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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Druid Hills Parks and Parkways is the most significant portion of a
large residential suburb located between Moreland Avenue and Briarcliff Road
which mark the eastern boundary of Fulton County and the City of Decatur in
the northeast section of the metropolitan area of Atlanta. This portion of
the suburb is an area of open space and curving roadways which structures the
environment of the larger residential neighborhood around it. The entrance
to the neighborhood from the mixed commercial and residential area to the
west is clearly marked both by the change in street pattern and the land-
scaped park areas. Ponce de Leon Avenue runs in a predominantly west-east
direction from Briarcliff Road toward the City of Decatur. Near the eastern
edge of the subdivision the avenue passes under the Seaboard Coast Line which
runs north and south through the eastern portion of the original Druid Hills
subdivision. Beginning at the Ponce de Leon-Briarcliff intersection a nar-
rower roadway, Ponce de Leon South curves south of a series of small parks
and extends east to Fairview Road. This curving roadway provides access to
the lots which face the parks as well as forming the southern edge of the par]
spaces. Briarcliff and Moreland Roads form the western boundary of the area.
One block south of Ponce de Leon South, Fairview Road runs easterly from Moret
land Avenue for three blocks and curves to the north to intersect Ponce de
Leon Avenue. Beyond this intersection a second section of Ponce de Leon South
again curves south and east, around a series of parks and along residential
lots to the west of Clifton Road where it once again enters Ponce de Leon
Avenue. Several park spaces are included between the Ponce de Leon roadways
beginning with Springdale Park between Briarcliff and Springdale Roads, and
continuing through a long line of green spaces to Shadyside and Dellwood
Parks east of Fairview Road. Along the northern edge of this linear parkland
a strip of land bordered by trees clearly indicates the route once used by
the electric street railway line which ran between Decatur and Atlanta.
Beyond Dellwood Park, at the intersection of Ponce de Leon Avenue and Barton
Woods Drive, a section of roadway called Ponce de Leon North, curves away
from the main avenue in a northerly and then easterly direction to form the
boundary of a wooded ravine, Deepdene Park. This final park space contrasts
sharply with the other more open areas in its forest character and depressed

topography.
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Notable homes which border the Druid Hills Parks and Parkways include
former James Venable, Asa G. Candler, Asa Warren Candler and Henry Heinz
residences. Venable's three-story Stone Mountain granite, Jacobethan "Stone-
henge" has now been adapted to a church through a stylistically sympathetic
addition. Asa G. Candler's home, now St. John's Melkite Church, is a monu-
mental, cream brick and marble Italian Renaissance revival mansion, while his
son Asa Warren's two-story redbrick home further east on Ponce de Leon is
Georgian Revival. This second Candler home is a two-story brick building
with a central four columned portico. The Henry Heinz residence, also along
the north side of Ponce de Leon Avenue, is a two-story stucco Renaissance
Revival building. Along Fairview Road to the south many of the oldest homes
of the subdivision in Georgian Revival and Tudor styles still stand.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Druid Hills Parks and Parkways are important as the only example in
Atlanta and one of a few in the southeast of the work of the eminent land-
scape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. Although Olmsted Brothers, sons
and successors to the senior Olmsted, drew the final plans for the suburb
after Olmsted's death in 1903, the senior Olmsted had provided the prelimi-
nary plan on which the suburb's design is based. This area of Druid Hills
which sets the tone for the entire surrounding residential neighborhood is
a clear expression of Olmsted's design concepts for parks, parkways and
residential areas. It is therefore an important Atlanta example of land-
scape architecture whose potential contribution to the physical environment
of this area of the city in which the population density is increasing is
highly significant.

Planning for the area which in the early twentieth century became Druid
Hills suburb began in the early 1890's as a project of the Kirkwood Land
Company. Joel Hurt, by 1890 a prominent Atlanta builder and businessman,
was the major figure in the company which was chartered in January, 1890.

Hurt had already in the 1880's begun the development of Inman Park, Atlanta'é

first planned residential suburb, built the city's first electric street
railway between Inman Park and the downtown area, and was planning the south
first skyscraper, the Equitable (Trust Company of Georgia Building, demol-
ished 1971) Building which was completed in 1892. Several prominent Atlantarn
were original stockholders of the Kirkwood Land Company, including bankier
Robert Lowry, who owned a large acreage in the area to be developed. Deed
records show that the large tract of over 1400 acres which would comprise
the Druid Hills residential area was assembled between 1890 and 1892. Hurt
originally intended to develop only 600 acres into building sites, but was
gradually persuaded by the Olmsted firm to develop a plan for the entire
tract.

Between 1890 and 1894 Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. who had planned parks
and residential areas for so many American cities, made several visits to
Atlanta for the purpose of consulting with Hurt on the plans for developing
what Hurt on occasion referred to as the "ideal residential suburb". Hurt
also visited the Olmsted offices in Brookline, Massachusetts during this
period. By 1893 a preliminary plan for roads, parks, lakes and building
sites had been drawn and submitted to the Kirkwood Land Company. One of the
main features of this plan was the gently curving Ponce de Leon Parkway.
Hurt had originally proposed to extend Ponce de Leon Avenue into his company
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lands in a straight line as he had previously done with Edgewood Avenue into

(conti
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8. Signifi?éhéé continued, page 2

Inman Park, but Olmsted convinced him that it would be more natural and economi-|
cal to allow the topography to determine the boulevard's route. A second feature
of the original plan,which remains extant today in the structure of the land-
scape along Ponce de Leon Avenue, was the location of an electric street railway
line in a strip of land adjacent to, rather than in the center 0f, the roadway.
The separation of traffic modes, Olmsted advised, would not only decrease travel
time to Atlanta and reduce maintenance costs, but contribute to the beauty of
the area by hiding wires and poles among the trees. It was Hurt's intention in
1894 to proceed with the grading of roads and building of lakes according to the
Olmsted plans, but in the wake of the Panic of 1893, the Kirkwood Land Company
experienced financial difficulty. Several loans on the company property in the
later 1890's and a letter to a Boston lawyer relative to money owned to the
Olmsted firm record some of the problems. In addition, Hurt's numerous business
activities, in particular his electric street railway company, commanded his
attention.

After a settlement and sale of the street railway in 1901 allowed the re-
payment of some of the loans, Hurt once again turned his attention to Druid Hillls.
By this time Frederick Law Olmsted Sr., incapacitated by illness, had retired so
that his sons and successors, Olmsted Brothers ,took over the work in Druid Hillsg.
The original 1893 plan formed the basis for consultations with Olmsted's step-
son, John C. Olmsted in 1902 and 1903, and in 1905 Olmsted Brothers submitted a
plan for the southern most portion of the Kirkwood Company land. This is the
section bordering Ponce de Leon Avenue and includes the string of parks and open
spaces between the Avenue and Ponce de Leon, North and South, which had been
proposed by the senior Olmsted in the 1890's, as well as the building sites
along Ponce de Leon Avenue and Fairview Road. By 1908 when Hurt sold the entire
holdings of the Kirkwood Land Company for a record half-million dollars, roads
had been graded, surface drainage systems completed, and parks and some building
sites landscaped. A syndicate headed by Coca-Cola magnate Asa G. Candler, which
organized the Druid Hills Corporation in 1909, was the purchasern This company
continued the development of the entire tract between 1910 and 1935, retaining
most of the features of the Olmsted Brothers plan in the original ninety-acre
section which had been begun, but making changes and modifications in the other
areas of the tract. For example, neither of the lakes were built, and the size
of the building lots became smaller as the development progressed. Deed restric
tions that were considerably shorter than those advised by John C. Olmsted,
lapsed in the late 1940's allowing land use changes in the area after that time.

Ponce de Leon Avenue, however, and the linear parkland along its picturesque
route from Briarcliff Road on the west to the Seaboard Coast Line railroad
itracks on the east, were developed from the Olmsted plans. The gently curved
roadway carries out the senior Olmsted's belief that a natural, informal course
provides a welcome contrast to the more rigid rectilinear gridiron pattern of
adjacent building shapes and areas. The open spaces, from Springdale Park with
its swings, slides and recreational purposes, through Shady Side and others
(continued)
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8. Significance continued, page 3

where open meadows are bordered by clumps of trees and foliage in a typical
Olmsted pattern, to Deepdene Park which is a seemingly impenetrable forest, rep-
resent basic Olmsted landscape concepts. The landscaped environment and road-
way pattern clearly distinguishes the Druid Hills area from the section of the
city to the west. Departure from exclusively residential land use which was
possible after deed restrictions lapsed in the late 1940's, has converted some
of the large homes along Ponce de Leon into churches, clubs and apartment houses
Presently, now apartment and condominium developments on the large lots are
increasing the population density of the area. The parks and parkways are of
increased importance,therefore, to maintainance of the environment in the face
of such changes, as well as to the preservation of the integrity of the larger
residential neighborhood to the north which was developed in the old Kirkwood
Company lands. Many older residential neighborhoods in Atlanta suggest the
influence of Frederick Law Olmsted in their curving streets, occasional park
spaces and landscaped lots. It is essential that the site and form of his work
in the Druid Hills section of the city, which exerted influence on some of these
areas, be preserved.

It should also be noted that significant examples of the work of Neel Reid,
an early 20th century Atlanta architect, is found in the Druid Hills area.
Noted on the sketch map is the architect’s own house built in a Neo-Georgian
style (1914); the Oscar Strauss tudor-style house (1917); the Walter Rich House
(1913) and the Jasper Draper House (1915). Neel Reid studied at Columbia
University and the Ecole de Beaux Art and with Hal Heinz and Rudolph Adler and
formed one of the most noted early 20th century Renaissance Revival oriented
residential architecture firms in Atlanta.

2. Location

Area bounded by Moreland Avenue and Briarcliff Road on the west; rear lot lines
of property bordering Ponce de Leon Avenue and Ponce de Leon Avenue North on

the north; Seaboard Coast Line Railraod on the east; rear lot lines of propertigs
bordering Fairview Road and Ponce de Leon Avenue South, on the south.
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DATEENTERED APR 11 9975

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

Bl NAME

HISTORIC
Druid Hills Park & Parkways

AND/OR COMMON

Bl LocaTION
Fulton & )
CITY, TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY DeKalb STATE Georgia
Atlanta
[} PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT  David Kaminsky DATE OF PHOTO March, 1975

NEGATIVEFILED ATgeorgia Department of Natural Resources

PY IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
1348 Fairview Road (North side of street); the Walter Rich House designed by Neel

Reid in 1913
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Form No. 10-301a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

[FOR NPS USE onw

RECEIVED IAR 12 1975

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC
Druid Hills Park & Parkways

AND/OR COMMON

Bl LocAaTION
Fultons&
CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY DeKalb STATEGeorgia
Atlanta
PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTOCREDIT pDavid Kaminsky BATEOFFRND . Miweh, 1978

NEGATIVEFILEDAT Georgia Department of Natural Resources

F¥ IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
1436 Fairview Road (on North side of street); the Joseph Neel Reid House designed
for himself in 1914
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Form No. 16-301a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - e

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES  [RECEIVED MAR 12 175 -

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM L -
DATEENTERED PR 11 WS

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPEALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC
Druid Hills Park & Parkways
AND/OR COMMON

Bl LocATION T

CITY, TOWN —_VICINITY OF COUNTY DeKalb STATE Georgia
Atlanta

E] PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT David Kamj_nsky DATE OF PHOTO March, 1975

NEGATIVEFILED AT Georgia Department of Natural Resources

B} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
1372 Fairview Road and eastward on north side of street, Oscar Strauss House (en iaFiE)
designed by Neel Reid in 1917
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Form No. 10-301a
(Rev. 10-74)

D STATE = 5 3 , -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘ :
receivep MAR 12 1975

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM , . PR 11 W7
DATEENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --|[ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

Bl NAME

HISTORIC
Druid Hills Park & Parkways

AND/OR COMMON

Bl LocaTiON
Fulton &

CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY pekalb STATE Georgia

Atlanta

E} PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT  payig Kaminsky DATEOFPHOTO March, 1975

HEGATIVE FILCRINE Georgia Department of Natural Resources

P} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
1360 Fairview (left) and looking east to 1372 Fairview, the Oscar Strauss House

designed by Nee]l Reid in 1917
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Form No. 10-301a
(7/72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NN
MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE Canteia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e
ulton & DeKalb

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photagraph) e ;;;( N;’ MEBE‘,R b 4
z
Q GRMMa: Druid Hillg Parks and Parkways
- AND/OR HISTORIC:
8 PHRERFIANRINGMBER: U Rea 1mmedlately north and south of Ponce e Leon Avenue
- between Briarcliff Road and the Seaboard Coast Line. - 1ip
CITY OR TOWN:
o Atlanta :
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: X CODE,
wv Fulton & DeKalb 218089
ik PHoTo creoIT:  Eljzabeth A. Lyon
pATE oF PHoTo:  November, 1973
LY ] NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w Atlanta Urban Design Commission, City Hall, Atlanta, Georegia R
)
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Oscar Strauss House, looking north
Fairview Road, early houses in the suburb
This Tudor house was designed by a famous Atlanta architect, Neel Reid

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: g 7.6+ 189
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NOV 1 1974

¥r. Edwvard F, Tamas i Yoo
1715 Ponce De Leen Avenue, KE. Bl
Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Dear Mr. Tamss:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the momination of
Ponce De Leon Avenue as part of the Druid Hill Historic District,

Atlasta, Ceorgia, to the Natiomal Register of Histeric Places. This
nomination has not yet been forwarded to us by the State. However,
we feel that the following information may be of interest to you.

Nominations to the Hational Register are made by the States after
research by the State Preservation staff and approval by a State
Review Board made up of prefessional histeriams, architectural his—
torians, and archeologists. Upon receipt of a nomination, the Hational
Register staff must impartially apply the criteria for listing a
property on the National Register to the nominated property. These
criteria are listed in the enclosed leaflet entitled "The Hational
Register of Historiec Places.™

Listing ia the National Register is a governmental recognition that

a property possesses historic values. Such listing does net place
restrictions upon a private owner or upon a State or local govarnment
acting without Federal involvemeat. It does, however, insure that any
federal agency contemplating an undertaking or licensing action which

would have an effect on the property will allow the Advisory Couneil

on Historie Preservatiom opportunity to review and comment on the action.
Also, such listing makes the property eligible for financial assistance
under Title I of the 1966 Hational Eistoric Preservation Act (80 Stat. 915),
as amendad,

We hope this information will be useful to you, and we shall be happy
to answer any further questions.

Sincerely yours,
et £
»? Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)
Hi{lliam J. Murtagh
Keeper of the MNational Register

Enclosure
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cc: Mr. Jackson O'Neal Lamb
Chief, Historic Preservation Section
Georgla Dept. of Natural Resources
710 Trinity-Washington Building
270 Washington Street, SW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 w/c inc.

bec: Regional Director, Southeast Region w/c inc.

FNP: J Thorman:fdf 10-31-74
Director's Reading File
DI
~PR w/c inc.

~BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR



Bepartment of Natral Resmurces

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH
270 WASHINGTON ST., S.W.

4
Joe B. Tarner ATLANTA, GEORGIA 3033
(404) 656-5160

COMMISSIONER

Qharles M. Parrish, I December 6, 1974

DIVISION DIRECTOR

LI N
A8 ~'~—~e~%\{ (Q\
,,(‘\/, ,;‘
<\
RECEIVED K‘(‘).. \
e
DEC 11 1974 ¥ 7l
Dr..William q. Murtagh. : NATIONAL
National Register of Historic Places
. . REGISTER
National Park Service
Department of the Interior —

Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is the National Register Nomination form for Druid
Hills Parks and Parkways in Fulton and DeKalb Counties.

We would appreciate every consideration in your review of
this nomination.

Sincerely, 9

. /7 A ,
C Lo /J%zu L2/

Carole A. Summers
Coordinator
Historic Sites Survey
CAS:cs
Enclosure



Bepartment of Natural Resources

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH
270 WASHINGTON ST., S.W.

302 @. maxmzt ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

COMMISSIONER

(404) 656-5160

Uharles M. Parrish, 11

DIVISION DIRECTOR

Mr. Bill Lebroviett

Historic Sites Survey

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D. C.

Dear Bi

that yo

EZM:rja

March 10, 1975

11z

Enclosed are additional photographs in the Druid Hills Park & Parkways district
u requested.

Let me know if there is anything else you need.

Sincerely,

Ao ucl Doy

th Z. Macgregor
Architectural Historian
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INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

Washington, B.E. 20515

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
COMMITTEE

SUBCOMMITTEES:
COMMERCE, CONSUMER AND MONETARY

AFFAIRS
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS AND Ma xr Ch 3 l 4 1 9 7 5
HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. Frank R. Wolf
Congressional Liaison Office

Room 7355
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Wolf:

I have received a telephone call from Dr. Gary R.
Smith, Professor of Law at Emory University, who is a
member of the Druid Hills Civic Association of Atlanta,
Georgia.

Doctor Smith is concerned about a pending applica-
tion (H-34-PR) for the preservation of a historic area.
The Georgia Natural Resources Department's Parks and
Historic Sites Division contacted the National Register
of Historic Places, National Park Service, of your
Department, on December 6, 1974. Mr. William J. Murtag,
Keeper of the National Register acknowledged this cor-
respondence on December 11, 1974. Unfortunately, there
has been no further action.

The particular area involved runs from Moreland
Avenue to Scott Boulevard, along Ponce deLeon Avenue,
in Atlanta. There are not only lovely old homes but
parkways and byways which enhance the land and give
the area a very distinctive quality.

The Druid Hills Civic Association is most anxious
to have this area designated as a historic preservation
site as expeditiously as possible. The Association is
concerned that any delay will allow the demolition of
some of these gracious old homes and the widening of the
streets will eliminate some of the scenic parkways.

Needless to say, I would deeply appreciate your check-
ing into the status of this application and advising me
of your findings. Anything you can do to preserve this
area will be one step forward in preserving our historic
landmarks.

- continued -

i o ‘“\%(L%j



I look forward to hearing from you on this matter,
and with all best wishes, I am

A\ trul urg,

¢
EYWiott H. Léevitas
Member of Congress

EHL:k






April 7, 1975

Dear Congressman Levitas:

: Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent,
Dr. Gary R. Smith, regarding his interest in the status of a pending
application for the preservation of a historic area in Georgia.

I have asked the Rational Park Service to respond to you
concerning this application, and you will be hearing from them
Q*tbortly

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance

' Sincerely,
o - (sgd.) Frank R. Wolf

- ».  Frank R, Uolf
A Deputy Assistant Secretary

Honorable Elliott H. Levitas e {;§W=,l o

U. S. House of Representatives iy Qe
Washington, D. C. 20515 . . Yas
\_:_J{‘; e

S

\,/égj Ira Whitlock - Please let me know when a reply is §ent,"7h6§iiidﬁw
Frank



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE GEORGIA
Date Entered APR 11 1976
Hame Location
PRI SNl Sustuage Atlanta

* :

Also Notified

Hon. Herman E. Talmadge

Hon. Ssm Nunn

Hon. Elliott Levitss

Regional Director, Southeast
Region |

[ﬁ“’“‘”‘ MMott/ bsh 4/11/75
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Honorable Elliott H. Levites o M @‘_‘m‘.,,
Washington, D.C. fﬁ/ﬁ

Dear Mr. Levitas:

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congreszional and Legislative
Affairs Wolf has asked us to thank you for your letter on
bebalf of Dr. Gary R. Smith concerning nomination of the Druid
Hills Parks and Parkways in Atlanta, Georgia, to the National
Register of Historic Places.

We are pleased to advise you that the Druid Hills Parks and
Parkways area was entered in the Hational Register on April 11,
1975. We regret that there was a delay in the final approval
of the nominstion for this eree, but final review could not be
completed until some additional photogrephs were submitted by
the State.

The enclosures describe the HNational Register and the grantse
in-aid progranm.

We appreciste your interest sand that of Dr. Smith in historic

preservation.
Bincerely yowrs,
As;swlatai)
.
Enclosures

bee: Mr. Jackson O'Neal Lamb
Chief, Historic Preservation Section, Dept of Natural Resources,

CL. 270 Wachington Street, S.W., Atlanta, @>. 3033L4) w/c of inc.
CL,Mr. Wolf

Reg. Dir., Southeast Reg.)w/c of inc. 11
Director's Reading File C.S

DI P P PR) IS) L)
LS-TWood-Dir's Chron.

FNP:WReeves :dar :4-17-75 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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By JOHN REETZ

A residential section of Druid Hills soon will be nopi-
nateﬂ:o the National Register of Historic Places, a plove
that is almost sure to be accepted by federal p
officials. i

“Very, very-few(nominations) are rejected,” one
state historic official said. “It's almost 100 per cent that it
will be accepted.”

The area to be suggested as a national historic site is
located roughly between Emory University and Ponce de
Leon Avenue.

The Druid Hills section of northeast Atlanta is noted
for its large, early 20th-century homes and its landscape
plan, designed by Frederick Olmstead, the designer of
New York’s Central Park.

If it is included in the national historic register as ex-
pected, the Druid Hills historic section will connect with a
series of parks along Ponce de Leon Avenue that have al-
ready been added to the historic register.

. “Technically, what we're doing is enlarging that his- -

toric district,” said Lyn Waskiewicz of the Historic
Preservation Section of the Department of Natural Re-

- sources (DNR).

~The section suggested for inclusion in the historie

‘Waskiewicz said.

* the proposed nomination to the historié

register runs north from Moreland Avenue and Fairview
Road along Briarcliff Road to the Emory Road At
that intersection, the boundary runs east toward Em )
University, then heads south adjacent to Clifton Roa

The border line zig-zags south until it nears the East
Lake community, then extends west several blocks south
of Ponce de Leon Avenue,

DNR officials believe the area is significant because
of the following: =

_® As one of the first planned communities in Atlanta,
g had an effect on suburban residential growth patterns in
e city.

® Olmstead, a well-known architect in the 19th cen-
tury, did the early planning for the area. £ gk

® The quality and diversity of the architectural styles
is also important. y

® Many influential Atlanta citizens have lived in the
area. k8

Other than the status of being included in a historie .
area, the only benefits residents will receive is protection
from federal projects that might disrupt the area, Miss

' commen
‘Tegister

t on
APASE o
oo e+ S

DNR officials will be accepting pub

Wednesday. #
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By Carole Ashkinaze
Constitution Staff Writer

Marion Kuntz never lived in “Paradiso,”

one of the grandest of the old hilltop mansions

overlooking the historic Ponce de Leon Corri-

dor. '

- She never even set foot inside the place

until 1958, after the death of its last owner-

occupant, when she and her husband Paul, both

of them professors at area universities, pur-
chased the old John Hurt House next door.

- But Marion Kuntz loved the place, and the

exquisitely proportioned porticoes, and piazzas

t made it stand out among its neighbors,

with the sort of ardor usually reserved for one’s
ancestral home. She had looked on affection-
ately during the past 20 years, in which it lay
mostly vacant, chasing away vandals, reporting
suspicious noises to the police, hauling away
dead tree limbs and other debris. She had
fought attempts by city officials to have the

place condemned, and had wept inwardly when .

a notice declaring the place “unfit for human

habitation” was nailed to its boarded-up front

door a couple of years ago.

And she told her Greek language students
at Georgia State University Monday morning,

Marion Kuntz Looks Over The Burnt-Out Shell Of The ‘Paradiéo’ Mansion ~ **'° i

History Dies In ‘Parad

1so’

after waking to survey the charred ruins that
the old house was “one of the most beautiful
and gracious houses I've eyer seen, anywhere in -
the world.” \ e
“I've lost something, we've all lost some-
thing, very precious.” Bty
- Paradiso, one of several stately mansions
listed, as part of the Ponce de Leon Corridor in
Druid Hills, on the Nationa] Re of Histori

Places, was demolished by a blaze of suspicious

origin in the hours before sunrise Monday, while

See HOUSE, Page 3-C
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