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I NAME
HISTORIC

Traveler's Rest
AND/OR COMMON

Jarrett Manor

[LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 6 miles east of Toccoa off Route 123, on Riverdale Road

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN

Toccoa X2_ VICINITY OF
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

nineth
STATE

Georgia
CODE
13

COUNTY
Stevens

CODE
257

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

—DISTRICT
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—STRUCTURE

—SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
Xpublic

—PRIVATE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
JLoccupied

—UNOCCUPIED 
X_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X-YES: RESTRICTED 
— YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE X.MUSEUM 
—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

Qowner of property
NAME State of Georgia; Department of Natural Resources , Parks and Historic Sites

Til ttT gt nn
STREET & NUMBER

270 Washington Street, S.W.
CITY. TOWN

Atlanta vicinity of
STATE

Georgia
QlOCATION of legal DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Stephens County Courthouse
STREET&NUMBER

CITY. TOWN
Toccoa

STATE

Georgia
O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
Historic American Buildings Survey

DATE
1934 XX_FEDERAL —STATE

—COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Divlsion of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress
CITY. TOWN Washington

STATE
District of Columbia



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT
X_GOOD

—FAIR

-DETERIORATED —UNALTERED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

^.ALTERED

CHECK ONE
X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Traveler's Rest was built in two segments and until recently it was thought that the 
southern part was constructed by Jesse Walton during his ownership of the property. 
Additional archaelogical and historical research indicates that the earliest part of the 
main structure was probably built between 1816 and 1825 while owned by James Rutherford 
Wyly. Research indicates that the northern half of the house was built approximately 
ten years later than the southern half, suggesting that Devereaux Jarrett built this 
part. Evidence also points to an Indian structure being on the site, prior to any 
construction of the present house, about where the main south chimney now stands.

The structure is built entirely of long leaf yellow pine with many boards ten to twelve 
Inches wide. It is 90 3/4 feet long and 38 1/2 feet wide including the front porch. The 
ceilings on the first floor are nine feet high and eight feet high on the second. There 
are six chimneys so located as to provide heat for the entire house.

The house was built on a large cobblestone basement which contained the kitchen, store­
rooms and winecellar. Every part of the framework is numbered. In the attic you can see 
the numferals carved into the wood. Apparently the timbers were fitted together on the 
groimd, marked and then assembled. Also in the end attic walls, under the gables there 
are circular openings about 6 Inches in diameter^on either side of the chimneys.

As seen on the enclosed blueprint, on the first floor, the seven large front rooms and one 
interior stairway to the second floor all have separate doors opening onto the long front 
porch. The smaller bedrooms on the rear of the house also have doors opening to the out­
side of the house. There are interior doors connecting all the rooms also.

The south end of the house was obviously occupied by the Jarrett family, while the rest 
of the house was used for business and guests. The drawing room, with the main stairway, 
small parlors, and the dining room, as well as some of the bedrooms at the north end of 
the house were primarily for the use of the inn's guests. More bedrooms and the post 
office were located on the second floor.

The large house was sturdily built and very simply finished, with huge exposed beams, 
plain paneling, and massive stone hearths. Most of the original wood has never been painted 
and a little carving on the main stairway and the handmade ironwork and British locks on 
the doors are the only decorative features. The house is sparsely furnished, but many 
of the pieces displayed—corner cupboards, a huge cradle made from a hollowed log, a 
large desk with secret compartment, sturdy wooden chairs, bureaus and beds,—were made 
by members of the Jarrett family at Traveler's Rest, and used there for generations.

Located north of the main house, connected by bridge with the first floor, is a restored 
loom house with brick basement, where silk worms were raised. East of the house is a one- 
room slave cabin, in very deteriorated condition, which is currently used to exhibit the 
excavated archeological remains of some nearby Cherokee sites. Also east of the house 
are two temporary buildings used as tool sheds and a mobile home used by the caretaker, 
none of which contribute to the national significance of the landmark. In the northwest 
comer of the property is a reconstructed slave cabin, built on an excavated original 
site. The reconstruction of several other out-buildings is planned. The whole tract is
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wooded with a wide variety of trees and the far northeast section is covered with 
thick vines and underbrush.
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— 1900-
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__ART
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—COMMUNICATIONS
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—CONSERVATION
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—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES i816 - ca. 1870 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Since it was built ca. 1816 Traveler's Rest has been a stagecoach inn, trading post, post 
office, and plantation home. Once regarded as the most popular tavern between Charleston 
and Chattanooga on the Federal Post Road, Traveler's Rest is one of the oldest houses in 
northeast Georgia. It is a well-preserved example of an early -tavern in a rural, frontier 
setting, and it is significant also for the length of its service as a stagecoach inn, until 
late in the nineteenth century.

History

The land on which Traveler's Rest stands in the Tugaloo Valley was formerly Inhabited by 
the Cherokee Indians. It was included in land granted to Major Jesse Walton in 1785. Major 
Walton was a soldier, Indian fighter and political leader. Late in 1783 he visited Georgia 
and in 1784 he removed to the Tugaloo River country of northeast Georgia.

IJi 1789 Walton was.,mDXtplly wounded during an Indian attack on the Tugaloo settlement. His 
Iknd holdings ai>,^..prpperties passed to his wife and children, and in 1813 Walton's son-in- 
law, Joseph Martin, acquired this property. Subsequently the Tugaloo property was sold to 
.lames Rut^er|^o^ Wjr^y^^^ho on August 21, 1838, sold it to Devereaux Jarrett, "richest man 
ih the Tugaloo vaxl’ey." Jarrett, who had come to the area by way of nearby Oconee Cotinty, 
^uth Carolina and Wilkes County, Georgia, where his father had Revolutionary land grants.
a!ccumulated a great deal of land in this area.

Jarrett prospered, developed a large plantation and made additions to both ends of the house 
that Wyly built, providing accomodations for visitors. As traffic increased on the road 
past the house, Jarrett opened it to the public as a facility combining tavern, trading 
post, and post office. The Jarrett registers still bear the names of illustrious travelers. 
G. W. Featherstonhaugh, English scientist and author was a guest in 1837, and John C. Cal­
houn, whose plantation was only thirty miles away, was a frequent visitor. Confederate 
president and vice-resident Jefferson Davis and Alexander H. Stephens names appear on the 
old guest books of that period, as does that of Joseph E. Brown, Georgia's wartime governor 
who spent his wedding night here. In the post-Civil war era the Jarretts continued to 
operate their home as an inn.

Traveler's Rest remained in the Jarrett family until July 1955 when the Georgia Historical 
Commission acquired the property. Since then the state has been restoring the property 
to the 1890 period, which they consider to be the peak of its history. They maintain 
Traveler's Rest as a house museum.



□major bibliographical references
Perkerson, Medora Field, White Columns in Georgia CNew York, 1952).
Georgia: A Guide to Its Towns and Countryside (Athens, 1940).
Historic Traveler's Rest pamphlet published by the Georgia Historical Commission. 
National Historic Landmark inventory form prepared by Horace Sheely, 1963.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Jarrett estate once included nearly a thousand acres in the Tugaloo Valley with 
the manor house as the business, social and family center of the settlement. Today 
the main house and approximately four acres is all that is owned by the Georgia His­
torical Commission. The land surrounding the old inn is still heavily wooded and 
imdeveloped. Directly west of the house is a culvert about eight feet deep. Now 
full of trees and imderbrush, this is part of the hid, long abandoned federal road ^cont d)
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that brought prominence to the tavern. The Georgia Historical Commission has recently 
acquired a pie-shaped piece of land of less than one acre in size, adjoining their 
property on the west, which includes part of the old road. This section is not included 
on the 1968 plat map, but is part of the landmark.

As indicated on the enclosed plat map, beginning at the southeastern point of the 
tract on River Dale Road, the boundary runs in a northeasterly direction for 379.25 
feet, the northwesterly for 190.25 feet, then westerly for 365.16 feet, then south­
westerly about 235 feet along a wire fence to the north curb of River Dale Road, 
then in a generally southeasterly direction about 275 feet to the beginning point.

r
i:

K,L.
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UNITED STATES
J3EPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★news release

NATIONAX PARK SERVICE

For Release to PM's, JANUARY 29, 1964

Foley - 343-4895

SECRETARY UDALL ANNOUNCES F0RTY-EIC2iT SITIS ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTERED 
NATIONAL HISTORIC lANEMARK STATUS

The rise of the United States as a World Po’irer, and the importance of 

Travel and Communication in the development of tliis Nation, are tiro of the themes 

which are commemorated in the latest list of 48 isites approved for Registered 

National Historic Landmark status, Secretary of iie Interior Stewart L. Udall 

announced today. In addition to sites connected 

affairs after 1865, and Travel and Communication 

which illustrate architectural and archeological 

conservation of nat\iral resources; and Westward

Secretaiy Udall explained that Registered Nitional Historic Landmarks are 

areas which have been found to possess exceptional value and are of national sig­

nificance in commemorating and illustrating the 

Such landmark sites are not administered by the

but are recognized by the Service with a certificate and bronze plaque. The num-

with political and military 

new Landmark sites were named 

areas; commerce and industry; 

Expansion.

listory of the United States, 

department's National Park Service,

her of sites declared eligible for Registered Na 

now totals 452.

bional Historic Landmark status

The 48 additional sites were recommended byt the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments from studies prepared by the 
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. Four of the 48 sites previously 
announced by the Advisory Board on November 27, 1963, were Robie Hoiise, Chicago, 
Illinois; Fort Richardson, Texas; Stephen Tyng Mather Homestead, Darien, 
Connecticut; and Saugta Iron Works, Saugxis, Massachusetts.

Political and Military Landmark examples are: Pearl Harbor Naval Base,
Hawaii, intimately associated with the rise of tpe United States as a world power;



"Fairview,” home of William Jennings Bryan at Lincoln, Nebraska, commemorating one 
of the major leaders of the late 19th and early 20th century v4io had a great 
impact on the political history of that time; Robert M. Lafollette Home, Maple 
Bluff, Wisconsin, memorializing a man who believed with his heart and soul that 
democracy had to rest on the people, not on special interest groups or cliques;
U. S. S. fllympia. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, one of the most historic naval ves­
sels in America; and Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah, which captured the 
essence of the Mormon achievement in building a kingdom on the Utah desert.

Travel and Communication examples include: The First Telephone Exchange,
New Haven, Connecticut, the building in which the world's first telephone exchemge 
was established, which began operations on January 28, 1878; Jarrett Manor, "Trav- 
lers Rest," Toccoa, Georgia, which served as a well-known stagecoach inn, tavern, 
and post office throughout the 19th cent\iry; Illinois and Michigan Canal (Locks 
and Towpath), Channahony Illinois, infliich propelled Chicago into a position of 
supremacy in the Middle West; Sandy Hook Light, Sandy Hook, New Jersey, the oldest 
standing light tower in the United States; and Samuel F. B. Morse Home, "Locust 
Grove," New York, where Morse first successfully demonstrated his telegraph in 
1844.

Archeological Landmarks are Angel Ifovmds, Indiana, a site which has produced 
more than 2,000,000 catalogued artifacts—the most outstanding being an effigy of 
a seated man which was carved from fluorspar; Pinson Mounds, Tennessee, a site of 
major importance, one of the few large temple mound sites with an earthworks; and 
Piilanihale Heiau, Hawaii, a structure attributed to Piilani, of the Maui line of 
great chiefs of the 16th century.

Brief descriptions are attached of the 48 sites.

XXX
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Political ajid Militaiy Affairs After I865

In the study of "Political and Military Affairs After I865," 16 
were listed hy the Advisory Board. They are as follows: sites

Pearl H^hor Naval Base, Hawaii. Pearl Harbor was one of the keys 
■to the development of American naval power in the Pacific, and is still 
today an active, major naval base. The U. S. S. Arizona Memorial, where 
over 1,100 men were entombed in the battleship) sunk by the Japanese in 
their surprise attack of December 7, 19la, is a point of major visitor 
interest.

2* -Benj^ln Harrison Home, Indiana. President Harrison's house was 
constructed in l87^-75 and remained his home,iwhen he was not in 
Washington, D. C., inatll his death in 19OI. It is well maintained and 
contains many furnishings that formerly belonged to Harrison.

3. _James G. Blaine Home. "Blaine House." Maine. The Blaine House-was 
built in the early 19th century, and purchased by Blaine in l862. Now 
the governor's mansion, it was restored and redecorated in I962, and the 
study meticulously restored to its appearance when Blaine occupied it.

Bryan Home, "Fairvlew." Nebraska. Bryan.moved in
1007 to Lincoln, Nebraska, and soon launched his significant political 
career, serving in Congress, three times as Democratic candidate for 
President, and as Secretary of State from 1913-I915. The first floor 
has been restored as a historic house, containing original furnishings 
contributed by the family.

5* Thomas Nast Home, "Villa Fontana." New Jersey. The famous cartoonist's 
well-preserved home is not open to the public. He occupied it from I873 
to 1902, a handsome three-story, clapboard building with mansard roof 
which was built about i860.

wmiam H. Seward House, New 'ifork. The Seward House was built in 
1816-17 as the home of Mrs. Seward's parents. Mr. and Mrs. Seward 
made it their home after their marriage in 1824, to the time of his 
death in I872. It is in excellent condition, well maintained, under 
fo-undation ownership,

7* James A. Garfield Home, "Lawnfield," Ohio. Garfield purchased 
Lawnfleld in 1876, a a52-acre farm wiih 1^-stoiy house built in I832 
and outbuildings. He enlarged and remodeled it extensively, and ran 
his successful presidential election campaign 6f I88O from this house, 
now restored and owned by the Lake County Historical Society.

I

8* Rutherford B, Hayes Home, "Spiegel Grove," Ohio. The Hayes house, 
built between lb^9 and lb53, and later enlarged, is located on the 
grounds of the Hayes State Memorial. The Memorial contains the graves 
of the 19th president and Mrs. Hayes,and also a museum and library 
building preserving their papers eind other possessions.



Travel and Coimnunication

In the study of "Travel and Communication," ^5 sites were listed hy the 
Advisory Board, They axe as follows;

1. The First Telephone Exchange. Conneeticut|, The world's first telephone 
exchange (commercial switchboard; tegan oper^ing on January 28, I878, in 
a room of the Metropolitan Building, New Havejn,

2. Jarrett "Travelers Rest," Georgla.|
home and fort, this structure near Toccoa sei

Built in 1784 as a frontier 
ed as a stagecoach inn, 
sntury. It is an excellenttavern, and post office throughout the l?th 

example of an early inn in a rural, frontier jsettlng.

3. Illinois and Mchlg^ Can^ (Locks and Tcroath at Channahon), Illinois. 
This canal propelled Chicago into a position pf supremacy in the Middle 
West. Built from 1836-18W, it linked Chlcagjo to the Mississippi River, 
completing a continuous waterway from New Yorjk to the Mississippi, It 
has not been used commercially since 1933, bujt the locks have been 
restored and the old towpath may be followed.
4, Castleman Brl
bridge over the Little Youghlogeny River was 
Included the largest stone eu:ch in the United 
is still a magnificent exan^le of the bridge- 
19th century.

National Road, Maryland]. This well-built stone
ased from 1813 to 1933. It 
States when erected, and 

building art'of the early

5. Thomas Viaduct, Baltl^re and Ohio Railroad, Maryland. This majestic 
solidly-tuiit bridge, still used today, is thfe warld's oldest multiple 
stone-arch railroad bridge. Completed in 183 j, it was designed by 
Benjamin H. Latrobe, civil engineer, son of tie famous architect of the 
same name.
6. Boston Light, Massachusetts. Little Brewster Island is the site of 
the first lighthouse in North America, erecte^ in 1716 and destroyed in 
1776. The present structiare, built in 1783 on the same site, is the 
second oldest light tower in the United States, aid is still in use.

7. Boston Subv Massachusetts, Boston's sTjibway (built I895-98) was 
ih America and the fifth such system in the world.

bway,
the first in Nortn 
New York and other cities later followed Boston's example, making the 
subway a major means of urban transportation.

8. Eads Bridge, Missouri. James Buchanan E 
I867-IB74, the TOrld^s first steel-truss brl 
River at St, Louis, It was one of the major 
its time, and opened up a new era in bridge c

s designed and built,
:e, spanning the Mississippi 

neering achievements of 
struction.

9. Sandy Hook Light, New Jersey. This is the oldest standing light 
tower in the Unlted”s-bates, l€was erected i» 1764 and is still in use.



Travel and Coinrnunication

In the study of "Travel and Communication," ^5 sites were listed "by the 
Advisory Board. They are as follows:

1. The First Telephone Exchange, Connecticut
exchange (commercial switchboard)T>egan operi 
a room of the Metropolitan Building, New Have

_ The world's first telephone 
a[tlng on January 28, 18T8, in
n.
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setting.

3* Illinois and Michigan Canal (Locks and Towpath at Channahon), Illinois. 
This canal propelled Chicago into a position of supremacy in the Middle 
West. Built from 1836-1848, it linked Chicago to the Mississippi River, 
completing a continuous waterway from New York to the Mississippi. It 
has not Been used commercially since 1933^ bujt the locks have been 
restored and the old towpath may he followed.

4-. Castleman Bridge, National Road, Maryland 
bridge over the Liitle Youghiogeny River was 
Included the largest stone arch in the United 
is still a magnificent example of the bridge-' 
19th century.

This well-built stone 
used from 1813 to 1933. It 
States when erected, and 
julldlng art'of the early

5. Thomas 'Viaduct, Balti^re and Ohio Railroad, Maryland. This majestic 
solidly-'biiilt bridge, still used today, is thb world's oldest multiple 
stone-arch railroad bridge. Completed in I83B, it was designed by 
Benjamin H. Latrobe, civil engineer, son of t^e famous architect of the 
same name.
6. Boston Light, Massachusetts. Little Brewster Island is the site of 
■the first lighthouse in North America, erecte^ in 1716 and destroyed in 
1776. The present structure, built in 1783 on the same site, is the 
second oldest light tower in the United States, aid. is still in use.

7. Boston Subway, Massachusetts. Boston's sp-bway (built 1895-98) was 
the first in North America and the fifth such system in the world.
New York and other cities later followed Boston's example, making the 
subway a major means of urban transportation.

8. Eads Bridge, Missouri. James Buchanan Ea(} 
1867-1874, the wrld's first steel-truss brie designed and built, 

spanning the Mississippi 
River at St. Louis. It was one of the major Engineering achievements of 
its time, and opened up a new era in bridge cjnstruction.

9. Sandy Hook Li^t. New Jersey. This is the oldest steinding li^t 
tower in the United States. It was erected i» 1764 and is still in use.



10* Old Blenheim Bridge, Nev York. This magn:^ 
American art of 'building wooden covered hridgeii 
Nicholas M. Powers, a leading covered-hridge b

flcent example of the lost 
was erected in l835 by 

iiiilder of New England.

11* Samel F. B. Morse Home, "Locust Grove,” few York. Morse purchased
summer after summer untilLocust Grove estate in 1547 and reiumed to it 

his death in 1871, The original part of the hCv...^ o.ix
but Morse added onto it a great deal, including the four-story tower on 
the west side.

use was built in I830,

12. Brookl^ Bridge, New York. This was the -wlorld's first great steel 
suspension bridge, both a thing of beavtby and a technical masterpiece 
which opened a new era in bridge construction. It was designed and 
constructed, 1869-I883, by John A. and Washingt(Dn A. Roebllng, father 
and son.

13. Salem Tavern, North Carolina. Salem Tave: 
of an~l8th-century "ordinary" in the South, Er 
a widespread reputation for hospitality and clomfi

-Bridge (Old Washington Bridge), National 
, constructed in 10^, is a splendid reml:

is a splendid example 
ected in 1784, it enjoyed 
'ort.

Road, Ohio. This stone14. S-:
bridge, constructeh in ltS20, is a splendid remi:fider of the great National 
Road which was built across Ohio between 1825 ahd I837. The bridge is 
still in excellent condition, along U. S, Highwiiy 40 west of Old 
Washington.

15. Miami and Erie Canal (Deep Cut), Ohio. Thi "Deep Cut" of the Miami 
and Erie Canal, near Spencerville, is a strikini; remain of Ohio's great 
antebellum canal system, which contributed notably to Ohio's swift rise 
to a leading position in the nation by i860. II; was originally 6,600 
feet long and 5 to 52 feet deep. It is identified today by a State 
roadside paxk and marker.

16. William Aiken House and Associated Railroad Structures, South Carolina.
Aiken was first president (1820-1531; of the Soith Carolina Canal and 
Railroad Company, and builder (I83O-33) of the _pioneer Charleston and 
Hamburg Railroad, 136 miles in length. The handsome, stuccoed, brick 
house was built "between I807 and 18II and is no'v Division Headquarters 
of the Southern Railway Company, Other interest; 
buildings are located nearby.

Ing antebellum railroad

17. Lakeboat, "The T-tp.nnfiftroga, Vermont. The 
passengers on Lake Champlain from I9O6, when it 
This slde-paddlewheel lakeboat is the only extan 
vessel of its kind in the United States.

18. Cape Henry Lighthouse, Virginia. This was 
be erected ty tlae Federal Government, and was us 
its completion in 1792 until I88I. It is the th 
structure of this type in the United States.

iconderoga carnied
was built, until 1953. 

and basically unchanged

the first lighthouse to 
ed as a light tower from 
Lrd oldest standing



19. GadsT3y»s Tavern, Virginia. Gadsby's was an important center of 
Virginia life in the Idth and early 19th centuries^ for both travelers 
and residents of the Alexandria area. It consists of two adjoinging 
taverns erected in 1752 and 1792.

20. Rising Tavern, Virginia. This tavern was a favorite stopping 
meeting place of Virginia Revolutionary War patriots--social center,

post office, and stagecoach stop for Fredericksburg, traditionally built 
about 1760.

21. Sheridan Inn, V^ming. This hotel opened in..l893 and rated for 
years as the finest hotel between Chicago and! San Francisco. It was 
also the social center of the region.

22. Robert F^ton Birthplace, Pennsylvania. Robert Fulton was bom in 
1765 in this 2^-story stone structure a miles south of Quarryvllle.
Since that time the building has been altered notably.

23. Toll House, National Road, Pemisylvania/^; This brick structure, 
recently restored, is a reminder of the transfer from Federal to State 
ownership of the National Road, lifeline of the early West, in 1831.
The building was constructed in 1835 and is on U. S. 40, just west of 
Uniontown.

2^. East Broad Top Railroad, Pennsylvania. Tne E. B. T. Railroad was 
primarily a coal-carrying line, operating over 30 miles of narrow gauge 
track between Mount Union and Robertsdale from I872 to 1953. The old 
station at Orbinsonia is now preserved along with 3^ miles of track 
over vhlch passenger trains are run for vlsitprs.

25. San Francisco Cable Cars, California. This method of urban transporta- 
tlon--cars moved ty gripping ^ving underground cables--was pioneered in 
1873 in San Francisco, to which it was especially well, suited because of 
steep hills in the dovntown area. At the maximum, 8 con^anies operated 
112 miles of track in San Francisco, and 5 other American cities had 
similar lines. About 10 miles are still in oieration, all in 
San Francisco. ‘

Indian Villages and Communities

In the study of "Indian Villages and Communitljes," two sites were listed 
by the Advisory Board. They are as follows;

1. Angel Mounds, Iny,ana. Deriving its name 
property, Angel Mounds is one of the largest ; 
"Mississipplan" taiiple mound sites, covering 0 
over a long period has uncovered nxjmerous rec 
a town square, a palisade augmented with proje 
intervals, and over 2,000,000 catalogued artif 
of occupancy, about A. D. l400-l600.

from former owners of the 
d most impressive 

ver 100 acres. Excavation 
tanguleir houses, temples, 
cting bastions at 120-foot 
acts relating to the period



2. Pinson Mounds, Tennessee. This site Includes protably more than 30 
mounds, thousands of yards of earthworks and other features. It Is 
believed to cover about 1,000 acres, euid Is of major Importance as one 
of the few large temple mound sites with an earthworks. Furthermore,
It was occupied during several major archeological periods, from Late 
Archaic to Woodland and Misslsslpplan periods.

Westward Ebtpanslon

In the study of "Westward Expansion," subtheme: "Military and Indian
Affedrs" one site was listed by the Advisory Board:

1. Fort Richardson, Texas. Fort Richardson was one of the most 
Important military posts on the southwest frontier during the period of 
Comanche and Kiowa depradatlons. It obstructed the movement of Indian 
raiders against the Texas frontier and down across the Rio Grande into 
Mexico. Fort Richardson and Its troops played key roles in the Jacksboro 
case of 1871 and the Red River War of 18t4, which brought peace to the 
Texas frontier. The site Is owned by the State of Texas and administered 
by the Jack County Historical Society.

Architecture

In the study of "Architect\ire," one site was listed by the Advisory 
Board:

1. The Roble House, Illinois. Frank Iloyd Wright designed and built 
this residence for Frederick Carleton Roble In 1907-O9. Incorporating 
many forms which have become Identified with modem styles, the Roble 
house has won international acclaim as a turning point in architectural 
development. Now part of the University, of Chicago campus, it is the 
object of a nation-wide fund-raising caapaign for its restoration and 
preservation.

Conservation of Natural Resources

In the study of "Conservation of Natural Resources one site was listed 
by the Advisory Board:

1. Stephen Tyng Mather Homestead, Connecticut, This residence is 
notable as the home of the man who, more than any single individual, 
created the National Park System and made it the organization that now 
serves the country, so capably. It was built by Mather's great-grandfather 
in 1778, and after undergoing various modifications through the years 
now remains substantially the same as it \^s when Mather died in 1930,



Commerce and Industry

In the study of "Commerce and Industry," one site was recommended hy 
the Advisory Board:

1. Saugus Iron Works, Massachusetts. The First Iron Works Association, 
Inc.7 owns and qperates this careful reconstruction of the original 
iron works which operated intermittently at Saugus between l648 and 
1670, Consisting of a blast furnace, casting house, forge, and rolling 
and slitting mill, it was an important business enterprise in American 
history.

Hawaii Aboriginal Culture

In the study of "Hawaii Aboriginal Culture" one site was recommended by 
the Advisory Board:

1. Piilanihale Heiau, Hawaii. This is the largest heiau, or temple, 
in the Hawaiian Islands, about 3^ "by 425 feet, built probably in the 
16th century. Privately owned, located on the east coast of Maui, it 
is well preserved because of heavy vegetation but also difficult to 
reach for the same reason.

XXX
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Historic Sites, Bujldiags, and Maaunentej and approved by the 
Secretary of the Jbterlar ptarsusat to the Hlstorlo 81tss Act of 
August 21, 193^.

As explained In the enclosed fodder, this site Is eligible for 
Bsglstsrsd MStlonsl Blstorle Tandnark status. A certifies^ and 
brooM narker attesting to this status any be obtained upon your 
appUeation and your agreeaent to adhere to slopde preservation 
practices. Should you wli^ to apply for the certificate aad 
narker, copLes of the application fora are enclosed. These 
should be eosgplsted In triplicate for esch site to be certified* 
Two copies for esch site ahould be raturasd to the Hatlonal Bark 
Service. Tou lasy retain ths third coipy of each application as 
part of your own records.

-ff'' -
• ‘^4 4f V

- V;

'HIPI

\^yj
■X ?'

'X

At the present tins, ths voark of the Metlonal Survey of Blstorle 
Sites sad Buildings is ixKOBjplcte, From tins to tine, sanounce- . -
asnts will be nsde of additional sites eligible for laadsnxk 
certification.

U ,ij- ' -*

Sie Bsglstzy of Hatlonal Historic Znadnaxks Is desigDied to 
sacourage the preservation of the Hhiion's hlstorieal and archso-
Ingleal herltags. tie will he happy to have you participate In thsv x v % -

sincerely youm, ^ ^
, '.r ;■' < , ■ '.

•» .• • ... •• -'V V

f
' ^

xyv-
. A v„

-:.;XyA
‘ -V 'i!'4

S-V;. ■':! '^4w-'

fix Mncrlnshms
AXXAa|fl,(;tjp| mreotor

cc;^iggjpnal Director, Southeast 
/Lmt. TittTeton JOLittletonsBig 12^20-63

alRff-fa; KMQ:.



Mary Gregory Jewett 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

HARRY Simmons 
ASST. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Franklin Fenenga

DIRECTOR OF MUSEUMS GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
A DIVISION OF THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE BEN W. FORTSON. JR. 

1 16 MITCHELL ST., S.W.

ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA

February 4, 1964

MEMBERS OF COMMISSION 

Joseph B. Gumming, chairman

AUGUSTA, GA.

Beverly m. DuBose, Jr.
ATLANTA, GA.

Milton L, Fleetwood

CARTERSVILLE, GA.

DR. A. R. Kelly

ATHENS, GA.

Alexander A. Lawrence 
SAVANNAH, GA.

, 3'

Mr. A. Clark Stratton, Acting Director 
National Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Stratton:
We are pleased to learn that Jarrett Manor near 

Toccoa, one of the sites owned and operated by this Commission, 
has been cited as possessing exceptional value in commemorating 
and illustrating the history of the United States.

I have filledtout and am returning to you the forms 
that will give the site Registered National Historic Landmark 
status. We are grateful for the opportunity to do this.

If any of your representatives are in Georgia again,
I believe we will be able to furnish more information on other 
sites than we could in the past. We have spent much time and 
effort on research in several of our sites lately with profitable 
results. For example, we have documented the White House in 
Augusta, and have reconstructed Fort McAllister from original 
plans.

Sincerely.



Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Wirth;
As the (ovner,«^»j>e«5) of Jarrett Manor located in

(name of site)

Stephens Georaia
(City) (County) (State)

(i,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x ) and 
bronze marker, I?” x l8", (x ) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired)

1. Fully conscious of the hi^ responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (l^we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (9®^our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (X,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical Character.

3. (5o'w®) also agree to permit an anniial visit to the' 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status.

4. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours.

GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Execut ecri iry
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Jarrett Manor
Rt #3, Toccoa, Georgia
February 11, 1961*-

Honorable Stewart.L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington D. C.

C-v^
v/’>

’ •*■■■■■ >■ . ^■••- •

•:'4r‘4
>:v '.■ ■••:a..-*::'-•’^y'■_'. -•■'i-k T-^‘- i

mMmi%
'-1' ;'.C,k- 'fi.: 

V

Dear Mr. Udall: . ^k-v■-'■ " . ^ -...a. ■ ;. ,-l ..V.

Not only as a representative of the Georgia Historical Commission, 
but also as a member of the descendents of Devereaux Jarrett- 
second owner and builder of the house, I am writing to express 
to you my deep appreciation of your designation of Jarrett Manor or 
(Travelers Rest) as a nationaLL historic landmark.

'.*• 
■ }

iff '■'■:-rf- Such a designation is not only an honor to my family, who lived here 
for 150 years, but it is eui honor to the State of Georgia and to 
her history.

XV-,
ft?

There is so much of interest that has taken place here, that'I hope 
you will have the time to look over the enclosed broch\xre, but better 
still, if you are ever down Georgia way, that you will take the time 
to stpp and see iis and the many periods of history represented here.

i'-i

f.'fj

Words are hardly adequate to express our appreciation of the signal 
honor euid I do wish to send you my warmest regstrds.

ykift

Most cordially yours.

- k,7lk> .

1;1.4.'/kt
:-f*v

/s/ (Miss Mabel Ramsay, Hostess 
Jarrett Manor 
Rb #3, Toccoa, Georgia

'■W‘
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Mrft. SUiiey B.
S»eeutlv« Seerstcry
Gttorgi*. Hl«toricid ComlBSica .,
u6 mtclMSll 3tee«t, s. W. -A ,;- ' f
A40«at» 3« aeoriU .,

Bmt Wf» Stm^t
m^!-i - v'..^

■ Ay. •

ii

f|i» mtm plinth to r«ettiv» your applicctien far tine Reglstorod 
KitiooAl BUtorle TJHiflirk Certificate ant fl««»i far Jarrfttt 
Manor* “fraraler's Best*’' near Toecoa, Oaergi*.

'. 'A

■An

yr.

1310 BagUtry of Mattonal Historic lantavka la S|^
inm ws*»v>gj «»* ...... "" ■ — — ----- -----__________.7 -' :-’^.?’■''■■■^y^■.:S^A‘^,

»“ nnw ..

wmh.
flcatas toy ttoa Wastoiagtoa Office. As Janratt Mnor* ’“TnwaXer’a y_ ; ...

' "'yy^An^'-
A-

Director lltoart Oooe* Soutlioast Beglan* Sotlooal fwk Oarvloa* 
fOdaral BulMiag, P. 0. Box IOOO8, li<**t»d, Virglnl*.

., . .. . *’4

- .

Mh*w ttoa cartifieate aaA torooae plfl«ia toscritoad 00 ttoa encloaad 
abaats are ready ttoey am toe prasaatad to yew toy ttoa IlogioBal 
Mractor.

. ,.»n''’'

I; '-’yn'

-y J
AAfyi'A.y:
■>‘- .■'•* > An y?;-':

^ j:^u5Sissit'rjs2‘-s:.5SiBaat or Jarratt Manor." Hto am, tharaftora, aak <nir 
omca to get in toadi vltto you as to yaar prafwreoca for ti» 
aeMit aiiltabXe aaaa tar ttoa cartifieate and pla^*

A J- -I:

SSiii’igy
*:. -n- ■■vftsy!- <

Sincerely youre.

• ■ - ,-'.:T'y*''- ''i''

At ‘ ^
nyv.v:--. .■:... y%'

:ASiAV'-'

a:..'

■;■ ••:“ kL . . .. V

■'--yy. Any# -■■'-.AnvA'. A

"■w?'r 4A, ------- —™ •• ■ ■

1'. C’Ia ■
• k’^’''' ’"'''■A

ee:Begional Dlreetar, Southeast. W/cy application form
r.r.' f Mr._ Littleton
A'A^A-u.^,i■'''''^■^^^A■■"■

2 'k .
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t.ay-y..yn"
"iSIliiln^l

J OLittleton:mg
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ttm. Stdamy B. Smmtt 
Kmoutlv* 8««r«tMry 
Georgia Historical fVwtaatoa 
U6 Mitohell Street* S. W.
Atlanta 3* Georgia

3.
- ij:?'

,3 Sv.
• ^ ss*>;,. ,>-? ■■' 'x .a

l&y
‘ '^- •

:.V-

'-'ig
■P- ■

•,i
3^91 :..p, 3; |

■■- g3»V-’',-; .'-;::i^Xj^-4 7’--7 ■'-

a3S:
'■■vfi

Gear ■». Jaipett:
'/'Sy

tlr'‘
1*3-'

y-'-y3

;-v^
"^3:r

We ha^ been informed by our Washington Office that you have aceeptiNI 
the invitation to enter Jarrett Manor in the Begiatry of National 
Historic Landaurks. We are indeed pleased that you are participat­
ing la the tandnarh i^ogran. This aatitnnride registration of sites 
which possess exceptional value in coaotsaorating or illustrating 
Aaerlean History will iom an invaluable record. Bsrhaps nore in- 
portent, it pronises to becoaw a useful instruneat in gaining public 
support for the inportant work of historical <wnservatioa.

.3 y -3;<■ f. '?■■: •

- v"y

ZM

j!;:"toy:»':v;
- .t.
, , . .^il! - t ■

" B'z
:•:' 33.V, ■

mm: V

i*.' \
Sll' ■'

tile LandBUtrk Certificate* signed by the Secretary of tlm Interior and 
the Director of the National Park itorvice* will be sent to this office 
for presentation. The brenae nariwr must be designed individually 
to (Mmfom to the lettering in the site sane* and thus reguires several 
nonths for its ctosiga and oastlag. In that regard* please let us know 
your preference as to the nnae to be used* whether Jarrett Manor or 
Traveler's Best, so that we way order the {dLsgue.

.m3 ■■■^333.

■^3r-4-«

-'M-, -. y.,3-

We feel that events associated with any of the Registered National 
Historic Irftndaarks are of general Interest. Owners often, therefore* 

presentation of the Certificate the oooaelon for a formal pro- 
(ki the other hand, you say prefar an infosaal ^raaantation with­

out a public caremcmy. «i* of eoursa, follow tha wiab of tho ownar.

^0:
B-

■ v''’"

. . . ^13.

y, ft-3.ii:.':

Ploaaa lat ua know whstbar you will plan s f<»wal prssentstion* or prs- 
far that it bo aado atnply and informally. We will write aa aoon as 
tha eertifieata and markar hava baen oompletad* and then final arrange-* 
iMata can ba »Ute.

'■■0B

,.S.3pH '%*

e3'-r363
giaearaly.

3.;',

:a?3fip|3iii|SI
J*r:3 334C^-
•jy-;, . ;
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cc:
Mtioui Dir.ct«

/Director (Attn. Mr. Littleton)
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Mrs* Unry Otrefoary 
S)B»aitiv« Smuntmef 
lOmxrgiM Hlatorleta. CMLMioii 
M.6 mtchaU Strtvt, S. «• 
Atlanta 3f 9oorg$M

-s..>4:' .., ?4

f:;-

fiMo* lira* <ia«attt

Tbmtk you for your latt«r of Mnrc^ 20 in regard to the oorraet 
title jtor ih«reler*a Beat, lie are fbimwdlng a ocqpy to oiir 
Seglonal Ofilee in M«teHnd, Virginia, ao that the hrcnaa 
cam be lOaead on order fw you. !&e certificate will be prepared 
here and fomwrdad to oar R^onal OTfica for jraaeatatioa to yewu

Aa you directed, aa alll uae the title "ftrasralar’i Beat" ea ^ 
oartifltnKta and plaque.

tEbaak far j/mv intaraat aad eooperatdon in tha Ragiatarad 
Batiooal Blatorle laodanrk frograa.

sincerely youra,

snaiB^
Charlaa V* Anrtcqr 111 
Chief Hiatorian

ce:Regional Director, Southeaat. H/ey Inc.
Little ton

JOIdttleton :mg
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«C«GIA HISTORICAL CO«IS3IOK ':‘^^p||||||;=* 

U6 Mitchell St. S. W. - •■ -■■

:'iS:;;»-'
*i«r^

Atlanta 3, Georgia 

March 20, 1961».

...cHa.i.AW.Po.te. Ill
Chief Historian 
Nationeil Park Service•> f ‘ > Washington 25, D. C. Re: L58-RHAH :i'-“

'Cliank

f '' '*• *

you very much for the additional information on the 
Registered National Historic Landmarks Certificate and 
Plaque for Jarrett Manor or "Traveler's Rest" near Toccoa, 
Georgia. As you suggest, I will send any further inquiries 
to Regional Director Elbert Cox of the Southeast Region.

-iassiipiiffi
i ^ 1

f#;* ^
¥r¥&4::;'‘' 
#"€ISfs

I should like to clarify one point that you mentioned.
Primarily, in the Jarrett family and locally, the house 
has been known as Jarett Manor for a number of years. In 
earlier da^ it was called "Traveler's Rest." Currently 
we are in the process of playing down the name Jarrett 
Manor and playing up the name "Traveler's Rest." I should 
prefer for the designation on the plaque and the certificate " * 
to be "Traveler's Rest," thou^ I know by doing so I shall - ‘ «
be , stepping on a lot of Jarrett toes.

- ''

Sincerely,

%>-v

SaSaite::-. ■ *' ■ .jSr,:.

Executive Secretary ' .’3 "Vi

fesfea;-,,
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Suibjttct} Hational Swnrty of Historic Sites tnd BuHdtosst 

(^nrtlfioste to \m Sent to Oieisr

Us sure eoelosine tta BtMoasi SUtorie TsnSirt

Certifioete for !l!rtoreli«r*8 Rest, Georgls*
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Mr* IdttletQa
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lit kAw l«cv»Ml that tb« brooaa aarkar for
bo coapUtad hjr the ead of lay. Tbi# wUl aaabla aa toaiia tla 
preaantatloa aatewbat earUar than origlaaUy aatiolpatad.

'■1

my
V ■

/ )V

Va ara tryii^ to plan aa far ahaad m pomlbla for all prograaa 
in ahich aa will ba participating thia apring or acnatr. Wa would 
apfuaeiata it, tharafora, if you would lat tw know aa aoon aa 
poMibla what data will ba neat cmvaaiaat for you and wbatlMr you 
l^rafar to ^aa a i^lio oartiiany, or d^ira n Infoxaal praaaata* 
tion. ':--'■■■■■ V vm

3

;iW;S3;x?%

ly.My
Va look forward to joining with you in tMo xaeogaitioB of biatorio 
trmrplor'a amt.

C, Harrington'
iMotnm Studiop MfilpgA

iii KUlhMiy; mp

- ^. - •• '>yb- T:'‘\sl ."'•.*■• vclL;: '^i'■■' ...---At^vs ''*•« J» -.



referred to./^
BJ Sontte^st Jiaglon..

L5S
SSa (H3) 10 iga4

Mrs. Mary Gresory Jowott 
Executive Secretary a*- 
Georgia Historical Coaaixlssion- 
IIG Mitcholl Street, S. W.
-itlaata 3, Goorgia

Dear Mrs. Jawott;

I was pleased to loam froja your letter of June 4 to Elr. 
ir-arringtoa that plans for the July 15 corcuony at the V/hite 
I-IeusQ are progrossing so well... This would soea to bo a verjr 
-ppropriate occasion to present the haadaark certificate f>n<i 

plaquo for Traveler’s F^st, y
.^uiother cc:uaitnoat will prevent s:e frea boii-g with you, and I 
-.avo ^ -_:ed SUi^orintendent Hicherd H. Boyer of Kenaesaw Mountain 
Katioaai Eattlefield Park to represent the Kational Park Service 
and iiaaI:o the presentation.

The best of success for your dedication prograa in July, and 
2 assure you that I will visit the newly restored White House 
at the first opportunity.

Sincerely,

Elbert Coz 
Regional Director

Sue



July 2, 1964

Note for files: Attentions Mr. Walker

TRAVELLERS REST (JARRETT's MANOR) 
Georgia

I learned by telephone conversation today, July 2, from Horace 
Sheely that the eertificate and plaque for Travelers Rest would 
be presented to the Georgia Historical Commission at Augusta, 
Georgia in a ceremony at the White House (Commission property in 
Augusta) on Jialy 15 at 5:30 pm.

Sheely was not cleetr as to whether the certificate and plaque 
would be presented to Mhs. Jewett, Executive Secretary, or to 
Joseph B. Cumming^, Chairman of the Commission. He is to get 
a memorandum to us on the particulars. He did say that former 
Governor Ernest Vandiver would be^S^principal speaker. The Park 
Service is to be represented by Superintendent Boyer of Kennesaw 
Moxmtain National Battlefield Park.

Please be sure emd ceQl the congressmen and senators noted on 
oixr landmark card and tell them that the presentation will be 
made on July 15. We do not know who the Commission has invited^
but you may learn early in 
in this regard.

the week if you hear from the Region

J. 0. L.
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To: &iperlnttt&d«nt, Kmaamtai Uountaln

Fran: Acting iMouroe StudlM Advisor, Southssat Region
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fubjeot: PrssentatltMi of Landmark Csrtlfloats and Plaiius
for Traveler's Rest ' - •- -fi>

^4W^'V:4r-

E?' :

X OB eneloslng a suggested draft for brief remazks on the 
presentation of the Landmark Certificate and Marker for 
Traveler's Rest. Since this Is to be a part of a larger 
ceremony dedicating the restored White House In Augusta, we 
have kept the remarks brief and addressed to the general sub­
ject of preservation and the Landmarti program.

.-•V^ •. -y,

■44:
. ■K : ,;S'' 'V'?.’ •‘-'■ii

;f
444%%4-' - ^

c-mSr- ■

> *• «ire mailing the framed certificate and maiker separately.

Also enclosed is a draft of a press release. It might be 
helpful to have copies prepared for press representatives at­
tending the program.
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It is my prlvllsgs to rsprosoat Secretary of the Interior 

Stevnrt L. Vdall today in officially designatimg Traveler*s Rest 

In Toccoa as a Registered National Historic Landmark, ihis 

recognition is appropriately paired with the dedication of the

'>- “r

White Bouse since Traveler's Rest is another of Georgia's historic / ^' I

¥C'-‘K’i}-
r-.

WiMm

shrines which your Historical Cosmissioo Is working actively to 

restore and preserve that those shrines sight remind the people 

of Georgia of their heritage and tell the visitor Georgia's 

history.

-tv.

The two fine old Georgia buildings, today Jointly dedicated» ^^7 %

fcK
«re outstanding exanples of the cooperative efforts that are 

necessary if the woric of historic preservation throughout the
■fv “ '

to oocceed. Every level of govenment, private

"" A 2rr;y.. ■%*•■'•

; , I'i'-V- •' 
S,S’< ,

»ir'
: •

itiiS:

associations and individuals — all contribute.

As a part of its overall eanservation program the Bdpsrtment 

Of the Interior was directed by the Historic Sites Act of 1935 to 

make **0 Survey of Historic and Areheologic sites, buildings and 

objects for the purpose of determining which possess ezoeptional 

value in ocmnemorating or Illustrating the history of the Gnited 

States.*' This basic inventory of our historic resources clearly 

revealed the scope and complexity of the task of preservation, 

■any of our important historic sites such as Kennesaw Mountain 

National Battlefield Park are aiteinistered by the National Paxk

* -.7-
■9 *

'■ X&y

>F|

V -v:
, A- ^7

^ ^ - -:t, : .VI
:-.S'VV/Vs.............’7'::; ^ •.:«; Vv-; ■ V■ v-'^v7.;: ■ ^^k:MSA



Servloe. Clearly, however, that natiwal government could not

!y>:»ca-
‘ -V

a'r".a..

and should not attempt to preserve the many sites of exceptional ' . a. * > ^
value" located by the Survey. That would not <mly be too expensive

. -' •“** Wllntained by state or local efforts.

a program, but there are often sites which can best be preserved

’t"'

vmm The Registered National Historic Landaaxic program is a means ' ■ '^ -• 4

Of recognizing such sites. It is hoped that designation as 

Lan<teszi£s will lend support to their preservation by indicating
%,:s

'■••'• -tr

iSiC-:-
the broad naticoal significance and interest which is attached to '

them.

Traveler's Rest has been recognized as an excellent example
■ **

•t.-i jl&

of an early tavern and inn in a rural, frontier setting. As a 

tavern, trading post, and post office it became the most popular ;

:•• ' J-

r •'

stop between Charleston and C3iattanooga on the Federal post road.

In character and' appearance it has remained unspoiled.' ’,'

to you,__ , the certificate which establishes

On behalf of Secretary Udall, it is my privilege to present

Traveler's Rest as a Registered National Historic Landmark.
^ -.

..;:5
V.
" lit,

f/t, ■
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PRESS RELEASE
• .+•' j-.-,. -'■'. ■'.<•: ■- •'

Traveler's Rest, cmce regarded as the nost popular tavern

■' ''■■ - "

between Charleston and Chattanooga on the Federal post road, ' •* .

has been designated by the Department of the Interior as a 

Registered National Historic Landmark, _...... r-mm-

v; I .i ,\l '■ Superintendent Richard H. Boyer of the Kennesasr Mountain
\'' V^- "' national Battlefield Park presented a Landmark certificate and

§
■ . -'r > ■'- ;v--'

-f.« ■■

A-Kr ■

br<n>ze marker to of the Georgia Historical mmsm
mww.
wm
'r fx''

r-: >viMfe'

iiipi#;:::

Coanlsslon cm behalf of Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. 

Vdall. The presentation was made during ceremonies dedicating 

the restored White Bouse In Augusta. Designation as a Registered 

Landmark ccaras as a result of a recommendation from the Advisory 

Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments. 

This grwp of consultants, eminent In the fields of history, 

jurcheology, and architecture, evaluates the many historic places 

.studied by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings.

■; >T‘ i' -

Ac.;

KAsfix: They recommend for landmark status only those sites which they ' r-^11^
r. Judge to possess exceptional value In commeMoratlng or Illustrating

-•
.4

the history of the United States.

r The central section of Traveler's Rest was built In 1784 by

A V- Major Jesse Walton, Revolutionary soldier and Indian fighter.

' With Indians making raids In the area, the house soon had to serve

' '’"if. ■ ■;;
- ^ !! <. > 4'^

^ A4'v4”:A':.-'"'A • ^ ^ "tv "AA- AAiS"''
•.-• .. ■■.• ^•:... •;*.‘-'.-45 A,-: ^■.^ .
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■ ■ * ' I'' (*■_ • ■’T- - m frontier fort. In 1789, while Indlen eomiaslonera waited " \>,r-’ ^<\

■ ■ la Worth Carolina for CherokM nefotlatora who newer appeared,

V ''i >.f a band of Indiana attaoUfed aettlera in the Tugaloo Valley. Ac-' ■

'r*- .-i -.f "V-. _ - ■ .»
■■.............V.; -

cording to tradition, a party led by Walton barricaded itaelf 

within hla houae; the defendera atood off the attack for four

V=. ,

ir-’m r '-
i te' daya and nlghta, only to be owerooM, slain, and scalped. Other

^ iMounts wary the story, but whatever the variations. It is
P ■ V

mm In the Tugaloo Valley.” Young Oevereaux aecuwulated a

■#

fiv/

certain that Major Walton was killed during an Indian attack.

Shortly after Walton's death, his heirs sold the estate) 

it was subsequently purchased by Devereaux Jarrett, "richest

Ww ppfi'y
k-i ■

... ,y- .■'■'fl*

Mm
4 -' 
?- '■

f "^s.;

a>- *. ■;,.

:^r ■ ■

« ,. *>

si* j4.
..■* ' ‘'S"-}

great deal of land, prospered, and wade additions to both ends 

of the house, strengthening It against possible future Indian 

troubles. As traffic Increased on the road past the nanor,

Jarrett opened It to the public as a facility cooblnlng tavern, 

trading pest, and post office. The Jarrett account books still 

bear the nanes of Illustrious travelers. G. W. Featherstimebaui^,

Xngllsh acientlst and author, was a guest in 1837, and John C.

Calhoun was a frequent wlsltOT. The plantation-inn beeane the . ' '0^4

yrmm■■■ .#!5l

nost popular stop between Charleston and Chattanooga on the 

Federal post road.

In the post Clvll-War era, the Jarretts operated the bond

ss an Ina. Jefferson Davis, Alexsndor H. fitephens, and Joseph

are ssong the asses that appear m the old guest boolop3^}^'^-,:^,;;>:;;|3.>--; i^
. ,.PA '

.yv : y PA..-;
•: ■.\ •

'4- '
|;f

of Traveler's West of that era.
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Thus Blno« It was built In 1784, Traveler's Best bas been ' 

a frontier fort, stagecoach inn, trading post, post office, and ’
, ■^; *' ’*

hospitable plantaticm booe. Because of its excellent preservation “
■ -Ri*' -'

and unspoiled character. Traveler's Best is a fine example of an 

early tavern In a rural, frontier setting. It is significant, too, 

because of its iMig continuity of service, froa the late 18th
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century until well into the I9th.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandump
John

^^EAi ^ ^

DAT«: July 10, 1964

FROM Jack Walker

subject: Presentation of landmark certificate and plaque for
Traveler's Rest; telephone conversation with Mrs. Mary 
Gregory Jewett

As you will see from the attached memorandum to Mr. Thompson and note 
to Mr. Turner, the Administrative Assistant in Taliaadge's Office, 
some difficulties arose in handling this matter—the major one being 
Mr. Turner's request for a copy of the press release prepared by the 
Southeast Regional Office.

When we received the draft of the release I found that the name of the 
Historical Commission's representative who would receive the plaque 
and certificate was left blank. I discussed this with Frank Melvin 
and at his suggestion called Mrs. Jewett to get this information. She 
told me that Mr. Joseph B. Gumming would accept them for the Commission. 
I added this to the release and sent a copy to Mr. Turner. In sending 
it I followed Mr. Melvin's directions, so I hope everything is okeh.
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Mtltttttrl Virmctar, Besource BtuOiM
Throui^; Clil«f, Divisioti of Hlstoa^ aad Archeoloc/
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Archeolc^sti Xatiorual Survey of Historic Sites sad 
Bulldiiigs

Sxdiject t <2datactlag Senators and Congresanen to notify them of 
fuUuiB for the prcscaitatioa of the Hegistered Hatioosl 
Historic landmark plaque sad certificate for Traveler's
Rest

fhi July Mr. Littlet^ learned froei a telei^one conversatlcai with 
the Soutbeaat Region Survey Historian Bheely that the iszidnark 
certificate and plaque for traveler's Best will he prcstMjted to 
the Georgia Historical CsMBiseion in Augusta, Georgia, on July 15 
at 5:30 F.M. The presentetloa viU he nade at a cereaen;>' dedica- w #
tiag the Mhite Hoiwe in Augusta (this is another Cosnlsaitm proj^rty)* 
Superintendent Bicard Boyer of K&meamt Meumtain HBP vlU represent 
the Scarvice at the cer^aemy sod vlU ttske the presentatlm.
Hr. Sheely told Mr. Littleton he would s<a3d ftnrther details Otnen 
they hecaae available.

rym
I called Mr. Sheely on July f to ask for aorc Infonnatlon sad ' 
learned that the Southeast Regional Office had prepared a press ^ ^ ^ 
release <m the presentatloa and had sent a copy of it to this 
Office. Although the release had not been received, X felt X had 
adequate infmmtioaa <m the matter and proceeded to call the 
Ccaigresfflxum and Senators involved.

’Si-®-®*
.y¥

X talked with Senator ftasaell's Office (Lesnea Aadersim), Senator 
Talmadge's Office (fiezuwth Turner), and Congresswui Lsadrtm's Office 
(^me Chappell).

ryyry

Si:

All seeswsd quite Intarcatad in learning of the preaentatioa and 
stated they would inf ora their eapLoyars. Mr. Turner asked if a 
iress reloMo had h«aa issuod, and when X eiqaatped that the
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S<wth«Mt Beglonal Office had prepared one aad waa amdizig • '
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cog^ to iia, he asked that a cofy be sent to hia* Z paraniaed to 
send a cofy, and vhan It arrived later tdMt dsy^ Z a«Bt It.
Xhls mm done in accordance vlth instructions given by Nr. Helvia 
of Nr. Sarriaon^s Office. Bs;;v;;:
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/ Mr. Littleton
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Mr. Turner:

As I projnlsed you In our telej^one conversation this morning,

I am enclosing a c:^ of the press release on the presentation 

of the Landmark certificate and plaque for Traveler's Rest, 

Georgia.

. ■,:^"Kr>
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im. Jack Walker (signed) 
John W. Walker
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xy0 (This note eent to Mr. Kenneth Turner, Admin. Assistant to 
Senator Herman E. Talmadge of Georgia. This was handled in 
accordance with instructions given hy Mr. Frank Melvin.) JWW
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116 Mitchell St S.W. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia

'H-.

...........
I' “ **{'.

July ai, 1964

h.: •-:.#
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Hon. Stewart L, Udall, Secretary 
U,S, Department of the Interior 
C Street het. l8th and 19th Sts. N.W. 
Washington, D. C.
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For the Georgia Historical Commission and, actually, for the 
State of Georgia, I should like to egress to you our appreciation 
for the plaque and citation designating Travelers Rest, a site in 
the custody of this Commission, as a Registered National Historic 
Landmark. ■ --V.. .;.*

■

ill®

mm.

The plaque and citation were presented to this Commission at the 
dedication of the Mackay House in Augusta on July 15 hy Richard M. 
Boyer, Superintendent (Of the Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park. Mr. Boyer's presentation represented the National Park 
Service ably and honored our Commission.

• V- •/'
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I feel sure that similar agencies inm other states share our feeling 
that this program of citing landmarks such as Traveler's Rest, is a 
real contribution to highlighting our national 'ESi^itage.------ --
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Sincerely yours.

MCrJ:mt

MARY GREGORY JEWETT (signed) 
Mrs. Sidney B. Jewett 
Executive Secretary
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cc: Mr. Elbert Cox
Mr. Richard M. Boyer 
Mr, Joseph B. Cumming
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United States Department of the Interior I

IN KCrLY KCriK TO:

H34C418)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.aBOX 37127

WASHINGTON, D.C 20013-7127

AUG i 0 1989 

Manorandun

To: National Historic Landmark Coordinator, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Fran: Chief Historian C. Boapsa

Subject: National Historic Landmark Certificates

The certificates listed below are herewith delivered to vou for
Charleton. at FtS: 343-8165, of any conSlis

American Legatioi
Armour-Stiner House
Newton D. Baker House
Bayard-Condict Building
Dakota ^>artments
T. Thomas Fortune House
Grand Central Terminal
James Hall's Office
Harrisbxirg Station and Trainshed
Arthur D. Little, Inc. Building
Claude McKay Residence
Montpelier
USS Nautilus
Owl's Nest
St. George's Episcopal Church 
Elihu Thomson House 
Traveller's Rest 
lytus Home
V^coff-Bennett Homestead

Attachments



cc: 001 RF 
400 RF
418 Oiarleton
418 Plaques and Certificates (Subject File) 
418 American Legation (NHL)
418 Armour-Stiner House (NHL)
418 Newton D. Baker House (NHL)
418 Bayard-Condict Building (NHL)
418 Dakota Apartments (NHL)
418 T. Thomas Fortune House (NHL)
418 Grand Central Terminal (NHL)
418 James Hall's Office (NHL)
418 Harrisburg Station and Trainshed (NHL) 

Little. Inc. Building (NHL) 
418 Claude McKay Residence (NHL)
418 Montpelier (NHL)
418 USS Nautilus (NHL)
418 Owl's Nest (NHL)
418 St. George's Episcopal Church (NHL)
418 Elihu Thomson House (NHL)
418 Traveller's Rest (NHL)
418 Tytus Home (NHL)
418 Vfycoff-Bennett Homestead (NHL)

JCharleton;gmg:8/08/89 
walVI, item 12



UJJITED ss/ais 
DISPAEaSS®? OF 3!HE IK2EEIOR 

HATIOML PARK SMWICE 
WASHmsSOK, ». C.

The JfetionaX Stn-vey of Historic Sites aad Buildings j

Jarrett Kaaor, ”ix-avel&r’'s Rest,” Georgia

cejitral section of Jarrett Manor vas built in 1784 by Major 
Jesse Walton, fie^TOlutionaiy sq^Idier and Indian fighter. Since 
tiiet time the house has served as a frontier fort, a stagecoach inn, 
and a hospitable plantation house.

According to tradition, Walton «ra3 !^il3.ed in the house by a marauding 
band of Indisns in I787, Shortly thereafter, his heirs sold the 
estate. It ^?as then purchased fxcm the nev owner by Bevereux Jarrett, 
"richest nsan in l\^galoa Valley." Jarrett mde addlticjas to both ends 
of the house cad strengthened it against possible Indian attach.

When traffic increased on the Federal post road t^ich passed the 
house, Jarrett opened it to the public as a facility combining 
ta^'-em, trading post, and post office. His tavern soon becatiie the 
most populasf etcp between Charleston and Chattmco^.

Because of its excellent preservation and unspoiled character, 
Ii'sveler's Hest is an eKcellent esasjxle of an early 'bavem jnn 
in a rural, frontier setting. It is significant, too, because of 
its long continuity of service, from the late l8th century until 
well into the ll^-th.

feaveler's Rest reaained in the faaily vHi'til 1955, 'tdiea it was 
acquired by the State of Georgia, which asou arajlntains it as a house 
Huseuia. Administered by the Georgia State Historical CosaBission, it 
is near U.S. 123, six miles east of Toccoa, Georgia.

12-5-63



Form 10-31T
(Sept. 1967)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

V.. -

.-■I- ^' ^ * •

t. STATE
Georgia

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH” BEFORE THEME NO.
Travel & Communication, XVIII

3. NAME(S) OF SITE
Traveler*s Rest or Jarrett Manor

4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION [,0>unty, towMhip, roadt, fit. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
Six miles east of Toccoa, Georgia, and approx. J mile to left of U.S. 123.

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (AUo adminisiralor 1/different from owner) Mr . F rank lin Fe ne nga ,
_____ The State of Georgia, Georgia State Historical Commission, Div. of Museums
7. IMPORTANCE AND DBSCRlPJlOmVeecrlbe briefly what makes eite important and what remaint are extant) Car te r SVi lie , Georgia

Since it was built in 1784, Traveler*s Rest has been a frontier fort, stagecoach 
inn, and hospitable plantation home. The central section of the house was built in 
1784 by Major Jesse Walton, Revolutionary soldier and Indian fighter.

Major Walton was plagued by raiding Indians who stole his livestock. In 1787, 
while Indian commissioners waited in North Carolina for Cherokee negotiators who never 
appeared, a band of Indians attacked settlers in the Tugaloo Valley. According to 
tradition, a party led by Walton barricaded itself within his house; the defenders 
stood off the attack for four days and nights, only to be overcome, slain, and scalped. 
Other accounts vary the story, but whatever the variations, it is certain that Major 
Walton was killed during an Indian attack.

Shortly after Walton’s death, his heirs sold the estate; it was then purchased 
from the new owner by Devereaux Jarrett, "richest man in the Tugaloo Valley." Young 
Devereaux showed shrewd business sense and accumulated a great deal of land. He 
prospered and made additions to both ends of Jarrett Manor, strengthening it against 
possible future Indian troubles. As traffic increased on the road past the manor, 
Jarrett opened it to the public as a facility combining tavern, trading post, and 
post office. The Jarrett account books, which doubled as registers, still bear the 
names of illustrious travelers. G. W. Featherstonehaugh, English scientist and 
author, was a guest in 1837, and John C. Calhoun was a frequent visitor. The plan­
tation became the most popular stop between Charleston and Chattanooga on the Federal 
post road.

In the post-Civil War era, the Jarretts operated the home as an inn. Jefferson. 
Davis, Alexander H. Stephens and Joseph E. Brown are among the names that appear on 
the old guest books of Traveler*s Rest of that era.

Con*t.
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Owe best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Medora Field Perkerson, White Columns in Georgia (New York, 1952); C. E. Gregory, 
"Traveler’s Rest or Jarrett Manor," information pamphlet of the Georgia Historical 
Commission; Work Projects Administration, Georgia; A Guide to Its Towns and Country­
side (Athens, 1940).

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports andetudies, as, NPSetudv, HABS, etc.)

HABS - 1934, 4 sheets, 3 photos

10. PHOTOGRAPHS • 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Mueeum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: YES □ NO 0 Good House Museum 12/3/62

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) V • 15. TITLE 16. DATE , /

Horace J. Sheely, Jr. Historian
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. 8. COVERNMEMT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016“1
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’Form fa-317a

(Sept. 1957) UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE

Georgia
NAME(S) OF SITE

Traveler*s Rest or Jarrett Manor

7. Importance and Description (cont*d),..

Traveler*s Rest remained in the family until 1955, when it was acquired from 
Mrs. Mary Jarrett White by the State of Georgia, which now maintains it as a house 
museum^

Traveler*s Rest is today virtually unchanged. It is still solidly based on its 
original hand-hewn sills, old English locks remain in the doors and early glass in 
many of the windows, and much original Jarrett family furniture furnishes the rooms. 
The house is kept unpainted ss always.

The construction and arrangement of the old house tell. a lot about its early 
uses. Jesse Walton set the sturdy central section over a large cobblestone basement 
which contained the kitchen, dining room, storerooms, and^wine cellar. The first 
floor was divided into four rooms and two hallways, all opening onto a broad front 
porch. The second floor was broken up into 13 rooms; these open one into the other 
with no central hall. Four stairways connect the two floors. Gables in the attic 
are studded with loopholes. The area that came to be used as a post office is 
unchanged; a few cancelled letters and the official appointment of Charles P. 
Jarrett as postmaster at Tugaloo are kept there.

Several outbuildings remain. In what was once a slave cabin, numerous Indian 
relics which were dug from a mound on the property are displayed.

Because of its excellent preservation and unspoiled character. Traveler’s Rest
is an excellent exatrple of an early tavern and inn in a rural, frontier setting. 
It is significant, too, because of its long continuity of service, from the late 
18th century until well in the 19th.
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

Date: Nov«mb«r 9y 1966

1. Name and Location: TIAVXLII'B UBT

Tocom, Oa«

2. Theme: JftH, Trmvl KOd Co—unlOltiOB

3. Owner:

Visited by:
Vincent Sill*
Superintan den t

a.
Coat.

When designated: QMrgie 8t«t* Historical /

Kennesaw Mountain NBP 

Person Contacted:
Williaa Mitchell.Jr. 
Staff Historian 
Ga. State Historical 

COOHI.

b. Present: ( X ) Same

( ) New

4. Use :

a. When designated: Historic hOttSO KUSeuB

b. Present: ( * ) Same

( ) Changed as follows:



•j
 > '

p
 

*



5, Plaque and Certificate; Location and condition -

a. Plaque
^proftcli • heunted on granitn mill stone • excellent

b. Certificate
Office of Executive Secretary»
Georgia State Historical Cosmiselon 
Atlanta, Georgia - Excellent

6. Physical condition:

a. When designated; Good. Traveler*a Host is today viatually unchaage^ 
It is etlU solidly baaed ee its original haad-hecB sillsj old English 
locks rwsala in the doors and early glass la aaay of the vindevs.
Much Jarrett faaily furniture furnishes the roonta. The house is kept 
unpalnted as always. Several outbuildings reaain. The house is un­
usually well preserved and Its original character and setting are un­
spoiled. Soee general repairs and aaintenanoe would put it is excel­
lent condition.

b. Present: ( ) Excellent; ( I ) Good; ( ) Fair; ( ) Poor

Noted a need for sooe general repairs.

Comments;- Approxlaiatsly 6,000 visitors por anmss. Ihidor tbs direction 
of Dr. Harold Cooladge, Profeasor of Architecture, Cleason

#-wer> ------- -■ a. ^ ^ * ^ « • •• ^« .... U.KWAW wcoaeesor o* arciuceecure. ClIhiivereity, two young erehltecte ere staking detailed drewiime of 
buildinga end ettenpting to detentine stegea of construction. Soo 
attaebed eopios of articla.



7. Special Problems: Not at prasent.

' Exit aignlng on Interstata highways ara naaded for this alta 
savaral othar historical sitas oparatad by tha Ccamission,

8. Suggestions offered to the owner:

Suggastad that Coalllli|^llM^otact Buraau of Public Roads Ragional and 
Division Enginaars a^^^ata Highway Englnaars on intarstate highly 
signing.

'^3

{SGDJ yiNCENT EIXIS

Vlneant ElliSk Suparintandant
Enclosuret
iMrticla froa "Tha Atlanta Journal 
and Constitution Magazine", 11/13/66



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANHIARKS

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

1. Name and Location: Traveler's Rest
Toccoa, Georgia

2. Theme: XVIII Travel and Communication

3. Owner:

a. When designated: Georgia State
Historical Commission

b. Present: (X ) Same

( ) New

Date: November 13, 1968

Visited by:

Vincent Ellis 

Superintendent 

Kennesaw Mountain NBP

Person Contacted:

Mrs. Mary G. Jewett,

Mr. James Bogle,

Mr. William Kelso, 

Georgia State Hist. Comm.

4. Use:

a. When designated: Historic House Museum

b. Present: (X ) Same

( ) Changed as follows:



ue^c5. Plaque Md Certificate: Location and condition -

a. Plaque

Approach—mounted on granite mill stone--excellent

b. Certificate

Office of Executive Secretary, 
Georgia Historical Commission 
Atlanta, Georgia -- Excellent

6. Physical condition:

a. When designated: Good. Traveler's Rest is today virtually unchanged,
It is still solidly based on its original hand-hewn sills; old English locks 
remain in the doors and early glass in many of the windows. Much Jarrett 
family furniture furnishes the rooms. The house is kept unpainted as always. 
Several outbuildings remain. The house is unusually well preserved and its 
original character and setting are unspoiled. Some general repairs and 
maintenance would put it in excellent condition.

b. Present: ( ) Excellent; (X ) Good; ( ) Fair; ( ) Poor

Repair and some reconstruction underway.

Comments: Under the direction of Dr. Harold Cooledge, Professor of
Architecture, Clemson University, and Staff Archeologist William Kelso, 
Georgia Historical Commission, building is being rehabilitated. Excavations 
beneath the building indicate there was an earlier structure at the south 
end of the building, possibly historic Cherokee. Excavation produced 
early 19th Century artifacts and Indian artifacts. One 1816 Corps of 
Artillery button discovered beneath fireplace hearth. Some indication 
building may not be as old as previously indicated.



7. Special Problems: None

8. Suggestions offered to the owner: None

Staff Archeologist 'William Kelso had several questions concerning 
exhibit development. He is considering visiting WASO to discuss this 
phase of interpretation with our specialists.

'Vincent Ellis, Superintendent



NATIONAL LANDMARK 
REVIEW VISIT REPORT

SITE: TrAVdler*8 Rest

HISTORIC OR NATURAL LANEMARK? Historic 

LOCATION: Toccoa Stephens
(county) Georgia

CStreet) (Tovnj
HOW TO FIND IT (If difficult): Six miles east of Toccoa, Georgia and

State)

approxlioately 1/4 mile to the left or ii.

DAY(S) VISITED: July 26 1977
Month

VISITED BY: Sidney C. Ackler

t)ay(s) Year

(Name)

Park Technician
(Name)

(Title)

Kennesaw Mountain NBP

(Title)

427-4686
(Phone Niihber)

PERSON(S) CONTACTED, WITH TITLE(S) AND PHONE NUMBERS:

(Park)

(Phone Number)

Mrs# tfjlhiinV* — Taih*

Mrs. Frances Stancil - Tour Guide 1-886-2256

PRESENT OWNER(S) OF RECORD (If less than 3):

State of Georgia. Georgia Hl^t*^****^*^ nninmigainn

RO-43 
(March 77)



if?

1. Did you have any difficulty making contact with the owner or administrator 
in advance of your visit? Yes___  No_x_ If yes, please describe:

2. Did you feel that your visit was welcome? yes not welcome?
If not, please describe circumstances:

Both Mra, Wilbanka and Mra. Staocil are to be ctmnended for thel r display of 
genuine hoepitallty shown to all visitors.

3. How much time did you spend at the site? 

Approxlfflstely two hours.

4. Please describe the condition of the site and its immediate environment 
in detail (structure(s), grounds, furnishings, etc.) If a building, use reasonable 
categories to particularize your review, e.g., foundation, floor, walls, etc.
If a natural area, reference to original "as evaluated" condition is critical.
If necessary, attach interleaves between pages 3 and 4:

General appearance of the structure is excellent. The foundation is stone 
a^ In solid condition. Sobs of the 12x12 floor Joists have been recently replacedalong 
with several porch pillars. The old kitchen area (basement) is in naed of repairs 

the whitish walls. These walls are rapidly deteriorating frcsn nolsturs exposure. 
The wood walls and floors, exterior and interior, of the structure are sound and In 
exceptional condition. This is true of both the upper and lower levels of the 
gilding. The root is of cedar shake boards and is also in excellent condition.
A new stairway has been constructed leading to the walkwiy between the aain structure 
and the storehouse., .Ul interior walls are being stripped of old paint to return them 
to the original condition of “bare wcwd** as was the case In the 1800's.



5. Based on the reasons for the original designation, is it your opinion 
that the "integrity" of the site is being "adequately maintained"? Yes XX 

If no, explain.No___ If no, explain. Please take special care in reviewing threats mentioned
in original evaluation, describing recent damage, and discussing new threats, 
external or internal, to the integrity of the landmark. Use interleaves 
between pages 4 and 5, if necessary:

b



6. Please describe the arrangement for management of the site (owner-managed, 
lease-managed, en^loyee-managed, government-managed, etc.)t

The Site la managed by Mrs. Frances VHLLbanks, Tour Guide, for the State of 
Georgia.

7. In your opinion, is site maintenance adequate? Yes XX No
If you have any reservations, please describe:

As mentioned in Item 4, the old kitchen area is in need of repairs to the walls. 
There are also no public restroom facilities at the Site. This seems unusual due 
to the relatively large visitation the Site receives annually.

8. Is the site used for conmercial purposes: Yes^__ _ No__^ If yes, ^es
this present any problems related to maintaining the integrity of the site? 
Yes No___  If yes, please describe:

9. Please describe any financial problems related to site maintenance that 
the owner volunteers to share with you:

Funding saaas to be axtramely slow in coming for restoration of the ”Sraoke->House 
and Milk House" outbuildings. Restoration of these two structures is important to 
the overall appearance of the grounds. At present, only two rock foumlations exist, 
and these are in poor condition in comparison to the other structures.



10. What other site management problems did you observe, i£ any?

As noted In Item 7, there were no public restrooms available. The visitor 
register for July 1-26 shows over 1,100 persons visiting this Site.

11. Specific suggestions, if any, made to the owner or administrator. Be 
sure to pass out Tax Reform Act sheet to historic landmark owners:

N/A

12. What follow-up action do you suggest for SERD?

None

13. Is there immediate urgency regarding the suggested follow-up action? 
Yes___ No If yes, please clarify:

N/A

14. If this site is being managed under the terms of a signed agreement, has
the plaque been mounted? Yes XXX No__ If yes, describe exact location.
If no, please explain why it has not been mounted. Also, describe location 
of the certificate:

The National Historic Site Plaque is located to the right of the entrance 
sign, ann«ancing "Traveler's Rest", and is set in stone to the right of the State 
Historical Marker describing the history of the structure. The N.H.S. Certificate 
is displayed on the left wall in the first room which you tour.



15. If you were asked to categorize this landmark, would you consider it 
(a) relatively "safe” at present, (b) possibly threatened, or (c) damaged 
or endangered? (If your choice is b or c, you should have a substantial 
narrative under item 5.) (a) - relatively safe

16. Additional coranents;

None

Please enclose slides, prints, clippings, or correspondence that will supplanent 
original copy of this report. Original and one copy of report form are required.

REPORT SUBMITTED BY:
Name Sidney C. Ackler

Title Park Technician

ignature
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Ihwvtler's IteBt, once regarded as the aoat popiilar tavern
' ^etweea Charleston and Chattanooga on the Federal post road, 

has been designated by the Departnmot of the Interior as a
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Superintendent Richard H. Boyer of ^ Kemieaav tkmAaSxi 
national Battlefield Park presented a Xaadsnrk certificate aa4'.:' :^S||w||;:::; 

broiiM aarker to J^oseph B. Ciaadiig, ChalnMNi of the Georgia 

Historical Connlosion on behalf of Secretary of the Interior 

Stewart L. lldlall. the presentation was nade during ceremonies 

dedicating the restored White Bouse la Augusta. Be8lgnatl<m as a 

Registered Landmark cones as a sresult of a recosamadatlon from the 

Advisory Board on Rational Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and 

Monuments. This group of consultants, sniaent in the fields of 
history, archeology, and architecture, evaluates the aany historic - 4 --?x

places studied by the Rational Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. ; \ 
They reconpend for landmark status only those sites which they Judge 

to poeeeee exc^ional veluc in coaewmoratlng or illuetratlng tha
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history of the Ohitcd States.
The central section of Traveler's Rest was built in 176k by 

Major Jesse Walton, Revolutionary soldier and Ihdian fiifhter.
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in fltoorth Carolltia for Cherokee negotiatora idio never apgpaared, 
a band of Indiana attacked aettlera in the Tugaloo VSaUey* Ac* 

carding to tradition, a party led by Walton barricaded itaelf 

within hia hoaaei the defendera atood off the attack for four
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daya and alerts, only to be overcoaw, aUin, and acalped. Other !

accooita wary the atory, b\it ^diaterm’ the variatlona, it la ' ■;
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certain that Major waUon waa killed during an Indian attack.^ ‘
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Shortly after weiton’a death, hia heira acid the eatatej 
it vaa aid>aequently purchaaed by Devereaux Jarrett, ”richeat 
■an in -^e Tugaloo Valley." Young Devereaux aceuaulated a
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great deal of land, proapered, and aade addltlona to both mda A SAjr AAVv^
of the houae, atrengthenlng it againat poaaible future Indian .4^ *1'#;]

troublea. pm taeoftlc increaaed on «ie road paat the aenor, - aA ’

Jarrett opened it to the public aa a facility coaibinlng' tavwn, , ■■■■
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trading peat, and peat office. The jarrett account booka atill 

bear thej nanea of iUuatrioua travelera. 0. W. Peatheratemehauf 

English acientiat and author, waa a gueat in 1837, and John C.

-mmimm

CajLhoun wan a frequent viaitor. The plantation-inn becone the
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■oat papular atop betveen Charleaton and Chattanoopik on the 

Federal poet rood.

In the peat Civil-war era, the Jarretta operated the hone 

aa aa inn. Jeffaraon Davia, Alexander K* ateptiena, and Joaepb 

1. drown are aMng the naMi that appear on the old gueat boc^ 

of Traveler's IM«t of that era.
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Thus since It was built In VfBhf Traveler's Rest has been 

a frcmtler fort, stagecoach Inn, trading post, post office, and 

hospltsible plantatloa hos». Because of Its excellent preservation 

and laapolled character. Traveler's Rest Is a fine sxaaple of an 

early tavern In a rural, frontier setting. Zt Is slpilflcant, too, 
because of Its long continuity of service, firm the late Idth 

century iBtU yalX into the 19th.
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Dr. Harold Cooledge points oat o massive timber which some untalented work­
man hacked at with a hotchet la bring these stairs down to the "now" kitchen.

Plastic iikin 

Us Secrets 

Of Old Inn
By Andrew Sparks

PHOTOGRAPHY BY KENNETH ROGERS
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Mrs. Moiy JeweH and Dr. Cooledge study the new 
measured drawings of the old inn neor Toccoa, Go. M 1/M -i^eW i?-d> , . ' :f':.
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Young architects Richard Hall and Larry Farrow ol Atlanta learned o lot 
obout ontique construction methods in their weekends of work at the inn.

Indian fighter Jesse Walton who built this holf of the house was ambushed 
and killed by Cherokees in 1789. A later owner doubled the house In siie.

isi
i

■ I



' ' ' - , ' <
it

y ^ i, # , ;

" P' ^vSa !'
^ V I '•■ ' ^S'- n \ ■

Wktra trfaoanfa kon bM* rtamMi, a iMaporaiy coniing o* poly«Hiyl«ii* iko« kow th« ko«« grew i

ILxpERTS are taking one of Georgia'a 
oldest houses apart to find out how to pot 
it hack together.

This humpty-dumpty operation gives visi- 
toes a unique chance to see an 18th century 
frontier inn from inside out. The ancient 
building, sii miles north of Toccoa on U S. 
Highway 113, is called Traveler's Rest and 
Jarrett Manor. Stripped dosm and wrapped 
In plastic, it is more interesting to many 
people than it ever was before.

Clapboards and paneling have been re­
moved, exposing the hancHiewo bones of the 
old structure like a giant X ray. You can 
see the stages of its growth and changes 
made in its ramUing floor plan during the 
180 years it spans from Indian fort to historic 
tourist attractioo. These hidden details re­
veal a lot about the people who lived there, 
enlarged the house, added columns and then 
look them off, chopped holes for new doors 
and windows, and moved staircases around 
almost as casuaUy as if they were step- 
ladders. Old bouses sometimes give the im­
pression they have never changed. It isn’t so.

They aren't empty, either, after the last 
human occupants move away. Traveler's 
Rest has been carefully covered with poly­
ethylene. lacked on as tight as skin where 
weatherboards are temporarily removed.

see the homes of hunkeds of smaller In­
habitants—bird nests, rat nests, wasp nests 
and dirt daubber nests.

The quaint and wonderful old manor, 
which is maintained as one of the exhibi­
tion buildiiMS of the Georgia Historical Oom- 
misslon. Is now to be restored. Architects 
had to look beneath the surface of the 
weathered exterior to find out how to do the 
job. They've already come up with a lot of 
surprises.

Richard Hall and Larry Farrow, young 
paduates of Georgia Tech, were hired by 
the commialoo to make detailed measured 
drarrings of the house, inside and out from 
top to bottom, and to find out all they could 
about the progressive development of the 
building. Since last June they have spent al­
most every weekend studying the old inn 
near the upper Savannah River. On hands 
and knees, with flashlight and bug bombs, 
the architects crawled and climbed through, 
under and around the house from cobwebby 
basement to dusty attic. They got a rare 
introduction to antique construction methods 
that are largely unknown to modern archi­
tects. The young Tech men are pleased and 
amazed by what they found.

“This is a reverse process for us," said 
Larry. "Usually architects moke a drarringS::rr'tra^re“nT'^vTto*'jr™n up" fConiinued on fhgto 3f; sd LorryMoj. Alvin Smith of the Historicol Commii 

fry to figure out reasons lor ckonges in the fromework.

nw AOMnW Journal and ConaittuOoo Monaalnr ll-IS-« 1|
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Handwriting in the Watts
fContinued From Page 11/

a building. Here we’re taking the building 
ap^ to make the drawings.

"One of the interesting things we’ve found 
Is that every part of the framework is 
numbered. The timbers were fitted together 
on the ground, marked and then assembled. 
In the oldest part of the house, rafters and 
floor beams are numbered from 1 to S3 
The numbers teU the order in which they 
went down, like a diary of the building. Two 
different men who constructed the major 
parts of the house both chiseled Roman 
n™erals on their timbers. But they had a 
different style of 'handwriting.' Because of 
this we can tell where the second man re­
modeled the first man's work."

On the front porch, which is 90 feet 114 
inches long, the young architects point out 
the biggest change made in the old house. 
Originally it vras only half its present siie. 
Midway down the porch, where some of the 
sheathing boards have been removed, they 
have exposed one of the original cornerposts. 
The first house was south of this post the 
addition north of It.

"One of the original end chimneys is 
now In the middle of the house," Richard 
Hall said. "In the basement you can see 
the demarkatlon where the base was en­
larged. The chimney was rebuilt on the inside 
to get a fireplace In the new room. After we 
took off some interior paneling we could see 
the old outside window openings on what 
was once the north end of the house.

"This is a wonderful way to find out 
what’s happened to an old structure. It’s 
really the only way. On some walls we have 
taken off the top and bottom boards to look 
at the studs and check for old door openings. 
SoiTOtimes a scam in the floor boards will 
indicate that a partition was moved or a 
staircase changed.

“The kitchen as it exists today and as 
far back as the OvU War Is in the base­
ment, but we know it wasn’t always that 
way because the oldest part of the house 
has no basement. The first kitchen was 
probably outside. We’ve discovered that the 
remaining little structure In the yard, the 
so-called loom building which we think was 
probably a smokehouse, is as old as the 
original house. Its timbers were cut and 
inarked with Roman numerals exactly like 
those in the south wing. In very recent times, 
ponibly in the last M years, somebody cut 
a door on the second floor and ran a bridge 
across to the main house.
At least three people worked on the 

house. We call them One. Two and Three.
Walton is said to have built it. After 

his death, someone radically changed the 
structure. Then the Jarretts boi^ht it, 
changed it back and doubled the size. Other 
people worked on the house after that. We 
think all the vertical paneling was added 
after the first Jarrett’s Ume. There are sev­
eral different types of wallboards, some nar­
row, some wide with a beaded edge.”

Walton’s original house had four rooms, 
two downstairs and two up. The cornerposts 
are 6xI3s that extend the full height. The 
house had a porch at the front and possibly 
at the back, although the rear one was en­
closed as shed rooms at an early date.

When the house was new there were still 
Indians in the nearby woods.

"Jesse Walton who started the house came 
here in 1796," says Mrs. Mary Gregory 
Jewett, executive director of the Historical 
Coinmissioa. "Walton was ambushed and

killed by Indians three years later. We have 
a letter from the local Indian agent to 
Patrick Henry, saying that Walton had been 
morally wounded and probably would not 
live through the day. This was in July, 1789.

"For a long time stories persisted that 
Walton and his wife and all the children ex­
cept one were massacred in the house, but 
it isn’t true. The Stephens County historian, 
from wills, lawsuits and other legal records, 
was able to pin the family down absolutely. 
Walton was ambushed and killed and Ose rest 
of the family survived.

"We’ve recently learned from « <1 
ant that Walton was one of a groii|j'( 
mer Tennessee Indian fighters w|ii)- 
here. He and Benjamin aeveland 
Cleveland and several others who J 
King’s Mountain came down to' 
about the lime the State of Frankliij 
established in Tennessee.

“The property has been owned 
three groups. It stayed in the Walton I 
until around 1818. Then James R. WyH 
it for a time. Wyly may have had a c< 
lion with the Jarretts, or he may hava 
another of the Indian flghters. We ijHen'll 
found out. After his ownership. Devereaui' 
Jarrett acquired the property and his de­
scendants kept it until the state got the 
property in 1955.
“We have a lot of the Jarrell furniture 
which came with the house and have been 
slowly buying a few other things. Including 
a corner cupboard which was here In the 
early days. We got It four or five years ago 
from a woman in Norfolk, Va., who had 
purchased It many years before. We also 
have Gov. Henry McDaniel’s sideboard, 
made In Gordon County, which we bought 
from bis granddaughter in Atlanta when she 
was closing her house on Piedmont Avenue."

On a recent fall Saturday, Mrs, Jewett 
and other members of the Historical Com­
mission went up to Traveler’s Rest to meet 
with the young architects and an expert who 
is helping direct their srork. Dr. Harold 
Cooledge He grew up in Atlanta, teaches 
history of architecture al Clemson, and has 
worked on a number of restoration projects 
in South Carolina. R was he who suggested 
taking, off boards to find out what the build­
ing looked like in the beginning and how it changed.

“Dr. Coolie's idea is that this was a 
large plantation complex which should be 
rebuilt and probably will be eventually," said 
Mrs. Jewett. "Up the road are the homes of 
several Jarrett children, built before the Ovil 
War. There’s also a wonderful covered 
bridge. We might work toward a complex 
of buildings here and make arrangements to 
have some of the other Jarrett houses open 
to visitors. This is a long-time dream. The 
commission doesn't have a plantatkxUype 
exhibit and this might be a good place for it."

When the architects and historians met, 
they decided to have a walking meeting, 
starting at the bottom of the house in the 
stone-floored basement. Larry and Richard 
showed Dr. Cooledge how the giant central 
chimney had been enlarged and how a 12x12 
timber overhead had been crtxlely chopped 
out to make room for stairs coming down 
to the new kitchen. Dr. Cooledge pointed out 
"new” windows that bothered him because 
of having a different shape or the wrong 
number of panes or being in the wrong place. 
Some, obviously tCoathuied on Page W



— ^j^ho’s Responsible
for PUBLIC Morals?

The pefsoful monJtty of each of 
us, of course, is our cmo private 
affair. And we have no right to 
set moral standards for the man 
next door.

Bur there is a broader area of 
morality which is everybody's 
business. For in a society where 
civil order depends on moral or­
der, there has to be a pttMc con­
science. Without it, the law could 
not be enforced, justice could doc 
be administered, and liberty 
could not be preserved.

The puUic conscience is re- 
fleoed in the laws we enact, and 
the moral standards we c^Merve. 
It is the watchdog over the God- 
given rights of the individual 
to freedom of conscience, and to 
the security of his person and 
property. The public conscience 
is, moreover, a refleaion of die 
individual conscience of all peo­
ple who are concerned in preserv­
ing a hi^ standard of moral 
order.

This is not an obligation to be 
delegated to tbe police and the 
courts. Nor to the church, the 
schools or civic societies. For the

public conscience is the concern 
of everyone, and it can function 
effectively only wirh the dedi­
cated commitment of all right- 
thinking people.

In these troubled and changing 
times, public morality has be­
come a problem of increasing 
concern to society as a whde. 
Crimes against person and prop­
erty have grown to grave propor­
tions. Moral depravity thrives on 
public indifference. The public 
peace is disturbed with seeming 
impunity; obscenity flourishes in 
the name of freedom of speech; 
die disease called alcc^lism finds 
an ever-growing number of vic­
tims.

If you agree chat puNic mo­
rality is everybody's business... 
if you want to restore and rebuild 
the moral values that are essen­
tial to the welfare of our society 
—write today for a copy of our. 
new pocket-size pamphlet en­
titled "Public Morality — Our 
Ommem Concern." We'U send 
it free and without obligation. 
Nobody will call on you. Just ask 
for Pamphlet MG-7.

Clty_
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Fading Indian Legends
(Continued From Page 34)

enlarged or moved, severed major timbers 
as they would not have done originally. 
The maio stair has been remodeled or moved 
four times. Once it opened onto the front 
porch, as did most of the downstairs rooms, 
possibly in tbe days when the house was an 
inn and needed outside entrances tike a 
modem motel. At the back, the bouse even 
had an upstairs porch.

"My conteirtim is that It was a typical 
two-st^ Southern porch with a gall^, a 
type sometimes referred to as a planter's 
porch,” Dr. Cooledge said. Inside, under a 
{X'esait window, the young architects found 
a weathered floor and a worn threshold 
where a door had been. They thought that 
the double porch probaUy was added by the 
second owner.

The first builder and the third wm ex­
pert craftsmen, they have discovered.

"We were surpriUd that Walton and Jar- 
rett — if that's the builders were—were 
such expert carpenters,” said Richand Hail. 
"But whoever came between them and made 
drastic changes was a slob, and a sloppy <xie 
at that. He took his hatchet and beat Uie 
dickens out of timbm to put in doors and 
windows. Sometimes we almost think he 
might have been an Indian.”
Dr. Cooledge pointed out that if there had 
been Cherokee trouble in the area, the house 
could have been occupied by a squatter.

"I know a perfect example of this sort of 
thing in Kentucky,” he said. "After the orig­
inal owner of the house was killed, Indians 
moved in and changed the house. Then a 
white man came bade around 1840 and 
dinged it back, making a restoration of the 
1820 house.

"My idea here would be to make a 'paper 
restoration' of the various stages of Trav­
eler's Rest with good renderings to show 
how the house looked with each of its major 
changes. 1 think the house should remain 
|HwUy much as it is in its final remodding, 
removing some obvious things done to it after 
the Civil War If it is restored to its appear­
ance in, say, 1840. It wouldn’t be a dead res­
toration to one specific period. I think the 
weatherboarding should definitely go back

to an earlier type. I’d say the outside sheath­
ing probably dates from as late as 1880 or IttO.

"I think the architects should continue to 
analyze before they begin to synthesize. I’d 
lik^ to see a man digging in the yard to make 
an archaeological study. You could almost 
reconstruct tlw family life here in the changes 
of the house.”

In the restoration, some of the famous 
stories (tf the old house may be lost, or 
watered down. The gable aids d the old 
house have circular (^lenings which many 
pec^le claim w«^ peepholes through which 
the Waltons could shoot at Indians. 1

"We’ve decided tbe holes were for Ven­
tilation, not gun ports for shooting,” uld 
Larry Farrow. "If you try to sight thresh 
one of them you find it’s Impossible.”
Mrs. Mary Jarrett White, who lived ||ere 
for 90 years and sold tbe house to the state 
a year before she died, used to ttal ppljile 
arrowheads had been found embedded inlbe 
house. One is still there, stuck jn a brfck, 
but at this date no one knows if it was shot 
there or put in by hand long after Indians 
left ttiese woods. The architects also debunk 
the story about the blood stains in an upstairs 
hall, a dark splotch that has been pointed out 
as Walton’s blood spilled in "the massacre.”

"The blood is supposed to be in the shape 
of an Indian’s footprint,” Larry said. "Un­
fortunately, we found the circle that looks 
like the bottom of a red paint can neaiby."

But as legends fade, tbe truth of the old 
house emerges, breath its new plastic skin.

Miss Mable Ramsey, hostess at the manor 
for the Historical Commission and a descend­
ant of the Jarretts, regrets s<»ne of the tear­
ing apart, and the dust, but she likes that 
new skin.

"They’re going to leave the plastic m for 
me this winter, to keep the house warmer,” 
she said. "People who visit the house now 
like it, too, b^ause they’ve never had a 
chance to see the insides of a (dace this old. 
One man from Virginia was so fascinated he 
wanted to stay and help pull the boards off.”

The old house, stripp^ for the show, is 
well worth seeing while tbe restoration (itd- 
gresses.

going to give it to you straight! You moy hove ocute glomerulonephritis,
con occasiondily progress into chronic glomerulonephritis

o lordotic type of orthostotic olbuminurio."
or it might even be






































