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1. Name
historic Peachtree Christian Church

and or common Same

2. Location
street & number is80 Peachtree St-r^ei. n/w. N/A not for publication

city, town Atlanta

')
N/A vicinity of

state Georgia code 013 county Fulton code 121

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object N/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Peachtree Christian Church, c/o the Reverend H. Thomas Money, Pastor 

street & number 1580 Peachtree Street, N.W.

city, town Atlanta H/A vicinity of state Georgia 30309

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Superior Court

street & number Pulton County Courthouse

city, town Atlanta state Georgia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title See Continuation Sheet. has this property been determined eligible?

date federal ___ state ___ county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description
Condition
_X. excellent
___ good

fair

Check one
. deteriorated ___unaitered
, ruins X aitered
.unexposed

Check one
—X originai site 
___moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Peachtree Christian Church is a Gothic-styled red-brick church with lime­
stone quoining on all corners and limestone molded-frame openings. It consists 
of a main sanctuary with a bell tower, an adjoining chapel and an education 
building. Entrance to the sanctuary is achieved through the narthex, which 
fronts on Peachtree Street. Both the main and south entrances are reached 
through stone bridges that cross a "moat." A playground is located on the south 
side of the church, adjacent to its lowest level.

The sanctuary and bell tower are a deep red brick, laid in running bond, 
with limestone quoining at all corners and limestone molding that frames the 
openings. The sanctuary is supported by stone and has two levels underneath.
These lower two levels are faced with stone. The additions are brick with run­
ning bond, of a color similar, but not the same as, the sanctuary. Craftsman­
ship is excellent.

The sanctuary or nave has five large windows on each of its long sides.
Each window has a Gothic arched opening with limestone molding. Below each of 
the large windows is a side aisle window with three lancet windows set in a 
large rectangular opening. The windows in the two lower levels and in the addi­
tions are six-over-six in rectangular openings frame in limestone.

The belltower, off the narthex or vestibule, rises high above the sanctuary. 
At the top, it has square, brick turrets with limestone quoining that extend above 
the parapet, which is also detailed in limestone. Double Gothic arches frame 
limestone louvers that hide the chimes which were made especially for this church 
by J.C. Began, Inc., of Chicago, Illinois. They are said to be the largest and 
heaviest set of chimes ever made by that company.

The interior of the main part of the church follows the traditional floor 
plan of a Gothic church. One enters the narthex or vestibule from the street 
side through a Norman arch framed in limestone. The doors are of solid oak with 
iron hardware. On the left is a side entrance and a bride's room. On the right 
is the entrance to the chapel. From the narthex, one can enter the nave or sanc­
tuary from one of three doors. The two side doors lead to the side aisles. These 
three doors are wood with paned-glass double doors.

The nave or sanctuary contains pews and has two side aisles. At the far 
end is the chancel or altar area, while at the opposite end, above the narthex, 
is the choir loft. The nave is divided into five bays, emphasized by the five 
Gothic arches that frame the stained-glass windows on either side. More than 
half of the wall space is stained glass. The glass was handmade by William 
Glasby of London, England, especially for this church over a twenty-five-year 
period. The windows were paid for by memorial contributions of members. It is 
one of the finest collections of handmade stained glass in the world.

[continued]







8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599

archeology-historic 
agriculture 

1600-1699 JX architecture
1700-1799 X art

__commerce
__communications

___  1800-1899
JL 1900-

community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture JL religion
___ law
___literature
___military
___music

philosophy 
politics government

science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates 1928 Builder/Architect Charles H. Hopson (architect)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Peachtree Christian Church is significant in architecture as a fine ex­
ample of a twentieth-century Gothic-styled church whose sanctuary or nave is 
built on the historic Gothic floor plan and includes a vaulted ceiling, side 
aisles, arched window openings, ribs and bosses, all characteristic elements of 
this style. Local materials, such as brick, were used rather than the stone 
that would have been used in Medieval times. It is also significant in archi­
tecture as a work of Charles H. Hopson (1865-1941) of Atlanta, an English-born 
architect who was best known in Atlanta and other cities for his ecclesiastical 
structures. His churches show the variety of styles available during the early 
twentieth century, as well as his ability to adapt them to local settings and 
needs. His other works, including the Rock Spring Presbyterian Church, show 
other adaptations of English churches to Atlanta. Mr. Hopson was a member of 
this church.

The church is significant in art for its large collection of English stained 
glass made by William Glasby. He flourished in the late-nineteenth and early- 
twentieth centuries as a glass painter and stained-glass designer in England.
Such a large collection created by one artist or studio gives the glass a unity 
of style and subject matter that other churches do not have.

The church is significant in religion because it is associated with the 
Christian Church, one of Georgia's smaller denominations. At the 1928 dedication, 
it was emphasized that the church was a "House of Prayer" for all people and that 
"no unkind word will ever be said of anybody's race or religion." Since the mid­
nineteenth century, Georgia has been predominantly Baptist and Methodist; Presby­
terians constitute a historic minority. The Christian denomination usually was 
found only in cities.

These areas of significance support property eligibility under National Regis­
ter criteria A and C.

Historical Narrative

Peachtree Christian Church rests on land once owned by Amos G. Rhodes,
Atlanta furniture dealer and large landholder. He built his own home, Rhodes 
Hall, in 1904, and it remains just across the street from the church. In 1924 
and 1926, he gave land for the church. His son-in-law, the Reverend L.O. Bricker, 
was the founding minister here and served until June, 1930.

[continued]



9. Major Bibliographical References_______ ________
Stidham, Pam. "Peachtree Christian Church." Historic Property Information Form, 

March 15, 1982 (Georgia Tech student project). On file at the Historic Preserva­
tion Section, Department of Natural Resources, Atlanta, Georgia.

See also continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 5 acres 
Quadrangle name Northwest Atlanta, Georgia 

UT M References

Quadrangle scale Ij 24,000

A 1(6 7 4|1|6|8|0 3l7 4|2|5|0 ,0
Zone Easting Northing

C 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

E 1 1 1 1 , 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1.1

G 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

J_L
Zone Easting

I I
Northing

I I 1 I

I I I 1 I__L

J__L I I I

Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property is all that is associated with the church and all that the 
owners own at this location, it is marked on the enclosed plat.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr., Historian

Historic Preservation Section 
organization Georgia Dept, of Natural Resources date March 26, 1984

street & number 270 Washington Street, S.W. telephone (404) 656-2840

city or town Atlanta state Georgia

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature J
Elizabe^""ATL^n

fifle State Historic Preservation Officer date

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date
!^per of the National Register 

Attest:

t'glster

date
Chief of Registration

GPO 8»4“78B









PEACHTREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia
Scale: Unknown
Source: An Interpretation of the . . .

Windows of Peachtree Christian Church 
(1975) .

Date: 1975, but actually shows the main 
floor without the 1961 education wing 
connections.Key: The rooms are marked on the plan. 
The various numbers (ex: WC-4) relate 
to locations of stained-glass windows.
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Woo /O / 9-

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Peachtree Christian Church
Fulton County 
GEORGIA Working No. APR ! R 1Q8A

, 5-. 9'S-

□ resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government
□ owner objection 
CH appeal

CJ sample CU request

Fed. Reg. Date: ________ ^
Date Due: W/
Action: _j=^rA^CEPT__J>y/7/S'T

___ RETURN
jfeitjvQaaJ. ___REJECT

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

, see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes 1 I no

7. Description

Condition
Cd excellent 
dl good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated
1 1 ruins
Cd unexposed

Check one
Cd unaltered
Cd altered

Check one
Cd original site
Cd moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness 
I I clarity
□ alterations/integrity 
D dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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THOMAS D. MORELAND
COMMISSIONER 

STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

EMORY C. PARRISH
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

of d^orgio 

2 dlajjitoi £^qmire
(icorgto 30334

June 28, 1983

HAL RIVES
ASST STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

DANIEL O. KELLY
TREASURER

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
Department of Natural Resources 
270 Washington Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30334
Dear Dr. Lyon:

iBCiPffFt
JUN. 3.1

HISTORIC f'RESSSVAriON SSCTK

Subject: Peachtree Christian Church, Fulton County

In reference to your Notice of May 9, 1983, we have reviewed the 
information on the subject nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which would 
have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that, wherever 
possible, highway rights-of-way not be included in the nomination.

Very truly yours.

Alton L. Dowd, Jr., P.E. 
Director of Preconstruction

PM/TDG/hm
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(T c%

fcp-f
3op p. Planner
COMMISSIONER

Jfcnrg ^trublc
DIRECTOR

^eparttn^nt of Natural ^osoitrcos
PARKS AND HISTORIC SITES DIVISION 

270 WASHINGTON STREET, S.W.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334 
(404) 656-2753

April 10, 1984

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Chief
Registration Branch
National Register Division
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
1100 "L" Street
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Carol:

Enclosed is the following National Register nomination for 
your consideration:

Peachtree Christian Church, Fulton County, Georgia.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
State Historic Preservation Officer

EAL:rce 

Enclosure

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT/AFFIRMATfVE ACTION EMPLOYER


