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The John James Jones House is a two~story frame structure located on
Jones Avenue, one block from the business district of Waynesboro, Georgia.
The nominated property is comprised of 6.6 acres.

The Jones House, built in 1876, is a combination of the Greek Revival and
Vietorian styles of architecture, The heavy frame construction of the two-
story portion of the structure is evident in the small basement. The two-
story cantilevered portico has six Doric columms. The center columns are ori-
ginal, while the remaining columns were replaced in 1975. The front door with
overlight and sidelights is flanked on each side by two windows. A canti-
levered balcony is located directly over the front door, while second-floor
windows are found over the first-floor windows. Flushboards are found on the
front facade of the structure, while weatherboards are found on the remaining
facades. The wooden floor of the front porch was replaced by brick in 1975.
Two one-story wings are located to the rear of the structure at a perpendicu-
lar angle. A porch, enclosed recently, connects the two wings. The exterior
ironwork was obtained from "Ingleside" in Augusta in the 1940s.

The floor plan of the Jones House is essentially Victorian. The first-
floor rooms contain elaborate Greek Revival ornamentation, some of which has
been added in the last forty years. The mirrors, chandeliers, marble mantels
and other ornamentation were added in 1948. The second-floor rooms are less
ornate. The unusual third-floor stairway leads into the attic. One of the
attic rooms is finished completely in heart pine, while the other attic room
remains unfinished. The house was remodeled and redecorated in 1948 and again
in the 1970s.

A garage, located behind the house, has been constructed on the site of
the original kitchen. It was built from wood that was used in the construction
of the kitchen. A well site is located beside the garage.

The Jones House is situated in a wooded setting in a residential neighbor-
hood. The front yard is landscaped with trees and various types of bushes.
The front yard has a circular drive that was once paved with brick. The back
yard was landscaped in the 1940s and the landscape consists of trees and vari-
ous types of plants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John James Jones House is significant to the architectural and local
history of Waynesboro. The Jones House is an example of an-antebellum style
of architecture that was comstructed in the Victorian period. The builder of
the house, John James Jones, was prominent in the political activities of
Waynesboro as well as the professional atmosphere of the town.

Architecturally, the house i1s an example of the persistence of the Greek
Revival style of architecture into the Victorian era. While the prominant
Greek Revival feature is found in the colonnaded portico, other Greek Revival
elements are noted in the Jones House. The bilateral symmetry of the facade
of the structure, the front door with overlight and sidelights, and the mas-
sive molding found in the first-floor rooms are typical qualities of the Greek
Revival architectural style. Also reminescent of the Greek Revival style is
the heavy frame construction, a rather conservative approach in construction.
Characteristics of the Victorian period are the tall, narrow proportions of
the structure, the asymmetrical floor plan and the bay window in the rear room.
While the technique involved in the construction of the cantilevered portico
and balcony is not a new innovation to the Victorian era, it is an indication
that the builder of the Jones House was interested in varied construction tech-
niques, It is reported that the builder, John J. Jones, modeled the portico of
the house after the Greek Revival portico of the residence of Senator Robert
Toombs, his wife's uncle.

John James Jones was born on September 13, 1824, at the family plantation

known as Old Canaan. He was educated at Emory College, Oxford, Georgia, and

~ graduated in 1845, He was admitted to the bar in 1846 and began his law prac-
tice in Macon the following year. After four years of practicing law in Macon,
he returned to Waynesboro to assume the role of planter for the family planta-
tion. He also opened a law practice in Waynesboro. In 1855, Jones married
Eva Toombs (1830-1900), niece of Senator Robert Toombs. In 1859, Jones was
elected to the U,S. Congress as the First District representative. When the
Stete of Georgia elected to secede from the Union in 1861, Jones, along with
the rest of the Georgila representatives, retired from the U.S. Congress.
Jones' involvement in the Civil War included the operation of his plantation
to provide Confederate troops with provisions. In 1863, he was elected captain

[continued]
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of a large company that he organized. In 1864, Jones was appointed aide-de-
camp to Governor Brown with the rank of colonel. He remained in this capa-
city until the close of the war. Jones was elected a representative to the
first session of the General Assembly after the war (1865-1866) and was
placed on the judiciary committee. He was instrumental in developing and
remodeling Georgia laws to meet the changed conditions of the state. He
served on the Board of County Commissioners in Burke County, as well as the
Board of Public Schools. He was also invelved in political activities and
served as the chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee of Burke County
for twelve years.

When the family plantation, "Old Canaan,'" burned in 1876, Jones decided
to build his new residence on a section of the family plantation near the town
of Waynesboro. He moved his family to the new house and lived there until his
death in 1898. The house became the property of Jones' daughter, Mrs. George
F. Cox, and the ownership was later transferred to Mrs. Cox's daughter, Evelyn
Cox Waddill, in an estate settlement. In 1948, Mrs, Waddill sold the property
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Neely. It was at this time that the land behind the
house was subdivided and sold as lots. The Neelys added much of the Greek
Revival ornamentation found in the house. Mrs. Neely was the tenth president
of the Garden Club of Georgia and she created the gardens to the rear of the
house. The property was purchased in 1973 by Dr. and Mrs. T.J. Horne, the
present owners. The Hornes made several changes in the structure in order to
insure its preservation, such as replacing four of the colummns and strengthen-
ing the foundation.
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: North corner; photographer
facing southwest.

DEC 06 W19






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE J

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Northwest side of structure;
photographer facing northeast.

DEC 06 1979
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Back of structure: photographer
facing east.

D %0 DEC 06 1979






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Back of structure; photo-
grapher facing northeast.

DEC 06 1979






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Southeast side of structure;
photographer facing north.

DEC 06 1975
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Front entrance; photographer
facing southwest.

5 pEC 06 ¥/






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Front landscape; photographer
facing west.

FEB | 5 ]9800!0 06 1979

PHOTOGRAPH BY
JAMES R. LOCKHART FOR
DEPY. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION

(7~ CREDIT MUST BE GIVEM
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Back landscape; photographer
facing northwest.
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor dining room;
photographer facing northwest.

DEC 06 197y






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor living room;
photographer facing northwest.

5 I 0kC 06 197y

PHOTOGRAPH BY
JAMES R. LOCKHART FOR
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
i STORIC PRESERVAYION SECTION
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor hall and stairway;
photographer facing southwest.

DEC 06 197y






DEC 08 8]y
JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE
Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia
Photographer: James R. Lockhart
Date: May, 1979
Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor parlor; photo-
grapher facing southeast.







JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE EC 06 1978

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R, Lockhart

Date: May; 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor den; photographer
facing northeast.

[ 5 198
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE ’)Ec 06 1979

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: First-floor bedroom; photo-
grapher facing south.
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PHOTOGRAPH BY
JAMES R. LOCKHART FOR

DEPY. OF NATURAL RESQOURCES

HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECHON

CRED!T MUST BE GIVEN






JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE DEC 06 »1979

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Second-floor hall and stair;
photographer facing southwest.

PHOTQGRAPH BY
JAMES R. LOCKHART FOR
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
/; HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION
\
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE pec 06 819

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Second-floor bedroom; photo-
grapher facing northwest.
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JOHN JAMES Jongs wouse ~ DEC 06 879 |

Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia ;

Photographer: James R. Lockhart

Date: May, 1979

Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Description: Second-floor bedroom; photo-
grapher facing southeast.

PHOTOGRAPH BY
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JOHN JAMES JONES HOUSE EC 06 1978
Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia
Photographer: James R. Lockhart
Date: May, 1979
Negative filed: Georgia Department of
Natural Resources
Description: Third-floor attic room;
photographer facing northwest.
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Dr. Elizabeth A. Lyon, Acting Chief MAY 2 5 1979
Jdi o

Historic Preservation Section
Acting State Historic Preservation Off]cer
Department of Natural Resources HISTORIC PRESEZVATION SECTION
270 Washington Street, S.W., Room 701 y
Atlanta, Georgi- 30334
Dear Dr. Lyon:
RE: Jones-Cox House, Burke County

I am the current owner of the above historic property which is
under consideration by your office for nomination to the National

Register of Historic Places.

I approve of my property being proposed for the National

Register.
<;;;:W} __No
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DEC 06 18979

Bepartment of Transportation

THOMAS D. MORELAND ; : ﬁhdc ﬁf (62['“51&
COMMISSIONER 2 HAL RIVES
STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER Nu. 2 (ﬂapttul ﬁquare ASST. STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER
EMORY C. PARRISH g DANIEL O. KELLY
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER gt[alﬂa’ Oégnrg‘a 30334 TREASURER

June 18, 1979

Ms. Elizabeth A. Lyon, Ph.D., Chief
Historic Preservation Section
Department of Natural Recources
270 Washington Street, S. W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Ms. Lyon:

In reference to your Notice of May 17, 1979, we have reviewed the
information on the proposed nomination of the Jones-Cox House,
Burke Ccunty, to the National Register of Historic Places.

We find no approved transportation plan or proposed project which
would have an affect on the site. However, it is requested that

the highway rights of way not be included in the nomination.

Yours very truly,

Director of Preconstruction
RLC/bl

cc: Pete Malphurs
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Bepartment of Natural Resources

PARKS AND HISTORIC SITES DIVISION

>
71110,

Yoe B. Tanner
COMMISSIONER DEC 06 1979

Benrp B. Struble November 30, 1979

DIRECTOR

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service

U. S. Department of Interior

440 G Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

We have enclosed the following National Register nomination for your review
and consideration.

John James Jones House, Waynesboro, Burke County, Georgia

Sincerely,

Clpditts Q o

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Ph.D., Chief
Historic Preservation Section
Acting State Historic Preservation
Officer
EAL:dm
Enclosures

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

.
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NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL ,TITLE  OFFICE




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE GEORGIA
Feo |
Date Entered 5 1?8@

Name Location
Chattooga Academy Lafayette
Walker County
Grace Church Clarkesville
Habersham County
Wilson, Judge William A., House Atlanta
Fulton County
<:iggg§) John James, House Waynesboro
Burke County

Also Notified

Honorable Sam Nunn

Honorable Herman E. Talmadge Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Lawrence P. McDonald Dr. Elizabeth A. Lyon

Fonoratle Edgar L. Jenkins Historic Preservation Section

Honorable Wyche Fowler, Jr. Depertment of Natural Resources

Honorable Ronald Bo Ginn 270 Washington Street SW., Room 703-C

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

NR Byers/bjr 2/20/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




