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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

GEORGU
COUNTY:

CHATHAM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

h NAME
C OMMON:

Oliver Stvirges louse
AN D/OR HISTORI C:

Same
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

27 Abercom Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Savannah

Georgia
COUNTY:

Chatham 0^
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CATEGORY

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District Q Building

Site □ Structure □

Object Q

Public □
Privote

Both n

Public Acquisition:

In Process Q
Being Considered [U

Occupied O

Unoccupied (5

Preservation work 
in progress □

Yes:

Restricted

Unrestricted □
No: ' □

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural □ Government □ Park □Commercial □ Industrial □ Private Residence □Educational □ Military □ Religious □
Entertainment □ Museum □ Scientific □

CommentsTransportation □
Other (Specify) [~1

Held for sale ror restoratioi, 
and used for tours.

4. OWNER or Property
OWNERS NAME:

Historic Savannah Foundation, Ino.
STREET AND NUMBER:

119 Haljershani street
CITY OR TOWN:

Savannah
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Georgia 1

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OP DEEDS. ETC;

Chatham County Covirthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Wright Square
CITY OR TOWN;

Savannah Georgia
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 pt g nnP. anTP

6. RE^I^ESeNTATION }N EXISTING SURVEYS
TitLE OF SURVEY faI Historic American Buildings Survey

Historic Savaimah Architectural Survey. Puh. 1968
DATE OF SURVEY; (a')l936 fb')l962 Federal ® State Q County Q Local (Ej

Division of Prints and Photographs 
(h) Historic Savannah Foundation. Inc._____________________

STREET AND NUMBER:

fh^ 119 Habersham Street
X^iJ'Wmngton, 25 
(h) Savannah______

Ta) D.C.
(h) Georgia (a) 08^

(b) 13^

S’ >

H-
P>

§



17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent Q Good Q Fair Q

fChecic One; 
Deteriorated Q] Ruins Q Unexposed □

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)
Moved [ 1__________ Originol Site

DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Eeynolds Ward, first called Lower New Ward, was the fifth to he laid 6^ 

in Gen. James Edward Oglethorpe's original city plan. On the N. E. portiop;^ 
of Trust Lot "T”, overlooking Reynolds Square and directly abutting the bai"^ 
wall of an adjacent hotel, the Oliver Sturges Rouse stands today as the 
remaining unit of a pair of "mirror" townhouses built ca. 1812-1815 by two men...Oliver Sturges and Benjamin Burroughs, brothers-in-law and partners i^ ^ 
a well-known Savannah merchantile firm.

The earliest view of this building is depicted by Firmin Cerveau, detail 
painter and watercolorist in 1857? the painting now hangs in the Georgia 
Historical Society. The building as it appears in that painting is a two- 
story brick dwelling over a i basement with gable roof. There are two 
arched dormer windows on the rear roof of each unit of the double pair 
of houses? the chi^eys are connected by brick parapets. A two story octagonal! 
bay projects from the rear of each unit and construction details indicate that 
these bays were added after completion of the original structure.

Today 27 Abercorn reflects a ca. 1850-1860 third story addition which 
may have been added to this unit of the pair dnly. (See 1871 E&p of Savannah 
located at Historic Savannah Foundation.)

The companion unit was demolished for a hotel between 1911 and I916.
I. Exterior; A. Ifein or East Facade. This three sto3?y brick structure, facing 
Reynolds Square, rises from a stuccoed ^ basement made of ballast stone and 
brick. M&rble steps rise up to the level of a stuccoed and painted string­
course between the basement and first floor. One fluted pilaster stands as tl 
remaining su^ort oi a wooden portico that was removed by Historic Savannah 
Foundation inT^P^QAnd stored inside the house...this portico being unsafe 
structurally. The fanlight above the 6 paneled door is framed in a brown- 
stone architrave and flanked on wither side by sidelights. Directly above the 
door,on the second floor level,is a Palladian window framed by a brownstone 
architrave similar to the front door architrave. The parlor and second floor 
windows have 9/9 lights. The third story 6/6. All windows have brownstone 
lintels and sills. B. Vest Facade; The rear octagonal bay is capped with what 
Frederick Doveton Nichols describes as a "Fine transitional type of brick 
cornice with dentils." C. South Facade. Adjoins hotel wall. On the rear 
portion of the lot is a brick and stucco carriage house. This was a retail 
shop in recent years. Portions of a garden wall are imbedded in the north 
facade of the hotel wall.
II. Interior. The entrance hall is separated from the stair hall by a columnar
screen (an arch Supported on paneled pilasters.) The stair to the second floor 
has rectangular balusters and paneled returns. To the right of the entrance 
hall is a drawing room with a fine wood mantelpiece with paneled pilasters, a 
delicate comice with dentils, and a frieze with three wooden sunbursts. This 
room is separated from another on direct a±is with it by opening framed wi 
classical columns and a fanlight with paneled folding doors. A similar divisijo 
ooctirs between this second parlor and the octagonal addition. Bach room has a 
chair rail and wainscoting, the octagonal room having a more refined chair 
of cable and reeded moulding and paneled wainscoting. The addition has a plasjt 
acanthus leaf celling moulding.

The second floor stairhall is divided by an arch supported on engaged col 
The hall ends in a palladian window described above. Frederick Doveton Nichole 
writes that the Oliver Sturges house "represents the typical ee^rly 19th C. 
row house characteristic of all the colonies."
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|a; StGNIFICANCE

z
o

u

z

lU
iU

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian □ 16th Century Q

15th Century □ 17th Century Q

18th Century 
19th Century

BSite
C

20th Century □

SPECIFIC DATeTs) (■//ilpplicaWe and Known; 1756"57 BltOy 1813\ 19^4

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANOE 
Abor iginal

Prehistoric □

Historic Q

Agriculture Q

.Art □
Commerce ^

Communications Q

Conservation Q

(Check One or More as Appropriate.)
Education

Engineering

Industry

Inventibn

Londscope

Architecture

Literature

Military

Music

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Political 
Roligion/Phi- 

losophy 
Science 
Sculpture 
Social/Humon- 

itorian 
Theoter 
T ransportation

Urban Planning 
Other (Specify)

□
C site
□
□
□
□
SI
/r 'KLCtlvL

AHH an 1971

NAI lUNAL
R1- 1 -11 N 1 F

FSTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

I. 1735-1812: Christ Church Vestry, John VesleyLot "T”, Southwest trust lot of Reynolds Ward was the^rte aside 
by the Trustees of the Colony of Georgia for the home of the minister at 
Savannah. A house on this site shows in the 1733 Peter Gordon Map. During 
the years 1736 and 1737 John Wesley, minister of the Church of England and 
later the founder of Methodism lived here. In 1969 the Methodists and the 
Citizens of Savannah erected a status of John Wesley in the center of 
Reynolds Square and renovated the square at that time.
II. 1812-1911: Oliver Sturges, Benjamin Burroughs.

Reynolds Square was the center of Colonial Government with the House 
of Assembly standing on the Southeast trust lot. It was in this building 
and square that the first and second readings on the Declaration of 
Independence in Savannah took place.

The Northwest trust Lot "R" was the site of the public school in 1756. 
About 1789 a private residence was built for James Habersham, Jr. It later 
became the Planter's Bank, the square then being known as "Bank Square."
The house still stands today together with the Sturges House the only two 
remaining houses of this fashionable residential district.

The filature (house for reeling silk) was on Trust Lot "S" (North 
eastern one) tmtil it burned in I84O. Cassel Row, a series of two story bri 
houses, was built on the lot after that. This row was demolished to make 
way for the buildAng now occupied by the U. S. Army Engineers. The filature 
was used for public meetings, balls, and for a time by city government until 
the City Exchange was erected.

Oliver Sturges and his partner Benjamin Burroughs purchased Trust Lot 
"T" from Christ Church Vestry in 1812. The next year together they construclted 
a fine pair of Georgian townhouses overlooking the square. Burroughs and 
Sturges were associate cotton merchants. To quote the Historic Savannah 
Survey, "It was from the parlor room of the Stvirges House that plans were malde 
for the crossing of the Atlantic by the S. S. Savannah." Oliver Sturges was 
a substantial financial participant in this first transAtlantic steamship 
voyage venture in 1819»

Mr. William Harden, bom in 1835 wrote in his memoirs that men of wealth 
planters and bankers, prominent citizens of Savannah lived around Reynolds 
Sqmre. Mr. William P, Hunter lived many years in the Sturges House, Mr.
Hunter was a distinguished Savannah Banker, and next to him was Mr. Joseph 
Hallett Burroughs whose wife was the daughter of the Hon. John Maopherson 
Berrien, Attorney General of the Dnited States, 1829-1831.

The Burroughs family maintained their half of the pair until 191I when 
it was sold and subsequently tom down for a hotel. The Sturges House was 
a rooming house at that time. Cont. ________________________



9. MAJOR B<6LT0GRAPHICAU REFERENCES

Harden, William. Recollections of a Long and Satisfactory Life. (Review 
Printing Co., Inc. Savannah. 1954)

Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc. Published Survey 1968.
Maps of savannah, 1853, 1871, 1891. Historic Savannah Foundation collection. 
Nichols, F. D. The Early Architecture of Georgia, (U. of N. C. Press: Chapel 

Hill, 19577:
Preble, Geo. Henry, A Chronological History of the Origin and Development of 

Steam Navigation, (Hamersly & Co., Phila. 1895*)
Tax Assesment & Digest Books 19th C. Georgia Historical Society Collection. 
Views of Savannah, 1755, 1837. Georgia Historical Society Collection.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 » m O * n
NE

SE

sw ,

O * •

O , m

O 1 ■

LIST ALL

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

32° 04’ 55
Degrees Minutes Seconds

81 “ 05 ’ 26*

iks FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

'r" \ 
vO-ki

Wv ^ Its/
Vil>staX^:

11. FORM PREPARED BY

CODE COUNTY

NAME AND Tl TL E:
Gordon Grant, Secretary

ORGANI ZATION DATE

Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc. 12-30-70
STREET AND NUMBER:

119 Habersham Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Savannah Georgia 13
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1TON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National State □ Local □

Name,

Title State Liaison Officer

Date
April 19, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

'.iwx (I (
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic ^eser^tion

'"JUL 1 4 1Q7T
Date

ATTEST:

j^j^K^per o^ n^Natimal Regiyer ^

Date
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Form 10-300a 
(Dac. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR 1C PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all eritriea)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

STATE

Georgia
COUNTY

Chatham
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
Pr/ ^

DATE ^ /; -7/

In 1964 Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc., rescued the Sturges House 
from imminent demolition. The site of this house and lot is within the 
Savannah Historic District, a Registered National Historic Landmark, so 
designated by the Department of the Interior through the National Park Service 

Historic Savannah Foundation has placed legal protective covenants on 
the Sturges House regarding its future sale and appropriate restoration.
These will insure the preservation of the integrity of the building.

The building has been open to the public during Georgia Day Celebrations 
for tours and was on tour for the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Annual Conference held in Savannah in October, 1968.
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'Form 10-301 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

en^Ti'es - attach to or enclose with map)
y}n.l3.dd^i ........

?Ofl. m

STATE

Georgia
COUNTY

Chatham
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

VUUIBE

li ave 31urges Ho use

A7 ________________^________

Ibercorn Street

Savannah

Georgia

COUNTY:

Chatham 051
MAP REFERgNCe

UJ
lU
«/»

Department of Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey
1/24.000
1955[4. REQUIREMENTS _____________ _ ............. . ■

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.







CHAIRMAN 
Joseph 8. Cummins 

AUOU8TA, OA.

GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
A DIVISION or THE OFFIOE OF SECRETARY OF STATE BEN W. FORTSON, JR. 

116 MITCHELL STREET, S.W,
ATLANTA, GEDRQIA 30303

July 1, 1971

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Mary Grcoory Jewett

MEMBERS

Dr. James C. Bonner

MILLEDQEVILLE. GA.

MRS. WILLIAM L. BRANNEN 
METTER, DA.

DR. J. T. Bryson

WASHINGTON. GA

BEVERLY M. Dubose, Jr. 
ATLANTA, GA.

THOMAS H. QIONILLIAT 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

JOHN H. QDDDARD 
GRIFFIN, GA.

DR. Henry T. Malone

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Gordon F. Price

ATLANTA - DAHLONEGA

HISTORIC SITES
CONFEDERATE NAVAL MUSEUM 

COLUMBUa OA.

DAHLONEGA COURTHOUSE 
GOLD MUSEUM

DAHLONEGA. OA.

Eagle tavern

WATKINSVILLE, GA.

Etowah Mounds

CARTERBVILLE, GA.

FORT Jackson

8AVANNAK GA.

FORT King George 
DARIEN, GA.

Fort McAllister

RICHMOND HILL, GA.

Jarrett Manor

TOCCOA, OA.

CRAWFORD LONG MUSEUM 
JEFFERSON, GA.

Mackay House 
AUGUSTA, GA.

Midway Museum 
midway. GA.

New Echota

CALHOUN, OA.

Vann house

spring PLACE, GA. 
WASHINQTON-WILKES MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, OA,

WAYNESBCRO HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
WAYNESBDRa, QA.

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear William;

The enclosed two current photographs of Oliver 
Sturges House, Savannah, Georgia, were promised yovir 
office as additional data on the house. At the time 
we submitted an inventory-nomination packet for the 
house, we used c. 1930-ish H.A.B.S. photographs. A 
member of your staff requested that we send current 
views when we could obtain them.

Sincerely,

William R. Mitchell, Jr. 
Director, Georgia 
Historic Sites Survey

wrm: cs 
enclosures

MONUMENTS
CHEHAW

New hope Church 
Troup Tomb

HISTORICAL MARKERS
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JUL 1 9 1971

H30-U,n

Kott, H&r:£4sa L. Talx^a^ga 
ijait'C'd f;tst«s £t-nato 
i%shin^ton, D. C.

Daar Senator Talsfjsdg^t

v,-«s pleased to itifona yoa that the historic prat-^^rfeie* listed oa 

th.a tfsclosure hsya Ut&n no:&irjstea by tfce £t^t« Liai»ca Officer 

arpolftted by the Coyarnor for the laplo^%ncation of the flatlorssi 

J'istorlc ?re«arvatiou Pro^rjus in Crcaz-iU ?.nd have Laen ©ntarc>d into 

the r-iatiojial Resistor of blsLoric Places. Senator f.«vid h. GA»brell 

fu4 th.© apr-ropriats Sepresontatlvea have al?so rrovided vltU tVJla

infor.satitwt. ry copy of t’lis letter, the State Lialsoa Officer,

Hr©. H*ry Gre^jory Diicctor, Oox<?ia VSBi.oxLr:&l Ccxai.s.£la&,

116 Kitchen street, S. , Atnuta, Csx>rgla 30103, lias Ukevise boon 

rotifiod. & leaflet ^-splslning the hstlcniil Pecrirter i« eziclosed.

Sittceroly yours.

(Signed)

Diffifctor

Enclosures

Catered ia the ?»atioaal Rooleter JUL 1 4 1971

cc: Mrs. Mary Grenory Jevett, rdrector, Georgia Klstorical Coscalssion, 
116 Mitchell Street, S. H., Atlanta, Georgia 30203

Also notified^ Hon, David K. Ganbrell 
United States Senate 
Washington,D.C.

Hon- Robert G. Stophons, Jr. 
Hon. G. Elliott Kagan 
Hoa, John J. Flynt, Jr, 
lion, W. S. (Bill) Stuckey, Jr.

■I ..........



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

GEORGIA ■

Campbell-Jordan House

Sturges (Oliver) House

Christ Episcopal Church

St. Joseph's Catholic Church

W. G. Lee Alumni House

The Poe House

Home of William A. Snow

Rockefeller Cottage 

Hill-O'Neal' Cottage 

Anderson (Judge Clifford) Horae 

Faith Chape'l

Martin (T. Baldwin) Home

Wilkes County 
Washington, Georgia

Chatham County 
Savannah, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Glynn County
Jekyll Island, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Glynn County
Jekyll Island, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

........-



'! ‘

rl'

fo
i

.■

!■

t

«9 1 9 ^71

H30-nR

Mrrj, Mnry CJroqory Jevett: 
Director
Goorfria I’ietorlcal Cocs^aJLesion 
116 Kitchen ^croi'.t, £. 
Atlanta, Georgia 3G3C3

Dear Mrs. Jc.vwtt;

Ue are pleased to inform you that the Ijistoric properties listed on 

the encloruro have been placed on tlie hational register of iiietortc 

Places. Senators i-rersiaii F. TaleaJgc and David s:. Ce-Abrc-ll and the 

npprorriate nepresentetivea arc being inlort^ied, A leaflet exvlaining 

the T'ational Heelnter is enclosed for each of the. proc-erty miners. 

Please withhold ciny publicity on tiiis until you have received a 

carbon coi?y of the Congressional correnpozidsnce-

Slncerely yours.

Director

■ ■;

Enclosures
Entcrc-i in the i;atlonal re.girter .lUL 1 4 -i971

cc:

FR

PDI'errickrETta 7/12/71 BASIC FILE KFTAinnn in liR

• isMik -d.



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

GEORGIA

Campbell-Jordan House

Sturges (Oliver) House 

Christ Episcopal Church

St. Joseph's Catholic Church

W. G. Lee Alumni House

The Poe House

Home of William A. Snow 

Rockefeller Cottage 

Hill-O'Neal Cottage 

Anderson (Judge Clifford) Home 

Faith Chapel

Hartin (T. Baldwin)-Home

Wilkes County 
Washington, Georgia

Chatham County 
Savannah, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Glynn County
Jekyll Island, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Bibb County 
Macon, Georgia

Glynn County
Jekyll Island, Georgia

Bibb County ‘ 
Macon, Georgia

■•S

■
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3AVIO K. FRAZER
General Manager

P. O. Box 888 8 N. Walnut Street

STATESBORO, GEORGIA 30458 AREA CODE 912 
Phone 764-6146

September 19, 1972

Christine L. St. Lawrence 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Reference: H3815-HHA

Dear Mrs. St. Lawrence:

Thank you for your prompt and very helpful letter. The copy 
of the Federal Register and the information about ordering photographs 
from the Library of Congress were exactly what I needed.

Now I need another favor. May I have another copy of vol. 37, 
Number 51, Part II of the Federal Register, which you sent to me on 
Sept. 8th? I need to keep my copy but I should have one for my home 

-office in Savannah, too.

Can you tell me, also, if there is any sort of hardcover 
edition of the register available that would include the information 
about the Sturges House that is in the copy you sent me?

Incidentally, the Sturges House is being restored by Morris 
Newspaper Corporation to serve as the national headquarters and 
home office for the chain of nine newspapers. I am told this is a 
somewhat I’uique, at least in this part of the nation, use for a 
restored building of historical significance. If there is any 
National Park Service publication or other federal publication that 
might be interested in any information about this project or would 
like to have an article about the project, I would be happy to 
furnish the material.

Sincerely,

David K. Frazer
‘y

DKF/lb
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Hr. Daviii K, Vrskz&t 
Statesboro Herald 
P. C. Box S8S 
Statesboro, Georgia 30458

4'; -,:
■•'• ’f*?

4-
' -S--'?

»

,11
Hear :'ir, Frazer ;

Christine St. Lawrence has referred yowr letter regarding the Sturaas. 
^Haase to the National Sogister for reply. At your request wo are 
■seodiing you another copy of the Federal Uegister of March 15, 1972 
(Vol. 37, .=^0. 51, Fart II).

The hardcover aditioB of The Matloaal Megister ef Ulatorlc Places 
was last published in 1969, and the second edition should ba 
available fro& the Govarasient Priatinp Office this fall. Enclosed 
is an order blank for the previous edition which tells where and 
how to order the new book. However, ae the Starves House was not 
added to the Siational Kesjiater until July 14, 1971, it rllu not 
sake the aanuscript cut-off date for Inclusiou in the hardbound 
book. Properties added after July 1, 1971, will be includad in 
the third edition of the ku?,ister.

We were intereatsvi to learn of the unusual adaptive use planned 
for the oturgea Mouse. We appreciate your offer to provide the 
National Park Service \fith infonuatlon about restoration of chs 
house and would be soet grateful for an article or any suppleueatary 
siaterial you aay have on hand. Your letter will be kept in our files 
along with the laventory-iioaliaatiou foRs for th« Sturges House *0 
that we can call on you If further infoRaation should be needed 
in the future. MS

Sincerely yours.
’v;. ■

p-;, *- ''-^,1 : ■ ■hI":

4'
Jerry L. kegera 
Chief of Eeglatratloa

■ r'

Lncloaures
a'V i . ■' <

IPHR-w-cy/inc. 
EArchamljeault: cm 10/2/72 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR


