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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Savannah, Georgia,
is a U-shaped marble building which fronts Wright Square on the east.
Covering a downtown city block, its boundaries are defined by State
Street on the north, Whitaker Street on the west, and York Street on the
southe The three-story structure is built in what would be termed most
correctly the Second Renaissance Revival style,

When first built, the Federal Building, then the Post Office, was less
than half the size of its present-day appearance, President Street ran
into Wright Square at the time of its construction in the 1890's. The
main facade of the Post Office, with its five arched entrance doors with
leaded and stained glass and its centrally placed square tower, opened
onto President Street., UWhen the building was enlarged in the early 1930's,
President Street was closed and the structure extended north to State
Streete ‘

The 1930!'s addition successfully reproduced not only the style but also
the details of the ealier section, Wall surfaces are white marble., On
the rusticated first floor, stone has a slightly rough texture to contrast
with the smoother walls of the upper stories, Elevations are symmetrical
and have very slight projecting and receding planes.

A variety of openings have been used., All those on the first floor have
rounded arches, including the two main entrances now located on the east
facade, Second floor openings are flat across the east front and on the
end bays of both sides, Other openings on the second story, as well as
those on the third floor, are arched, Openings are often grouped in two's
and three's, Openings in the central mass of both sides and in the en-
trance bays on the east front are recessed and pillared with balconies,
creating a loggia or gallery effect, Second floor windows are connected
by a stringcourse., There is elaborate carving over many openings, in-
cluding one fafe of "Uncle Sam" with the initials "US", UCH", and "PO".

The cornice is both heavily carwed and inset with medallions of avrying
colors of marble., Shading the cornice is a projecting, bracketed eavee
The roof has only a slight pitche

At the rear of the building on Whitaker Street is the covered loading
and service areas

When completed in 1899, the Post Office had thirty-two rooms occupied
by various federal agenciese It was heated by steam and open fireplaces
with gas logs. Due to extensive renovationms, few evidences of the early
appearance of the interior are visible, although some of the original
oak paneling and mantels remain intact. The courtroom has been aCltered

considerablye

The building dimensions are 154'0" x 154'0".
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Savannah is
prominently located on Wright Square in the downtown section. Al-
though "historic" Savannah is identified generally with an earlier
period, the Federal Building makes an important visual contribution
to the city architecturallye. A notable representation of its period
and built in the Second Renaissance Revival style, it is one of the
more distinguished and imposing structures of the late nineteenth
and twentieth centuries in Savannah,

The site of the Federal Building is historically important, dJames
Edward Oglethorpe, the founder of Georgia, erected a courthouse on
the site, where, among other events, John Wesley preached during
1736 and 1737,

According to a government printed history, work on a post office
at the corner of York and Abercon Streets had begun in 1889, but
was suspended because Savannah citizens wanted "a more suitable
structure,”" Congress was persuaded to appropriate more funds and
on June 15, 1894, a local newspaper reported that excavations had
begun the day before at the President Strecet site. It noted that
local men were being employed for the projects On July 31, 1899,
the paper announced that the following day all departments of the
post office were to be in the "new government building," which is
"an ornaZment and a pride to the city." It also housed the United
States Courts, the United States Engineers, and the Weather Bureau.
The building was probably designed in 1893-189L when W. J. Edbrooke
was Supervising Architect.

The building was enlarged between 1930 and 1932, when President
Street was closed and the structure extended to include a full
city block, Today, it serves as a postal station as well as offices
for numerous federal agencies, A [




A History of Public Bulldlngs under the Control of the Treasury Department.
Washington: Govermment Printing Office, 11901, ppe. 108=109.

Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc., File on the Federal Building and Unitef
States Courthouse.

Records of The Hational Archives, Atlanta Regional Office of The National
Archives, Federal Records Center. Record Group RG121, Accession Kumber
6841360,

Savannah Morning Hews, June 15, 1894, and July 31, 1899.
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DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

1,000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,

zone 17, shown in blue

Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial

photographs taken 1971.

field checked

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL M)—\P ACCURACY STANDARDS
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

1955

PHOTOREVISED 1971
AMS 4748 11 SE—SERIES V845

This information not

Red tint indicates areas in which only
landmark buildings are shown

Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTare GEORGIA

Date Entered NN 7 *74

.Name Location
Haralson County Courthouse Buchanan ;
Haralson County
f FPederal Building and United States Savannah
Courthouse Chathana County
Habershem lMemorial EHall Atlanta

Fulton County

Also Notified - gprapq Ristorie Preservation Officer

Mre Joe D. Tanner, Counissioner
Georgia Department of liatural lescurces
710 Trinity-Vaghington Suilding

270 Washington Street, S.W.

Atlauta, Georgia 30334

Hon. Herman E, Talmadge
Hon, Sam NHuan
Hon. John J. ?173:. Jre
Hon, Bo Cinn
fon. Andrew Young
Mr. Steven Ruttenbaum, Genaral
Services Adainistration
PR MMOTT: pl 6/10/74

 Regional Director, Southeast Region



Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

) [ /! [/ 2,
1522 K Street, NW 1, i / /7
Washington, DC 20005 4

JUN 4 1981

Mr. Wesley L. Johnson, Jr.

Regional Administrator, Region 4
General Services Administration
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street SW.

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This is in response to your letter of April 28, 1981, and accompanying
"Preliminary Case Report," concerning adverse effects of the planned
Savannah Federal Building and Parking Garage, at Savannah, Georgia, on
archeological resources within the National Historic Landmark District.
You have stated that GSA "will not be able to accomplish any further
archeological work ‘in Savannah due to lack of funds," and cite an archeological
1nvest1gatlon undertaken during 1980 as evidence that GSA has already-

"spent over $11,000 toward the recovery of these archeological resources"

in the project area.

We are seriously concerned with the position GSA has taken, and ‘we wish
to make our own position on this point absolutely clear.

1. There is a signed Memorandum of Agreement for this project, ratified
by the Chairman of the Council on June 8, 1979, requiring your treatment
of archeological resources in accordance with a data recovery plan
implemented in accordance with the Council's guidelines.

2. The archeological investigations conducted by Cultural Resource

Services, Inc., and presented in the report titled Historical and Archeological
Investigations at the Planned Federal Building Site, Savannah, Georgia
(December 1980), included only identification and assessment of the
potentially affected historic archeological component of the Savannah _

Historic District, in accordance with Stipulation 2.a. of the Memorandum

“of Agreement.

3. GSA's decision not to conduct recovery of the archeological data
revealed by the testing program, if not reversed would result in an
unmitigated adverse effect on the district and this would violate Stipulation
2.h. of the Memorandum of Agreement. This would cause GSA to no longer

be in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation

Act and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800). GSA would have to

again request the Council's comments, in accordance with 36 CFR Part

800, on the project and its effects on the Savannah Historic District.



2

We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. You
should refrain from taking or sanctioning any action that could result

in an adverse effect on any of the resources within the Savannah Historic
District until this matter is resolved.

Sincerely,

omas F Kingf
Director, Office of Cul
Resource Preservation
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1)NAME as it appears on federal register:

First Bryan Baptist Church

@LOCA’]‘ION street & number
575 W. Bryan St.

city 7 town
Savannah

®OTHER NAMES: date of entry: county code:
2 2 1978 51
vicinity of state county ‘NPS REGION:
GA Chatham SE

OWNER [RPRIVATE [JSTATE CIMUNICIPAL DICOUNTY CIMULTIFLE [JFEDERAL(agency name)

@ADMI NISTRATOR :

EXISTING SURVEYS [JHABS JHAER [CINHL

@ CONDITION Ddeteriorated Daltered

J0)FunDED? OYEs  CINO @coucnsss pisTricT 18t SOURCE of NOMINATION RISTATE  CIFEDERAL

if state re ared form?
eve efl Y

OLocaL mevm ORGANIZATION

Ooriginal site |G)features:  CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 @ CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3

Oexcellent Oruins Dunaltered Omoved nQEC)N(N INTACT-0 ED NOT INTACT=0 OINOT INTACT - O
DE".‘"’ Ounexposed Oreconstructed Qunknown WO UNKNOWN =4 WO UNKNOWN -5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Ofair Dunexcavated  Oexcavated Z ) NOT APPLICABLE=7 SCINOT APPLICABLE-8 Z C)NOT APPLICABLE- ©
@ACCESS O YES =Restricted []YES =Unrestricted [J No Access [JUnknown [@AUAPTW[ use CJYES DNBI@ SAVED? (O YES ] IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? [Jyes[lno
€1 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING = 11 {3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 [J POLITICS/GOVT.~ 21 [JRECREATION -28 @fCLA}MS explain
[JARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric=2 [ COMMERCE=6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 (3 LAW-16 [0 RELIGION=22 ) SETTLEMENT=29 e
CJ ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 [ COMMUNICATIONS =7 (D EXPLORATION =12 O LITERATURE =17 [ SCIENCE= 23 CIURBAN PLANNING-31 | «gldest’ ()
[ AGRICULTURE =3 [0 CONSERVATION=8 O HEALTH=-27 CJ MILITARY =18 (] SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=4 0 ECONOMICS=9 () INDUSTRY=13 I MusIC=19 [ SOCIAL 7 CULTURAL=30 e e ‘only’ O
0 ART=5 [ EDUCATION=10 (0 INVENTION =14 3 PHILOSOPHY = 20 (O TRANSPORTATION =25
@functions @daf.es of initial construetion: ' EL’;’;&%lAﬁfgxp .
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@g architectural style(s): @architebt: I master builder: @engineer:
@landscapo architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @builder/contraetor;
@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:
EVENTS :
INSTITUTIONAL:
@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP
reviewers initials date A |F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSE




