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CONDITION

(Check One)
X Excellent [J Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated [ Ruins [J Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered Ij Unaltered [ Moved [ﬁ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral is a gracious Gothic Revival structure

of native rock-faced random limestone, resting on a spacious five acre
area of green space in a largely urbanized area of Davenport, Iowa.
Measuring 135x82 feet, the building is four bays long and three bays
wide with a basilica plan and semicircular apse, a small vestry on the
north and small vestibule on the southwest side. Dressed Indiana
limestone was used as the cap for the watertable, the bevelling

of the buttresses, framing of the lancet windows and the compound lancet
arched doprway, for the tracery in the large rose window and the
equilateral triangular arched opening above it. Each side bay is
divided by stone buttresses, a group of three attached lancet arched win
and, in the steeply pitched composition gable roof, by a single triangul
dormer. An uninterrupted band of clerestory windows, one foot high, str
the length of the roof dividing the two pitches of the roof on the exter
and distinguishing the nave from the aisles on the interior. Iron

roof cresting along the ridge terminates with ane stone cross

at each end. On the interior, three"wood flooring and some slate
flooring meets black painted wainscoting which in turn meets

white plaster walls. Laminated wood beams, highlighted with

vermilion, form an interesting and intricate complex of transverse

and rib arches whose composition resembles medieval roof timbering.

The gold painted star-shaped bolts fastening these wood members

in addition to gold stenciling on the terra-cotta color chancel and

apse ceilings, comprise the only sign of rich ornamentation on the
interior. Although the interior of the church may have "
been redecorated in parts, no major or distracting alterations have
disturbed the integrity ofthe building as a whole.
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Abor iginal ] Education - [ Political - [ Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

" This distinctive cathedral derives its significance from its
architecture--the Gothic Revival (late) Style, and as the work of
a noted architect who trained under Richard M. Upjohn, Edward
Tuckerman Potter. ‘

While Episcopal Church's organized mission effort in Iowa fell
considerably behind that of the energetic Methodists, Congregationalists
and Catholics, by 1853 there was talk among Iowa Episcopalians

that a diocese should be established. Within one year jurisdiction
over Iowa parishes was shifted from Reverend Kemper, Bishop of
Wisconsin, to Henry Washington Lee, the rector of a wealthy church

in New York selected as the first Episcopal Bishop of Iowa.

After surveying the needs of the new diocese, Bishop Lee

established Davenport as his "See City." An impressive, dynami¢ man
from a New England family endowed with considerable means, Bishop
Lee skillfully solicited funds over the years from men of wealth

and through his family connections in eastern parishes. By 1867

his episcopate was able to commence the construction of "The
Bishop's Church," Trinity Cathedral (Known at that time as Grace
Cathedral.)

For the design of the building Bishop Lee had contacted one of

the leading church architects inthe country, Edward Tuckerman Potter
of New York City. POtter, who produced several Victorian buildings
during the period 1865-1875, studied under Richard Upjohn, a well
known promoter of the Gothic Revival.

The magnificent Trinity Cathedral was consecrated in mid-1873.

Bishop Lee died little more than a year later. In 1917 the Cook

Memorial Parish House added nearby (but not included in this application)
a cloister or covered passage, connects the nave and the -@Eﬂgul

house proper.




1867 and June 18,
"Heritage of a Dream."

1873.

Davenport Daily Democrat, June 27,

Phelan, Mary Kay. Pamphlet.

Shank, Wesley I. "Trinity Cathedral," Studies of Historic
Iowa Architecture.
Towa State University, 1972.

Engineering Research Institute,
Bibliography.
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Mrs. Mary Kay Phalen

| DATE

ORGANIZATION

Trinity Cathedral Historian

‘March,

1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

2524 Lorton Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Davenport Towa

CODE

4

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

/&W

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
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National

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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PLEASE RETURN THIS F RH WHEN THh PROPERTY IS)RFiZFMITTED / DATE: IL' UZ'qu
NAME OF PROPERTY . A'va\kL ¢A;/A(wilku f/, L,<L/

The attached National Reglster Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4, Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

x 10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Longitude (or Latitude) appears

_tc_be off by about 5 Please checl:.
b. -Acreage. :

40 aaer

11. Form Prepared By.

B

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not '
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
SIGNED: W







Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SATE
7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES paion

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) el B o e
: (Typ B g nec 2 & 974
o COM;ON. TRINITY EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL
&) =g ““FT00 BLOCK MAIN ST. (MAILING ADD. 121 W 12TH ST)
= CITY OR TOWN: x" A~
o DAVENPORT NI THN
: ID[}JA CODE |COUNTY: SCDT.T.‘:;,//’ ( n \C'OEE
=z
18 PHoTo creptT: DAVID L. JOHNSON

DATE OF PHOTO:2/2/74

NEGATIVE FILEDAT 0 cLaTEAL KNOLL, BETTENDORF, IOWA, 52722

SEE

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

FROM ABOUT 75 FEET, FROM THE SOUTH WEST. CHURCH FACES WEST.

f f{ U.S. GOVERNMENT. éRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-152/1446 I -1
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Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AND/OR HISTORIC: Grace Lathedral
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121 West 12th Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Davenport
STATE: CODE COUNTY: COQ‘E
Towa 14 163
SOURCE:
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

1. Property broundaries where required.
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STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that the nomination of the Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral in Davenport, Scott County, Iowa to the National Register
of Historic Places has been approved by a majority of the State
Review Committee for Historic Sites. We recommend transmittal of the
nomination forms to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic
Places.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

August 30, 1974

Dr. William J. Murtagh

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places
nomination forms for the Trinity Episcopal Church or Cathedral in
Davenport, Iowa. We would appreciate it if you would review these
forms for us.

Thankyou
Sincerely, ]
i SEP 9 1974
A NATIONAL
&\ REGISTER
Adrian D, Anderson -\',? 2
State Historic Preservation Officer N
ADA/eaf
Enclosure

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWACITY. IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353.6249/319.353-4186



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE IOWA

Date Ent:er:ed‘DESL2 4 1974

Name Location
Cherokee Sewer Site Cherokee
Cherokee County
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral Davenport
: Scott County

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer

. Harold E. Hughe Mr. Adrian D. Anderson
ﬁ. 3««4 C. cfu{ Director
Hom, Wiley Mayne Division of Historic Preservation
Hon., Edward Mezvinsky B~13 Maclean Hall

Regional Director, Midwest Region Iowa City, Iowa 532242

PR MMott/row 12/29/74
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Mrs. Richard Von Maur
2930 Crestline Drive
Davenport, Iowa 52803

Dear Mrs. Vom Maur:
Thank you for your recent inquiry concerning the installation of an

organ in the Trinity Eplacopal Church, Davenport, Iowa, and its effect
on the church’'s National Register status.

Properties are removed from the National Register only when they have
ceased to meet the criteria for the National Register, when the qual-
ities which have caused them originally to be nominated have been
destroyed, upon proof that an error in professional judgment has been
made; or for failure to follow the established procedures of the
Hational Register.

We have been advised by the Iowa State historic preservation office

that Todd Mozingo of the State staff will be looking at the church

in the near future and assessing the adverse effect of this installation.
In cases of this kind, the National Register relies heavily on the
opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer. BHe is

Mr. Adrian Anderson, Director, State Historical Department, Division

of HRistoric Preservation, B-13 Maclean Hall, Jowa City, Iowa 52242.

We suggest you consult with him or Mr. Mozingo if you have any fur-

ther questions regarding this.

We appreciate your concern in this matter and hope this information
will be helpful to you.

% Sincerely yours,

{Sgd.) William J. Murtagh

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the Hational Register

ce: Mr. Adrian Anderson
’ Iowa SHPO

bee: Regional Director, Midwest Region
001 Reading File
0
FNP:BURNS:sle:3-9-77 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880



