
THEMATIC NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION - GEORGIA COURTHOU; 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY FORM

Name of Structure:

Location:

nmiTvTv rirniT*f~TiniiRg

Courthouse Square, Toccoa, Ga. 30577

Cost: Unknown Date of Construction: 1907-08

Architect/builder: H. L. Lewman (Loulsville,Ky.Contractor: Falls City Construction Co.
(Louisville, Ky.)

Subsequent architects: _________

TAX MAP/PARCEL NUMBERS

DESCRIPTION:

Style: Neo-Classical

Facade Material: Brick/Stone

Condition: [ 3 Excellent [ ] Good [X] Fair

Fair structural condition - in need of repairs.

Map T.l BK.2 Par. 1 
Zone 17/E286190/N3828700 

UTM NO. 
Boundary: The entire block 
or square upon which the 
courthouse sits.

Acreage: 2 acres

1/2-1 8 0

The Ionic tetrastyle portico is pedimented, with an oculus in the center of the 
pediment, and the name 'Stephens County' is on the entablature. The cross plan of 
the two story building with basement has corner pavilions that project from a center 
core. The whole structure has an octagonal ribbed dome with hooded clocks (E.
Howard clock) and a lantern. The dome rises from a square base and on the second
stage directly under the clocks has arched windows enclosed by coupled pilasters 
and a pediment. This motif is repeated around the dome and echoes the design of the 
main facade. Today it still towers over the town and is very near the new downtown
shopping mall. '' .' •

Upstairs, the courtroom's elaborate pressed metal ceiling has been left intact. 
Designwise, the most impressive feature of this ceiling is a recessed shallow 
rectangle directly under the exterior dome. Colored glass squares of soft shades 
of green, yellow, and pink in the transoms of the windows give a muted glow. Modem 
additions such as comfortable jury chairs, microphones and sound equipment increase 
the usefulness of the room as a court of law.
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Dr. Elizabeth A. Lyon, Chief
Historic Preservation Section
Actinp, State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of Natural Resources
270 Washington Street, S. W.
Atlanta, Georgia 3033A

RE; County Courtliouscs in Georgia 
Stephens County Courthouse

Dear Dr. Lyon;

I . 1

I am the current owner' of the above named property vvhich is under 
consideration by your office for nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places,

pr opc ]' t.y broT'p'' pred ..11 jtn'Nrrt, luiit' 1 s L er,
As Present Board of County Commissioners, -we are currently the overseers 
of the Stephens County Courthouse Property, and we have the authority 
to sign approval of property being proposed for the National Register.

Yes No
“IT'

Coiiuucnts;

____ 12=k-I9-
Date ...Signature Bethel Crunkleton

Title Chairman

. Stephens,,County. _B.aard^^f -Commissioners,. 
Type-, or I'rinl Name



^tcpl|eit0 Cotmt^ |Board of CommtsBtotttw

BETHEL CRUNKLETON, Chairman 
JEANEHE M. JAMIESON, Vice-Chairman 
JAMES M. ADAMS, Commissioner

Court House Annex 
Post Office Box 386

TOCCOA, GEORGIA 30577

April 25, 1980

CECiL L CLIFTON JR., Attorney 
OUIDA T. HARPER, Clerk

Ms. Caxol D. Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
United States Department of the Interior 
Pension Building 
IlUO G. Street, N.V.
Washington, D.C. 2021^3

Dear Ms. Shull;

Thank you for your March 20, 198O letter advising us that 
the Stephens County Courthouse has been nominated for 
listiJlg m Thfe iMationdi Register of Historic Places.

After careful consideration and discussion, we believe 
that it is not in our best interest to pursue the enlist­
ment of this property in the National Register at this time.

Please be assured that your interest is very much appreciated.

Ve3?y truly yours,

STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OP COMMISSIONERS

Bethel Crunkleton- Chairman 

BC;oth
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