowers 
Historical Surveyor

^3

B*13 MAC LEAN HAUL . IOWA CITY. IOWA S2E4E
TELEPHONE 3 1 0 - 3 5 3 - 6 0A S / 3 1 © - 3 5 3 - A 1 S 6

iJ
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particularly in the elimination of the traditional 
hlg^-pitched roof in favor of-a very^lowpitchedg^^^
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