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1. Name
historic Bank of Jersey

and or common Same

2. Location
street & number Main Streetc^ N7A_ not for publication

city, town Jersey 

state Georgia

H/A vicinity of

code 013 county Walton code 297

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A. in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered -- yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military —]Lother: Dentist's

4. Owner of Property Office

name William C. McGarity, M.D.

street & number 934 Artwood Road, N.E.

city, town Atlanta N/A vicinity of state Georgia 30307

S. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Superior

street & number Walton County Courthouse

city, town Monroe state Georgia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Historic Structures Field Survey: 

title Walton County______________________ has this property been determined eligible? J5^no

date 1977 federal state county local

depository for survey records Historic Preservation Section, Georgia Dept, of Natural Resources 

city, town Atlanta state Georgia



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
_X_good

fair

deteriorated
ruins
.unexposed

Check one
___unaitered
X altered

Check one
X original site 

___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Bank of Jersey is a small one-story late-Victorian-style commercial build
ing dating from 1904. The building is built of load-bearing brick, laid in running 
bond. The major exterior features are the door and a large twelve-over-twelve win
dow on the front facade, both with stone lintels, and a similar window on each side, 
close to the east front. All three windows retain their original metal grilles. 
Pilaster-like corner brickwork, a corbeled cornice and a parapet roof with a cor
beled cap that steps down toward the rear complete the detailing. The interior, ori
ginally one room divided by a teller's cage (removed in the 1930s), was remodeled 
for a dentist's office in 1981; the original tongue-and-groove ceiling remains, but 
the wood floor has been replaced and brick walls have been covered. The shutters and 
door hood were added to the exterior in 1981. The Bank is located on a corner lot at 
the center of the tiny hamlet of Jersey. A historic general store is located across 
an unpaved road to the building's south and a historic residence is located across 
the main paved road to the east. The setting is rural with open fields to the north 
and west.

Photographs

The Historic Preservation Section has determined that the photographs taken in 
August, 1982, still accurately represent the character and appearance of the property. 
No major changes have been made to the building since then.



8. Significance
Period
___prehistoric
___  1400-1499
___ 1500-1599
___  1600-1699
___ 1700-1799
___  1800-1899
^ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___archeology-prehistoric community planning
___archeology-historic . _ conservation
___agriculture  economics
—X architecture __ education

_ _ art
JX commerce 
__communications

_ engineering
___exploration/settlement

industry 
_ invention

landscape architecture 
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1904 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Bank of Jersey is significant in terms of architecture as an example of a 
turn-of-the-century, late-Victorian-style, rural commercial structure in Walton 
County and in terms of commerce as the home of Jersey's only historic bank. These 
areas of significance support property eligibility under National Register criteria 
A and C.

The Bank of Jersey illustrates a style, building materials and construction 
techniques typical for such a commercial building in a tiny rural community. It ap
pears modest when compared with bank buildings constructed at the same time in 
larger communities, but it is entirely consistent with other rural commercial struc
tures. Its brick construction and exterior brick detailing, including the corbeling 
and pilaster-like corners, identify it as an important structure in a small rural 
community dominated by wood-frame buildings. The bank building is a landmark in 
Jersey, one of two historic commercial buildings left from a handful which used to 
mark the center of this tiny hamlet. Jersey was an agricultural supply community 
that had developed well before the Civil War. In the 1880s it applied for and re
ceived its first post office, and in 1905 it was incorporated, the city limits ex
tending one-half mile in all directions from a point in the center of the road in 
front of the Bank of Jersey.

In terms of commerce, the building is significant as the home of Jersey's only 
bank and one of its most important commercial establishments which operated from 
1904 to 1931. The bank served the local farmers and planters at a time before auto
mobiles made the larger neighboring communities more accessible. It was organized 
by Joslah Blasingame, Sr., a locally prominent landholder and businessman who served 
as Jersey's first postmaster and later its first mayor. It is relatively unusual in 
Georgia for such a small community as Jersey to have its own local bank. The bank 
failed in 1931, during the Depression, and the building was used for storage until 
1981.



9. Major Bibliographical References _____________
McGarity, William C. "Historic Property Information Form: Bank of Jersey Building,"

1982. On file at State Historic Preservation Office, Atlanta, Georgia.
Sams, Anita B. Wayfarers in Walton: A History of Walton County, Georgia, 1818-1967.

The General Charitable Foundation of Monroe, Georgia, Inc., 1967.
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property, outlined with a heavy black line on the enclosed survey map, 
consists of the acreage presently associated with the building and coincides with the 
current legal description of the property.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state n/A code__________county________________________ code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Carolyn Brooks, National Register Researcher

Historic Preservation.Section 
organization Georgia Dept, of Natural Resources date January 20, 1984

street & number 270 Washington Street, S.W. telephone (404) 656-2840

city or town Atlanta state Georgia 30334

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

----------------------
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

EHz&Wt

title State Historic Preservation Officer
Lyon

date i hsl7*f
For NPS use only

I hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the National Registerify that this pro

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
OPO 8®4»70B
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GEORGIA

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection 
O appeal

Substantive Review: D sample

Substantive Review Working No.___
Fed. Reg. Date: / /
Date Due: —S/x ^
Action: *^Xc(^EPT ^7-^^--

___ RETURN
___ REJECT
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Recom./Criteria
Reviewer____
Discipline_____ ________
Date 3lT(6cy

UvST'

Nomination returned for: ____ technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

. see continuation sheet

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition 
dl excellent
CD good 
CD fair

CD deteriorated 
CD ruins 
CD unexposed

Check one 
CD unaltered 
CD altered

Check one 
CD original site 
CD moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates
CD boundary selection

-'V-
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
Q justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance 
im justification of exception
□ other

4
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreaae of nominated orooertv
Quadrangle name
LTTM References

"*• ■'

Verbal boundary description and justification
■A -K . \ . r ‘

11. Form Prepared By

ytl 1

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
im Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

































THOMAS D. MORELAND
COMMISSIONER 

STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

EMORY C. PARRISH
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

^tate of Georgia
^0. 2 dapitol Square

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

August 31, 1982

HAL RIVES
ASST. STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

DANIEL O. KELLY
TREASURER

Dr. Elizabeth A. Lyon 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Dear Dr. Lyon:
Subject: Bank of Jersey, Walton County
In reference to your notice of August 12, 1982, we have reviewed the 
information on the subject nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places.
We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which 
would have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that, 
wherever possible, highway rights-of-way not be included in the 
nomination.

Yours very truly.

Alton L. Dowd, Jr., P.E. 
Director of Preconstruction

mm ■ ■ j

SEP 02 1982
HISTORIC PRESgRVAriON S^CTIOM



department of ^atnral desources
PARKS AND HISTORIC SITES DIVISION 

270 WASHINGTON STREET, S.W. 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334 

(404) 656-2753

January 25, 1984
3loc banner
COMMISSIONER

Penr^ ,^truble
DIRECTOR

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Chief
Registration Branch
National Register Division
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
1100 "L" Street
Washington, D. C. 20240

RE: Bank of Jersey,
Walton County, Georgia

* 30»*

Dear Carol:

Enclosed for your consideration is a National Register nomina
tion for the Bank of Jersey in Walton County, Georgia. Because of 
eligibility issues surrounding this nomination, we ask that it be 
substantively reviewed.

My staff and I believe firmly that this building meets the National 
Register criteria, for reasons explained in the nomination form. However, 
on two separate occasions - October 1982 and January 1983 - the Georgia 
National Register Review Board has recommended "conditional approval" of 
the nomination, the condition being the removal of the recently added 
canopy and shutters. The enclosed minutes from these two Review Board 
meetings explain the Board's position. The property owner is reluctant to 
remove the canopy and shutters, and believes as we do that these non- 
structural additions, while not necessarily in keeping with the historical 
character of the building, do not compromise its historic architectural 
integrity or its role as a landmark building in this small community.

On November 18, 1982, we sought your advice on the eligibility of 
this building. On December 13, 1982, we received a telephone opinion 
from your office that the building appeared to meet the National Register 
criteria.

After carefully considering all these opinions, I have decided that
it is appropriate for me to nominate this property to the National Register,

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Ms. Carol D. Shull 
January 25, 1984 
Page 2

If you or your review staff have questions or need additional information, 
please contact Richard Clones, our National Register program coordinator.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Chief 
Statfe-^istoric Preservation Officer 
Historic Preservation Section

EAL:rce 

Enclosures



House, Sumter County. Dr. Larson moved that the Guerrv- 
of ..........—— I, ya at a local level
Hill seconde<

Hlllcre 
(Cedar Hall)
significance 
Adler second*

Convers*

Extract from the minutes of the October 7-8, 
1982 Georgia National Register Review Board 
meeting pertaining to the Bank of Jersey 
(Walton County, Georgia) National Register 
nomination.

(one page)from the Val<
the Converse* _______________________________  _____________
level of slgnif?nance^5rT^cecomendeT'fo^nOTS!ation"to" 
Mr. Rothman seconded the motion and all agreed In favor by

lonal Register. Mr. 
lye.

ed that Hlllcrest 
at a local level of 
al Register. Ms. 
aye.

gnlzed the representation 
Ms. Hardy moved that 

_ ter criteria at a state 
the National Register, 
saying aye.

Street C.M.E. Church. Fulton County. Review Board members discussed
significance. Dr. Larson moved that 

tne sutler Street C.M.E. Church appears to meet the National Register criteria at 
a local level of significance and is recommended for nomination to the National 
Register. Mr. Dixon seconded the motion and all agreed in favor by saying aye.

, M^e^^slde Cmetery, Bibb County. Review Board members discussed the boundaries 
and history of the cemetery development and whether or not the nomination should 
delude just the 23 acres originally planned by Vaux, the architect, or the entire 
54 acres as proposed. Dr. Larson moved that the Riverside Cemetery appears to meet 
the National Register criteria at a state level of significance and is recommended
for nom^tion to the National Register. Mr. Rothman seconded the motion and all 
agreed in favor by saying aye.

. Gordon Avenue Apartments.Thomas County. Mrs. Adler moved that the Gordon 
Avenue Apartments appears to meet the National Register criteria at a local level 
of significance and is recommended for nomination to the National Register. Dr. 
Henderson seconded the motion and all agreed in favor by saying aye.

, ggssel*s Store, Liberty Countv. Mr. Hill moved that the Cassel’s Store appears 
to meet the National Register criteria at a local level of significance and is
recom^ded for no^tion to the National Register. Dr. Larson seconded the motion 
ana all agreed in favor by saying aye.

of Jersey, Walton County. Review Board members discussed the architesctural 
sig^ficance of this building and the effect of recent alterations. Review Board 
members questioned whether it was an "excellent" example of a rural community 
structure. Review Board members also questioned whether HPS or NPS had certified 
or recommended certification of this building, in light of the shatters on windows 
and the canopy over the door. Mr. Rothman moved that the Bank of Jersey appears 
to meet National Register criteria at a local level of significance with the condition 
that the owner remove the shutters and canopy, and that it be nominated for its
co^ercial Md local history significance only. Dr. Larson seconded the motion and 
all agreed in favor by saying aye.

-3-



held in Rome, Statesboro and Thomasville. At these meetings, a representative from 
the Main Street Center^iWashlngtonwillspeak^^Effort^^T^^’he made to bring repre-

'""**""""'*"^^"^^^""'"""""*"^*""""“"""""""""teevelopment people and

■if:r '
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sentative of t 
to let them id

Ms. Ham a 
of twelve news 
Janxiary was Ed 
submit any Ida

Extract from the minutes of the January 13-14 
1983 Georgia National Register Review Board 
meeting pertaining to the Bank of Jersey 
(Walton County, Georgia) National Register 
nomination.

(two pages)Dr. Dayto 
Guide and meet 
gestlons as -to
and to provide V,______________________________
hold as Review Board members. Points identified

1) Having meetings in different parts of the state, especially where tied

torn the joint meetings.

Lon is doing a series 
lemes. She said that 
jnd asked the Board to 
themes.

Conduct of Meeting 
an discussion and sug
ars' time effectively 

responsibilities they 
in the discussion included;

to
nominations, is important.

2) The time of Meetings should be tied to the location and agenda.
3) Evening functions where members could meet’informally with local people were 

effective.
4) One full weekday meeting is all that many members can accommodate within their 

schedules and personal responsibilities.
5) Saturday meetings, especially for Informal discussion among members of their 

personal preservation interest/projects/expertise and for general program up
dates/discussion, should be considered.

“ 6) Formal evening meetings were discouraged as a general rule unless a particular
- circumstance dictated/warranted an evening meeting.

7) a committee structure was not considered useful.
8) Members should consider attending public Information meetings in their areas.
9) "FYI" is a useful tool for keeping members informed of activities and should 

be utilized as much as possible.

The discussion completed. Dr. Dayton asked if the Board wanted to take any offi
cial action regarding meetings. Dr. Larson moved the Historic Preservation Section 
consider-Review Board meetings on Friday and Saturday on those occasions when the 
staff thought it necessary. Mr. -Dixon seconded the motion and all voted in favor by 
saying aye.

Ms. Griffith then presented the By-Laws nnd Conduct of Meeting Guide which had 
been adopted on an interim basis previously. Ms. Hardy made a motion that the By- 
Laws and Conduct of Meeting Guide be adopted formally. Dr. Henderson seconded the 
motion and all agreed in favor by saying aye.

Dr. Dayton then called on Mr. Clones to discuss the Bank of Jersey. He briefly 
explained that the Bank of Jersey was presented at the October meeting and approved 
for nomination with the condition that the canopy and shutters be removed. He said 
that the Historic Preservation Section staff reconsidered the nomination and submitted 
some materials on the property to the National Park Service for technical assistance 
and advice.

■
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It was the opinion of the National Park Service that the building was eligible 
for listing in the National Register as it was; the canopy and shutters were not of 
concern since greater latitude is given for commercial buildings. However, the 
building's rehabilitation could not be certified for tax benefit because of the shut
ters and canopy not meeting the Secretary's Standards. Mr. Clones said the property 
owner was then contacted and was infoirmed of the status of the nomination and tax 
certification. The owner d-id not indicate a willingness to remove the shuttersjiaild 
canopy for tax purposes but did indicate a willingness to proceed with the nomina
tion if that would be possible.

Discussion by the Board centured on the precedent created by recommending a 
property to the National Register that does not meet the Secretary's Standards 
under the tax program, the inability of uniformed/unaware people to distinguish be
tween these two programs and the long-term effect it might have on the National 
Register program, concern for the changing role of the National Register primarily 
as a prerequisite for tax benefits not as a method for identifying historic resources, 
whether or not the building represents local history or is an unusual or a com
mon representative of a type of resource, of architecture, and the question of
integrity. Dr. Lyon affirmed the Historic Preservation Section's opinion that the 
property does meet the National Register criteria and stated her intention to nomi
nate it, without the Board's recommendation as provided for in the regulations. She 
reminded the Board that their opinion would be forwarded to the National Register 
along with the nomination. Dr. Larson moved that the previous action taken by the 
Board stand and that a summary of both meetings' discussions be submitted with the 
nomination. The previous motion was stated as "the Bank of Jersey appears to meet 

_the National Register criteria at a local level of significance with the condition 
that the owner remove the shutters and canopy and that it be nominated for its com
mercial and local history significance only." Mr. Garrow seconded the motion and 
all agreed in favor by saying aye. Dr. Lyon expressed her concern and indicated that 
the Historic Preservation Section staff would fully reconsider the Board's comments 
and Implications to the program before pursuing the nomination.

’They confirmed that non-historic features or buildings should be eliminated from 
nomination whenever possible; if it were necessary to include such non-historic 
features within a nomination, they should be clearly identified. Since this was 
in keeping with the Historic Preservation Section staff recommendation at the October 
meeting, no further action by the Board was necessarl^.

At this time, properties being considered for nomination to the National Regis
ter were presented.

Candler Park,. DeKalb County. It was noted that documentation for the district 
boundaries was very good. Mr. Garrow moved that Candler Park appears to meet the 
National Register criteria at a local level of significance and is recommended for 
nomination to the National Register. Mr. Rothman seconded the motion and all agreed 
in favor by saying aye.
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