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Qowner of property
NAME

Board of Trustees, Cornell College

STREETS NUMBER

CITY, TOWN
Mt. Vernon vicinity of
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Iowa

"^LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. j^inn County Courthouse
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE

X-EXCELLENT

—GOOD

—FAIR

.DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

—UNALTERED
JLaltered

CHECK ONE
JLoriginalsite 
—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The King Memorial Chapel is a cruciform-plan structure built in the high Victorian 
Gothic style. It is constructed of undressed yellow dolomite, laid in a random 
ashlar pattern. The structure is marked by three towers. One islpquare-slded, 
with louvred, pointed-arched openings on each side; the four-sided spire bears 
four clocks and a mansard spire topped by a decorative iron railing. Another 
is round, in four sections devided by stringcourses. The lower three sections 
are pierced by pointed-arched openings, the fourth by circular windows. The 
round spire is surmounted by a molded tin pinnacle. A third tower at the rea^ 
is square-based and also pierced by pointed-arched lights.

Windows throughout the building exhibit Gothic tracery and are filled with 
stained glass, including the transom over the entry.

Two of the three chimneys have pressed tin decorative pinnacles above the flue 
openings. The gable roof is covered in composition shingle resembling slate.

The interior has undergone some alteration, but still contains much fine wood­
work, including beamed ceilings. Exterior changes have been limited to the re­
moval of decorative wrought-lron roof cresting, replacement of main entrance 
doors, removal of a flagpole and the original slate roof, and the addition of 
a spiral fire escape.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
— 1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
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—1900-
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—ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS
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—CONSERVATION
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X.EDUCATION
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—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE
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—PHILOSOPHY
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—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE 
—S0CIA17HUMANITARIAN 
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—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1875-76 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Cass Chapman

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Architecturally, King Chapel is an excellent example of the high Victorian Gothic 
style. In addition, the chapel has served as a cultural center for Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon, and a wide geographic area. The 19th-century Iowa colleges were part of 
a movement to spread culture among the poeple. The Iowa gentry supported such 
efforts, and colleges became the spearhead of the movement. Comess and the 
chapel played a role in this effort, offering lectures, concerts, and performances 
which were open to the public. These activities brought together town and gown, 
farmer and gentleman, all seeking cultural enrichment.

Providing seating for over 1000 persons was an asset. The admission fees gained 
from a large audience enabled the college to negotiate with a variety of artists 
and famous people. Among those appearing at King Chapel over the years were 
William Howard Taft, Amelia Earhart, Carl Sandburg, Frank Lloyd Wright, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Walter Gieseking.

As a house of worship, the chapel has a unique history, having never been the 
home of a formal and established congregation. Religious services were originally 
required as part of the educational experience provided by the college, and in 
later years the building has served as a worship place for meetings of the 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, and for special meetings of 
other denominations.

While the predominate use of the chapel is currently as an auditorium, the 
symbolism found in the cruciform plan and the windows continues to give the 
building an essentially religious character. It is perhaps the largest such 
religious structure in the state which is not supported by an active congre­
gation of adherents.
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Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WlTHIN THE STATE IS.

STATE X
NATIONAL. LOCAL.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date: 26 April 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Murtagh:
Having received approval by Iowa's State Nominations Review Committee, 
please find enclosed completed National Register nomination forms
for the following historic property:

King Memorial Chapel, Mt. Vernon, Linn County, Iowa

This is submitted for review by your staff in accordance with procedures 

for entering properties in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Attached is a copy of the procedures used by this Division to meet 
requirements pertaining to public notification and comment as requested 

by the National Park Service.
Sincerely,

Adrian D. Anderson, Director

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY, IOWA 523-42
TELEPHONE 3 1 9 - 3 5 3. € 9-4 9 / 3 1 8 ■ 3 53 .-4 1 6 6



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION If
ADRIAN DrANDEF^<pN. DIRE' 

HISTORIC P>5ESER/jT^ft;jr.^WiOFFICI

\ /

SUBJECT: Procediares Conceming Ncminations of Historic Properties to the
National Register of Historic Places.

1. Nonination fonns submitted to Division.

2. Division staff edits nomination forms to prepare tnem tor oonsideration at 
quarterly meetings of State Nomination Review Coranittee.

3. Public notification of meeting in paper of greatest circulation (Des Moines 

Register) 10 days prior to meeting. Property owners notified of meeting date 

and c^ortunity to corment approximately 10 days prior to meeting date. Copies 

of nomination forms forwarded to Review Coranittee members approximately 10 days 

prior to scheduled quarterly meeting date.

4. Nomination Review Coranittee reviews nominations and coranents received, and 

recommends approval or rejection of ncminations. Property owners notified of 
Committees decision and given an opportunity to comment (20 days).

5. IWenty d^s after notification of owner concerning the Coranittee’s decision, 
the State Historic Preservation Officer shall sign nomination forms for State and 

transmit them to the National Register of Historic Places.

6. N.R. staff review ncmiriations and ^jproves or rejects; tederai register will 
publish notification and opportunity for oarment.

7. National Register will notify State Historic Preservation Officer of its 

decision, and SHPO will notify Board and Prcperty owner and person nominating the 

property.

B.13 MAC LEAN HAUL . IOWA CITY. IOWA SZZA2.
TELEPHONE 319-353-6949/319-353-4186



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE lOUA

Date Entered
NOV 7 1S7o

Ncime Location

Floral ILall

Shot Tower

Thedlnga, J. H., House

Western H.otel

King Memorial Cliapel

Elkader Keystone bridge

College Hall

Carter House

Tipton vicinity 
Cedar County

Dubuque
Dubuque County 

Dubuque
Dubuque County

Holy Cross vicinity 
Dubuque County

^ft, Vernon 
Lina County

rlkader
Clayton County 

Fayette
Fayette County 

Elkader
Clayton County

Also Notified
Hon. Dick Clark 
Hon. John C. Culver 
Uon. Michael T. Dlouln 
Regional Director, Midwest 

Region

880 MMott/row 11/11/76

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. .\drlan Anderson
Director, State Historical Department
Division of Historic Preservation
B-13 MacLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242

INTt 2960.78
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