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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Augusta Canal is a nine-mile power and water-supply canal paralleling 
the Georgia banks of the Savannah Riyer. Approximately half of its course 
is" through wilderness ,which may become a park ,and the remainder passes through 
and provides interest for downtown Augusta. It originates at a L<5ck and Dam 
stretches past Lake 01mstead,and then winds through downtown Augusta before 
rejoining the Savannah River. From the point of origin, its overall fall is 
45 feet divided among three levels.

Originally the Canal was five feet deep, 20 feet wide at tte bottom 
and 40^eet at surface. A low dam (800 feet in length) made of timber and 
stone turned water into the Canal. The water flow was regulated by a stone 
guard-wall containing six gates. Boats passed into the Canal through a ston* 
loclT'at the jmcture of the dam and guaurd-wall. Water was let into the firs 
level on November 23, 1846.

Between March 1872 and July 1875,” the Canal was enlarged and remodeled 
since it was then too small to meet the growing demands of the city. The 
width was expanded to 106 feet at bottom and 150 feet at siirface with a deptlji 
of 11 feet. The area of the supply openings became 1463 square feet and the 
horsepower 14,000 as compared to 600 originally. After its enlargement, the 
Augusta Canal had equal if not superior dimensions to the Erie Canal except 
in length.

According to the Report on Augusta Canal Project, published in October 
1970 by the City Engineering Department the Canal's estimated use is 99% of 
design capacity (now listed as 16,000 horsepower). Although the developed 
sections along the canal are now modern industries, commercial establishment^ 
or residential developments, the basic canal stmicture itself is still intac 
and in use for industrial power generation as it was initially. And perhaps 
even more importantly, Augusta's modern-day landscape is immeasurably en­
hanced by the Canal's continued useful and scenic presence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The history of the Augusta Canal and the history of Augl»tkialr€' clo.sely 

linked. Augusta, located along the Fall Line, was established in 1735 and 
prospered due to the income available from Savannah River trading traffic. 
However, with the coming of the railroads in the 1830's, river traffic began 
to dwindle and a few pviblic-minded citizens feared for Augusta's futiire. Col 
Henry H. Cumming, a leading attorney and citizen, studied ways to use Savannch 
River water power and along with several Augusta banks and citizens \orged the 
construction of a canal to provide power for factories and a plentiful supply 
of water for the city. Surveying was begm in 1844 and by November 23, 1846, 
water was flooded into the first level.

Although the Canal's primary purpose was power for textile mills, it was 
also used for transportation during its early history. By 1848, 13,000 bales 
of cotton were taken down the Canal to avoid the rapids at the Fall Line. Thjis 
cotton was used by the growing textile industry which brought tremendous de­
velopment to Augusta in the years before the Civil War. Djjring^ the Civil War 
the Augusta Confederate Powder Works, said to be the second largest powder 
factory in the world at the time, operated along the Canal. In its three yeajrs 
of existence the Powder Works produced some 2,750,000 pounds of powder-bettei 
powder than that produced by DuPont for the North. An obelisk marks the site 
of the Powder Works.

After the war, Augusta's growth demanded the Canal's enlargement and re­
modeling. This was accomplished by July 1875. The enlargement's effect was 
bb "give immense impetus to cotton manufacturing in Augusta, to largely stimijlate 
Dther industries, and to add wonderfully to the wealth and population of the 

Several sites of significance are located along or nearby the Augusta 
:anal. Stallings Island north of the Lock and Dam is a major archaeological 
site in the Southeast. Mackay House, a Georgia Historical Commission site, i|: 
one block north of the Canal on Broad Street. Both of these sites have been 
placed on the National Register.

The Canal is a unique scenic and cultural landmark , a constant remind­
er of Augusta's history as it continues to provide power and water for city 
and county. A portion of the Canal (between the Lock .and Dam and Broad Street) 
is proposed as a 1,000-acre recreational facility. This park would be regiorj' 
in scope and has been supported by such national groups as the Department of 
Interior (Bureau of Outdoor Recreation) and the America the Beautiful Commission. 
It is imperative that the historic integrity of the entire nine-mile canal 
oe preserved in the anticipated futxire development of Augusta.
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Amendment to Augusta Canal 

name now changed to 

AUGUSTA CANAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

Description

The four major mills along the Augusta Canal were built of brick and with a definite 
awareness of the Italianate style.

Sibley Mill was built in 1880 on the site of the Confederate States Powder Works, 
which works were destroyed except for the chimney at the end of the Civil War. Both the 
four-story brick main mill and one-story office building feature crenellations, dentil 
work and engaged pilasters, almost identical in design to those of the old refinery build­
ings. The central twin six-story tower has arched windows in recessed panels similar to 
the architecture of the old laboratory. The main mill building is 530 by 76 feet. The 
picker building is 100 feet distant and has two wings of 150 by 40 feet each, originally 
a dye-house and a finishing room. Midway between each wing are exterior metal fire 
escapes and decorative work, including top panels with a coat of arms. The mill was 
equipped with automatic sprinklers.

Sibley Mill is in use today in the production of cotton denim fabric.

The John P. King Mill consists essentially of "Mill No. 1," a four-story brick 
structure 453 by 76 feet, and a separate picker room, both dating from 1882, plus "Mill 
No. 2" which was added in 1897. The mill office, once a single-story structure, is 
original to the 1882 mill. Designed by civil and mechanical engineer John Hill of 
Columbus, Georgia (originally from Illinois), Mill No. 1 features the nearly flat roof and 
is similar in design to mills in Massachusetts of the Lombard Romanesque period. The 
chief architectural embellishment is the outside stair tower, six stories high, which 
houses a bell and exhibits dentil work and arched apertures. With 1,835 horse-power 
originally, the King Mill produced sheetings, shirtings and standard drills.

The mill is in use today in the production of cotton textiles. Changes in the build­
ing known as Mill No. 1 are the bricking in of the windows sometime after 1949, and the 
addition of the air-conditioning rooms and steel-topped humidity towers in 1967.

The Enterprise Mill is the oldest cotton mill in the Canal still in operation. The 
first part of the three-story brick structure was built in 1877 at right angles to a flour 
mill, extant in 1852, known as Granite Mills. Expansion of the mill from 140 to 600 looms 
occurred in 1882 and to 904 looms in 1888. Dimensions of the main mill were then 418

(continued)
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feet by 76 feet. The pickery was three floors high and measured 100 by 75 feet. Another 
one-story 120-foot square structure was the weaving room. By 1880 the mill was equipped 
with automatic sprinklers. With 33,000 spindles and using 1,200 horse-power, it produced 
brown sheetings, shirtings and drills.

Blanche Mill is a small two-story brick cotton mill on the third level of the 
Augusta Canal. Originally it was known as the Globe Manufacturing Company, built in 1876 
by Amos K. Clark, destroyed by fire in 1878 and rebuilt as the New Globe Mill. The 
mill ceased operating in 1972 and is now abandoned. The turbine which used canal water 
for power is still in place below ground level.

Significance

The Augusta Canal Industrial District is significant because it is the tangible out­
growth of post-Civil War industrialization which centered around cotton textile manufac­
turing. Development of large, $1 million in capital, cotton mills followed directly the 
1875 enlargement of the Augusta Canal which created a huge increase in available water 
power. As industrial activity characterized the beginnings of the New South, following 
the 1870's depression, Augusta's response was the creation, with native initiative, of 
mills on an unusually large scale for the South. This was the basis for the gradual shift 
of the textile industry from New England to the South.

Local entrepreneurs organized these mills and then Imported technological and 
managerial assistance, along with the mill machinery, from New England. Organizers of 
the Enterprise Manufacturing Company were G. T. Jackson, a flour miller; Mayor Charles 
Estes, a merchant; Francis Cogin, superintendent of Augusta Factory; James Grey, a dry- 
goods merchant; and H. M. Clark of Boston. The machinery of the mill was English and was 
acquired from the Leigh Manufacturing Company of Boston. The Sibley Mill, named in honor 
of Josiah Sibley, was planned by W. T. Wheeless, E. F. Verdery, Robert May, Patrick Walsh, 
J. V. H. Allen and Z. McCord, all citizens of Augusta. At the first stockholders' meeting 
W. C. Sibley was elected president of the company; R. A. Fleming, Josiah Sibley, W. T. 
Wheeless, M. F. Foster, Samuel Keyser and Walter Smith were elected directors. Jones S. 
Davis, a superintendent of Enterprise Mill, was employed as builder and superintendent of 
Sibley Mill. They purchased machinery from the Lowell Machine Shop in Massachusetts.
The John P. King Manufacturing Company had eight members elected to the board of direc­
tors: H. B. King, John Davison, Patrick Walsh, Alfred Baker, T. G. Barrett, all from
Augusta, and 0. H. Sampson from Boston and C. C. Baldwin from New York. Charles Estes 
was the first president of the firm.

From an engineering standpoint the mills have significance in that machinery and 
managers were imported from New England. As innovations in the machinery developed in 
the 1890's, these mills adopted such changes as ring spinning in place of mule spinning 
and the use of the automatic (Northrop) looms.

(continued)
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The significance of the mills in terms of architecture is that, while in New England 
mills were built with less concern for aesthetics and more concern for utilitarian pur­
poses by the 1880’'s, in Augusta the designs, embellishments and artistic features of the 
mills reflect a balance between art and engineering. The mills in Augusta represent sound 
engineering design, such as the slow'^burning outside stair towers and flat roof. They 
were built parallel to the canal water as required by the water power systems used and 
utilized natural light by rows of windows.

The mills are all in good condition except for Blanche Mill, which has deteriorated 
somewhat,

Historically, the King and Sibley Mills are located in the area of Augusta formerly 
known as the White House Tract and, later, as Harrisburg. In September 1780, the first 
Seige of Augusta was fought on the White House Tract. Colonel Elijah Clarke of the 
Georgia Revolutionary Army attacked the British and the Tories at the White House on banks 
of the Savannah River very near the sight of the Mills and the Augusta Canal. The White 
House Tract came to be called Harrisburg around 1797, named for the owner of the Tract 
at the time, Ezekiel Harris, By 1827, the village had 40 houses, 6 stores and a 
Presbyterian Meeting House.

The first Augusta Arsenal was constructed on the site of the Sibley Mill in 1819 but 
was later removed to Summerville. The Confederate Powder Works was built on this same 
site in 1861 and produced one million tons of gunpowder during the Civil War for use by 
the Confederacy. The chimney of the Refinery Building still stands in front of the 
Sibley mill as a reminder of the war and of a major contribution to the war effort by the 
people of Augusta. The Powder works were the primary user of the water power of the 
Augusta Canal during this period.

The building and enlargement of the Augusta Canal brought profound changes to Harris­
burg, It brought an increase in population and a change in the socio-economic character 
of the village. As mills were constructed there, the village changed from an elite, 
suburban town, separate from Augusta to an extension of industrial Augusta, populated 
mainly by workers from the mills.

Verbal Boundary Description

To the already nominated nine mile waterway of the Augusta Canal, the following 
additions should be made to the boundaries;

1. At present the National Register property for the Augusta Canal only includes tt 
waterway and not the levies of the canal. Because the levies and surrounding 
construction zone are of potential archaeological significance, as they may 
contain data on construction technology, the property should be expanded by 150

(continued)
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feet on either side of the waterway. This expansion is considered to be suffi­
cient to include those areas of the canal structure which are presently not 
protected by Inclusion on the National Register.

2. Enterprise Mill boundaries: Continue south along the canal for approximately
500 feet, go northwest for approximately 425 feet to the street ( a continuation 
of Greene Street), then go southeast for approximately 400 feet along same street 
and to next intersection, then go southwest to canal.

3. King and Sibley Mills boundaries: Begin at the intersection of Eve Street and
Broad Street, continue northwest for 200 feet then go north and west along next 
cross street off broad; continue across the west bank of canal and Sibley Mill 
raceway, north by the levee and on the east between the levee and Broad Street 
for 1000 feet, then along Broad Street for 800 feet to beginning point.

4. Blanche Mill boundaries are: bounded on the north, east and south by the third
level of the canal and on the west by 13th Street.

Owners and Location

Enterprise Mill: Owner: Graniteville Company, Graniteville, S.C. 29829

Location: Greene Street, Augusta

Sibley Mill: Owner: Graniteville Company, Graniteville, S. C. 29829

Location: Goodrich Street, Augusta

John P. King Mill: Owner: Spartan Mills, Inc., P. 0. 1658, Blackstock Road,
Spartanburg, S.C. 29304

Location: 1701 Goodrich Street, Augusta

Blanche Mill: Owners: David Silver, 77 East Missouri Avenue, Apt. 10, Phoenix,
Arizona 85012

Location: 605 12th Street, Augusta

(continued)
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1300 Georgia Ballroed Bank Buildli^
Augusta, Georgia 30902
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Attached is a xerox cc^ of the aoolnation fora *hA aap for the 
Augusta Canal. After checking the aap agsdnst the nonlnation, X*m 
also soiaeiihat confused. A sen^ii^e in the first paragrajh of the 
description states that the canal "origiaates at a lock and daa, 
stretches past Lake Olastead, and thoi vinds thzou^ downtown 
ihi£pista before rejoining the Savannah Biv^.” She nap, however, 
would seem to indicate otherwise, ^tie saps we received narked the 
canal with a colored pmcil Just as X*ve dcsoe. The line definitely 
sto|» where the Bstional Register description said: "approximately
one block northwest of the intersection of Walton Way and Georgia 
Avenue." Xt (the map) does not ii^cate that the protifx: which 
"winds through downtown Augusta before rejoining the Savannah River* 
is indued.

X

Jl “1

X*ve beai: toM that "Georgia Avenue" is an educated guess. The girl 
yHao wrote the boundary deseription saw that -Uie nominated eeuaal 
ended near the intersection of two large streets. She followed the 
streets until she found nsiKS. Walton Way was easy enough, but she 
had to go all the way to Horth Augusta to find the name Georgia Aventie!
Xt my well be that this street is tmly known as Georgia Ay&xae
after it gets into South Carolina. If lt*s not Georgia Avemie in Augusta,
please let us know.

■ ■'' '■!' ■*

I'ss;;

k>- ■

1 dcm't know If the above will clarify, compound, or even confound, 
the situation. 1*11 be glad to call Bill Mitchell if that's advis^le, 
but thou^t for the present l*d let it go by letting you know vhat*s 
aa record here.

,7f’ j. .*1^
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As alvaars, it mm s real treat weeing you ag^n, thougjki I'm -*^"
really distressed at the news of Kay and Richard. I *11 hope 
for better news when we next see each other, which I hope . ;C

^''f% I
Best wii^ties.
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Han. F.&zTi&n Z* Tali?®*.!'?® 
Cl«it©-i3 States £er«ste 
HasJsingtoii, P, C»

S€ar SaRator T?>.lsi£,dfe r

lf<i «3f« pleaeedl to tafaxv» yon timt hiahxtxio pro?«xtl*8 liet«4 on 

tho i?Ecic«ar« }isve Ssossa iKXJtiuatod ,i?y th® Stata Maisars officer 

«pj«lat,ad fcy the eowraor for tha isaplcjsantefcioR of tbe National 

Kistoric Ixe serration rro'^reia ias Georgia ead batr® beoa eatered i«to 

fcba ¥»atlo»al B.®gictcx of Kistoric Pisces. Sasatar tssTid K. Gajshreli 

end tJjo epyiro;>rlate laj&Frescatativss har« also been prorid^jd vith this 

Snfojwatioa, Py copy of this letter, ttm ftats Liaison Officer»

Krfi, Saty €re«jor"/ J'emstt, Oireofcor, G^sorgia Misfeoricai Cocssiusloa,

H6 f!itcb#J.l Street# B, , Mlaata# Georgia 30303# ha® likewles been 

EOtifiod, A Jesflct eaplaiaing the l?afeloBsi' I^egistcr is ©nclQ)&c»3,

Sircsrely yours.

|>ir<f0tor

saciosittres

I&iterodi ia th« national n®girt&r ^ ^

CCT i!rs. Mary Gregory Jo'.jatt, Director, Georgj.a Historical Corotission, 
116 Mitchell Street, S. W., Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mso notifieds Hon. David K, Garabreli Kon, Fletcher Tlxsapson
Cnitod States Senate House of Representatives 

Hon. John J, Flynt, Jr.
Ron, Jack T. Brinkley 
Eon. Robert G. Stephens, Jr.
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Properties added to the 

GEORGIA

National Register of Historic Places

Bulloch Hall

P. L. Hay House

R. J. Anderson House

Small (Ralph) Place

Napier (Leroy) Home

Cannon Ball House

Solomon-Curd House

Goodall House

i
Riverside

The Augusta Canal

Fulton County 
Rosv;ell, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Chattahoochee County 
Fort Benning, Georgia

Richmond County 
Augusta, Georgia

.



H30-HR 3 ^71

f5rs. Mary Gregory Je.\mtt 
Director
Georgia nistoricai CoHrniission 
116 Mitchell Street, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear lirs.

Vie are pleased to inforsa you tlmt the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

F'laoec. Senators Herioan E. Talnuadgo and, David H. Gambrell and the 

&pjiropriatG Ki’rpressntatives are t<eir!g informed. A leaflet explaining 

tlie Kational licgistor is enclosed for each of ttie property owners, 

Pleasa withliold any publicity on this until you have received a 

carbon copy of the Congressional correspondence.
SJjircerely yours,

(Sign@^)

Director

Enc’losiircs

Entered in the National Register MAY 2 7 1971

cc:

PDHerrickrmm 5/24/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

GEORGIA

Bulloch Hall

P. L. Hay House

R. J. Anderson House

Small (Ralph) Place

Napier (Leroy) Home

Cannon Ball House

Solomon-Curd House

Goodall House

Riverside

The Augusl^a Canal

Fulton County 
Roswell, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County' 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Chattahoochee County 
Fort Benning, Georgia

Richmond County 
Augusta, Georgia
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MEMBERS
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MiLLEOBEVILLC, QA.

Mrs. William U Branncn 
METTEF^ BA.

DR. J. T. Bryson

WASHINBTON* BA.

Beverly M, Dubose, Jr. 
ATLANTA, BA.

THOMAS H. GIBNILLIAT 
SAVANNAH, BEORBIA

JOHN H. BDODARD 
BRIFFIN, BA.

Dr. Henry T. Malone 
ATLANTA, BEORBIA

GORDON F. PRICE
ATLANTA - DAHLONEBA

GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
A DIVISION or THE orrioc or seoretary or state ben w. ronrsoN, jr. 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
1500 GEORGIA RAILROAD BANK BUILDING 

AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 30902
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Mary Brebory Jewett

M«y 15, 1972

lir. William R. Mitchell, Jr., Director 
Georgia Historic Sites Survey 
Georgia Historical Conmission 
116 Mitchell Street, S. W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Bill:

HISTORIC SITES 
Confederate Naval Museum

COLUMBUS, BA.

Dahloneba Cburthqube 
Bold Museum

DAHLONEBA. BA.

Eagle Tavern

WATKINSVILLE, BA.

Etowah Mounds 
cartersville, ba.

Fort Jackson 
savannah, ba 

Fort Kinb George

DARIEN, BA 
Fort McAllister

RICHMOND HILL, BA

JARRETT Manor 
TOCCOA BA

Crawford Lonb Museum 
JEFFERSON, BA

Mackay House 
AUGUSTA BA 

Midway Museum

MIDWAY, BA 
New Echota

CALHOUN, BA

Vann House

SPRING PLACE, BA

Washinbton*Wilkes Museum

WASHINGTON, BA

Waynesboro Historical Museum 
WAYNESBORO, QA

'^he enclosed Xerox copy of the first paige of 
a letter from A1 Chambers suggests that you and I 
must find an opportunity to discuss the description 
of the Augusta canal on the National Register vhen 
you ar» here on Thursday. Let's find a time to 
confer.

JBC:MHB 
Enel. 
copy to:

Sincerely

Mr. S. Allen Chambers, J:

.•v3

Advia<»'y Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 L Street, N. W. - Room 12123 
Washington, D. C. 20005

MCNUMENTB
Chehaw

New Hope Church 
Troup Tomb

Thanks for your letter, a copy the first page 
of which I am sending to Bill Mitchell, who will 
be in Augusta Thursday to make a speech and I 
shall discuss it with him. I have Just noted the 
map attached to the nomination form, and it shows 
the Augusta Canal continuing until it flows into 
the Savannah River at a point about two blocks west 
of McKinne or Thirteenth Street, which, when it 
crosses the river, becomes Georgia Avenue; but, as 
X said, and as you found out, there is no Georgia 
Avenue in Augusta

HISTORICAL MARKERS





GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

CHAIRMAN

A DIVISION OP THK OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE BEN W. FORTSON, JR. 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

1500 GEORGIA RAILROAD BANK BUILDING 
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 3Q9Q2

Joseph B. Cummins 
AUGUSTA, BA. May 19, 1972

Director
-exeetiTfve -BfiORs>TARY 

Mary Brebory Jewett

MEMBERS

Dr. James c. Bonner

MILLEDBEVILLE, BA

Mrs. William L. Brannen 
metter, qa

Or. J. T. Bryson 
WASHINGTON, BA

Beverly M. Dubose, Jr. 
ATLANTA BA

THOMAS H. GIBNILLIAT 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

Mr. S. Allen Chambers, Jr.
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 L Street, N. W.
Room 12123
Washington, D. C. 20005

JOHN H. Goddard 
GRIFFIN, BA

Dear Al:

Dr. Henry T. Malone 
ATLANTA GEORGIA

Gordon F. Price

ATLANTA - DAHLONEGA

Bill Mitchell was in town yesterday, and I dis­
cussed with him the Augusta Canal situation and showed 
him certain plats.

HISTORIC SITES
CONFEDERATE NAVAL MUSEUM 

COLUMBUS, GA

DAHLONEGA COURTHOUSE 
Gold Museum

DAHLONEGA BA

Eagle Tavern
WATKINSVILLE, GA

Etowah Mounds
CARTERBVILLE, GA

Fort Jackson
SAVANNAH, BA 

Fort Kind George

DARIEN, GA 
Fort McAllister

RICHMOND HILL, GA 
Jarrett Manor 

TOCCOA i3A

Crawford Long Museum
JEFFERSON, GA

Mackay House 
AUGUSTA BA 

Midway Museum 
MIDWAY, BA

New echota
CALHOUN, BA

Vann House

SPRING PLACE, BA

The situation seems to be this;

The description of the Canal in the nomination for 
the National Register speaks of its origin and then states 
that it "winds through downtown Augusta before rejoining 
the savannah River." I dictated that language since it 
seemed the simplest way to describe the complex courses 
and turns that the Canal makes as it goes through the 
city. The thought behind the language, which I think is 
clear, is that the Canal in its entirety - from the point 
where the water is taken from the Savannah River at the 
locks and dam to the point where it flows back into the 
river at Hawk's Gully - was to be on the National Register. 
As I pointed out, a canal is a flowing thing. No one 
portion at any one moment can be said to be historic and 
another portion not. It's the entirety with all its 
fluidity that is historic, though the component elements 
change.

The difficulty arises from reference having been 
made to the U. S. Geological Survey on which there is not 

WABHiNQTDN-wiuKEs MusEuidelineated the course that the Canal takes from Walton 
WASHINGTON, DA. ^ yf^y betwoen Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets to a point'^'^rAYN^sTora oa"'“‘’'^‘^^^^ween Fenwick and Walker Streets. The Geological Survey,

MONUMENTS
however, does show the Canal where it flows both northwest 
and southeast after it has taken its first turn. I am 
enclosing, noted "A", a copy of the Geological Survey on 
which I have noted in red the main course, leaving out 

HISTORICAL ^ also enclosing (marked "B") a recent

CHEHAW

New Hope Church 
Troup tomb



Mr. S. Allen Chambers, Jr. -2- May 19, 1972

m

(though undated) map of the City of Augusta on which the 
Canal appears as it has been up until recently. That last 
word is significant. In examining the city plat books 
yesterday, i found that there have been marked for being 
filled in, portions of the Canal lying southeast of where 
it makes its turn above described.

I rode by some of those portions yesterday, and it
is true that much of it is abandoned and stagnant and appar­
ently is in the process of being "retired", except one portion 
which obviously was running uphill, which it seems to me 
should entitle it to be on a registry of unnatural phenomena. 
However, because of this situation, I will be glad to settle 
for a corrected description in accordance with the course 
of the Canal which it follows north and northwest of Twelfth
(or Marbury) Street. I have placed a red pencil line along
Twelfth Street on the Chamber of Commerce map. Whatever 
description is finally used, I would suggest that it be 
something which will conclude with "to the point where the 
Canal flows back into the Savannah River at Hawk's Gully."
The term does not seem to appear on either of these maps, 
but it does on several of the city plats. I have noted it 
on Map "B".

Bill wondered if it is too late to make the change.
I said I didn't think so, since this is not a change but a 
clarification or a rectification of something which is now 
meaningless, since there is no Georgia Avenue in Augusta, 
and the description in the nomination requires that the 
Canal be brought back to the river, which language is some­
thing that the nomination to the National Register does not 
have. Also, there are certain equitable and legal principles 
which would be applicable to the situation, such as "Equity 
regards as done that which should be done," and the legal 
principle that "The law regards that as 'certain' which is 
capable of being ascertained and definitely fixed," as the 
United States Supreme Court held in the case of Mobile & O.
R. Co. vs. Tennessee. 153 U.S. 497. -----------------

Write me further for any additional data or clarifica­
tion that you might need. I believe this letter contains 
enough to get something started to correct what could be a 
serious error in view of the possible adverse effect on the 
Canal along its course between Twelfth Street and the river.

With personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

JBC:MMc
Ends.

Joseph B. Cumming
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Mr, S. Allen Chambers, Jr, -3- May 19, 1972

Copy to;
Mr, William R, Mitchell, Jr., Director 
Georgia Historic Sites Survey 
116 Mitchell Street, S, W,
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

That was a great presentation you made last 
night, I was sorry I had to check out be­
fore you finished.
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Gold Museum

DAHLONEBA. BA.

Eable Tavern

WATKINBVILLE, BA.

Etowah Mounds

CARTERSVILLE, BA.

Fort Jackson

SAVANNAH, BA.

FORT KINB GEORBE 
DARIEN, BA.

FORT McAllister

RICHMOND HILL, BA.

Jarrett Manor

TOCCOA, BA.

CRAWFORD LONB MUSEUM 
JEFFERSON, BA.

MACKAY House 
AUBUSTA, BA.

Midway Museum

MIDWAY, BA

New Echota 
CALHOUN, BA 

VANN House

SPRING PLACE, BA
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WASHINGTON, BA

Waynesboro Historical Museum 
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GEORGIA HISTGRICAL COMMISSION
A DIVISION or THE DmCE OF SECRETARY DF STATE BEN W. FDRTSDN, JR. 

□ FFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
1500 QEORGIA RAILROAD BANK BUILDING 

AUGUSTA, BEORBIA 30902
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Mary Gregory jewett

June 27, 1972

Mr. S. Allen Chambers, Jr.
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 L Street, N. W.
Room 12123
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Al:

I -wrote you on May 19 with reference to 
the necessity of better describing the Augusta 
Canal in the form in which it appears on the 
National Register.

Every day I am fearful that something may 
develop locally which will require reference to 
the registration of the Augusta Canal, and I 
would like to have it in final form as soon as 
possible.

Have there been any developments in con­
nection with getting the matter straightened 
out?

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely

MONUMENTS
Chehaw

New Hope Church 
Trdup tomb

HISTORICAL MARKERS

JBC:MMc
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Hr. JoB«i^ B. Cmmi&g 
Chairman, Georgia Hiatorieal CoEasissloo 
1500 Gaorgla Ballroad Bank Building 
kaguxtM, Qaorgia 30903
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Dmh: Mr. Osamiagt

PleftStt excaa« my long dalay In raplying to yomr lattara od tlia *»«y»«** 
Caaal situation. BopafoIIy, any iaooairaaianca or daaMfO my tardineaa 
■ay hava eauaad earn hm raetifiad fey what I trust will ba 9O0d news 
ragarding tha aoaiiBatiem.

i,' ?»•,;. '■.,^^

iiS'fifi
■ft-

1 hava set with aavaral of tha naeibara of tha staff tdio raviaw mod 
approve national Ragiatwr acNaiaatiema. and hava explalaad tha altuation 
to th«a. They ara in eoe^leta accord that tha entire canal ahonld ba 
considered as being on the I^atlosal Begieter. Fttart^raiore, they agree 
that the language of the form would indicate that the entire canal is.
In fact, already on the Itational Kegister. As you sientioned, the state** 
nent that the canal ‘‘winds through doimtown Augusta bafore rejoining tha 
Savannah River" certainly indicates that tha antira waterway is includad, 
Haneaforth, if anyona asks us at this level, we will sia|>ly state that 
the entire canal is included.

'--4
s:.

. <\Si If-‘4
J

Stew, the only thing at variance with this eontmtion is, of course, the 
map, atMS it waa thia «sxm vdiich our locatlcmal data, as pK^iahed in tha 
Fedaral Register «us di^wa. For our records, we would ai^reciate it If 
Mrs. Jewett or Bill Mitchell would send us anothar oo^y the U.S.Q.S. 
map “Augusta East, Ga.-S.C.,* or another appiropriata map. Barking the 
entire course of the canal and giving the appropriate lat.-loag. referen­
ces. It eight also ba advisable to include a fairly detailed verbal 
desoription of the canal's course.

ihMMi«dille, I’ll start the SMThimery rolling here to have the wording 
changed in the Federal Ragistar and in the published KatJUiaal Register.
As you suggested, a description concluding with "to the point where the 
Canal flows back into thte Savannah River at landt’s Gully" would hm 
ai^ropriate (certainly more so than a amoitlon of tha mra-axiatant Gaorgia 
Avenue!)

f -'Sit

-■ .4""‘f}

W»0
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A eo^ of tbi« l«t:t«ar will go to Mro. J«w«tt wa& Mil, oad I'll lot yoa
work oat with tlMm tho «al»ls8loo of another aiap and orb&l doooviptic%a« > J*- 
Ploaao lot VIS know if any fnrtls«r dovelopaeats oeear.

' r-
Btt9t wiahos to foa aM Mra. Caagning, and of ooarao to Kay and Mehazd. /i-

Wk:
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Sincairoly yoara.
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A/S. Allan CluHi^ars, Jr, ,
AroMtaetaral Sletoriaa ’ C ^ I 4"/5
Els^urle ABorican Eoildings Sarroy';^^^;|'5|R^

Mrs. Mary Gregory Jewett, Director, Georgia Historical Coaoiission,. '-
116 Mitchell Street, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30303 . '"»•-.'4:1^

. ‘w- ;.;:-’4
Ig; Director, Southeast Region 
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Gold Museum

DAHLONEQA. GA.
Eagle Tavern

WATKINSVILLE, GA. 
Etowah Mounds

CARTERSVILLE, GA.
Fort Jackson 

savannah, GA. 
Fort King George

DARIEN, GA.
FORT MCALLISTER

£

GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
A DIVISION OP THE OPriOE OP SECRETARY OP STATE BEN W. PORTSON, JR. 

OFFICE DF THE CHAIRMAN 
1500 GEORGIA RAILROAD BANK BUILDING 

AUGUSTAr GEORGIA 30902

ke I
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^ Ph 'll

Director
Exccuxuffc arrHSTARY 
MARY Gregory Jewett

July 28, 1972

Mrs. Sidney B. Jewett, Director 
Georgia Historical Ooraaission 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Mr. Wllllaai R. Mitchell, Jr., Director 
Georgia Historic Sites Survey 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Dear Mrs. Jewett and Bill:

HISTORIC SITES
CONrEDERATC NAVAL MUSEUM

A1 Oiambers said that he sent you a copy of the 
letter he wrote me on July 24. This letter is the 
result of my discovery that the description of the 
Augusta canal as it appears on the National Register 
is inadequate, if not meaningless.

I refer Bill to my letter to him of May 15 in 
which 1 sent him a copy of the first page of a letter 
from Al. The second page had to do with some personal 
matters only. Also, Bill might read the copy of my 
letter to Al dated May 19 which I sent to him. All
of these tell the whole story and the meaning of Al'a 
letter of the twenty-fourth.

RICHMOND HILL, GA
Jarrett Manor 

TOCCOA QA
CRAWFORD Long Museum

JEFFERSON, GA
Mackay House 

AUGUSTA GA 
Midway Museum

MIDWAY, GA 
New Echgta

CALHOUN, GA
VANN House

SPRING PLACE, GA 
Wabhington-Wilkeb Museum

WASHINGTON, GA

X am going on ray vacation on Sunday, and I don*t 
believe there is anything that I can do to carry out 
Al*s suggestion that yon can*t do without me. However, 
if you need any information or my counsel, call me at 
Xannga Oonferences, Hendersonville, or write me there. 
The address is Kanuga Conferences, Post Office Drawer 
250, Hendersonville, North Carolina 28739.

All is quiet on the Baptist Church front. One 
or two influential citizens who are members of the 
church and are on the side of the angels are quietly

anwArNESBOED HmTUR.oAL MusEUMmaklng 0000 movos iblch might bring the thing to
WAYNESBORO, DA. 6nd.

MONUMENTS
Chehaw

New Hope Church 
TROUP TOMB

HISTORICAL MARKERS JBCrMUo 
(>>py to:

Mr. s. Allen Chambers, Jr
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September 26, 1972

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Uu. Sr> 13/4 

N.ATSONAL
REGIS,,,

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

When the Augusta Canal, Richmond County, was first discussed 
as a possible nomination to the National Register only that part 
of the Canal from the Lock and Dam to Broad Street was considered.
We later decided that the entire Canal should be included for 
nomination and was, we thought, so indicated in the inventory- 
nomination submission. The Canal was entered on the Register,
May 27, 1971. However, as it later appeared in the March 15, 1972, 
Federal Register, the verbal description includes only a portion 
of the Canal on the National Register. Because of the complicated 
nature of the nominated property - a long> meandering, man-made 
body of water - it is not surprising that such a problem occurred.

Mr. Joseph B. dimming discovered the discrepancy and initiated 
correspondence with Mr. A1 Chambers in which the reason for the 
discrepancy was revealed. The wording in the Federal Register was 
based on a reading of the map accompanying the National Register form. 
Although the form itself clearly states that the entire Canal is 
included in the nomination, the map was misinterpreted, causing the 
error in the Federal Register. Mr. Chambers suggested that we submit 
a more detailed verbal description of the Canal's course accompanied 
by another map.

In the process of obtaining this data we continued correspondence 
with Mr. Cumming. He suggested that, because certain portions of the 
Canal are now stagnant and therefore planned for filling, we exclude 
those portions from the registered area. The following paragraph 
substituted for paragraph 1 under "Description" in the National Register 
form correctly describes that portion of the Canal that we wish to have 
included on the Register.



Dr. William J. Murtagh 
September 26, 1972

The Augusta Canal is a power and water supply canal. Approximately 
half of its course is through wilderness, which may become a park, 
and the remainder passes through and provides interest for downtown 
Augusta. It originates at a Lock and Dam northwest of Augusta; 
flows in a southeasterly direction closely paralleling the Savannah 
River; and then stretches past Lake 01mstead. The Canal continues 
to flow southeasterly through downtown Augusta to a point a short 
distance east of the intersection of Walton Way and 13th Street.
From this point the Canal flows north making several turns and forming 
several cul-de-sacs (some of which are not indicated on the map) to 
a point south of the intersection 6f Telfair and 12th Streets.
The Canal then makes a sharp turn and flows in a northwesterly 
direction to the point where it rejoins the Savannah River at Hawk's 
Gully. From the point of origin, its overall fall is 45 feet 
divided among different levels.

The above described course of the Canal includes the flowing and functioning 
parts; excluded is that section southeast of the intersection of Telfair 
and 12th Streets which no longer flows and functions and is abandoned by 
the City.

The enclosed U.S.G.S. map (Augusta East, Ga. - S.C.) marks the Canal's 
course through downtown Augusta and reflects the new descriptive wording. 
Three maps is all were required to show all that portion of the Canal to be 
included on the National Register. Xerox copies of the other two maps 
tracing the Canal's course are enclosed for further clarification; these 
maps require no changes.

Latitude and longitude references should be amended to read:

Comer Latitude Longitude
NW 33° 33' 03" 82° 02' 23
NE 33° 33' 03" 81° 58' 31
SE 33° 28' 17" 81° 58' 31
SW 33° 28' 17" CO to o o to lO U

)

As State Liaison Officer, I request that you make the appropriate 
changes in the National Register form as outlined above and in the wording 
of the Federal Register.

Sincerely,

Mrs.
State Liaison

mgj:cs 
enclosures
cc: Mr. Joseph B. Cumming 

Mr. A1 Chambers

\
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270 WASHINGTON ST., S.W.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334 
(404) 656-5160

May 7, 197

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

received

The Augusta Canal, Richmond County, was entered on the National 
Register in May 1971. Additional Information was sent to you by 
letter of September 26, 1972 concerning clarification of the portions 
of the Canal in the registered area.

At that time no mention was made of structures that are part 
of the Canal by virtue of crossing it. The Archibald Butt Memorial 
Bridge, crossing the first level of the Augusta Canal as part of 
15th Street is such an appurtenance and therefore is within the 
registered area.

Of moderate historical significance, the Butt Memorial Bridge 
was erected in 1913 by citizens of Augusta to honor the memory of 
Maj. Archibald W. Butt (1865-1913), an aide-de-camp to both President 
Theodore Roosevelt and President Taft. Maj. Butt, who was lost in 
the sinking of the Titanic, was a native of Augusta and a prominent 
member of the Temple-Noyes Lodge of the Order of Masons in Washington, 
D. C.

On April 15, 1914 President Taft presided over the dedication 
ceremony of the triple-arched 150-foot span of reinforced concrete. 
Butt Memorial Bridge was built by the Concrete Engineering Company 
of Birmingham, Alabama; the 70-foot wide crossing has decorative work 
done by W. W. Leland Company of New York. At the two approaches 
sit four stone lions each holding shields inscribed with the coats 
of arms of the United States, the State of Georgia, Temple-Noyes Lodge 
y/32 and the Butt family. At the four piers supporting the middle 
larger arch stand four Tuscan pillars.

This letter confirms the fact that the bridge is a part of the



f ^ r -

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Page 2
May 7, 1975

Augusta Canal, a district listed on the National Register. The 
historic integrity of the Augusta Canal is enhanced by the bridge 
built to honor an Augustan. Visually it still contributes to the 
modern-day landscape.

JOL:enr

■Sincerely

ackson 0 Neal Lamb, Chief 
Historic Preservation Section 
State Historic Preservation Officer
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1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005

DEC 12 ig?8

Mr. Hershel Bryant 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
1422 W. Peachtree Street - Suite 700 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Dear Mr. Bryant:

The Memorandum of Agreement concerning the Augusta Canal 
and other properties in Augusta , Georgia , affected by the 
John C. Calhoun Expressway Extension, Georgia Project M-7004(l), 
has been approved by the Chairman of the Council. This docu­
ment constitutes the comments of the Council as required by 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
(16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) and completes the 
"Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural 
Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). A copy of the Agreement is 
enclosed.

A copy of this Memorandum of Agreement should be included in 
any environmental assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be retained in your records as evidence 
of compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preser­
vation Act of 1966. The Council appreciates your cooperation 
in reaching a satisfactory solution to the issues raised in 
this matter.

Sincerely,

My^a F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance

Enclosure

fe.,' ' - '*■



Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522'K Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 
proposes to complete financial aid for construction of the dohn C. Calhoun 
Expressway Extension (Georgia Project H-700A(l))j; and,

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 
in consultation with the Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer, has 
determined that this undertaking as proposed would have an adverse effect upon 
the ^ugusta__Carm 1, , Blanche Mill, Sacred Heart Catholic_Church,
and the £reene Street Historic Mstrict. properties included in and determined' 
on the authority of the S'ecT&Laf^ of the Interior to be eligible for inclusion 
in the National Register of Historic Places; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
ct of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320), the Department of 
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, has requested the comments of 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation (36 CFR Part 800), representatives of the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, the Federal Highway Administration, and the Georgia 
State Historic Preservation Officer have consulted and reviewed the under­
taking to consider feasible and prudent alternatives to avoid or satisfactorily 
mitigate the adverse effect; now,

THEREFORE:

It is mutually agreed that implementation of the undertaking, in accordance 
with the following stipulations, will satisfactorily mitigate any adverse effect 
on the above-mentioned properties.

Stipulations

1. The bridge carrying the Expressway Extension over the Augusta Canal 
will be designed in such a manner as to respect the integrity and 
period of the canal and the nearby industrial structures. The 
Federal Highway Administration will present to the Georgia State 
Historic Preservation Officer a minimum of 3 Individual bridge 
designs. These designs will be accurately depicted in a professional 
rendering and will be accompanied by a supporting narrative. Each 
design narrative will discuss the following: (1) overall design,
(2) scale, (3) texture, (4) materials, (5) colors, (6) landscaping,
(7) ancillary bridge features, (e.g., railings, signage, and plaques). 
The Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer may request additional 
designs or changes in those submitted. The final design must be 
approved by the Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer.

T^e Council is an independent-unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of 
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the feld of Historic Preservation.
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Memorandum of Agreement 
John C. Calhoun Expressway Extension 

.Augusta Canal, Georgia FHWA

4.

In order to insure that the Expressway will have the minimum 
possible effect on significant historic properties, the Federal 
Highway Administration will prepare and present to the Georgia 
State Historic Preservation Officer a landscape plan for that 
portion of the Expressway in the vicinity of the historic 
properties.

I■■a
.'1S

If the Federal Highway Administration determines that the plans 
developed pursuant to Nos. 1 and 2 above do no adequately mitigate 
the adverse effects on the historic properties, the FHWA will request 
the Council's comments in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.

Recognizing that construction activities will severely alter the 
current environment of the Greene Street Historic District, the 
Federal Highway Administration will prepare documentation of the 
existing environment of that district including the current vista 
from the Sacred Heart Catholic Church, for svibmission to the 
Historic American Buildings Survey and the Georgia State Historic 
Preservation Officer. This documentation will be done in accordance 
with the standards of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS). 
No construction activities will begin until completion of this 
s tipulation.

The Federal Highway Administration will prepare documentation of the 
Blanche and Enterprise Mills and their relationship to each other and 
the Augusta Canal prior to their separation by the proposed highway 
extension for siibmission to the Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER) and the Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer. This 
documentation will be done in accordance with the standards of HAER. 
No construction activities will begin until completion of this 
stipulation.

The Federal Highway Administration will conduct an archeological 
assessment of the construction corridor in accordance with standard 
levels of professional acceptability satisfactory to the Georgia 
SHPO. (Appendix B "Guidelines for the Location and Identification 
of Historic Properties Containing Scientific, Prehistoric, Historical 
or Archeological Data" and Appendix C "Professional Qualifications" 
of 36 CFR Part 66.) Upon completion of this assessment, the Federal 
Highway Administration shall carry out the procedure outlined in the 
Council's'Guidelines for Making 'Adverse Effect' and 'No Adverse 
Effect' Determinations for Archeological Resources in Accordance 
with 36 CFR Part 800". No construction activities will begin 
until completion of this stipulation.
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Memdrandum of Agreement
John C. Calhoun Expressway Extension
Augusta Canal, Georgia FHWA

(date)
/feting Deputy Executive Director

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(date) 10-17-78
-DiV^ion/Adniin'i ^r^ctor 
Fei^ral /Highway Administration

(date)
Georg^ State Historic Preservation Officer

(date
) jy/^/-7^

Chairman f
CouAdvisory Council on Historic Preservation

•. .'uiir-iaV ••
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