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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A three and one-half story building (84' x 126') of Bedford gray
stone, the Dallas County Courthouse has not suffered any major
alterations since its construction in 1902. Considered to have
been designed with the French Renaissance in mind, this building
has the ornately carved dormers and the rounded cone-crowned
corner towers of that style. The red-shingled roof is high-
pitched and irregular. At the center a 128 foot clock tower with
parabolic dome appears. Story divisions are boldly marked by
strong stone horizontals. The vertical groupings of the window
openings are equally as pronounced. A1l corner windows have
curved panes. (These are currently under consideration for
replacement by rectangular aluminum framed glazing.) A rusticated
stone foundation supports the whole. Only minor remodeling has
occured on the interior where oak wood trim, wood floors, cast
iron stairs and slate stair treads contribute to its finish. The
original electric wiring has been replaced. The hot water pipe
heating stystem remains. The entire building was sandblasted
within the last ten years.
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[} Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by the Iowa firm of W. T. Proﬁg;oot and George Bird, the
Dallas County Courthouse was constructed in 1902vat a cost of
$109,243.00. Since that time, local residents have delighted in
the building's similarity to the French Chateau Azay-le-Rideau

at Indre-et-Loire, west of Tours. A sixteenth century building,
built to the specifications of Francis I by his chief treasurer,
Gilles Berthelot. The chateau was reputedly the direct source of
inspiration for designer George Bird. Proudfoot and Bird also
designed the Salt Lake City Courthouse in Utah and the Polk County
Courthouse in Iowa. Still in very good condition and used for its
original purpose, the Dallas County Courthouse continues to present
a distinguished and prominent profile for the enjoyment of residents
for miles around. ‘
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STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION = ST i sgen

This is to certify that the nomination of the Dallas County
Courthouse, Dallas County, Iowa to the National Register of
Historic Places has been approved by a majority of the State Review
Committee for Historic Sites. We recommend transmittal of the
n?mination forms to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic
Places.

DAt R, Olantin 7-10-73

Dr. Robert R. Dyks%ta Date

»W icm 7-20-73

Dr. Marshall McKusick Date

4éZ:;a)u1;O/éZLA&L»d£Q(%7A&Jc;zLe
r. David Gradwohl Date

Ailey L Dhand — é-18-73

Mr. Wesley”I. Shank Date
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Dr. Richard Shutler, JrJ "  Date
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. Peter T. Harstad Date
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Mr. Adrian D./Anderson /7 /7 Date




COMMISSIONERS

LES LICKLIDER, CHAIRMAN—CHEROKEE
THOMAS A. BATES—BELLEVUE

JIM D. BIXLER—COUNCIL BLUFFS
JOHN G. LINK—BURLINGTON

JOHN C. THOMPSON—FOREST CITY
HERBERT T. REED—WINTERSET
CAROLYN T. LUMBARD—DES MOINES

FRED A. PRIEWERT, Director
300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319
515/281-5145

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

October 11, 1973
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fec I 1y~
Dr. William J. Murtagh NN O TER 3
Keeper NGO g
National Register of Historic Places ~ gt

National Park Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Please find enclosed herewith the completed National Register
of Historic Places nomination forms for the Dallas County

Courthouse, Adel, Towa.

We would appreciate it very much if you would have your staff
review this site for National Register status.

Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely, )

\éf/uw é/ \L;f

Patricia A. Shay

Secretary

State Historic Preservation Program

B-13 MacLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

staTe 1OWA
NOV 2 6 1973

Date Entered

Name Location
Dslles County Courtheuse Adel
Dallas County
Also Notified " - -
Hon. 1d E tate torie Preservation Officer
Hom. §:==nvt .ﬁﬂ!ﬁzi Mr. Adriss Anderson
Hon. Willism J, Scherle Assistant State Archeologist
Usiversity of Iowa
Director, Midwest Region Towa City, lowa 52240

i PR MMOTT: pl 11.29.73



