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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The portion of South Summit Street extending from East Burlington
Street south to the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad overpass
bisects the largely/residential area known to Iowa Citians as the South
Summit Street district.

The west side of the street's 300 block formed part of the original
boundary of the Iowa City townsite, surveyed in 1839. By the early 1850's
a roadway lay along that block. The rest of the present avenue was laid
out by the late 1860's and was already being developed as a pleasant,
well-to-do suburban residential area, the gentle ridge along which it ran
giving the street its name. In about 1880 the street was incorporated
into the city. .

Fifty structures--48 houses, one sorority house, one store--now stand
along the street, 37 of them (or nearly three-quarters) having been built
before 1910, 0f these, five apparently date from thg 4860's, five from
the seventies, four from the eighties, 13 from the nineties, and 10 from
the first decade of the present century. Three additional houses con-
structed before 1910 are no longer extant, having been replaced by more
modern structures.

A number of the houses are of special interest:

(1) The Kauffman House, #304 South Summit Street. The part of the
house facing the spreet was built in 1868, as an addition to an earlier
building, by Levi“Kauffman, a nurseryman. It is the earliest house in the
district pretending to architectural distinction and an excellent example
of the taste of its period, combining. clasgical, gothfc, and Italianate
features. It is a two-story, high-céﬂinged rectangle of red brick (now
painted yellow) with a low attic. The facade is formal and symmetrical,
with five windows on the second story, and on the first, two pairs of
windows flanking the center door. The windows have heavy stone lintels.
On the right-hand end wall is a one-story bay window. A gable over the
central bay contains a small gothic lancet. The ornate cornices have
paired brackets with pendants. The original veranda has been removed.

(2) The Fairall House, #410-412. This is the oldest house still
standing in the district and probably the first dwelling to be built there.
It was the farmhouse of farm that once lay to the east of Summit Street
and was built by Truman*Fairall between 1861, when he came to Iowa City,
and 1868, when the house is listed in a city directory. It has since
been extensively remodeled, converted into a double-house, and altered by
a wide porch, but it retains its original structural outlines: a low-ceil-
inged, two-story rectangle with a Tow attic, of white-painted brick set
parallel to the street. It has wide eaves, small, irregularly placed
windows and low pitched gables. It is the only rustic house in the area,
and the on}¢ one of "colonial"--pre-classical and pre-Ita]iaQAQesign.

(3) VThe Morrow House, #415. This unusual and impressive house was
built in 1879 by Henry Mornpf, local representative of the American Express
Company. It represents the last phase of the c]assica]vj€3te for symmetry,
but its style is a formalized adaptation of the Umbrian”Villa tradition.

A central pavillion terminates in an open pediment with returned supported
by scrolled corbels. A double front door, flanked by double french
windows, open onto a wide veranda. On the lateral walls are bay windows,
polygonal on the south, triangular on the north, with bracketed cornices.
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The third floor is 1it by Palladian eye-brow windows, with latticed screens,
and by a segmental arched window in the pediment. A gable end above the
pediment is a later addition.

(4) The Swisher House, #419.~This exceptionally fine house was built
in 1879 or 1880 by Lovell Swisher, a banker, and remains practically unaltered
except for a later veranda t is one of the purest and most elegant examples
in the city of MidwestermItalianate Victorian design. Among its notable
features are three gable ends, one facing the street and one on each lateral
wall, with bracketed cornices and fanciful arched wooden screens, intricately
pierced. Each pediment contains an oeil de boeuf. The windows on the two
lTower floors have lintels with false keystones. The proportions and ornament
produce an effect of great solidity and grace.

(5) The Stoddard House, #512. The-second o]dest%xtant house in the
district, Tt was built before 1868 by *Stephen Stoddard, a millwright. It was
moved back from the street and much remodeled in 1924, its present roof and
porch dating from that time. The original outlines are still clearly dis-
cernible, however, and the windows retain their heavy, classical lintels.

(6) The Payne House, #513. The most opulent and interesting, and also
the best preserved house in the district, it was built in 1883 by S#€phen E.
Payne, manager of the Close Linseed 011 Works. It is frame of complex plan
with numerous gables and elaborate Italianate decoration. The simulacra of
Italian loggias are particularly striking. The basic shape is cruciform
with three elongated facades to the east, north, and south, each with a
tripartite, two-story bay window terminating in a steep gable with a pierced
screen. A subsidiary gable in the northeast angle of the cross forms a roof
for an elaborated balustraded balcony; a smaller but similar balcony is set
in the angle formed by the champered bay window on the ground floor is
impressively pedimented. A porch with complexly angular plan and roof
treatment occupies the northeast corner of the cross on the ground floor.

The roof and veranda cornices have brackets and pendants. This house, alone
of those in the district, has preserved a cast iron grill forming a fence,
with gate, along the line of the sidewalk. éﬂ//

(7) The Stoner House, #603, was built in 1898 by Marcls Stoner, a
retired farmer. The house, representative of several others in the district,
basically similar in design and all built in the nineties, is one of the
best preserved of the group. These are cruciform or L-shaped, with the wings
terminating in steep gables with pediments decorated with wooden scroll-work.
They are clapboarded and usually have fish-scale shingles on the upper floors
and corner porches with brackets and turned columns. There are bay windows
on the side wings but not on the street fronts. Other well-preserved houses
of this type are #405 and #409.

(8) The Byrnes House, #609. is imposing house was built in 1896 or
1897 by the widow of Dr. Thomas B.YByrnes, and represents the transition from
late Victorian design to the Venetian and neo-Georgi astes of the early RoH
twentdeth century. The frame structure, with cruciform wings ending in gables
with fish-scale shingled pediments, exemplifies the older style, while the
classical columns and the verandas and the wide windows foreshadow the new.

DESCRIPTION
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The house is very large and stately, and has been successfully and discreetly
modernized and restored.

(9) The Hertz House, #624. Built in 1893 by Albert J.Mertz, a dry goods
merchant, this brick house is similar to several others in the neighborhood,
notably its exactly contemporary neighbor to the south, #710. The plan is
symmetrically cruciform, with steep gables and a porch in the southwest
angle of the cross. The ornament and fenestration are characteristic of
the style that was developing in the nineties: there are large windows and
greater restraint in decoration than with earlier houses. There is a very
large, single plate-glass window on the first floor of the street front under
a low segmental arch. The porch has a latticed screen and wooden scrolling
in its pediment.

Yet another group of houses in the district, of less historic interest,
is nonetheless of some architectural interest as illustrating stages in the
developing eclectic styles and tastes of the early 20th century. #620, built
in 1923 or 1924, is a good example of the modified New England saltbox
popular in the twenties. #733, built in 1923, is a good example of the
gambrel-roofed Dutch Colonial 4idiom. #621, a very drastic reconstruction of
a house originally built in the 1860's, now presents the aspect of a porticoed
?ri?k neo-Georgian house of Virginian inspiration. The remodeling dates from

931.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Summit Street d1str1ct, with its fifty buildings of which
three-fourths date from between 1860“and 1910, preserves remarkable unity
as an ensemble in spite of the extreme var1ety of architectural styles
represented. Later buildings successfully preserved the gracious and
dignified residential atmosphere achieved by their predecessors The
street is broad, and the parkings and lots wooded, in many cases with
old trees. The houses are set well back from the street, in most cases
sixty feet. The flavor of the area is park-like and strongly evocative
of the culture of well-to-do middle class Midwestern Americans of the
later 19th century. It embodies, in the varied callings and positions
in 1ife of its early residents, the social mobility and egalitarianism,
and the accumulating wealth, that were characteristic of that culture.
Because of the exceptional distinction of some of the houses and the
still more exceptional degree to which it has preserved its character
intact, the district is to be regarded as a museum of one aspect of
Amer1can life and history whose preservation is-of first-rate importance
to the amenity and cultural heritage of the city.

- . As an additional item of interest, in the front yard at 331 South
Summit a six-foot limestone obelisk erected in 1839 marks the southeast
corner of the original survey of Iowa C1ty, laid out that year as the new
territorial capital of Iowa. By the 1890's this unique landmark was
severely defaced, but in 1935 the Tocal D. A. R. chapter restored it and
reproduced its inscriptions on attached bronze plates.

For a brief period during the Civil War what was then "a beautiful
green" bordering the Tower end of the street served as a training ground
for Union regiments recruited in Johnson County and vicinity. "Camp
Pope@%)as it was christened (for General John Pope, presumably), was
established in July 1862 in time to provide a mustering point for_the
22nd ITowa Infantry. This military unit subsequently became famouls for
being one of only three Civil War regiments from either side to Suffer
82 per cent casualties in a single engagement, when in 1863 it led the
first great frontal assualt on the Confederate entrenchments at Vicksburg,
Mississippi. Two other units, the 28th and 40th Iowa Infantry regiments,
also mustered and trained at Camp Pope before being sent south to the
war zone. The camp was disestablished in December 1862.
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The Fairall House (c.1865), 410-412 South Summit Street.
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The Swisher House (1879-1880), 419 South Summit Street.

INT: 18472
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;STPS Number o /alns

Title: SR Soweanw

Loc. __ Schas Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
/72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TOWA

i ey NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e ki

S i ) PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
®

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

cownon: The South Summit Street District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

tocpayropntn  ~ - -
STREET AND NUMBER: :

301 through 818 South Summit Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Towa City

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
Towa L} Johnson 103
PHOTO CREDIT: Laurence Lafore : O | 1O
DATE OF PHOTO: ApY"i] 2, 1973 g/\ i A L2
INEGATIVE FILED AT: /Q:\\ /]']f[-f'l.\/fn
9 Parsons Street, Iowa City, Iowa A~ St
TIFICATION ’ o ' :

DESCRIBE VIESWESERIRI R G RO U ERF @)

INSTRUCTIONS

35 EE

zr. ol S0 v’([’( 553 ?
S B

e /\!A TI'C,\’ 2

The Payne House (1883), 513 South Summit Street;’;\i}CGL57 N

4.

INT: 184-72
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FPS Number

Title:

Loc.

Qa3

SO\

30D DAL

X Sh Dt

’
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PN

PR

Form No. 10-301a
(7/72)

INSTRUCTIONS

5EE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

TOWA

COUNTY

JOHNSON

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

couvor:The South Summit Street District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

ION

STREET AND NUMBER:

301 through 818 South Summit Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Iowa City

STATE:

Iowa

CODE

14

COUNTY:

HOTO REFERENCE =

Johnson

PHoTo creDIT: | gurence Lafore

DATE OF PHOTO: : Apri‘l 2. ]973

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

E0

CENTIFICATION

9 Parsons Street, Iowa City, Iowa

DESCRIBE YVIEW, DIRECTION, ETE,

The Byrnes House (1896-1897), 609 South Summit Street.

INT: 184-72







NPS Number

Title:

19/2/13
L4 7

Loc Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TOUA
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRS
JOHNSON
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

) (Type all entties - attach to or enclose with photograph) L v
z _6cT 9 ®A
o COMMON: The South Summ1t Street D1str1ct
— AND/OR HISTORIC
b= o
U STREET AND NUMBER
- 301 through 818 South Summit Street

CITY OR TOWN:
o 5

JTowa City

b= STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
v Towa. 114 Johnson 103
- HOTO REFERENCE T 0 = T -
- ProTo crEOIT | aurence Lafore O | 1 'ir,

DATE OF PHOTO: ADY‘11 2. ]973 “ £ L/
(1§ NEGATIVE FILED‘AT:' 3 & /T’[CE VL-U {
w L 9 Parsons Street, Iowa City, lowa :‘:\’ 3
. I it Ay

CRIBE VIEW,DIRECTION.ETC. w——t
) NATIQ
2\ REGIS, "
The Hertz House (1893), 624 South Summit Street.
//\. 

INT: 18472




Form 10-301 p UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1968) . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aa-lgnod b’NPS)
1973
SOUTH SUMMIT STREET DISTRICT T 9
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Towa Johnson Iowa City
STREET AND NUMBER
301 through 818 South Summit Street
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
Geological Survey 1965

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:

Latitude Longi tude

41° 39' 28" 91° 31' 19"
41° 39' 28" 91° 31' 12"
41° 39' 5" 91° 31' 12"
41° 39*' 5" 91° 31' 19"

GPO 932.010
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COMMISSIONERS

EDWARD WEINHEIMER, CHAIRMAN—=GREENFIELD EREDA: PRIEWERT: DIRECTOR

THOMAS A. BATES—-BELLEVUE
JIM D. BIXLER—-COUNCIL BLUFFS
LES LICKLIDER—CHEROKEE

JOHN G. LINK=BURLINGTON

DR. KEITH A. MC NURLEN-AMES
WILLIAM E. NOBLE—OELWEIN

300 FOURTH STREET, DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
515/281-5145

July 20, 1973

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places
nomination forms for the South Summit Street District, Iowa City,
Johnson County, Iowa.

We would appreciate it very much if your staff would review these
forms for National Register of Historic Places status.

Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely, \J/(7

)52246¢4un~ 422227 AL‘jy

Patricia A. Shay

Secretary

State Historic Preservation Program

129 South Capitol Street

Iowa City, Iowa 52240

/pas

Enclosures

@i(}v‘vﬁ a place to enjoy



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TIOWA

Date Entered ocr 9 w3

Name Location
ZThe Bouth Summit Street District Iowa City
Johngon County

Also Notified
Hon. Harold E. Hughes

Hom. Richard C. Clark State Historic Preservatien Officer
Hon. Bdward Mesvinsky Mr. Adrian Andarson
Director, Mid t Re Assistant State Avcheologiast
weEeTs Fidwast: Replon University of Iowa

PHR MMott 10/15/73 Iowa City, Iowa 52240
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" SECTION 3—APPLICANT/RECIPIENT DATA

s. NUMBER 3. TE | . NUMBER
FEDERAL ASSISTANL. & APEHI-
CANT'S i 771435
1. TYPE O PREAPPL!CATION ::::.;N b. DATEY“' oonil. iy :.?::11. b. DATE Year wmonth day
ACTION T APPLICATION 1977 0% 10 ASSIGNED 1977 3 21
(Mark ap- ] NOTIFICATION OF INTENT (Opt) | Leave
o [] REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

& telephone No.)

(319) 353-6949

a. Applicant Name DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
b. Organization Unit STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

c. Strest/P.0, Box B-13 MAC LEAN HALL

d. City IOWA CITY e. Conty :  JOHNSON

f. State ¢ IOWA g UPCde: 52242

h. Contsct Person (Naome Adrian D. Anderson

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
42-0897677

6.

oro.  (ammwern  fils[elolols]
GRAM b. TINLE

(From

Federal

Catlos) | HISTORIC PRESERVATION

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

tfl:tl tat - H :Iunétdy o
nters
South Summit Street Dlstrlct 409 South Summit St. o-s-m?u. ;....1.'&.7.'1,;;‘.“"""" Institution
Development 2_2_;;‘;,;‘ Ke-Orher {Spaciiubs
zi .e'rfort' Distrct
Johnson County l;’h.!cﬂ:( rpose Enter appropriate letter
9, TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
Source of non-federal match: donated labor of A-Basic Grant . g:g-wnnc-
. B-Supplemental Grant ther
owner, spouse and several assistants Ctowm Sriate tieerce) [ JA]
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, counties, 11. ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
States, etc.) BER OF PERSONS | A-New C-Revision E-Augmentation
BENEFITING B-Renewal D-Continuation
IOWA 2 s 825 . 041 Enter appropriate letter

PROPOSED FUNDING

14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For 180 or 18e)

A Dollars F-Other (Specify):

o FEDERAL |8 1,100 .00 | 8- APPLICANT b. PROJECT 8-Decrease Dollars

1 C-Increase Duration
b. APPLICANT 1,200 - .00 1 D-Oecraase Duration
e. STATE - "= 7 o | 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT E-Canceilation
- - DATE Year month day DURATION Enter appro- EED
d. LOCAL .00 19 see #34 3 Months - priate letter(s)
o. OTHER 00 | 18. ESTIMATED DATE T0 Year month doy |19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
. - € SUBMITTED TO 2
. WAL _|$ 2.300 00 BEDERAL AGENCY B 19 27 4 20 19-77-00129-00

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code)

NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE, DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR. WASH, D.C.20240

21. REMARKS ADDED

O Yes ['No

22. 2. To the best of my knowiedge and belief, | b. ired by O A-95 this application was submitted, pumua! to in. No re- Responss
E dats in this prespplication/application sre dﬂlc‘l‘loﬂl thmln. D a»fowi-t- clearinghouses and all responses are attached: sponse attached
THE true and correct, the document has N:‘;
N h ing body
g APPLICANT | duly withorzad by the et eomsy | ) OFFICE FOR PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 8 %
THAT p with the attached assurances if the assist-| (7) East Central Io Assn. £ R
5 ance Is approved. =t Bianfiilg Bommidsions O
e | 23 . TYPED NAME AND TITLE b. SIGNATURE ¢ DATE SIGNED
CERTIFYING %o L Year month day
REPRE- ADRIAN D. ANDERSON 1977 3 10
SENTATIVE | STATE _HISTORIC PRESERVATIQON Q3 ot
24. AGENCY NAME ( %56 ‘\PPLICA- Year montA day
Department of the Interior RECEIVED 1977 5 11

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT
National Park Service

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Grants Administration Div

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION
IDENTIFICATION

29. ADDRESS

18th.§ C Streets NW., Washington, D.C.

20240

30. FEDERAL GRANT
IDENTIFICATION

19-77-00129-00

16-77-

g
g
E S1. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Yoar month day | 34. Year month dey
START|
g X, 0. AWARDED o. FEDERAL $1,100 00|33 acrion paTER 19 77 08 02 | oate N3, 77 08 02
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL (INFORMA- onth
O b. REJECTED b, APPLICANT 1 ‘200 00 TION (Nome and telsphone number) ::OING Yer = aay
(] & RETURNED FOR | c. STATE .00 | | DATE 19 80 08 01
= AMENDMENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
E | O ¢ oererseo o OTHER 00 (202) 523-5472
E g-e WITHORAWN 1.  TOTAL $ 2.300 .00 [ Yes [X?‘o
38. a. In teking sbove sction, any comments received from clearinghouses were con- | b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
sidered. If agency response Is dus under provisions of Pert 1, OMB Circular A-95, (Name and telephone no.)
FEDERAL AGENCY it has been or is being made. same as #35
A-95 ACTION S
424-101 STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-73)
’WMGSA.'MHWW 4-7

')01)'3 NN




