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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent lﬁ Good [] Fair [ Deteriorated [} Ruins [ Unexposed []

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)

INTEGRITY
Altered - [] Unalteredﬁ Moved (] Original Site X

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The University President's House has been deseribed as,

"a veritable museum piece,'" because both the house and formal
garden are such fine typlcal exanples of the Greek Revival
period of designe -

Exteriors This fine example of the Greeck Revival features a
three-sided peristyle with 14 Corinthian colymms which rest
upon red brick pillars and extend upward for two stories above
an English basements, There are 8 columns on the front facade
with an additionall 3 columms extending along the two sides of
the structure. These columms are crowned with an entablature
which is plain except for dentils.” In the manner typical fo
Georgia's Piedmont, there is no pediment., There are entabla-
tures over all winéaws and doorways, also featuring dentils.

Windows on the upper story are six-over-six, as are all other
windows with the exception of those main floor windows which
open onto the portico, These windows are six-~over=-nine. The
magnificent éntrance is set in a composition in which a second
story doorway opening onto a balcony is also an integral part

of the désign., Here the Greek Revival doorway with its square

antae and consoles is used on the first floor with Corinthian-
pilasters but a Doric entablature, while the second floor has
the normal Greek Revival Dbric~piiasters with entablature.
Green- shutters adorn all windows and complement the gleaming
white of the clapboard structure. The straight steps from the
walk to the portico have been replaced with two semi-circular
wood staircases with iron ballusters and railings. The rear
of the structure is graced with another two story portico, in-
set between wings ofithe house, which features Doric colums,.
Broad wood steps come straight down to the ground level from
the main floor porch and there is also a full porch on the
second story levell

Interiors The plan of all levels may be described as the
simple, academic, four-room, center=hall version, with two
small rear rooms against which the three-sided peristyle re-
turnse.. On the main floor, an ornate stairway is located on
the left and to the rear of the central hall featuring an oc-
tagonal newel post and ballusters which repeat the octagonal
notif. The two rooms on the right are joined to form a double
parlor with twin white marble:fireplaces with arched openings
and intricate fruit-and-floral patterned cornices and ceiling
medallions. These are a perfect complement to two original
French thumb-print crystal chandeliers. The rooms to the left
have twin brown marble fireplaces and in the dining room 1s an
English erystal chandelier, c. 1810, made by Perry. The house
carefully furnished with period pieces, successfully portrays
the oppulent grandeur of mansions of the Greek Revival period.
Groundss A simple white pickett fence encloses the grounds of
this property. The house is separated from the street with a
formal boxwood parterre garden with two large magnollas as
dominant elements on either side of the main walk leading

from the gate to the portico steps. This original (CONT
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

garden typifies the garden style associated with the Greek Revival in Georgia'
Piedmont. The rear garden is designed in the informal style with sweeping
lawns and mature trees which are under-planted with flowering trees and
shrubs. A feature of the rear garden is a rose garden designed by Dr. Hubert
B. Owens, Dean of the University's School of Environmental Design, when the
property was acquired by the University.

GPO 901.082
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SNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [ 18th Century [] 20th Century []
15th Century O 17th Century [] 19th Century x]

1856

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known)

=

l

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appfo—priate)

Abor iginal Education X Political X Urban Planning d
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) m
Historic C Industry O losophy O _A‘ngh_ij;_e_c_t_uri
Agriculture O Invention O Science O Historv
Art X Landscape Sculpture O
Commerce (] Architecture [ Social/Human-
Communications [] Literature (| itarian Fl
Conservation O Military (] Theater (]
Music O Transportation []
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
L This outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture
as built by John Thomas Grant in 1856, Grant later sold the

home to Benjamin H, Hill, Medora Field Perkerson reports in her

booky White Colwms in Georgia, that Hill, while living in
the house, was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and
later to the Senate. He is credited with influencing President
Hayes to withdraw Federal occupation troops and military rule
from Georglas, thus ending the Reconstruction Era in 1877, a
dozen years after the end of the war. The house changed hands
three times in 1883, being sold to James White, Founder of the
First National Bank of Athens, in July of that year. It was
inherited by White's daughter, the late Mrse. W. F. Bradshaw,
and was acquired from her estate by the Bradley Fotndatiom,
of Columbus, Georgiag vwhich presented it to the University of
Georgia as a home for its president; subsequelt to its acquisi-
tion of the house in 1949, the University has restored the
house and grounds to the 1uster of their earlier years. The
house and grounds are now of "museum" status and serve as &s
an impértant example of the union of architecture and landscape

architecture within the context of the Greek Revival period in
Georgia's piedmont.

As the home of the President of the University of Georgia, it has
unusual cultural, historical and architectural significance for the
entire state. It is a magnificently maintained symbol; a public monument;
a work of architecture in the broad and profound senses of that term.

William R. Mitchell, Jr.
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
zag State Local

ational

O

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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MRS, WILLIAM L. BRANNEN
METTER, GA.

DR. J. T. BRYSON
WAEHINGTON, GA

BEVERLY M. DUBOSE, JR.
ATLANTA, GA.

THOMAS H. GIGNILLIAT
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

JOHN H. GODDARD
GRIFFIN, GA.

DR. HENRY T. MALONE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

GORDON F. PRICE
ATLANTA - DAHLONEGA

HISTORIC SITES

CONFEDERATE NAVAL MUSEUM

COLUMBUS, BA.
DAHLONEGA COURTHOUSE
GouLo Museum

DAHLONEGA. GA.
EAQLE TAVERN

WATKINSVILLE, GA.
ETowAH MDOUNDS

CARTERSVILLE, GA.
FORT JACKSON

BAVANNAH, GA.
FORT KING GEORGE

DARIEN, GA.

FORT MCALLISTER

RICHMOND HILL, GA.
JARRETT MANOR

TOCCDA, GA.
CRAWFORD LONG Museum

JEFFERSON, GA.
MACKAY HOouse

AUGUSTA, DA,
MiDwAY Muscum

MIDWAY, GA.

NEw EcHOTA

CALHOUN, GA.
VANN House

SPRING PLACE, BA.

WASHINGTON-WILKES Museum

WASHINGTON, GA.

National Register

U.S. Dept. of the Interior
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Bob:
o |

/

Q /:Enclosed is the advance nomination list with Mrs. Jewett's

sighiture. You will note that we have added several more Univer-

sity of Georgia items which were inadvertently left off the

original list.

As I mentioned to you over the telephone, our

Board empowered us to make additions to the advance list which

obviously qualified.

Mrs. Jewett is writing President Davidson

today to inform him that University buildings have been placed
on the Register because of their state ownership.

I trust that this will be all that is necessary, that is
until we begin submitting nomination forms for the structures

on this advanced list.

WRM: nr
enclosure

WAYNESBORO HISTORICAL Museum

WAYNESBORD, GA.

MONUMENTS

CHEHAW
NEW HOPE CHURCH
TROUP ToMmB

HISTORICAL MARKERS

Sincerely,
William R. Mitchell, Jr.

Director, Georgia
Historic Sites Survey
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7« Richard Brevard Russell
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e wro ased to inform you thot the historice properties listed

closure

the officer eppointed by

the Governoy for the lwplesentation of the Haticual Historie

Searan iR s | Fie s nes ) T R J- 2%

FrooseyvaiAon 2ol Sean ’luﬂre" 42000 e
RS

Nationel Negloter of HistoPic 1Lated. wanoior Richnrd Drevard

Busgell and the appy wentatives hove 8l3c Laen pro=
vided with this inforsetion. & leailet explulning the Iatlionsd
Register is enclosed.

Sincerely ;;:zurs;
(SGD) GFORGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Director
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Entered in the National Register

M
.
24 2,
lMrs. Mary Cregory

1-»_,71_ Sh!

b vl o—~4——-

recutive Secretary, Georgis Historieal Commilssion,
S. W., Atlanta, Ceorgla 30303

Duplicate letter sent to: :

Cenate

=)
Washington, D, C. ’
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Clngewely FOurd,
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Directoxr
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Propertics sdded to the Fationsl Register of Historiczl Places

FORGTIA
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Pegle Savern
Yasalnrion=-Wilkes Historical Museun
gla Covernoy's Mension

- Oxa “t:zw Cepitod

Liverty dell
‘“m,jfa.{n e nin How‘

C01a Collepe
The Chnapeld

Acedexic Bullding
Phd Keppa Hall
D&mstaenimi #all
Lustyat House
012 Lucy Cobd Institute chitaz'y
hishon louao
Wilson Lusokinezall House
waddel Hsll

S joore Hxl)

Hew Colluge
Arch and fence

. Iuepkin House

Seney-siovall Chapel
Atkinzon Hall
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Oconee County, Georiia
Wilkes Counly, Georgls
Baldwin Cowty, Georgia
Baldwin Cownty, Georgia

Talintcero County, \,{‘tﬂ’sil

Clarke County, Georgia
Clarke County, Geor@a
Clarke County, Usorgis
Clarke County, becrgis
Clariee Counby, Gesxcia
Clerke County, Guorgia
Claxke County, Georilis
Clerie County, Georgia
Clarke County, Georgia
Claxrke County, Ceorgia
Clerie County, Georyia
Claxke County, CGecrgia
Clorke County, Cecrgla
Clexrke County, Georpgle
Clerke County, Georgis
Clerke County, Geaxrgia

faldvin County, Georgla
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