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STATE;
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COUNTY:

Scott
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ENTRY DATE

{1..HAME ______________ ^
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COMMON:

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
AND/OR HISTORIC:Grace Cathedral
■OCATiON ■ ■ ___________________
STREET ANa NUMBER;121 West 12th Street
CITY OR TOWN?

Davenport
STATE

Iowa
CODE

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

First
COUNTY:

Scott 163
15. CLASSIFICATION
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

I I District ^ Building

r~l Site Q Structure

Q Object

P Public 
Privote 
Both

Public Acquisition:

Q In Process 
n Being Considered

STATUS

Occupied 
r~l Unoccupied 
□ Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

□ Restricted 
[XI Unrestricted

□ No

'present use (Check One or More as Appropriate)

□ Agricultural 
I I .Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

n Government 
I I Industrial

□ Military

□ Museum

□ Pork
□ Private Residence 
ft Religious

I I Scientific

r~l Transportation 
□ Other fSpecfft^^^^VPlZ^

6wnER‘S NAME:

Trinity Episcopal Parish
STREET AND NUMBER:

121 West 12th Street
CiTY OR TOWN:

Davenport
STATE: 1

Iowa 14
liii „f>CAT!ON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHDUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Scott County Courthouse ii
STREET AND NUMBER:

416 West 4th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Davenport Iowa 14

»jfres£ntatiqn in existing surveys
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory
DATE OF SURVEY: 4/30//1 □ Federol ;g] State □ Ceunty □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Iowa State University
STREET AND NUMBER:

xP

---------->
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:
CODE V

Ames ----------------------- Iowa------ —M-



ry. DgSCWPTlON _________________________

CONDITION
CX Excellent □ Good □ Fair

(Check One)
□ Deteriorated r~l Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
I I Altered Unaltered \ I Moved

(Check One)
1:5 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral is a gracious GothicRevival structure 
of native rock-faced random limestone, resting on a spacious five acre 
area of green space in a largely urbanized area of Davenport, Iowa. 
Measuring 135x82 feet, the building is four bays long and three bays 
wide with a basilica plan and semicircular apse, a small vestry on the 
north and small vestibule on the southwest side. Dressed Indiana 
limestone was used as the cap for the watertable, the bevelling 
of the buttresses, framing of the lancet windows and the compound lancet 
arched do(^way, for the tracery in the large rose window and the 
equilateral triangular arched opening above it. Each side bay is 
divided by stone buttresses, a group of three attached lancet arched win 
and, in the steeply pitched composition gable roof, by a single triangul 
dormer. An uninterrupted band of clerestory windows, one foot high, str 
the length of the roof dividing the two, pitches of the roof on the exteri 
and distinguishing the nave from the aisles on the interior. Iron 
roof cresting along the ridge terminates with one stone cross 
at each end. On the interior, three"wood flooring and some slate 
flooring meets black painted wainscoting which in turn meets 
white plaster walls. Laminated wood beams, highlighted with 
vermilion, form an interesting and intricate complex of transverse 
and rib arches whose composition resembles medieval roof timbering.
The gold painted star-shaped bolts fastening these wood members 
in addition to gold stenciling on the terra-cotta color chancel and 
apse ceilings, comprise the only sign of rich ornamentation on the 
interior. Although the interior of the church may have 
been redecorated in parts, no major or distracting alterations have 
disturbed the integrity ofthe building as a whole.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian! □ 16th Century

I I 15th Century CZI Century g 18th Century 
19th Century

I \ 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Appticabte and Known) 1873
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal O Education*

Cl Prehistoric Q Engineering

□ Historic □ Industry

□ Agriculture Q Invention

Architecture Q Landscape

1 1 Art Architecture

I I Commerce Q Literature

□ Communications q Military

□ Conservation q

I I Political 
^1^ Religion/Phi- 

losophy 
i I Science 
r~] Sculpture 
I 1 Social/Human- 

itarian 
I 1 Theater 
I I Transportation

[~~1 Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

This distinctive cathedral derives its significance from its 
architecture—the Gothic Revival (late) Style, and as the work of 
a noted architect who trained under Richard M. Upjohn, Edward,
Tuckerman Potter.
While Episcopal Church's organized mission effort in Iowa fell 
considerably behind that of the energetic Methodists, Congregationalists 
and Catholics, by 1853 there was talk among Iowa Episcopalians 
that a diocese should be established. Within one year jurisdiction 
over Iowa parishes was shifted from Reverend Kemper, Bishop of 
Wisconsin, to Jjenry Washington Lee, the rector of a wealthy church 
in New York seT^ted afllie first Tpiscopal Bishop of Iowa.

After surveying the needs of the new diocese. Bishop Lee 
established Davenport as his "See City." An impressive, dynamit man 
from a New England family endowed with considerable means. Bishop 
Lee skillfully solicited funds over the years from men of wealth 
and through his family connections in eastern parishes. By 1867 
his episcopate was able to commence the construction of "The 
Bishop's Church," Trinity Cathedral (Known at that time as Grace 
Cathedral.)
For the design of the building Bishop Lee had contacted one of 
the leading church architects inthe country, Edward Tuckerman Potter 
of New York City. POtter, who produced several Victorian buildings 
during the period 1865-1875, studied under Richard Upjohn, a well 
known promoter of the Gothic Revival.
The magnificent Trinity Cathedral was consecrated in mid-1873..
Bishop Lee died little more than a year later. In 1917 the Cook

added nearby (but not included in this application) 
passage, connects the nave and thj

Memorial Parish House 
a cloister or covered 
house proper.



MAJOR &tBL1DGRAI>H<CAt REFERENCES -

Davenport Daily Democrat, June 27, 1867 and June 18, 1873. 
Phelan, Mary Kay. "Heritage of a Dream." Pamphlet.

Shank, Wesley I. "Trinity Cathedral," Studies of Historic 
Iowa Architecture. Engineering Research Institute,
Iowa State University, 1972. Bibliography.
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COUNTY

COUNTY;

COUNTY:

COUNTY:
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NAME AND TITLE:Mrs. Mary Kay Phalen
ORGANI ZATIONTrinity Cathedral Historian
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March, 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:2524 Lorton Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:Davenport Iowa

CODE

-T4“
12. STATg ClAtSOH OFFtCER cfePTlFtCATION " NATIONAL REGiSTERVlm^tCATlOK ..........

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National □ State ^ Local □

Name

Title

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register, '

Date

Director, Office of Archeology and Hiatoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The Regist^
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vtZ state ^PROPER'

WORKING NIMBER

TEC3H REVIEW
PHOTOS

MAPS

CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN a

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT ClfEEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry ^ ~

Send-back
Re-submit //» 7^__________

Entered DEC ^ ^



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE, PROPERTY IS
NAME OF PROPERTY (7^-^/l^a

JHEN THE PROPERTY IS.^E^BMITTE^. DATE: ll-

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4., Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description. ______________________ _

8. Statement of Significance.

Q. Bibliography.
V ^ ^ ‘

A 10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Longitude (or Latitude) appears 

tc be off by about_____________ Please check.
b. -Acreage.

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. __

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.

SIGNED;
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1 ri ni ty EpiStopal Cath6dlraT
AND/OR HISTORIC: GrSCfe Cathedral

2., LOCATIC^ ^
STREET AND NUM BER:

121 West 12th Street
CITY OR TOWN;

Davenport
STATE:

Iowa
CODE

-rr-
SOURCE:

U.S.G.S.
1:24UUU Ax ^ 4- \

4. REQUmgMENTS ________ .
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that the nomination of the Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral in Davenport, Scott County, Iowa to the National Register 
of Historic Places has been approved by a majority of the State 
Review Committee for Historic Sites. We recommend transmittal of the 
nomination forms to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Robert R. Dykstra (y Date

Marshall McKusick

David M. Gradwohl Date

Wesley I.' Shank

tjST T. 0; ^
Peter T. Harstad Date

JJLl, ikhj
■Adrian D. And^son ' ^ Date

£.XJ .-:hPul
Richard Shutler, Jr./'

Date

Date

'ackw. Musgri

Gei^y^F. Schnepf

Date

q S£P9 19741
NATK5flAL /S 

' ^ REGiSTER



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

August 30, 1974

Dr. William J, Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C,
Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination forms for the Trinity Episcopal Church or Cathedral in 
Davenport, Iowa, We would appreciate it if you would review these 
forms for us.
Thankyou,

Sincerely,
W Rec^veO

Adrian D, Anderson
State Historic Preservation Officer

SEP 9 1974 -1
NATIONAL
REGISTER /

ADA/eaf

Enclosure

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 5 2 243
TELEPHONE 31©.353-6049/319-353.4166



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Date Entered DEC ^ ^

Name Location

SiM

Bplaoc^al, Cathedral

ChavokM 
Qiarakaa CSoaaty

Bavaapatt 
Seatt Caantjr

Also Notified

Baa* Wllay Mayaa
Bm. Edaatd Maaaimicy
Ragloaal Dlraetor* Midwest Region

State Materia Frasarratiaa Offiaar
m, Adriaa D. Aadarsm
Biraatar
Divialaa af Biataria Braaarvatioa 
B-13 MaaLaaa Ball 
Xam City* leva S2242

MMott/row 12/29/74
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Mrs, Richard Voa Haur 
2930 Cresrllite thrive 
Qavesiport, Iowa 52803

Dear Mrs. Voa Haor:

Thank you for your meant inquiry concerning the inatallation of an organ in the Trinity J^iacop^ Qmrch, Davei^rt, Iona, and ita effect 
<m the churchnational Register status.

Properties am removed froa the national Register only uhen they have 
ceased to aeet the criteria for the Matitmal Regiatert vbm the qual­ities which twve eatiaed than or^i^inally to be nindLaat*^ have been 
destroyed* «^on proof that an error in pmfessioaal jodgmeM has been 
oade; or for failure to follow the established procedures of the 
Bational Register.

We have been advised by the Iowa State historic preservation office 
that Todd tbrningo of the State staff will be looking at the awtrch 
in tha near future and aaseaaing tl^ adveme effect of this installation. 
In easM of this kind* the ilational Register rcdi.^ heavily on the 
opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer. He is 
Hr. Adrian dndarsoa. Director* State Historical Departaent, Division 
of Historic Preservation* B-13 MacLean Hall, Iowa City, Iowa 52242.
Ha ai^mt you eimault with hln or Hr. Hosing if you have may fur­
ther queatieiM regarding this.

BO appraeiata your concern la this natter m»d hcqte this infomatlen 
will be helpful to you.

% Sincerely youre*

(Sgd.) William J. Murtagh
William J. Hortagh
Keeper of the ShitioBal Register

cc: Mr. Adrian Anderson
lava SHPO

bcc: Regional Director, Midwest Region 
001 Reading File(aso

FNP:BURNS:sle:3-9-77 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880


