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1. Name
historic Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National Historic Landmark

(1) Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
and or common (2) First Girl Scout Headquarters

2. Location
(1) 10 Oglethorpe Avenue

street & number (2) 330 Drayton Street not for publication

city, town Savannah vicinity of

state GA code county Chatham code

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture —X- museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied JL.. commercial park

structure both work in progress -X- educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible . entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered ___yes: unrestricted industrial ------transportation
no _ military other:

4. Owner of Property
(1) Girl Scouts of the United States of America 

name (2) Savannah Girl Scout Council

street & number See continuation sheet

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Chatham County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Savannah state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys_______
Savannah Historic District, NKL (1966) Nomination amended (1984)

B^tvp 1 r,o pfoperty been determined eligible?-UHL
XX

date National Park Service, Washington, D. C. federal state county local

HABS
depository for survey records T.ihrary nf Gnnarpss. Washington.

cHy, town state



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent ___ deteriorated unaltered original site
_X_ good 

fair
ruins X altered mnvpri riatp
unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Julliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark consists of two individual properties 
in Savannah, Georgia: the Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace at 10
Oglethorpe Avenue and a structure at 330 Drayton Street commonly known as the First Girl 
Scout Headquarters which was originally a carriage house and servants' quarters for the 
Andrew Low House at 329 Abercorn Street. Both properties are located in the Savannah 
National Historic Landmark District. The boundaries of the landmark itself are discontiguous 
as the Wayne-Gordon House is situated several blocks away from the First Girl Scout 
Headquarters.

WAYNE-GORDON HOUSE/JULIETTE GORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE, 10 OGLETHORPE AVENUE

This house was the birthplace and childhood home of Juliette Gordon Low. She lived there 
she married William Mackay Low in 1886. The house was built between 1818 and 1821 

for James Moore Wayne, a prominent Savannah jurist and politician who served as Mayor 
of Savannah, United States Congressman, and United States Supreme Court Justice. Moore 
sold the house in 1831 to his niece and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington 
Gordon I, Mrs. Low's grandparents, and the property remained in the Gordon family until 
1953 when the Girl Scouts of the United States of America purchased and restored it.
The house was opened to the public in 1956. Interpretation of the site emphasizes Juliette 
Gordon Low's life, the history of the Gordon family, and the history of Girl Scouting.
The property is officially known as the Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center 
and is visited annually by thousands of Girl Scouts who participate in a variety of 
educational programs.

When originally Constructed, the Wayne-Gordon House was two stories on a raised basement 
and was built of brick stuccoed to resemble stone. Other features included a five-bay 
front, central entry, a one-story Doric entry-porch with steps on either side, second 
floor windows set in blind arches, and two semicircular bays on the rear. Kitchen 
and service areas occupied the basement. On the first floor were double parlors, a 
drawing room, and a dining room with a curved stairway at the end of the central hall 
leading to the second floor with four bedrooms, dressing rooms, and trunk room. Impor
tant interior features included plaster cornices and ceiling medallions and marble mantles. 
The design of the Wayne-Gordon House has traditionally been attributed to British 
Architect William Jay, but there is no substantive documentation to this effect.

Mrs. Low's parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon, II, renovated the house in 
1886 according to plans executed by New York architect, Detlef Lienau. The work Included 
the addition of a third floor and the construction of a one-story, curved piazza on 
the east side of the house. The new top floor had a hipped roof, bracketed cornice, 
and quoins around windows and at corners and contained five bedrooms and two bathrooms.
Two bathrooms were installed on the second floor, and a kitchen was Inserted into the 
first floor in conjunction with the constructionof the new east porch.

During World War II, the Wayne-Gordon House was converted to apartments. These changes 
were removed during the initial restoration of the property by the Girl Scouts in 1953- 
56. Subsequent work on the house has generally been restorative in nature as well. The 
present condition of the Wayne-Gordon House is good with a high degree of retention of 
historic fabric and features from both the period of initial construction and the 1886 
renovation.
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(1) Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

Girl Scouts of the United States of America
c/o The Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center
142 Bull Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401

(2) First Girl Scout Headquarters (Low Carriage House and Servants' Quarters)

Savannah Girl Scout Council 
428 Bull Street 
P. 0. Box 9389 
Savannah, Georgia 31412
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The rear yard and side garden of the Wayne-Gordon House have always been enclosed by 
service buildings and high walls. However, buildings at the rear of the lot were remodeled 
extensively for contemporary purposes such as a gift shop, offices, and meeting rooms.
These buildings lack historic Integrity and consequently do not contribute to the property's 
significance. Their renovation has been carefully executed, however, and these structures 
do not detract from the historic setting of the house itself. The ornamental garden 
on the east side of the house has been partially restored with historic plant materials 
known to have been cultivated by the Gordons in the nineteenth century. The planting 
pattern is not original, however.

FIRST GIRL SCOUT HEADQUARTERS, 330 DRAYTON STREET

This building served origlnallyas a carriage house and servants' quarters for the Andrew 
Low House, Mrs. Low's adult residence in Savannah. It is situated behind the garden 
in the rear of the Andrew Low House and was likely built at the same time as the Low 
House in 1849. In 1912, Mrs. Low had it remodeled as a meeting place for local Girl 
Scout Troops. When Mrs. Low died in 1927, she bequeathed this building to the Savannah 
Area Girl Scout Council. It was in continuous use by this organization until 1986.
It is currently leased to the Junior League of Savannah.

Built of brick covered with stucco, the building has a central block that is two stories 
in height with simple stucco pilasters supporting a stucco band at the cornice line.
Flanking one story wings link the structure to the garden walls of the Andrew Low House.
A shallow-pitched pyramidal roof has wide eaves with simply detailed brackets. Second 
story windows have double-hung sash in a six-over-six configuration. Ground floor window 
sash have a two-over-two configuration.

The basic form of the building has not changed since Mrs. Low's death in 1927, although 
one of the two doors in the main block has been replaced by a window, and the carriage 
doors which opened on to Drayton Street from the wings on either side of the main block 
have been removed and the openings filled in. The interior has been considerably altered, 
and all features from the period in which the building was used as a carriage house and 
servants' quarters and the early twentieth century modifications made by Mrs. Low when 
she converted the building for use by the Girl Scouts have either been removed or are 
obscured by modern materials and features. The building is in a good state of repair.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning ___ landscape architecture.. religion
1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic __ conservation ___ law science
1500-1599 ___agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ___architecture . education military X social/
1700-1799 ___art __ engineering ___ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 commerce . . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . industry politics/government transportation

___invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1860-1927 Builder/Architect Unknown

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
In Savannah, Georgia, on March 12, 1912, Mrs. Juliette Gordon Low (1860-1927) formed 
the first Girl Scout Troop in the United States. Over the next quarter of a century,
Mrs. Low oversaw the development of the Girl Scout movement (initially called Girl 
Guides) as it grew from its local origins with 18 members to a national organization 
with over 168,000 members at the time of her death. In establishing the Girl Scouts 
in the United States, Mrs. Low was strongly influenced by General Sir Robert Baden-Powell, 
founder of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides in England in 1908 and 1910, respectively.
Two historic properties in Savannah are considered to be nationally significant due to 
their close association with Mrs. Low and her role as founder and Initial leader of the 
Girl Scouts in the United States. These properties are Mrs. Low's birthplace and child
hood home at 142 Bull Street (the Wayne-Gordon House) and the first Girl Scout Headquarters 
at 330 Drayton Street, originally the servants' quarters and carriage house for Mrs.
Low's adult residence at 329 Abercorn Street (the Andrew Low House).

Juliette Maglll Kinzle Gordon (nicknamed Daisey) was born into a prominent Savannah 
family on October 31, 1860, and her childhood was spent in the house now known as the 
Wayne-Gordon House. Her father, William Washington Gordon, II, (1834-1912), attended 
Yale University, became a cotton broker in Savannah and served as a captain in the Con
federate Army. After the Civil War, he resumed his prosperous career, was elected to 
the Georgia House of Representatives, and during the Spanish-American War was appointed 
Brigadier General in the U. S. Army Volunteers. Juliette Gordon's mother, Eleanor Kinzie 
(1835-1917), came from Chicago where her family had settled and prospered during the 
period it was changing from a remote army and trading post to a major urban center.
She was a talented woman who was fluent in several foreign languages and was the author 
of a popular book Wau-Bun, based on her family's travels through the midwestern frontier 
prior to settling in Chicago.

Juliette Gordon enjoyed a privileged upbringing which included extensive domestic and 
European travel and attendance at boarding and finishing schools in Virginia and New 
York. She exhibited talent as an artist early on and over the course of her life she 
developed skills in several mediums including painting, sculpturing, and ornamental iron- 
working. As a young adult she became almost completely deaf as the result of ear infections. 
In 1886, she married William Mackay Low, the son of Andrew Low, a ^ocially prominent 
and wealthy English merchant and business associate of her father. Andrew Low maintained 
a house in Savannah on Lafayette Square (the Andrew Low House) as part of his business.
This house, which William Low inherited from his father along with his fortune, became 
the couple's American residence.

After 1887, the Lows lived primarily in England and Scotland. They also traveled exten
sively in Europe. Having married into a prominent and wealthy British family, Mrs.
Low became a member of England's most exclusive social circles. William Low, for example, 
was a close friend of the Prince of Wales, and in 1889, Julliette Low was presented to 
Queen Victoria at the Court of St. James. The early years of the inarri^qe’-W€i£e£|it>j>srefitTy 
quite happy, but by the mid-1890s there were problems, including a series of clandestine



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data
nf nnmin.toH prnpi.rty Both properties Combined are less than one acre 

niiartrangic namg Savannah Quadrangle/Georgia-South Carolina Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
NHL boundary corresponds to the legal boundary descriptions. See continuation sheet for 
boundary descriptions.

List ali states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Stuart K. Johnson, Senior Historian

Preservation Services Division 
organization National Park Service, SERO date December 12, 1986

street & number
75 Spring Street, SW FTS 242-2638 (404)331-2638

telephone

city or town Atlanta state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national ------state ------local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ___________________ _____________

title date

For MPS use only y
I hereby certify Jmat this propej in the National Register

Chief of Registration
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affairs by William and his growing alcoholism. These problems worsened over the years, 
and Mrs. Low finally decided to seek a divorce. Before she could initiate formal legal 
proceedings, however, William Mackay Low died in 1905.

Following her husband's death, Mrs. Low waged a grueling, but ultimately successful 
court battle for her rightful share of his estate. After 1906, she began spending the 
winters in the United States, dividing her time between Savannah and travel to other 
parts of the country. Much of the rest of her time was spent in England where she resumed 
her extremely active social life. She also continued to travel extensively, not only 
in American and Europe, but also in more exotic places such as Egypt and India.
Sculpturing became her major artistic outlet during this period. In 1911, her interest 
in this art form led to a chance meeting, and ultimately close friendship, with another 
amateur sculptor. General Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder and leader of the Boy Scouts 
in England. She also met his sister, Agnes, who was in charge of the Girl Guides, a 
similar organization for girls. From these relationships, Mrs. Low developed the idea 
for establishing a similar organization for American girls.

At the time Mrs. Low met Baden-Powell, he was an extremely popular public figure in Great 
Britain. His defense of Mafking during the Boer War in South Africa had made him a 
national hero, and the immediate success of the Boy Scouts which he founded in 1908 
brought him even greater acclaim. Many of the guiding grincipl-wS of the English Boy 
Scout movement were adaptations of Baden-Powell's theories on training and commanding 
soldiers especially his beliefs about the character-building benefits of conferring 
responsibility upon individuals and training them in rigorous outdoor skills such as 
scouting and tracking. Baden-Powell was also Influenced by American youth organizations 
such as^Ernest Thomas Seton's "Woodcraft Indians" and Daniel Beard's "Sons of Daniel 
Boone." Unlike these organizations, however, which tended to glorify the outdoors,
Indian lore, and wilderness skills for their own sakes, Baden-Powell's Boy Scouts emphasized 
the outdoors as a means of building character and the qualities of good citizenship.
This was true also of^the Boy Scouts of America, founded in 1910 and patterned largely 
on the English model.

The popularity of the Boy Scouts in Great Britain was so great that there was an almost 
immediate demand for a similar organization for girls. This need was met in 1910 by 
the formation of the Girl Guides as part of the gverall Boy Scout organization but under 
the supervision of Baden-Powell's sister, Agnes. Mrs. Low gained firsthand experience 
with the Girl Guides by forming and working with troops in Scotland and London during 
the summer and fall of 1911.

Mrs. Low's enthusiasm for the Girl Guides, resulting from her exposure to Baden-Powell 
and her experiences as a troop leader, were transformed into plans to establish the 
Girl Guides in the United States early in 1912 during her annual winter voyage to America. 
Baden-Powell was on the same ship en route to America as part of a world tour on behalf 
of the Boy Scout movement, and he likely encouraged Mrs. Low in this regard since after 
reaching the United States he contacted Individuals in New York and elsewhere about 
providing assistance to Mrs, Low for the establishment of the Girl Guides. When Mrs.
Low arrived in Savannah, she contacted Miss Nina Anderson Pape, a cousin and principal
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of a local girls' school, and discussed with her the possibility of forming several 
troops of Girl Guides in Savannah. Miss Pape responded positively and informed Mrs.
Low that there was already a group of girls in Savannah who met periodically with a local 
naturalist, W. J. Hoxie, who instructed them in bird watching, plant identification, 
and other similar skills. Mrs. Low met Informally with these girls in early March at 
her parents' home (the Wayne-Gordon House) to find out if they would like to become Girl 
Guides. Their affirmative responses prompted Mrs. Low to take action, and on March 12, 
1912, in her own home (the Andrew Low House), she organized the first Girl Guide troop 
in the United States with eighteen girls. Shortly thereafter, she refurbished the carriage 
house and servants' quarters (the first Girl Scout Headquarters) behind the Andrew Low 
House garden for use as a meeting place for the Girl Guides. In addition, a vacant 
lot across the street was converted into a combination tennis and basketball court to 
provide outdoor recreation to troop members.

The new organization grew rapidly in Savannah, and within a year, over 60 girls were 
participating in its activities. Mrs. Low apparently Intended to make the organization 
national in scope from the very beginning, and in 1913 she established a national head
quarters in Washington, D. C. That same year, she tried to Interest the leaders of the 
Campfire Girls in joining their organization with the Girl Guides under the name Girl 
Scouts. The Campfire Girls rejected Mrs. Low's plan, but she retained the name Girl 
Scouts. The first of several versions of the Girl Scout handbook. How Girls Can Help 
Their Country, was published in 1913 by Savannah naturalist*W. J. Hoxie. It was an 
adaptation of the British Girl Guides Ifendbook by Agnes and Sir Robert Baden-Powell. 
Initially, Mrs. Low personally bore the administrative costs of the Girl Scouts including 
the salary of a national secretary. She traveled extensively and accepted numerous 
speaking engagements on behalf of the Girl Scouts to build a broader base of support 
for the fledgling organization. She also used her many social contacts to interest 
influential people in the Girl Scouts. Her efforts paid off, and by 1915 the Girl 
Scouts were a viable organization with a membership of 5,000. In that year the Girl 
Scouts were formally incorporated, and the first national Council Meeting was held 
during which a constitution and bylaws were adopted. Mrs. Low was elected President, 
an office she held until 1920. In 1916, the national teadquarters was relocated to New 
York City where it has remained.

The World War I era was important for the Girl Scouts. Public awareness of the Girl 
Scouts increased due to the participation by troops all over the country in such war- 
related volunteer efforts as the Red Cross and war bond sales campaigns. Membership 
grew precipitously, and by 1920 there were over 50,000 members nationwide. That year,
Mrs. Low stepped down as president and thereafter was known officially as "The Founder." 
She also gave up most administrative responsibilities but continued to travel extensively 
in the United States on behalf of the Girl Scouts and to represent the organization 
at foreign meetings. She was largely responsible in 1926 for bringing to the United 
States the Fourth International Conference of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, the first 
such event held outside of England.
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Mrs. Low died of cancer at her home in Savannah on January 17, 1927. By this time, 
the organization she had founded with 18 girls had a national membership of over 
148,000.

FOOTNOTES , Item Numbers 7 and 8

1. Built in the Greek Revival style in 1847-49 and the American residence of British 
merchant Andrew Low, the Andrew Low House is a two-story-brick—with-stucco structure 
over a raised basement. Its design has traditionally been attributed to John Norris of 
New York. Low's son, William Mackay Low, married Juliette Gordon in 1886, and the 
house became their residence during their brief stints in America. The property became 
Mrs. Low's when William Low died in 1905. In this house on March 12, 1912, Mrs. Low 
held the first Girl Scout meeting in the United States. The National Society of the 
Colonial Dames in the State of Georgia purchased the property in 1928, a year after 
Mrs. Low's death. Today, the property continues to be owned by the Colonial Dames and 
used as the organization's state headquarters.

2. Mrs. Low's parents considered William Mackay Low to be unreliable and did not favor 
the marriage.

3. Beard's boyhood home in Covington, Kentucky, is a National Historic Landmark as is 
Seton Village, a complex of structures built for Seton in New Mexico.

4. The Boy Scouts were established in the United States by wealthy Chicago publisher, 
William D. Boyce. Boy Scout tradition holds that Boyce became interested in scouting 
after a trip to England during which a Boy Scout rescued him when he was lost in a 
London fog.

5. Baden-Powell's wife. Clave, assumed leadership of the Girl Guides in 1916.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
(Verbal Boundary Description)

(1) Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

Deed Book 58Y, page 230, Chatham Count (Georgia) Court House:

Lots six (6) and seven t7)» Sloper Tything, Perclval Ward, said lots being 
contiguous and as a whole being bounded on the north by a lane; on the east by 
lot eight (8), said tything and ward; on the south by Oglethorpe Avenue (formerly 
South Broad Street); and on the west by Bull Street.

(2) First Girl Scout Headquarters (Low Carriage House and Servants Quarters)

Deed Book 22X, page 392, Chatham County (Georgia) Court House:

SW corner of Lot 14, Lafayette Ward, having frontage of 47.55 feet on Drayton 
Street and frontage of 37.7 feet on Charlton Street, Savannah, Chatham County, 
Georgia.
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION
NFS Fonn 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT
United Slates Department of the Interior, National Park ServiceNational Register of Histone Places Registration Form

0MB No, 1024-0018
Page 1

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name; Juliette Gordon Low Historic District (Revised Documentation)

Other Name/Site Number: (1) Wayne-Gordon House (also known as the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace),
(2) First Girl Scout Headquarters (Andrew Low Carriage House), (3) Andrew 
Low House

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: (1) 10 Oglethorpe Ave. (2) 330 Drayton St. (3) 329 Abercorn St. Not for publication: 

City/Town: Savannah Vicinity:

State; Georgia County: Chatham Code: 051 Zip Code: 31401

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: X
Public-Local: __
Public-State: __
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

3

Category of Property
Building(s): ___
District: X_
Site: ___
Structure: ___
Object: ___

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 

sites
__structures
__objects
2 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_3 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing:

national hSItSbIc LANDMWK on

JUN 2 3 t‘Ko6

by the Secretary o1 the Interior
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this____nomination _request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property____meets____ does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property____meets____ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain);

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: 1. Domestic Sub Single Dwelling
2. Social Sub Clubhouse
3. Domestic Sub Single Dwelling

Current: 1. Recreation & Culture Sub Museum
2. Social Sub Clubhouse
3. Recreation & Culture Sub Museum

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 1. Federal 2. No Style 3. Greek Revival/Italianate

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Brick 
Walls: Stucco
Roof: Metal
Other: (1) Wood; (3) Cast iron, wood
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The Juliette Gordon Low Historic District consists of three individual properties in Savannah, Georgia: the 
Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace at 10 Oglethorpe Avenue; the Andrew Low House at 
329 Abercom Street; and a structure at 330 Drayton Street commonly known as the First Girl Scout 
Headquarters. The last was originally a carriage house and servants’ quarters for the Andrew Low House. All 
three properties are located in the Savannah Historic District (NHL, 1965). The boundary of the Juliette Gordon 
Low Historic District is discontiguous. The Wayne-Gordon House is situated several blocks away from the 
Andrew Low House and its carriage house (First Girl Scout Headquarters).

The Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and the First Girl Scout Headquarters were 
designated a National Historic Landmark as the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace in 1965. This additional 
documentation expands the NHL to include the Andrew Low House and renames the landmark. “The Juliette 
Gordon Low Historic District.” The Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace is individually listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Andrew Low House and First Girl Scout Headquarters are contributing 
resources in the Savannah National Register Historic District.

Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, 10 Oglethorpe Avenue

This house was the birthplace and early home of Juliette Gordon Low, who lived here from her birth in 1860 
until she married William Mackay Low in 1886. Following her husband’s death in 1905, she frequently stayed 
in her parents’ house during her annual sojourns in Savannah. After her mother’s death in 1917, she again 
began using the Andrew Low House. The Wayne-Gordon House was constructed between 1818 and 1821. A 
building permit was issued in 1818, and there is a considerable Jump in the property valuation between 1820 and 
1821. The house was built for James Moore Wayne, a prominent Savarmah jurist and politician who served as 
Mayor of Savannah, United States Congressman, and United States Supreme Court Justice. Moore sold the 
house in 1831 to his niece and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon I (Mrs. Low’s 
grandparents), and the property remained in the Gordon family until 1953 when the Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America (USA) purchased it and began the process of restoring many features while adapting the 
house to new uses. The house was opened to the public in 1956. Interpretation of the site emphasizes Juliette 
Gordon Low’s life, the history of the Gordon family, and the history of Girl Scouting. The property is officially 
known as the Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center and is visited aimually by thousands of Girl 
Scouts who participate in a variety of educational programs.'

The house is at the comer of Oglethorpe Avenue and Bull Street in Percival Ward, one of the original wards in 
Savannah’s renowned eighteenth-century city plan. Oglethorpe Avenue is a four-lane east-west thoroughfare 
with a landscaped median.^ The Wayne-Gordon House is flanked by two nineteenth-century houses. Across 
Bull Street to the west at 4 West Oglethorpe Avenue is an 1836 house that was enlarged in 1867. To the east at 
14 East Oglethorpe is an 1853 house, enlarged in 1892. Facing the Wayne-Gordon House on the south side of 
Oglethorpe is the 1928 Independent Presbyterian Church Annex, designed by Ralph Adams Cram (1863-1942). 
Bull Street between Oglethorpe and Wright Square has a number of commercial and institutional buildings from 
the late nineteenth century.^ The Wayne-Gordon House occupies the southwest portion of its lot. Along York

' Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) Documentation, GA-211; John Linley, The Georgia Catalog: Historic American 
Buildings Survey (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1982), 341; Hanna Hryniewiecka Lerski, William Jay: Itinerant English 
Architect, 7792-/557 (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1983), 169-70.

^ The Savannah street grid is skewed slightly from true north-south and east-west; for convenience, this nomination will refer to 
east, west, north, and south.

^ Mary L. Morrison, ed., Historic Savannah: Survey of Significant Buildings in the Historic and Victorian Districts of Savannah,
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Lane at the north lot line are a former stable (now containing program rooms) and a reconstructed carriage house 
containing classrooms. A walled formal garden is present on the eastern portion of the lot.

When originally constructed, the Wayne-Gordon House was a two-story house on a raised basement. The box
like character of the house was relieved by two semicircular bays projecting at the rear. The first and second 
stories featured central hall plans with two rooms on each side of the hall. In Savannah, this arrangement is 
sometimes called a “double house,” indicating rooms on both sides of a hall, as opposed to a plan with rooms to 
one side only (single house). The house was of brick construction, stuccoed and scored to resemble stone. The 
house had a hip roof and a deep molded cornice. Four dormers in the roof provided light to attic space 
containing servants’ quarters and storage rooms. The entry fa?ade featured a shallow porch dominated by four 
columns in a variation of the Tuscan order"* and capped by a blank entablature with a single molding dividing it 
in two. Staircases ran to each side parallel to the facade. Kitchen and service areas occupied the basement. The 
first floor had double parlors on one side and a drawing room and a dining room on the other. A curving 
stairway at the back of the hall led to the second floor, which had four bedrooms, dressing rooms, and a trunk 
room.^

The design of the Wayne-Gordon House has traditionally been attributed to British-born and -trained architect 
William Jay (1792?-1837). Jay was active in Savannah from late 1817 through 1822 and is credited with 
bringing the architectural fashions of the British Regency period to Savarmah. Notable Jay-designed houses in 
Savannah include the Owens-Thomas House (NHL, 1976), the Telfair House (now part of the Telfair Museum 
of Art) and the Scarborough House (NHL, 1973). No documentation definitively links Jay to the Wayne- 
Gordon House. ^ Jay was fined in 1818 for blocking the corner of Bull and Broad Streets with rubble. This 

could have been debris from the original house on the property that was demolished to clear space to build the 
Wayne-Gordon House.’ No matter who the designer may have been, the curved bays and decorative touches 

from Greek, Roman, and Egyptian architecture linked the house to the prevailing neoclassical tastes of the 
1810s. Neoclassical houses from this period are typically denominated Regency in Great Britain, derived from 
the period (1811 to 1820) when the future King George IV was regent for his father, George 111. Federal style is 
the term generally applied to houses from the early neoclassical period in the United States.

Mrs. Low’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon II, renovated the house in 1886 according to 
plans prepared by New York architect Detlef Lienau. Lienau was of German and Danish parentage and received 
his training in Berlin, Munich, and the office of Henri Labrouste in Paris. Arriving in New York City in 1848, 
he achieved nearly immediate success and had an active career, largely with residential commissions, until his 
death in 1887.* Lienau’s changes included the addition of a full third floor to replace the original attic and the 
construction of a one-story porch, or piazza, on the east side of the house. The new top floor had a hipped roof 
of shallower profile than the one it replaced, a bracketed cornice and frieze, and quoins around windows and at 
the comers. The added story contained five bedrooms and two bathrooms. Two bathrooms were installed on 
the second floor, and a kitchen was inserted as part of the new piazza. During World War II, the Wayne-Gordon

Georgia 2nd ed. (Savannah: Historic Savannah Foundation, 1979), 66, 94; Georgia State Survey Forms, on file in National Park 
Service Southeast Regional Office, Atlanta.

The Tuscan order was developed by the ancient Romans and features a simple semi-circular torus molding at the base, a smooth, 
unfluted shaft, and a simple molded capital. The Wayne-Gordon House columns lack the necking band, or astragal, below the capital 
that is often a feature of the Tuscan order.

^ This description is based on HABS Documentation, GA-211, and “Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center Background 
Information sheet, Wayne-Gordon House,” 2-3.

® Lerski, William Jay, 63, 169-70.
^ “Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center Background Information sheet, Wayne-Gordon House,” 1-2.
* Robert A. M. Stem, Thomas Mellins, and David Fishman, New York 1880: Architecture and Urbanism in the Gilded Age (New

York: Monacelli Press, 1999), 18.
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House experienced further interior changes when it was converted to apartments. The rehabilitation begun by 
the Girl Scouts in 1953 removed the 1942 alterations and generally aimed to return the house to its appearance 
following the 1886 remodeling, while accommodating certain contemporary functions.

Current Appearance

Currently in good condition, the Wayne-Gordon House largely reflects the appearance of the house following 
the 1880s remodeling under architect Lienau. The stucco coating over the bricks, scored to mimic stone, was 
most recently replaced in 1964. Stringcourses separate the raised basement from the first floor and the first 
floor from the second. The original molded cornice remains between the second story and the added third floor. 
The tin cornice with brackets, added in the 1886 remodeling, remains at the roof line. The entry portico is 
unchanged save for a door opening in its base giving onto the sidewalk. A window in this position was 
converted to a door by the Girl Scouts. A symbolic “Founder’s Gate” covered this door until 2004, when the 
gate was moved to the courtyard. The 1880s piazza dominates the east elevation. It runs the full width of the 
elevation with a projecting semicircular central portion, echoing the original semicircular bays and a framed off 
portion at the north, which accommodated a new kitchen. The piazza is supported on Doric columns, with a 
heavy entablature and cornice and a paneled parapet wall at the top. The only known change to the piazza is the 
replacement of the original paneled balustrade with a pierced balustrade. Fenestration of the house is varied: the 
basement has 8/8 windows, the first and second floors are 6/6, and the third floor is 2/2. Chimney stacks rise 
over the side walls above the front parlors and again above the bays at the rear.

In the basement, interior partition walls were removed in the 1950s to provide a large meeting space. In general, 
this floor has been renovated to meet modern needs. The interior finishes of the first and second floors are 
almost all intact. The house boasts elaborate millwork around doors and windows, incorporating carved oil 
lamps and heads that appear to derive from ancient Egyptian or Etruscan models, and neoclassical plaster 
cornices and ceiling medallions. The central hall is divided into a more formal front hall and a plainer back hall, 
where the stairs are located. Under Girl Scout ownership, the wall separating the two spaces was moved three 
feet to the south to accommodate HVAC systems, requiring the reworking of some ceiling plasterwork. The 
front entrance hall has plaster rosettes in the ceiling and a central medallion with a wreath of acanthus leaves.

All of the first floor parlors have plaster cornices composed of bellflowers and acanthus leaves separated by a 
Greek key course as well as plaster ceiling medallions. The double parlors on the west side of the first floor are 
the premier public rooms of the house. The mahogany pocket doors between the parlors are given the complete 
neoclassical treatment with engaged Ionic columns supporting a full entablature, which incorporates a row of 
rosettes in the frieze portion. The rooms at the back of the house have fireplaces in the center of the curving 
bays, flanked by windows.

The rear yard and side garden of the Wayne-Gordon House have always been enclosed by service buildings and 
high walls. The stable building has been extensively remodeled for use as program rooms. The carriage house 
was largely reconstructed in the 1950s; only a portion of the south wall retains some original material. Neither 
of these buildings has integrity to the period of significance and both are classified as noncontributing.

The garden and courtyard landscapes were designed in the 1950s by landscape architect Clermont Lee. The 
garden represents an early nineteenth-century formal garden and is highlighted by two oval parterres. Historic 
plant materials known to have been utilized by the Gordons are employed wherever possible. The garden is not, 
however, based on research into the original bedding plan.^

9 i ‘Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center Background Information sheet, Wayne Gordon House,” 10.
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Andrew Low House, 329 Abercorn Street

The Andrew Low House, built in 1848-1849 for Andrew Low, a wealthy cotton factor, fronts Lafayette 
Square, one of the squares of the renowned Savannah town plan. The house was designed by New York 
architect John S. Norris, who also designed the U.S. Custom House in Savannah as well as numerous other 
private and public buildings in the city. The Low House and its associated Carriage House occupy an entire 
block in the Savannah Historic District National Historic Landmark. The two buildings are separately owned. 
The Andrew Low House was the adult home of Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts in the United 
States. Low, who traveled for extended periods, used the house between 1886 and 1905. She inherited the 
property from her husband after his death in 1905 and it became her Savannah residence in 1918 and remained 
such until her death in 1927.

The Low House is set among houses built mostly in the nineteenth century. The house faces east on Lafayette 
Square, which was laid out in 1837 in conformance with Savannah’s original ward and square plan. 
Development around the square was limited until 1846, when a city jail that occupied a substantial portion of 
the Low building site was relocated. The Low House was one of the first to be erected on the square, but was 
soon followed by a number of houses with Greek Revival detailing built in the 1850s.''

Prominent edifices on Lafayette Square include the Second Empire Hamilton-Tumer House (1873) at 330 
Abercorn Street on the east side of the square, and the Gothic Revival Cathedral of St. John the Baptist (1872- 
73) on the northeast side of the square. Filling the block just north of the Low House is the Lafayette 
Condominiums, occupying a four-story brick building (1928, 1948) that originally housed offices of the 
Southern Bell Telephone Company. The 1852 Battersby House (119 East Charlton) and the 1858 John B.
Gallic House (201 East Charlton) are neighbors to the south and southeast, respectively. Directly south of the 
western portion of the Low lot is the shell of an abandoned 1920s service station and garage. Lafayette Square 
features mature live oak trees, brick walks, grassed areas, seasonal plantings, and a three-tiered cast-iron 
fountain at its center.'^ The block occupied by the Low House is bounded by Drayton Street on the west. East 
Harris on the north, Abercorn on the east, and East Charlton on the south.

Andrew Low purchased the 60-by-180-foot property for his house from the city in 1846. A city jail built circa 
1800 had occupied a portion of the lot, and defensive works associated with the War of 1812 also ran across the 
lot. A ground-penetrating radar investigation in April 2005 by Brockington and Associates revealed an 
intermittent wall structure below grade in the rear courtyard. This may be a portion of the jail structure or 
possibly a vault for storage constructed concurrently with the house. Many of the pottery shards found during a 
2001 archeological investigation of the site date from approximately 1790 to 1840 consistent with the period of 
operation for the jail. The same archeological investigation revealed the brick cistern beneath the ground in the 
backyard. The cistern was filled by drainpipes from the roof

The Andrew Low House was one of the first in Savannah to include elements associated with the Italianate style 
of architecture. Various details in the house show the transition, under the direction of architect John S. Norris, 
to the Italianate from the Greek Revival style then prevalent in Savarmah. The Low House exemplifies Norris’s

Factor was the term for a middleman or broker.
II Georgia State Survey Forms.

Morrison, Historic Savannah, 129-34; Georgia State Survey Forms. The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America 
in the State of Georgia donated the fountain to the city in 1983.

The jail and defensive line show up on an 1818 map of the city by 1. Stouf See Judson Kratzer, “An Archeological Assessment 
of the Historic Drainage System and Rear Garden Stratigraphy at the Andrew Low House, Savannah, Georgia,” Environmental 
Services, Inc., ESI Report of Investigations No. 258, 2001,24-32.
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sophisticated application of stylistic touches popular in his home city of New York to an up-to-date dwelling 
with all the conveniences of the time.

When the house was completed in 1849, it demonstrated several elements that were forerurmers of the fully 
developed Italianate style popular in Savannah from the mid-1850s: a massive square block, pyramidal roof, tall 
narrow windows on the main floor, recessed main doorway, generous use of cast iron, and shallow balconies on 
the south and east elevations. After an 1854 hurricane damaged the original roof, a new roof with overhanging 
eaves was installed. Brackets under the eaves add to the structure’s Italianate appearance.'^ The framing and 
decking of the roof are original; only the roof sheathing was apparently lost in the hurricane. Other decorative 
details are in the Greek Revival style, and are described below.

Exterior

The house is free-standing, of two stories on a raised basement, and surrounded on all sides by a shallow dry 
“moat.” Brick stairs rise from the moat at four comers to street level, leading to a formal parterre garden in the 
front and to a paved courtyard in the back. At the west end of the courtyard, and separated from it by 1929 
openwork brick wall of a “dropstitch” design,*^ stands the stucco-over-brick Carriage House, with a two-story 
central block and one-story wings added early in the twentieth century. The Girl Scouts began using a portion 
of the Carriage House in 1912 and it is now owned by the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts. A cast-iron fence, 
with an original double-leaf gate on Abercom Street, surrounds the house on three sides. The fence stands on 
rectangular brownstone blocks and meets stucco-over-brick walls at the back wall of the house. The walls, 
scored to resemble blocks of stone, enclosed the rear courtyard and ties into the end walls of the Carriage House 
wings.

The entrance fa9ade of the Andrew Low House, facing east, is a five-bay design with a central brown sandstone 
entry staircase carried on half arches. This entry is flanked by two cast-iron lions at the foot of the stairs, which 
are climbed with the aid of a cast-iron railing. The railing for the stairs continues from the top of the steps and 
becomes the railing for a shallow, projecting balcony that extends across the east fa9ade. The cast-iron features 
intricate meanders and guilloche detailing.'^ In contrast, the recessed stone entrance features an unadorned 
pediment above a pair of fluted columns. The entry portico is modeled on the Tower-of-the-Winds (or Temple 
of the Winds),a second-century B.C. stmcture in Athens, Greece. For the Low House, Norris flattened the 
pediment and eliminated the dentil ranges included in the original Tower-of-the-Winds pediment. This variant 
at the Low House features capitals with curled acanthus leaves superimposed on vertical lotus leaves. A simple 
entablature tops the columns, which are in antis (i.e., recessed). The entry itself continues the Tower-of-the- 
Winds motif, employing four fluted pilasters, also with lotus and acanthus leaf capitals, supporting an 
entablature with egg-and-dart and leaf molding below a four-pane transom. Four-pane sidelights frame the 
studded wooden double door.

The basement windows are tall and narrow, of a 4/4 double-hung design featuring wide center muntins with a

A panoramic view of the city published by J. Hill in 1855, before the hurricane, shows a hip roof with a parapet.
Savannah landscape architect Clermont Lee, who did a garden restoration plan for the house in the 1970s, applied this term to 

the openwork checkerboard pattern of the wall.
A running ornamental decoration of interlaced bands that forms a pattern of circles or loops.
The Tower of the Winds, or the Horologion of Andronikos of Kyrrhos, is a tall, octagonal building designed by astronomer 

Andronikos to be an elaborate water clock on the inside, sundial on the outside, and weather vane on the top. The nickname “Tower of 
the Winds” is derived from the personifications of the eight winds carved on the eight sides of the building. The construction date is 
now thought to be mid-second century B.C. “The Stoa: A Consortium for Electronic Publication in the Humanities, a photographic 
archive by Kevin T. Glowacki,” http://www.stoa.org/athens/sites/romagora.html (accessed February 28, 2005).
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vertical groove, giving the appearance of casement windows, a feature repeated on all windows of the house. 
The first-floor windows are 4/6 double-hung, while the second-floor windows are 4/4 double hung. The roof is 
low-pitched pyramidal, with narrow wooden brackets under broad eaves. The walls of the house are stucco 
scored to resemble stone. Four rectangular stucco-over-brick chimneys, flush with the exterior side walls, rise 
through the roof overhang, each serving a stack of three fireplaces directly below. The north and south 
elevations offer four-bay facades. On the south, a cast-iron balcony divided into six bays runs across the fa9ade 
at the parlor level. The balcony features delicate cast-iron posts with guilloche patterns, a frieze, railings with 
ornamental meanders, and a pagoda-style roof The balconies on the east and south elevations are carried on 
cast-iron brackets. Cast-iron grilles of similar pattern guard the lower portions of the north facade’s first-floor 
windows.

At the rear of the house, the west elevation is accentuated by a five-bay, three-tiered porch rising the full height 
of the house that is supported by six square, stuccoed brick posts with shutters between the posts. When all the 
shutters are closed on this elevation, the house presents an imposing but elegant face to the private courtyard 
surfaced with squared flagstone pavers. Brick steps dating to 1952 lead up to a 1996 glass and plastic panel 
enclosure on the porch that shelters a museum shop and video-viewing area. Beyond the double glass doors of 
the enclosure (which is concealed behind the closed shutters), the original recessed entryway remains, with 
simple double pilasters on either side of a four-panel door with four-pane sidelights. The exterior shutters on all 
elevations are painted lava gray, in contrast to the dusty rose color of the house and the black of the cast-iron 
fence.

Interior

All three floors have a central hall. The ground floor/basement is devoted to offices for the house museum and 
for The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia. To the north are two large 
rooms (a servants’ bedroom to the west and a laundry to the east in Juliette’s time) divided by a bathroom 
(formerly a storeroom). At the east end of the hall is a mechanical room, formerly another storeroom. There is 
a brick-lined well directly beneath the front wall. The south side contained the original kitchen to the west, and 
children’s dining room to the east, divided, as is the parlor floor above, by a butler’s pantry (originally with 
dumb-waiter) and graceful curved servants’ stair. The original Egyptian marble mantel remains in the 
children’s dining room, as does the original bell system used to summon servants. Each room had its own bell 
with a distinct tone. A second narrow stairs, directly below the main stairs, joins the basement and first floor 
halls.

On the parlor (first) floor, a central hall runs from front to back (east to west). There are two main rooms on 
each side. Doorways in the hall have pediments and pilasters repeating the Tower-of-the-Winds motif A 
handsome staircase with an octagonal turned newel post rises at the rear of the hall along the south wall, curving 
gracefully at the landing. On the north side of this floor are two parlors connected by a double-width solid 
mahogany pocket door; the other doors on parlor level are faux-grained to resemble mahogany.’* The 

doorknobs on this floor are silver plated, a Norris signature piece.The ceiling height of the parlor floor is 13’ 
8”. The central hall ceiling is divided in two by a deep beam supported by anthemion and scroll brackets. A 
second matching beam with brackets is over the stair opening. The entrance hall ceiling, just inside the front 
door, has a recessed passion flower medallion set inside a frame of egg and dart which is in turn surrounded at 
the wall by a cornice of egg and dart and anthemion. The central hall ceiling is similarly paneled, but with a

1970s.
* This is based on the recommendation of Edward Vason Jones, a consulting interior design expert who surveyed the house in the

Another Norris house in Savannah, the Green-Meldrim House (c. 1853), also features silver-plated doorknobs. He also 
specified silver-plated doorknobs for another Savannah house (c. 1857) that was never built.
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raised medallion composed of six caducei alternating with acanthus leaves, which is repeated in the two parlors 
and dining room. The three dimensional cornices of the first floor are double layered, separated by a coved 
recess, the dining room having a floral design and the library being plain. Original black Egyptian marble 
mantels grace the double parlors, library, and dining room. Faux marble baseboards and a faux marble hall 
floorcloth were added in the 1980s based on the recommendation of Edward Vason Jones. Against the east 
parlor wall is a full height pier mirror, one of a pair given to Juliette and William Low as a wedding present, and 
specially ordered for this location.

The second (top) floor contains five bedrooms, a large central hall, and the original bathing room referred to an 
advertisement in the July 7, 1849, Savannah Georgian by architect John Norris, offering a reward of $200 
“upon conviction of the person or persons, who broke into A. Low’s House on the Old Jail Lot, last Saturday 
night June 30, and cut off the lead pipe in the Bathing Room, by which 500 gallons of water was flowed on the 
floor of the 2"‘* Story, and the ceilings and side walls of the principal story damaged.” The water flowed out of 

the attic tank described below.

Faux graining of the baseboards can still be seen on the second floor. In the bathing room, the original lead 
pipes remain under the floor. These and a piece of the original floorcloth will form the basis for the restoration 
of the room. An upstairs porch, or piazza, enclosed by operable louvered shutters, runs across the entire west 
fa9ade of this floor. Juliette Low enclosed this piazza, making it into two dressing rooms with bathrooms 
divided by an extension to the stair landing, probably when she moved back in 1918. In 1996, the National 
Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia restored the piazza to its original appearance.

The southeast bedroom was the master bedroom for Andrew and Mary Low. She died there in childbirth in 
1863. In 1870 Robert E. Lee stayed in the house when a reception was given for him in the parlors below. The 
author William Makepeace Thackeray stayed in the house on two occasions, in 1853 and 1856, while visiting 
fellow Briton Andrew Low during lecture tours in the United States. The desk on which he wrote while staying 
with the Lows is the only item of original antebellum furniture remaining in the house.

When the Andrew Low House was completed in 1849, a 500-gallon iron tank was installed in the attic to supply 
water for the bathing room, butler’s pantry, and kitchen. A large underground cistern in the backyard was 
supplied with rainwater runoff from the roof A hand pump then carried water from the cistern to the attic tank 
for household use. The attic tank remains and is situated over the passageway between the southwest and 
southeast bedrooms.

The northeast bedroom is interpreted as the Thackeray Bedroom. English novelist William Makepeace 
Thackeray stayed in the house on two occasions, in 1853 and 1856^*’ while visiting fellow Briton Andrew Low 
during lecture tours in the United States. The desk on which he wrote while staying with the Lows is the only 
original item of furniture remaining in the house today. In 1870, General Robert E. Lee visited Savannah and a 
reception in his honor was held in the double-parlor.^’ Lee stayed in one of the second-floor bedrooms, and the 
northwest bedroom is currently interpreted as the Lee Room.

The house retains substantial integrity to the period of Juliette Gordon Low’s occupancy. The only major 
change to the exterior fabric of the building was made in 1855, following a hurricane that damaged the roof 
The roof sheathing was replaced, and slender Italianate brackets were added under projecting eaves. In 1886,

“ The house museum has a copy of a letter Thackeray wrote, presumably from this desk, to a friend on the “Feast of St. 
Valentine,” 1856. He notes in the letter that he writes it “from the most comfortable quarters 1 have ever had in the United States.”

Linley, The Georgia Catalog, 332.
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after the marriage of Juliette Gordon and William Mackay Low, some cosmetic changes were made to the 
interior of the house. The 1886 piazza bathrooms (now removed) are described above. Also in 1886, fireplaces 
were altered to accept coal grates, and hardwood floors were laid over the original pine floors on the parlor 
level. When the house was converted to a museum in 1975, interior moldings were repaired and the interior was 
painted. The brick pavers in the rear courtyard and rear brick steps were added in the second half of the 
twentieth century. It is uncertain when the alterations in the vicinity of the butler’s pantry circular staircase were 
made.

Gardens

The front (east) garden facing Lafayette Square is one of three Savannah gardens known to follow their original 
plans. The garden’s appearance is remarkably little changed and retains its 1849 parterres. Two of these are the 
central figure-eight flower beds, which are edged with the original tiles. The walkways are gravel; originally 
they were probably gravel or oyster shell. Photographs from the Garden History of Georgia, first published in 
1933 by the Peachtree Garden Club, show foundation plantings of cycads {Cycas revolta), camellias, and large 
magnolias at the street. The garden today features cycads and annuals (pansies. Dusty Miller, and calendula) in 
the two middle parterres, and Foster holly standards under planted with Asian jasmine in the two outer parterres. 
Littleleaf box edging is used throughout the garden. Large camellias anchor the corners of the garden, and 
additional plantings of azaleas, gardenias, osmanthus, and podocarpus complete the evergreen setting prevalent 
in many Savannah gardens. Little Gem magnolias at the street take the place of the larger magnolias that once 
overpowered the garden.^^

The rear courtyard garden is one of the last remaining undeveloped courtyards in the historic district. Its current 
appearance was designed by retired Savannah landscape architect Clermont Lee, who was asked in the 1970s by 
the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia - who acquired the house after Juliette Gordon Low’s 
death - to augment the design for the paved area. Lee directed that the European flagstone already in place be 
carefully relaid, then designed brick panels around them. Lee used the term “dropstitch” for the pierced brick 
wall that encloses the garden at the back (west). These walls are not just decorative; they also allow cooling 
breezes into this garden retreat of dogwoods, camellias, azaleas, holly fern, white Lady Banks rose, and trumpet 
honeysuckle. A figure sculpted by Juliette Gordon Low is centered in the dropstitch wall.^^ The brick walls on 

the north and south date to the original house construction.

First Girl Scout Headquarters/Andrew Low Carriage House, 330 Drayton Street

This building originally served as the carriage house and servant quarters for the Andrew Low House built 
1848-1849 designed by architect John Norris. For many years, the carriage house was accessed by Girl Scouts 
using the Drayton Street door, but due to heavy traffic, the building is now aceessed using the Macon Street 
Memorial Gate to Juliette Gordon Low.

Similar to the main house, the building is brick covered with stucco, with a central block that is two stories in 
height with flanking single-story wings. The building extends nearly the entire buildable width of the lot, with 
the sidewalk meeting the walls on each side. The wings are visually linked to the taller central section by 
parapet walls that tie into the front of the two-story section. The shallow pitched pyramidal roof of the central 
block projects slightly with rafter ends exposed. The building is four bays wide and three bays deep. Each 
window bay of the central section is recessed. Second-story windows have double-hung sash in a six over six

Susan L. Hitchcock, “Savannah Gardens: Past and Present,” unpublished paper, February 28, 2001. 
Ibid.



NFS Form 10-900 USDl/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service

OMB No. 1024-0018

Page 12
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

configuration. Ground floor window sash have a two-over-two configuration. A simple gabled canopy shelters 
the front door.

The basic form of the building has not changed since Mrs. Low’s death in 1927, however, there have been some 
exterior alterations. The carriage doors that opened onto Drayton Street from the right wing were removed in 
1945 and replaced with a door and window. Also during this time, the exterior wings of the building were re
designed from a geometric shape to a curved design. During the 1968 alterations, on the exterior, the door that 
replaced the carriage doors was removed, and on the left wing three small windows on the east side facing East 
Charlton Street were removed and the openings filled in. The ledges for these windows can still be seen. A 
door entering into the building through on the northeast side of the main structure (presently the bathroom) was 
also removed and the opening filled in.

History

According to City Directories, the building was owned by Andrew Low, but the Milledge family resided in the 
building from 1878 until 1902.^'* Due to missing city records it is also possible that the family was living in the 
carriage house before 1878. After William Low’s death in 1905, his widow Juliette began renting out the 
property to a painter, shop keeper, and the Nash family who also were renting the main house.

In correspondence between Juliette Gordon Low and her brother Arthur Gordon concerning her financial affairs, 
Juliette describes the wings as “lean-tos that were never properly built.” In 1911, Arthur Gordon wrote her in 
detail about the deterioration in the floors in the carriage house. A financial advisor passed a few days later and 
saw workers replacing the floors. He was concerned because he spoke to Mr. Nash, the renter of the main 
home, who was not informed of the repairs to the carriage house. He wrote to Arthur Gordon about payment to 
the workers. Low replied to her brother that she was authorizing the repairs and also to have a contractor assess 
the tin roof of the building.^^

Shortly after the first American Girl Guide meeting in March of 1912, Juliette converted the carriage house into 
a headquarters for the Girl Guides.^’ It became the Girl Scout headquarters when the American Girl Guides’ 
name was changed to Girl Scouts in 1913. When the Girl Scouts became a National Movement in 1913, and a 
national office established, the Savannah headquarters became known as the Girl Scouts First Headquarters.

After 1913, the building still remained significant to the growth of Girl Scouting in Savannah. Local troops 
alternated meeting there. They converted the interior of the building throughout the years to meet their needs.
In 1915, Mrs. E. S. Elliot wrote that the building had multiple kitchens and that the girls planted flowers in the 
rear garden, and they also placed flower boxes on the upper windows.^* From 1912-1936, the administrative 
offices were located on the upper floors. In 1936, the left wing was converted into an office.

When Mrs. Low died in 1927, she bequeathed all but the garage to the Savannah Area Girl Scout Council.
Low’s estate sold the garage to the Colonial Dames, who donated it to the Girl Scouts in 1939. Shortly after 
Low’s death, the Girl Scout Council of Savannah was considering a memorial museum to Juliette Gordon

Tom Milledge was a former slave and servant of Andrew Low. After his death, his son William remained in the building until 
1902. Prior to this, the property is not listed separately in the city directory.

Gordon Family Papers, Collection 318, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah.
Ibid.

Reddy Family Papers, Collection 2161, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah.
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Low.^^ Ini 928, they voted to create a memorial to Juliette Gordon Low in the main room of the headquarters.^® 

A memorial room to honor Juliette Low was established under the direction of Nina Pape and Mrs B F 
Bullard.^'

The Council decided to renovate the left wing for the purpose of a museum in 1939. In 1942, the left wing was 
designated as a Juliette Low Museum. It housed artifacts from her life and the founding of Girl Scouting in 
1912. The right wing was designated a memorial to Leila Wright Espy, influential leader, director and board 
president in the Savaimah Council. The Council also redesigned the courtyard at this time. Also for the 
dedication of the Juliette Low Museum, a memorial Gate, designed by local architect Hugh Tallant was placed 
as a Macon Street entrance to the courtyard replacing a “sliding glass door.”^^ The council also replaced cement 
with flagstones in the courtyard creating a terrace.

In 1969, it was decided that the building needed to be modernized. The Council contracted Hugh Jackson, 
General Contractor and Engineer, to renovate the interior and exterior of the building. In doing so, many of the 
features of the period in which the building was used as a carriage house, servants quarters, and meeting place 
for early Girl Scouts, were removed or obscured by modern materials and features. The metal roof was replaced 
with a “20 year type smooth surface built up roof The walls in every room were covered with paneling 
except for the bathroom and storage room. A stair case was created and built and a hall was constructed 
between the left wing and the main structure. In the upper floor of the building, a kitchen was removed and the 
rooms were converted to offices, storage space, and archives. The original door to the upstairs was not removed 
or obscured.

During the 1980s, the Council office expanded and the First Headquarters was no longer functional as an 
administrative building. In 1986, they decided to lease the building to the Junior League of Savannah until they 
adapted the building for contemporary use. In 1996, the building was reopened as the Girl Scout Council of 
Savannah equipment shop. Minor programming was also implemented for local and visiting Girl Scout troops.

In 2003, it reopened to the public as the Girl Scout First Headquarters Historic Program Activity Center. 
Programs based upon the early years of Girl Scouting were created for Girl Scout troops. A minor renovation of 
the interior of the building occurred during this time. In the main room of the structure, the carpet was removed 
and floors were refmished. Also, the lowered ceiling was removed to show the original ceiling. An aged white 
paint was discovered on the ceiling. At this time, it has not been identified as to whether the paint on the ceiling 
is original.

Presently, The Girl Scout First Headquarters Museum and Program Center offers tours to Girl Scouts and the 
public of the nation’s oldest Girl Scout meeting place. The Council also created programming for local and 
visiting troops based upon early Girl Scout handbooks. Approximately 4,000 people visit the First Headquarters 
every year to experience where the early troops met.

Present Appearance

Currently, the exterior of the building reflects the basic form which has changed modestly throughout the years.

” Girl Scout First Headquarters, Board Minutes Collection, February 11, 1927.
Girl Scout First Headquarters, Board Minutes Collection, December 8, 1928.
FHQ Board Minutes, September 11, 1939.
Savannah Morning News, March 12, 1942 edition.
Correspondence between Hugh Jackson, contractor, and Wiley A. Wasden Company, Girl Scout First Headquarters, Building 

Collection, April 25, 1969.
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The original carriage doors have been removed. Exterior doors also have been removed or changed to windows. 
The interior of the building has been modified throughout the years to reflect the needs of the Council. As a 
result, many of the features that reflect the original carriage house and early Girl Scouting have been concealed 
or removed. The main room allows visitors to view the early twentieth-century floors that Mrs. Low had placed 
in the building and the original ceiling. The remaining rooms of the building reflect the alterations the Council 
coordinated in 1969.

Presently, The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, Georgia, Inc. is exploring possibilities of restoring the building 
to the circa 1912-1927 period, from the beginning of Girl Scouting in the United States until Juliette Low’s 
death. This restoration will also include modem planning to accommodate programming, a museum shop, and 
facilities.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:Statewide:_ Locally:

Applicable National 
Register Criteria:

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions):

NHL Criteria:

NHL Theme(s):

AX BX CX D

A_ B_ C_ D_ E_ F_ G 

1,2

II. Creating Social Institutions and Movements
2. Clubs and Organizations

III. Expressing Cultural Values
1. Educational and Intellectual Currents

Areas of Significance: Education
Entertainment/Recreation

Period(s) of Significance: 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Architect/Builder:

Historic Context:

Social History

1860-1927

1912

Juliette Gordon Low

(1) Architect Detlef Lienau (1886 remodeling)
(3) Architect: John S. Norris; Builder: Matthew Luffburrow

XXXI. Social and Humanitarian Movements 
L. General Philanthropy
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

Summary

Juliette Gordon Low formed the first American Girl Guides troop (forerunner of the Girl Scouts of America) in 
Savannah in March 1912. She held preliminary meetings with local girls in the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
(at that time her parents’ home) and possibly at her own house, the Andrew Low House.She gave the scouts 
the use of the carriage house behind her residence as a headquarters. Over the next 15 years, Mrs. Low oversaw 
the development of the Girl Scout movement as it grew from its local origins with 18 members to a national 
organization with more than 168,000 members at the time of her death in 1927.^^ Low traveled extensively both 
for personal reasons and in her work promoting the Girl Scouts. From the time of her marriage in 1886 on, she 
was away from Savannah for long periods of time. During her stays in Savannah between 1912 and 1927, at 
different times, she used both her birth home and her marital home as a base for her Scout-related activities.
The house on Lafayette Square (Andrew Low House) that she inherited from her husband became her Savannah 
residence in 1918, the year following her mother’s death.^^ This significance statement expands upon the 
original significance statement contained in the nomination for the “Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace NHL.” It 
also demonstrates the significance of the Andrew Low House under NHL Criteria 1 and 2. The Andrew Low 
House is significant under Criterion 1 for its association with the Girl Scouts of the USA, one of the most 
important and influential girls’ groups in U.S. history. It is significant under Criterion 2 for its close association 
with Juliette Gordon Low, founder of Girl Scouting in the U.S.

The addition of the Andrew Low House completes the thematic grouping of the three Savannah buildings 
important to the life of Juliette Gordon Low and the founding of the Girl Scouts: 1). The Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace (the Wayne-Gordon House) (10 Oglethorpe Avenue); 2) The Carriage House that served as the first 
Girl Scout Headquarters (330 Drayton Street, behind the Andrew Low House); and 3) The Andrew Low House, 
329 Abercorn Street.

Justification

The Andrew Low House, Carriage House, and Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace are significant for playing a 
distinctive role in helping shape American girls’ interest and participation in the world around them. Two 
National Historic Landmark themes are pertinent to this property: Creating Social Institutions and Movements 
and Expressing Cultural Values.

In Savannah, Mrs. Low designed, organized, promoted, and funded the Girl Guides (soon renamed the Girl 
Scouts), an early and influential movement for girls and young women intended to guide the way they interacted 
with their society and their environment. Through Girl Scouting, girls were encouraged to reach their full 
potential, develop meaningful values for sound decision-making, demonstrate personal responsibility, and 
contribute to the improvement of humanity. The Girl Scouts helped shape the cultural values of American girls, 
giving them the self-confidence to pursue educational and intellectual opportunities, gain access to opportunities

Although her house was leased out in 1912, Mrs. Low seems to have had flexible arrangements with many other tenants and 
was known to have dropped in on them periodically or even used her houses while leased to others.

Gladys Denny Shultz and Daisy Gordon Lawrence, Lady from Savannah: The Life of Juliette Gordon Low (Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1958), 305-7,381.

Among Juliette Gordon Low’s papers at the Georgia Historical Society are numerous letters sent and received from 329 
Abercorn Street dealing with Girl Scout business such as revising the Handbook, the design of uniforms, and arrangements for Mrs. 
Low’s numerous speaking engagements and fund-raising trips.
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in business and politics, and participate in outdoor educational and physical activities. Girl Scouting 
represented a major educational and character-building enterprise, reflective of the social and humanitarian 
impulses of the first two decades of the twentieth century. Increasingly in recent years. Girl Scouting has helped 
girls understand the impact of day-to-day actions on their physical environment, educating them in ways to 
preserve and protect the land around them.^^

Girl Scouts were encouraged to be aware of cultural and other differences as early as 1917, when the first troop 
of physically handicapped girls in the United States was organized in New York City, and in 1930 when the first 
all-Indian Girl Scout troop was registered in Oklahoma. In 1933 the Girl Scout handbook was transcribed into 
Braille, and in 1940 the first troops were organized from mentally and socially handicapped youngsters.^* Girl 
Scouts have always included community service projects in their activities. In the early days, the focus was in 
areas including the outdoors, health, art, science, and travel/patriotism. Girls could earn awards in bird 
watching, nature studies, sculpting, stargazing, Morse code, and patriotic songs. As society has evolved. Girl 
Scouting has progressed as well. The areas of focus today in Girl Scouting are: leadership, community outreach, 
environmental awareness, financial literacy, health and wellness, science, technology, engineering and math, the 
arts, and travel. Some of the patches (awards) Girl Scouts can earn today include those in: cultural awareness, 
building world citizenship, crime prevention, domestic violence awareness, energy conservation, environmental 
stewardship, “girl tek,” marine ecology, learning about government, outdoor living skills, saving outdoor 
sculpture, HIV/AIDS, Leave No Trace backcountry ethic, and women in the arts.

Today the Girl Scouts number more than 3.7 million around the world, with 50 million girls having been 
enrolled since the group’s inception.^^ By 1999, two-thirds of all the female members of the U.S. Congress 
were former Girl Scouts. The three properties in the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District remain of great 
significance to Girl Scouts. The birthplace has become a commemorative site for the Girls Scouts to honor 
Juliette Gordon Low. Approximately 10,000 Girl Scouts every year travel to the birthplace for a day-long “Girl 
Scout Heritage Visit.” The experience includes orientations to Mrs. Low’s life and her era, an in-depth house 
tour, and a “Girl Scout’s Own” ceremony in the historic garden. The visit includes two-hour hands-on living 
history activities corresponding to Juliette’s own experiences as a girl growing up in the house, with some 
activities taken from the early Girl Scout Handbook. The girls earn a Birthplace Pin for their heritage visit to 
the house. The birthplace also hosts three-day training events for adult Girl Scouts (council staff, leaders, etc.) 
several times each year. In addition, many of the visitors to the Andrew Low House are drawn there because of 
its links with the life and achievements of Juliette Gordon Low.

Presently, the Girl Scout First Headquarters Museum and Program Center offers programming for local and 
visiting troops based upon early Girl Scout handbooks. Approximately 4,000 Girl Scouts and visitors visit the 
First Headquarters Museum and Program Center every year to experience the nation’s oldest Girl Scout meeting 
place. The historical program experience includes a tour of the museum, including rare Girl Scout uniforms and 
photographs, and an hour full of living history activities. These activities give the troops a similar experience of 
early Girl Scouts by performing the same badge work. Also the museum developed an archives program that 
demonstrates to girls and adults how to care and preserve tangible and oral Girl Scout history. The girls can 
earn Council’s Own Badges and Patches, created by Savannah Council staff, by participating in programs at 
First Headquarters, and various historic sites in Savannah. Girls and visitors can also earn a first Headquarters 
Pin for participating in the museum tour.

” “Rest Comes to Founder of Scouts,” Savannah Morning News, January 18,1927, reprinted in Jane Judge, Juliette Low, 1860- 
1927, Founder of the Girl Scouts (Savannah: n.p., 1927), 16.

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/1402/gshist.html (accessed March 3, 2005).
” Marion F. Swan, “Girl Scout Week—Celebrating an American Institution, March 3, 2005,” Official Website of the Girl Scouts, 

http://www.girlscouts.org (accessed March 10, 2005).
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Aniirew Low

The Andrew Low House and Carriage House were built under the direction of Andrew Low (1813-1886), who 
in 1829 came to Savannah from England to join his uncle in the shipping business. When his uncle died in 
1849, Low inherited a thriving shipping and cotton factoring"*® business, with offices in Liverpool as well as 
Savannah. He was soon one of Savannah’s richest men. He purchased a lot from Chatham County in 1847"*’ on 
newly developed Lafayette Square and contracted for the design and construction of his house, which was 
completed in 1849. From its completion, the house was filled with children and relatives, including four 
children by his second wife, Mary Stiles Low; her mother, Eliza Stiles; and also Low’s two daughters by his 
first wife, Sarah Hunter Low. His oldest daughters lived most of the year in England but frequently visited their 
father in Savannah.

As a leading citizen of Savannah, Andrew Low entertained important people, made yearly trips to Liverpool to 
look after his extensive English business, and conducted some modest blockade-running during the Civil War. 
William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1868), British author of Vanity Fair, The History of Henry Esmond, and a 
contributor to Punch, stayed with the Lows in 1853 and 1856, lending his name to a room in the house (the 
northeast bedroom on the second floor). A desk believed to have been used by Thackeray remains in the house. 
In 1870, General Robert E. Lee visited Savannah and a reception in his honor was held in the double-parlor.
Lee stayed in one of the second-floor bedrooms."*^

Juliette Gordon Low and the Founding of Girl Scouting in the United States

Juliette Magill Kinzie Gordon (1860-1927) was bom into a prominent Savannah family on October 31, 1860, 
and her childhood was spent in the house now known as the Wayne-Gordon House. Her father, William 
Washington Gordon II (1834-1912), became a cotton broker in Savannah, served as a captain in the Confederate 
Army, and was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives. Juliette Gordon’s mother, Eleanor Kinzie 
(1835-1917), came from Chicago, where her family had settled and prospered during the period it was changing 
from a remote army and trading post to a major urban center."*^

Nicknamed Daisy, Juliette Gordon Low was a talented, artistic, well-traveled woman fluent in several 
languages. She exhibited talent as an artist early on, and over the course of her life she developed skills in 
several mediums including painting, sculpturing, and ornamental ironworking. As a young adult she became 
almost completely deaf as the result of ear infections. In 1886, she married William Mackay Low, the son of 
Andrew Low, who was a business associate of her father. On the death of Andrew Low, William Mackay 
inherited the family house on Lafayette Square as well as his father’s fortune, and the Andrew Low House 
became the newlyweds’ American residence. After 1887, Juliette and Willy, as he was known, lived primarily 
in England and Scotland, with extensive travels in Europe. Having married into a prominent and wealthy 
British family, Mrs. Low became a member of England’s most exclusive social circles. William Low, for 
example, was a close friend of the Prince of Wales, and in 1889, Juliette Low was presented to Queen Victoria 
at the Court of St. James.

The early years of the marriage were apparently quite happy, but by the mid-1890s there were problems, 
centering on William’s extramarital affairs and his growing dependence on alcohol. These problems worsened

A factor was a middleman or broker.
Chatham County Register of Deeds 3E, 258-259.
Linley, The Georgia Catalog, 331-32; Roulhac Toledano, The National Trust Guide to Savannah (New York: John Wiley & 

Sons, Inc., 1997), 33, 147.
Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Savannah, 1-56.
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over the years, and Mrs. Lo\v finally sought a divorce. Before she could initiate formal legal proceedings, 
however, William Mackay Low died in 1905, leaving all his property to his British mistress. Mrs. Low waged a 
grueling, but ultimately successful, court battle for her rightful share of the couple’s American property and was 
granted the Savannah house. Between 1905 and about 1919, Mrs. Low frequently rented out her house to 
supplement her income. Her use of the house for Girl Scout business increased in the 1920s.'*'^

After 1906, Mrs. Low began wintering in the United States, dividing her time between Savannah and travel to 
other parts of the country. Much of the rest of each year was spent in England, where she resumed her 
extremely active social life. She also continued to travel extensively, not only in America and Europe, but also 
to more exotic places such as Egypt and India. It was in England in May 1911 that Juliette Gordon Low met 
Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts. A shared interest in sculpting led to their chance meeting and 
helped to forge a lasting friendship. Low also met Baden-Powell’s sister, Agnes, who was at the time in charge 
of the Girl Guides, an organization for British girls that was a counterpart to Boy Scouting. Mrs. Low was 
impressed by the methods Baden-Powell employed to positively influence boys through Scouting, principles she 
later adapted for the Girl Scouts."*^

When Mrs. Low met Baden-Powell, he was an extremely popular public figure in Great Britain. His defense of 
Mafeking during the Boer War in South Africa had made him a national hero, and the immediate success of the 
Boy Scouts, which he founded in 1908, brought him even greater acclaim. Many of the guiding principles of the 
English Boy Scout movement were adaptations of Baden-Powell’s theories on training and commanding 
soldiers, especially his beliefs about the character-building benefits of conferring responsibility upon individuals 
and training them in rigorous outdoor skills such as scouting and tracking. Baden-Powell was also influenced 
by American youth organizations such as Ernest Thomas Seton’s “Woodcraft Indians” and Daniel Beard’s 
“Sons of Daniel Boone.Unlike these organizations, however, which tended to glorify the outdoors, Indian 
lore, and wilderness skills for their own sakes, Baden-Powell’s Boy Scouts emphasized the outdoors as a means 
of building character and the qualities of good citizenship. The founding of Scouting in Britain was in large part 
a response to concerns among opinion leaders that British men were in danger of becoming morally and 
physically weak. Strengthening and redefining the concept of masculinity was at the core of Boy Scouting from 
its inception.'*^

Scouting for boys was established in America in 1910. It was largely patterned on the British model, but by and 
large it developed independently. The question of how girls fit into scouting arose at the very beginning of the 
movement. Baden-Powell acknowledged early on that “girls can get just as much healthy fun out of Scouting as 
boys can.”"^* Still, Baden-Powell and other early British Boy Scout leaders seemed unprepared for the thousands 

of girls who found adventure, the outdoor life, and collecting merit badges just as appealing as their brothers 
did. Early scout troops in Britain often enrolled girls as well as boys. This immediately raised questions for a 
movement that was rooted in male bonding and strenuous outdoor activity. The mores of the time frowned on 
the idea of adolescent girls and boys engaging in rough sports and games together, and there was a general belief 
that girls needed to be trained to be wives and mothers. Baden-Powell dealt with these issues in 1910 by 
establishing a separate program for girls, the Girl Guides, under the leadership of his sister, Agnes. The Guides 
adopted some of the wood lore and sports activities of the boys, but added nursing and other pursuits deemed

Ibid., 105-279.
Tim Jeal, Baden-Powell (London: Hutchinson, 1989), 426-27; Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Savannah, 293-99.
Jeal, Baden-Powell, 301-4, 364-78.
Michael Rosenthal, The Character Factory: Baden-Powell and the Origins of the Boy Scout Movement (New York: Pantheon 

Books, 1986), 5-11; Tammy M. Proctor, On My Honour: Guides and Scouts in Interwar Britain (Philadelphia: American 
Philosophical Society, 2002), 11-14.

Baden-Powell in The Scout, May 16, 1908, cited in Jeal, Baden-Powell, 469.
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more suitable for girls. Baden-Powell’s refusal to let the girls call themselves scouts is telling. Blazing a trail 
through the woods as a scout was deemed a male activity, while girls needed to learn to be guides and helpmeets 
for their future husbands."^^

Inspired by Baden-Powell and a feeling that she was doing socially useful work, Juliette Gordon Low gained 
firsthand experience with the Girl Guides by forming and working with troops in Scotland and London during 
the summer and fall of 1911. Early in 1912, Low and Baden-Powell were fellow passengers on the S.S.
Arcadia. Low was embarking on her annual winter voyage to America, while Baden-Powell was en route to 
America as part of a world tour on behalf of the Boy Scout movement. He likely encouraged Mrs. Low because, 
after reaching the United States, he contacted individuals in New York and elsewhere about providing assistance 
to Mrs. Low in the establishment of a Girl Guide program in the U.S.^*^

When Mrs. Low arrived in Savannah, she contacted Nina Anderson Pape, a cousin and principal of a local girls’ 
school, and discussed with her the possibility of forming several troops of Girl Guides in Savannah. Miss Pape 
informed Mrs. Low that there was already a group of girls in Savannah who met periodically with a local 
naturalist, W. J. Hoxie, who instructed them in bird watching, plant identification, and other similar skills. Mrs. 
Low met informally with these girls in early March at her parents’ home (the Wayne-Gordon House) to find out 
if they would like to become Girl Guides. Their affirmative responses prompted Mrs. Low to take action, and in 
March 1912, she organized the first Girl Guide troop in the United States, with eighteen girls.

Shortly thereafter, she refurbished the carriage house and servants’ quarters (the first Girl Scout Headquarters) 
behind the Andrew Low House garden for use as a meeting place for the Girl Guides, retaining the north wing 
as her garage. In addition, a vacant lot across the street was converted into a combination tennis and basketball 
court to provide outdoor recreation to troop members. The new organization grew rapidly in Savannah, and 
within a year, more than 60 girls were participating in its activities. Mrs. Low intended to make the 
organization national in scope from the beginning, and in 1913 she established a national headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. That same year, she tried to interest the leaders of the Campfire Girls in joining their 
organization with the Girl Guides under the name Girl Scouts. The Campfire Girls rejected the plan, but 
thereafter. Low dropped the Girl Guides terminology and consistently used Girl Scouts. This long remained a 
small irritant in relations between the British and American branches of the movement. British leaders urged 
the Americans to become guides, and the Americans thought “Girl Scouts” should be used in Britain. The early 
adoption of the term scout in the U.S. may have reflected a broader, particularly American, conception of what 
were appropriate female activities. The first of several versions of the Girl Scout handbook. How Girls Can 
Help Their Country, was published in 1913 by Savannah naturalist, W. J. Hoxie. It was an adaptation of the 
British Girl Guides handbook by Agnes and Sir Robert Baden-Powell.^^

Initially, Mrs. Low personally bore the administrative costs of the Girl Scouts including the salary of a national 
secretary. She traveled frequently and accepted numerous speaking engagements on behalf of the Girl Scouts to 
build a broader base of support for the fledgling organization. She also used her many social contacts to interest 
influential people in the Girl Scouts. Her efforts paid off, and by 1915 the Girl Scouts were a viable 
organization with a membership of 5,000. In that year the Girl Scouts were formally incorporated, and the first 
national Council Meeting was held during which a constitution and bylaws were adopted. Mrs. Low was 
elected President, an office she held until 1920. In 1916, the national headquarters was relocated to New York

Proctor, On My Honour, 19-24; Jeal, Baden-Powell, 469-73.
Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Lawrence, 299-302; Jeal, Baden-Powell, 428.
Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Lawrence, 305-6.
Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Lawrence, 309-10, 317-23. See Proctor, On My Honour, 146-47, for a discussion of the 

implications of the difference in terminology.
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City where it has remained.

The World War I era was important for the Girl Scouts. The participation of Girl Scout troops across the 
country in such war-related volunteer efforts as the Red Cross and war bond sales campaigns increased public 
awareness of the organization and its goals. Membership grew dramatically, and by 1920 there were more than 
50,000 members nationwide. That year, Mrs. Low stepped down as president and thereafter was known 
officially as “The Founder.” She also gave up most administrative responsibilities but continued to travel 
widely in the United States on behalf of the Girl Scouts and to represent the organization at foreign meetings. In 
1922, the Girl Scout Annual Convention met in Savannah. Delegates made extensive use of the Andrew Low 
House for lodging, receptions, and meals. Mrs. Low was largely responsible in 1926 for bringing to the United 
States the Fourth International Conference of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, the first such event held outside of 
England.

After Juliette Gordon Low’s death in Savannah in 1927, her furniture and personal belongings were distributed 
to family and friends, and in 1928, the Andrew Low House and garage wing of the Carriage House was sold to 
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia.^^ The house became 
headquarters for the Colonial Dames and for four decades was used as an apartment house and residential club 
for social gatherings. For several years it also housed a tea room. In 1975, the Colonial Dames opened the 
house to the public as a house museum. Today it contains an outstanding collection of furniture and artifacts 
from the neoclassical Period in America, from 1820 to 1860. More than 30,000 visitors come to the house each 
year, including many Girl Scouts from around the world. The Carriage House on the Andrew Low property, 
given by Mrs. Low to the Girl Scouts of Savannah in 1916, is owned by the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts, 
which operates a history center at the site.

John S. Norris. Architect

When Andrew Low planned his house, he contracted with architect John S. Norris for its design. A New 
Yorker, Norris had been the supervising architect under Philadelphia architect Thomas Ustick Walter for the 
construction of the Gothic Revival St. James Episcopal Church in Wilmington, North Carolina, and had also 
designed Wilmington’s Cape Fear Bank and that city’s Custom House. The latter commission aided in him 
procuring in 1846 the commission from the federal government for Savannah’s Custom House, which was 
completed in 1852. The Custom House, Georgia's oldest surviving U.S. government building, is an austere 
granite temple where Norris also adapted motifs from the ancient Greek Tower-of-the-Winds, this time in the 
portico. The building, which took four years to complete, was the first fire-proof building in Savannah, having 
been built with stone and iron.^^

Norris worked frequently in Savannah between 1846 and 1861, completing numerous other public and private 
buildings.” In the 1840s, most residences in Savannah were built of wood with gable roofs, dormer windows, 
and narrow doorways. When the construction of wood buildings was prohibited. Savannah gray brick replaced

Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Lawrence, 321, 337.
Ibid., 334-53.
Chatham County Register of Deeds 24C, 50.
Mary Lane Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah 1846-1860 (Savannah, GA; The Beehive Press, 1980), 23.

” Norris pioneered the use of “Fox’s Patent Air Heater” in public buildings in Savannah, installing one in Christ Episcopal Church 
in 1846. He also designed and built navigation aids nearby, including a square tower on the Oyster Beds in the Savannah River and a 
round tower at the eastern end of Cockspur Island, which still stands near Fort Pulaski. Norris also completed several other buildings 
in Savannah, including the Georgia Historical Society Library (1849) and the Chatham Artillery building (1849), both Gothic Revival 
and both since demolished, as well as several residences. See Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah.
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City where it has remained.

The World War I era was important for the Girl Scouts. The participation of Girl Scout troops across the 
country in such war-related volunteer efforts as the Red Cross and war bond sales campaigns increased public 
awareness of the organization and its goals. Membership grew dramatically, and by 1920 there were more than 
50,000 members nationwide. That year, Mrs. Low stepped down as president and thereafter was known 
officially as “The Founder.” She also gave up most administrative responsibilities but continued to travel 
widely in the United States on behalf of the Girl Scouts and to represent the organization at foreign meetings. In 
1922, the Girl Scout Annual Convention met in Savannah. Delegates made extensive use of the Andrew Low 
House for lodging, receptions, and meals. Mrs. Low was largely responsible in 1926 for bringing to the United 
States the Fourth International Conference of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, the first such event held outside of 
England.^'^

After Juliette Gordon Low’s death in Savannah in 1927, her furniture and personal belongings were distributed 
to family and friends, and in 1928, the Andrew Low House and garage wing of the Carriage House was sold to 
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia.^^ The house became 
headquarters for the Colonial Dames and for four decades was used as an apartment house and residential club 
for social gatherings. For several years it also housed a tea room. In 1975, the Colonial Dames opened the 
house to the public as a house museum. Today it contains an outstanding collection of furniture and artifacts 
from the neoclassical Period in America, from 1820 to 1860. More than 30,000 visitors come to the house each 
year, including many Girl Scouts from around the world. The Carriage House on the Andrew Low property, 
given by Mrs. Low to the Girl Scouts of Savannah in 1916, is owned by the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts, 
which operates a history center at the site.

John S. Norris. Architect

When Andrew Low planned his house, he contracted with architect John S. Norris for its design. A New 
Yorker, Norris had been the supervising architect under Philadelphia architect Thomas Ustick Walter for the 
construction of the Gothic Revival St. James Episcopal Church in Wilmington, North Carolina, and had also 
designed Wilmington’s Cape Fear Bank and that city’s Custom House. The latter commission aided in him 
procuring in 1846 the commission from the federal government for Savannah’s Custom House, which was 
completed in 1852. The Custom House, Georgia’s oldest surviving U.S. government building, is an austere 
granite temple where Norris also adapted motifs from the ancient Greek Tower-of-the-Winds, this time in the 
portico. The building, which took four years to complete, was the first fire-proof building in Savannah, having 
been built with stone and iron.^^

Norris worked frequently in Savannah between 1846 and 1861, completing numerous other public and private 
buildings.In the 1840s, most residences in Savannah were built of wood with gable roofs, dormer windows, 
and narrow doorways. When the construction of wood buildings was prohibited. Savannah gray brick replaced

Shultz and Lawrence, Lady from Lawrence, 321, 337.
Ibid., 334-53.
Chatham County Register of Deeds 24C, 50.
Mary Lane Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah 1846-1860 (Savannah, GA: The Beehive Press, 1980), 23.

” Norris pioneered the use of “Fox’s Patent Air Heater” in public buildings in Savannah, installing one in Christ Episcopal Church 
in 1846. He also designed and built navigation aids nearby, including a square tower on the Oyster Beds in the Savannah River and a 
round tower at the eastern end of Cockspur Island, which still stands near Fort Pulaski. Norris also completed several other buildings 
in Savannah, including the Georgia Historical Society Library (1849) and the Chatham Artillery building (1849), both Gothic Revival 
and both since demolished, as well as several residences. See Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah.
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wood, and the Greek Revival style, then popular, was maintained. Norris brought to Savannah the more 
picturesque Gothic Revival and Italianate styles. His Italianate houses in the city include the Mercer House, 
Gallic House, and Brantley House, all located in the city’s National Historic Landmark District. His best-known 
residence, also in the district, is the Green-Meldrin House (1851), which is distinctly Gothic Revival.
None of Norris’s plans or correspondence related to the Andrew Low House have been found. However, a 
notice placed by him in the Savannah newspaper in July 1849 (cited in Section 7 above) aimounces a reward for 
the arrest of vandals who damaged the house of “A. Low” by cutting the pipe in the bathing room, flooding the 
first and second floors.^* The notice points to Norris being the architect and demonstrates that on that date the 
house was near completion. Savannah builder Matthew Luffburrow, a major Savannah building contractor, 
constructed the house; his name was found on woodwork in the house. Based on the prevailing construction 
practices of the period, it is highly probable that some of the laborers and craftsmen on the Low job were slaves.

* Savannah Georgian, July 7, 1849.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: 'A acre 

UTM References:

1. Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

Zone Easting Northing

17 490240 3548780

2. Carriage House and (3) Andrew Low House

Zone Easting Northing

17 490240 3548320

Verbal Boundary Description:

1. Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace:
Lots 6 and 7, Sloper Tything, Percival Ward, said lots being contiguous and as a whole being bounded on the 
north by a lane; on the east by Lot 8, said tything and ward; on the south by Oglethorpe Avenue; and on the west 
by Bull Street (Deed Book 58Y, page 230, Chatham County Courthouse).

2. Carriage House:
SW corner of Lot 14, Lafayette Ward, having frontage of 47.55 feet on Drayton Street and frontage of 37.7 feet 
on Charlton Street, Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia (Deed Book 22X, page 392, Chatham County 
Courthouse).

3. Andrew Low House:
Lot 13 and part of lot 14, Lafayette Ward, Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, bounded by Macon Street on 
the north, Abercorn Street on the east, and Charlton Street on the South.

Boundary Justification: The boundary encompasses the major properties historically associated with Juliette 
Gordon Low’s life and her founding of the Girl Scouts of America. The boundary includes the original lots on 
which the Wayne-Gordon House and Andrew Low House are located, as well as the lot occupied by the Andrew 
Low Carriage House. (The Carriage House property was once part of the Andrew Low House property, but was 
donated by Juliette Gordon Low to the Girl Scouts of Savannah.) The Wayne-Gordon House lot is non
contiguous to the Andrew Low House and Carriage House lots but it is a significant contributing resource in the 
history of Juliette Gordon Low’s life and the founding and nurturing of the Girl Scouts of America.
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Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, south elevation, southeast comer. Photo courtesy of Juliette 
Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center, 1980.
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Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, southwest comer. Photo by Stuart Johnson, 1986.
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Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, northwest comer and altered dependency. Photo by Stuart 
Johnson, 1986.
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Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, east porch. Photo by Stuart Johnson, 1986.
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First Girl Scout Headquarters, west elevation, circa 1920. Photo courtesy of Juliette Gordon Low 
Girl Scout National Center.
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First Girl Scout Headquarters, northwest comer, west elevation. Photo by Stuart Johnson, 1986.
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Andrew Low Carriage House/ First Girl Scout Headquarters, west elevation. Photo by Marti Gerdes & 
Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Andrew Low House, east (front) and south elevations. Photo by Marti Gerdes & Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Andrew Low House, north and east (front) elevations. Photo by Marti Gerdes & Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Andrew Low House, south elevation. Photo by Marti Gerdes & Robert Blythe, 2005
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Andrew Low House, west elevation. Photo by Marti Gerdes & Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Wall enclosing rear courtyard with Carriage House beyond, camera facing south. Photo by Marti Gerdes 
& Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Mantel, northwest (back) parlor, first floor. Photo by Marti Gerdes & Robert Blythe, 2005.
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I
Front entry, east elevation. Photo by Marti Gerdes & 
Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Staircase, first floor hall. Photo by Marti Gerdes & 
Robert Blythe, 2005.
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Photographs

Juliette Gordon Low Historie District 
Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia

Andrew Low House 
February 2005
Photographers: Marti Gerdes, Robert Blythe

Andrew Low House

1. East (front) and south elevations
2. North and east (front) elevations
3. South elevation
4. Parterre garden in front of house, camera facing southwest
5. Front entry on east elevation
6. Dry moat and stairs, east (front) elevation, camera facing south
7. West elevation
8. Wall enclosing rear courtyard with Carriage House beyond, camera facing west
9. Staircase, first floor hall, camera facing west
10. Bracket, first floor hall
11. Door suiTOund, library (southeast room, first floor
12. Mantel, northwest (back) parlor, first floor

Andrew Low Carriage House (First Girl Scout Headquarters) 

13. West elevation, camera facing northeast
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UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
______________________ TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS_________

Oname
HISTORIC

________The Juliette Gorcion Low Birthplace______________________
AND/OR COMMON

(1) The Wayne-Gordon House (2) The Low House (3) Troop Headquarters
"Olocation

STREET& NUMBER
(1) 142 Bull St,, (2) 529 Abercom St,, (5) 550 Drayton St^NOT for publication

CITY. TOWN
Savannah . VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
1st

STATE
Georgia

CODE COUNTY
Chatham

CODE

051

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
_DISTRICT
JCbUILDING(S)

—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC
J^PRIVATE

—BOTH
PUBLIC ACQUISITION

—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
-JfecCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
—YES: RESTRICTED 
— YES: UNRESTRICTED

PRESENT USE
__AGRICULTURE JiXilUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—NO —MILITARY XXlTHER:

Qowner of property
(1) Girl Scouts of America (3)

NAME ^2) Colonial Dames of Georgia
Savannah Council of Girl Scouts
Girl Scout meeting place

STREETS NUMBER

(1) 142 Bull Street (2) 329 Abercom Street f31 330 Dravton Street
CITY. TOWN
Savannah vicinity of

STATE

Georgia

HLOCATION of legal DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEos,ETc Registrar of Deeds, Chatham County
STREET 8. NUMBER

CITY, TOWNSavannah
STATE

Georgia

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

DATE

FEDERAL STATE COUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN
STATE



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

_EXCELLENT
-&OOD

_FAIR

_DETERIORATED

_RUINS
_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED
JL^LTERED

CHECK ONE
XORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The national historic landmark designation, honoring Mrs. Juliette Gordon Low, 
founder of the Girl Scouts, is presently composed of two buildings separated by 
several city blocks in Savannah Georgia. The first is the Wayne-Gordon House 
at 142 Bull Street, where Mrs. Juliette Low (see Gordon) was bom, and the 
second is the first troop headquarters at 330 Drayton Street. The former is 
a three story stuccoed brick structure built 1818-1821, for James Wayne, the 
mayor of Savannah, and may have been designed by the city's most distinguished 
architect, English-bom William Jay. The third story was added about the time 
of Juliette's marriage to Willy Low in 1886, while the porch on the side is also 
not part of the original plan. While sparsely detailed, the Wayne-Gordon House 
is a good example of early-19th century building in Savannah, but it in tio 
way suggests the elegance of which William Jay was elsewhere capable. His 
Owens-Thomas House, for example, is probably the most distinguished of all 
early houses in Savannah. The Wayne-Gordon House now contains offices for 
the administration of the National Headquarters of the Girl Scouts, who moved 
to Savannah in 1953, as well as memorabilia collected for displaying the 
girlhood of "Daisy” Low. The house is operated as a museum then, and girl 
scouts are regularly marched through to see the place where their founder
suffered her childhood.
spe-ntr
The troop headquarters building at 330 Drayton Street was a building used as a 
servant's quarters and carriage house. Presumably, it was built at the same 
time the Low House at the other end of the lot was, 1847-1848, and may have 
been designed by John Norris, the New York architect responsible for the 
Greek-Revival house. It has been adapted for use as meeting rooms and offices 
of the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts.

Not presently included as a part of the national historic landmark, is the Low 
House, adjacent to the troop headquarters, and the most architecturally 
distinguished of the three buildings in Savannah associated with Mrs. Low.
The historical associations of the house with Mrs. Low are strong and the 
Low House should henceforth be considered an integral part of those elements 
which together make this a nationally significant site.

The small house, built in 1847-48 for Andrew Low, one of Savannah's wealthiest 
cotton merchants, has sheltered William Makepiece Thackeray, and Robert E. Lee, 
among others, and is revered as one of Savannah's most important houses. The 
two story stuccoed building has a Greek-Revival floor-plan, and brackets and 
a roof overhang that were added at a later date during the fashion for the 
Italianate style. The elegance of the house is enhanced by its fine woodwork, 
the use of elongated "french" windows at the first floor, and by a classical 
door-surround featuring the so-called Temple of the Winds Order. The superb 
cast-iron balcony was brought to Savannah from New York. Juliette Low died 
in the house in 1927, and from the house, founded the Girl Scouts in 1912, in 
the adjacent carriage house. After her marriage to Willy Low, she never lived 
anywhere else in Savannah. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
On March 12, 1912, Mrs. Juliette Gordon Low founded the first girl scout 
troop in America, at Savannah, Georgia, where she lived. In a very short time, 
the original 17 member patrol had grown to six patrols in the city, each having 
a membership between six and sixty. Inquiries about the organization came 
from all over the U.S.A., and Mrs. Low shortly established a national 
organization in Washington, D.C., with herself as the president. At the time 
of her death in 1927, the Girl Scouts of America numbered nearly 168,000 members, 
and have continued since then to enroll young girls by the thousands.

History

Juliette Gordon was born in 1860, at Savannah, the daughter of Eleanor and 
William Gordon. At the age of 26, she finally married, after much indecision, 
the flamboyant Willie Low, son of one of Savannah's wealthiest cotton factors, 
and a man who had acquired a reputation as an international playboy. He 
travelled with a very fast set in England where he spent much of his time; a 
set which included the Prince of Wales, and much of the English aristocracy.

The year after their marriage in 1886, Willie and "Daisy," as she was called, 
moved to England, where they lived together until Willy died in 1905. Mrs. Low 
stayed on there until 1912, making occasional visits to the U.S.A., but still 
travelling with the upper crust of British society. In 1911, Mrs. Low had 
occasion, at a luncheon in London, to meet Lord Baden-Powell, founder of the 
boy scouts, and his sister, the founder of the Girl Guides. With their help,
Mrs. Low, that summer, organized the first group of Girl Guides in Scotland.
When she sailed to America that winter with Baden-Powell, the two made plans to 
establish the Guides in America.

Returning to the house she and Willy Low had shared during their occasional 
visits to America, at 239 Abercom St., Mrs. Low soon enrolled local young 
girls into the fledgling organization. On March 12, 1912, 17 young ladies 
were formally enrolled in two patrols, using the old servant's quarters/ 
carriage house building behind the Low House, as their first meeting place.
In a very short time, the two patrols had grown to six, with membership in each 
varying from six to 60. In the summer and autumn of 1912, she travelled in the 
Northeast and Midwest, recruiting her troops.
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The Low House, as well as the troop headquarters and the Wayne-Gordon House 
are open to the public regularly and uniformly well-maintained.
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When inquiries began coming in from all over the U.S.A., Mrs. Low made plans 
to establish a national organization, and in 1915 this was accomplished at 
Washington, D.C. The same year saw the completion of the first Girl Guide Hand
book, and the incorporation of the Girl Scouts of America under the code laws 
of the District of Columbia. The first convention was held, a national council 
was formed, and Mrs. Low was named the first president.

On January 17, 1927, Mrs. Low died in the house on Abercorn Street where she 
had lived so happily with her husband, and where on the back lot, she had begun 
the meetings of the blossoming girl scouts. At the time of her death, just 15 
years after its inception, the Girl Scouts numbered nearly 168,000 little girls. 
Over 12 million American girls have to date been girl scouts at one time or 
another in their lives.

GPO 892 455
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The national historic landmark honoring the founder of the Girl Scouts of 
America, presently consists of two buildings separated by several 
city blocks in Savannah, Georgia. The first is the Wayne-Gordon House where 
Mrs. Low was bom, and which today is maintained as a shrine by the 
national girl scouts organization. The second, is the troop headquarters, 
where in March 1912 Mrs. Low held the first troop meetings with 17 little 
girls, a building still used by the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts.

A third building however, the Low House itself, at 329 Abercom, adjacent 
to the troop headquarters, has close associations with the founding of the 
girl scouts, and is a distinguished example of Savannah architecture, and 
an integral part of this national landmark.

The boundary of the Wayne-Gordon House consists simply of the city lot on which 
it stands. Fronting about 100 feet at 142 Bull Street, and 100 feet along 
Oglethorpe Avenue. No other buildings there contribute to the national 
significance of the landmark.

The small city block enclosed by Abercom, Macon, Drayton, and Charlton 
Streets, contains the other two stmctures, the Low House, and the troop 
headquarters. No other buildings stand on this two acre block. Total acreage 
of the two separated boundaries is about 2-1/4.

GPO 892 455
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United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service

NATIONAL fflSTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION
USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 0MB No. 1024-0018

Page 1
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

1, NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Juliette Gordon Low NetiortaHiistDric Landmark«

i\o ^

Other Name/Site Number: (1) Wayne-Gordon House, (2) First Girl Scout Headquarters, (3) Andrew Low
House.

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: (1) 10 Oglethorpe Ave. (2) 330 Drayton St. (3) 329 Abercom St. Not for publication:

City/Town: Savannah

State: Georgia County: Chatham Code: 051 Zip Code: 31401

Vicinity:

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: X
Public-Local: __
Public-State: __
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

3

Category of Property 
Building(s): X
District:
Site:
Structure:
Object:

Noncontributing
___buildings
___sites
___structures
___objects

Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing:



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
Juliette Gordon Low t nndmHrlf
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service

0MB No. 1024-0018
Page 2

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this___ nomination____request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property___ meets____does
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property___ meets____does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

1 hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: (1) Domestic
(2) Social
(3) Domestic

Sub: Single Dwelling 
Sub: Clubhouse 
Sub: Single Dwelling

Current: (1) Recreation & Culture
(2) Social
(3) Recreation & Culture

Sub: Museum 
Sub: Clubhouse 
Sub: Museum

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: (1) Federal (2) No Style (3) Greek Revival/Italianate

Materials: (1) Stucco • Stucco
Foundation: (1) Brick (2) Brick
Walls: (1) Stucco (2) Stucco
Roof: (1) Metal (2) Metal
Other: (1) Wood

(3) Stucco 
(3) Brick 
(3) Stucco 
(3) Metal
(3) Cast iron, wood
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Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark
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0MB No. 1024-0018
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.
The Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark consists of three individual properties in Savannah, 
Georgia: the Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace at 10 Oglethorpe Avenue; the Andrew Low 
House at 329 Abercom Street; and a structure at 330 Drayton Street commonly known as the First Girl Scout 
Headquarters. The last was originally a carriage house and servants' quarters for the Andrew Low House. All

Low landmark itself are discontiguous. The Wayne-Gordon House is situated several bmcks away from the 
Andrew Low House and its carriage house (First Girl Scout Headquarters). [/yll-\L 1 CC^

The Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and the First Girl Scout Headquarters were 
designated as the Juliette Gordon Low BirthplaceJs?atiorraFHtstorie-LMidmaFk in 1966. This additional 
documentation expands the NHL to include the Andrew Low House and renames the landmark “The Juliette 
Gordon Low N^enoLHistw^Luiidinaik.'** The Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace is individually listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places (66000276). The Andrew Low House and First Girl Scout Headquarters are 
contributing resources in the Savannah National Register Historic District (66000277).

Wayne-Gordon House/Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, 10 Oglethorpe Avenue
This house was the birthplace and childhood home of Juliette Gordon Low, who lived here from her birth in 
1860 until she married William Mackay Low in 1886. The house was built between 1818 and 1821 for James 
Moore Wayne, a prominent Savannah jurist and politician who served as Mayor of Savannah, Lfnited States 
Congressman, and United States Supreme Court Justice. Moore sold the house in 1831 to his niece and her 
husband, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon I, Mrs. Low's grandparents, and the property remained in 
the Gordon family until 1953 when the Girl Scouts of the United States of America purchased and restored it. 
The house was opened to the public in 1956. Interpretation of the site emphasizes Juliette Gordon Low's life, the 
history of the Gordon family, and the history of Girl Scouting. The property is officially known as the Juliette 
Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center and is visited armually by thousands of Girl Scouts who participate in a 
variety of educational programs.'

The house is at the comer of Oglethorpe Avenue and Bull Street in Percival Ward, one of the original wards in 
Savannah’s renowned eighteenth-century city plan. Oglethorpe Avenue is a four-lane east-west thoroughfare 
with a landscaped median. The Wayne-Gordon House is surrounded by mostly nineteenth-century houses. Bull 
Street between Oglethorpe and Wright Square has a number of commercial and institutional buildings from the 
late nineteenth century.^ Servants quarters that have been converted to administrative offices and a gift shop lie 
behind (north) of the house. To the east is a walled formal garden.

When originally constmcted, the Wayne-Gordon House was two stories on a raised basement and was built of 
brick stuccoed and scored to resemble stone. Other features included a five-bay front, central entry, a one-story 
Doric entry-porch with steps on either side, second-floor windows set in blind arches, and two semicircular bays 
on the rear. Kitchen and service areas occupied the basement. On the first floor was a central hall with double 
parlors on one side and a drawing room and a dining room on the other. A curving stairway at the back of the 
hall led to the second floor, which had four bedrooms, dressing rooms, and tmnk room.^

The rather severe four-columned Doric portico had a simple entablature and a flat top. Important interior 
features included plaster cornices and ceiling medallions and marble mantles. The design of the Wayne-Gordon

' Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) Documentation, GA-211, John Linley, The Georgia Catalog: Historic American 
Purvey (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1982), 341. XSri4 f\3,

^ Georgia state survey forms, on file in National Park Service Southeast Regional Office, Atlanta.
^ HABS Documentation, GA-211.
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House has traditionally been attributed to British Architect William Jay, who designed several notable Savannah 
houses, including the Owens-Thomas House and the Scarborough House. No documentation has been
discovered linking Jay to the Wayne-Gordon House. ChWVL

Mrs. Low's parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon II, renovated the house in 1886 according to 
plans prepared by New York architect Detlef Lienau. The work included the addition of a third floor and the 
construction of a one-story, curved piazza on the east side of the house. The new top floor had a hipped roof, a 
bracketed cornice and frieze, and quoins around windows and at the comers. The added story contained five 
bedrooms and two bathrooms. Two bathrooms were installed on the second floor, and a kitchen was inserted 
into the first floor in conjunction with the constmction of the new east porch. During World War II, the Wayne- 
Gordon House was converted to apartments. These changes were removed during the initial restoration of the 
property by the Girl Scouts in 1953-56. Subsequent work on the house has generally been restorative in nature 
as well. The present condition of the Wayne-Gordon House is good with a high degree of retention of historic 
fabric and features from both the period of initial construction and the 1886 renovation. The basement has 8/8 
windows, the first and second floors are 6/6, and the third floor is 2/2. The rear yard and side garden of the 
Wayne-Gordon House have always been enclosed by service buildings and high walls. However, buildings at
the rear of the lot were remodeled extensively for contemporary purposes such as a gift shop, offices, and 
meeting rooms. These buildings lack historic integrity and consequently do4>et.c^*feibHte’tfr-the-piTTperty*s
.rignificance-,Their renovation has been carefully executed, however, and these structures do not detract from 
historic setting of the house itself The ornamental garden on the east side of the house has been partially 
restored with historic plant materials known to have been cultivated by the Gordons in the nineteenth century. 
The planting plan is not original, however.

Andrew Low House, 329 Abercorn Street
The Andrew Low House, built in 1848-1849 for Andrew Low, a wealthy cotton factor,^ fronts Lafayette Square, 
one of the squares of the renowned Savannah town plan. The house was designed by New York architect John 
S. Norris, who also designed the U.S. Custom House in Savannah as well as numerous other private and public 
buildings in the city. The Low House and accompanying Carriage House occupy an entire block in the Savannah 

Historic Landmark District. The two buildings are separately owned.

Setting
The Low House is set among houses built mostly in the nineteenth century. The house faces east on Lafayette 
Square,^ which was laid out in 1837 in conformance with Savannah’s original ward and square plan. 
Development around the square was limited until 1846, when a city jail that occupied a substantial portion of 
the Low building site was relocated. The Low House was one of the first to be erected on the square, but was 
soon followed by a number of houses with Greek Revival detailing built in the 1850s.’

Prominent edifices on Lafayette Square include the Second Empire Hamilton-Tumer House (1873) at 330 
Abercorn Street on the east side of the square, and the Gothic Revival Cathedral of St. John the Baptist (1872- 
73) on the northeast side of the square. Filling the block just north of the Low House is the Lafayette 
Condominiums, occupying a four-story brick building (1928, 1948) that originally housed offices of the

Hanna Hryniewiecka Lerski, William Jay: Itinerant English Architect, 1792-1837 (Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1983, 
169-71.
^ Factor was the term for middleman or broker.
^ The Savannah street grid is oriented slightly south of true east; for convenience, this nomination will refer to east, west, north, and 
south.
’ Georgia state survey forms.
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Southern Bell Telephone Company. Directly south of the western portion of the Low lot is an abandoned 1920s 
service station and garage with a partially collapsed roof Lafayette Square features mature live oak trees, brick 
walks, grassed areas, seasonal plantings, and a late twentieth-century fountain at its center.* The block occupied 
by the Low House is bounded by Drayton Street on the west. East Harris on the north, Abercom on the east, and 
East Charlton on the south.

Andrew Low purchased the 60-by-180-foot property for his house from the city in 1846. A county jail built circa 
1795 had occupied a portion of the lot, and defensive works associated with the War of 1812 also ran across the 
lot. A partially demolished brick vault located beneath the ground near the southwest comer of the house may be 
a remnant of the jail building. The bricks used in the vault are very different from and of a lower quality than 
bricks used in the house foundation. It is also possible that the underground vault was built at the same time as 
the Low House and was used for storage. In addition, many of the pottery shards found during a 2001 
archeological investigation of the site date from approximately 1790 to 1840. The same archeological 
investigation revealed a brick cistern beneath the ground in the baekyard. The location of drainage pipes 
indicates that the backyard cistern was filled from a cistern installed in the attic at the time the house was 
consfructed.^

The Andrew Low House was one of the first in Savannah to include elements associated with the Italianate style 
of architecture. It was the adult home of Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts in the United States, 
who occupied the house from her marriage in 1886 to her death in 1927. Its various details show the transition, 
under the direction of architect John S. Norris, to the Italianate from the Greek Revival style then prevalent in 
Savannah. The Low House exemplifies Norris’s sophisticated application of stylistic touches popular in his 
home city of New York to an up-to-date dwelling with all the conveniences of the time.

hen the house was completed in 1849, it demonstrated several elements that were foremnners of the fully 
developed Italianate style popular in Savannah from the mid-1850s: a massive square block, pyramidal roof tall 
narrow windows on the main floor, recessed main doorway, generous use of cast iron, and shallow balconies on 
the south and east elevations. After an 1856 hurricane damaged the original roof which included a parapet, a 
new roof with overhanging eaves was installed. Brackets under the eaves add to the structure’s Italianate 
appearance.'® The structure of the original roof remains, with the current roof built above the first roof Other 
decorative details are in the Greek Revival style, and are described below.

Exterior
The house is free-standing, of two stories on a raised basement, and surrounded on all sides by a shallow dry 
“moat.” Stone or brick stairs rise from the moat at four comers to street level, leading to a formal parterre 
garden in the front and to a paved courtyard in the back. At the west end of the courtyard, and separated from it 
by a modem brick wall of a “dropstitch” design," stands the stucco-over-brick two-story Carriage House where 
the first meeting of Girl Scouts in the United States was held in 1912. The Carriage House is now owned by the 
Savannah Council of Girl Scouts. A cast-iron fence, with a double-leaf gate on Abercom Street, encircles the 
Low House. The fence stands on rectangular brownstone blocks and curves in toward the house at the fence

* Mary L. Morrison, ed., Historic Savannah: Survey of Significant Buildings in the Historic and Victorian Districts of Savannah, 
Georgia, 2d ed. (Savannah: Historic Savannah Foundaton, 1979), 129-34; Georgia state survey forms.
® The j ail and defensive line show up on an 1818 map of the city by I. Stouf See Judson Kratzer, “An Archeological Assessment of 
the Historic Drainage System and Rear Garden Stratigraphy at the Andrew Low House, Savannah,Georgia,” Environmental Services, 
Inc., ESI Report of Investigations No. 258, 2001, 24-32.

A panoramic view of the city published by J. Hill in 1855, before the hurricane, shows a hip roof with a parapet.
" Savannah landscape architect Clermont Lee, who did a garden restoration plans for the house in the 1970s, applied this term to the 
wall.
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ends. The fence meets a stucco-over-brick wall that extends on each side of the rear courtyard; this wall is 
scored to resemble blocks of stone and ties into the end walls of the Carriage House.

The entrance fa9ade of the Andrew Low House, facing east, is a five-bay design with a central brown sandstone 
staircase at the original entry. This entry is flanked by two cast-iron lions at the foot of the stairs, which are 
climbed with the aid of a cast-iron railing; both the lions and the railing date to the original construction. The 
railing for the stairs continues from the top of the steps and becomes a shallow, projecting balcony rail that 
extends across the east fa9ade with intricate meanders and guilloche detailing.'^ In contrast, the recessed stone 
entrance features an unadorned stucco-over-wood pediment above a pair of fluted Corinthian columns. The 
entry portico is a variant form of Tower-of-the-Winds (or Temple of the Winds),'^ a second-century B.C. 
structure in Athens, Greece. For the Low House, Norris flattened the pediment and eliminated the dentil ranges 
included in the original Tower-of-the-Winds pediment. This simplified variant at the Low House features 
capitals with a single row of decorative acanthus leaves and no volutes. A simple entablature tops the columns, 
which are in antis (i.e., recessed) and frame a studded double door with tall, narrow panels slightly inset and 
accompanied by a four-pane transom and four-pane sidelights. Corinthian pilasters, also with a single row of 
acanthus leaves, accentuate both sides of the door. The pilasters support an entablature with egg-and-dart and 
leaf moldings.

The basement windows are tall and narrow, of a 4/4 double-hung design featuring wide center muntins with a 
vertical groove, giving the appearance of casement windows, a feature repeated on all windows of the house.
The first-floor windows are 4/6 double-hung, while the second-floor windows are 4/4 double hung. The roof is 
low-pitched pyramidal, with narrow wooden brackets under broad eaves. The walls of the house are stucco 
scored to resemble stone. Four rectangular stucco-over-brick chimneys are flush with the exterior side walls and 
correspond with fireplaces in the parlors and bedrooms. The north and south elevations offer four-bay facades. 
Cast-iron balconies and/or railings appear on the south, and east elevations at the first floor. The south balcony 
features delicate cast-iron posts with guilloche patterns, a frieze, railings with ornamental meanders, and a 
pagoda-style roof The east balconies consist only of railings and both south and east balconies are too shallow 
for furniture. The balconies on the east and south elevations are carried on cast-iron brackets. Cast-iron grilles 
guard the lower portions of the north facade’s first-floor windows.

At the rear of the house, the west elevation is accentuated by a five-bay, three-tiered porch rising the full height 
of the house, square posts, and shutters between the posts. When all the shutters are closed on this elevation, the 
house presents an imposing but elegant face to the private courtyard surfaced with squared flagstone pavers. 
Brick steps lead up to a glass enclosure on the porch that shelters a gift shop and video-viewing area. Beyond 
the double glass doors of the enelosure, the original recessed entryway remains, with simple double pilasters on 
either side of a four-panel door with four-pane sidelights. The exterior shutters on all elevations are painted dark 
gray, in contrast to the dusty rose color of the house and the black of the cast-iron ornamentation.

Interior
The ground floor/basement has a central hall with two major rooms on each side. This floor is devoted to offices 
for the house museum and for The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia. 
At one time, the ground floor held the kitchen, children’s dining room, a laundry, and servants’ rooms. The

A running ornamental decoration of interlaced bands that forms a pattern of circles or loops.
The Tower of the Winds, or the Horologion of Andronikos of Kyrrhos is a tall, octagonal building designed by astronomer 

Andronikos to be an elaborate water clock on the inside, sundial on the outside, and weather vane on the top. The nickname "Tower of 
the Winds" is derived from the personifications of the eight winds carved on the eight sides of the building. The construction date is 
now thought to be mid-second century B.C. http://www.stoa.org/athens/sites/romagora.html, website for The Stoa: A Consortium for 
Electronic Publication in the Humanities, a photographic archive by Kevin T. Glowacki. Accessed Feb. 28, 2005.
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basement is reached by a narrow stairway under the main staircase or by a circular staircase in the butler’s 
pantry. The Egyptian marble mantels in the southeast room (Curator’s Roorn)\nd the northwest room 
(Register’s Office/children’s dining roomj’tffe original, as is the bell system used to summon servants. A * 
dumbwaiter was removed from near the servants’ hall stairway. The eastern portion of the hall has been 
partitioned to form a mechanical room. A wine cellar may originally have existed in the eastern portion of the 
basement.

On the main (first) floor, a central hall runs from front to back (east to west), with two rooms on each side. 
Doorways in the hall have pediments and pilasters repeating the Tower-of-the-Winds motif A handsome 
staircase with an octagonal turned newel post rises at the rear of the hall along the south wall and curves 
gracefully at the landing. On the north side of this floor are two parlors connected by a double-width solid 
mahogany pocket door; the other doors oiyiarlor level Ve faux-grained to resemble mahogany.'"' The doorknobs 
on this floor are silver plated, a Norris si^ature piece.The informal (west) parlor features egg-and-dart and 
anthemion'^ plaster molding above elaborate Greek Revival pilasters with Corinthian capitals, while the formal 
(east) parlor and entrance hall include ornamental plaster ceiling medallions of a floral-and-leaf pattern. The 
dining room molding is an anthemion design. The original black Egyptian marble mantels grace the double 
parlors, library, and dining room. Faux marble baseboards were added in the second half of the twentieth 
century; the original treatment is not known. A decorative exposed beam with plaster work and a bracket 
separates the front and rear hall between the informal parlor and the dining room.

On the south side of the first floor, the library and dining room are separated by a butler’s pantry and a narrow 
circular stairway that runs from the basement to the first floor. The original butler’s pantry most likely included 
a sink, because the pipe system from the attic cistern runs through this area of the house to the basement. The 
dumbwaiter has been removed. Decorative capitals on pilasters at the entrance to the butler’s pantry indicate this 
area was also used by family members. This part of the house has been altered, as evidenced by the top of a door 
surround that prematurely terminates beside the stairwell opposite the butler’s pantry, as well as other areas 
where the staircase abruptly severs architectural elements. The circular banister edges awkwardly into the 
stairwell at one point, and shadows of removed banister dowels are visible. Further, the stairway is paneled with 
headboard, which was not contemporary to the original house. Around the comer, the pediment over the door 
from the library into the hall is cut off by the adjoining wall, indicating a possible alteration. The rear (west) 
porch on the main floor has been enclosed by glass behind the shutters to allow space for a visitors’ interpretive 
area and the museum shop.

The second (top) floor contains five bedrooms, a large central hall, and a bathing room fitted out c. 1854 but 
now stripped to the lath and floorboards and scheduled to be reconstmcted as a period facility connected to the 
attic cistern. An enclosed porch runs along the entire west end of this floor. It is uncertain what the porch was 
originally used for prior to the addition of the bathrooms, but one suggestion is that it may have been for ladies
to dry their hair outdoors in privacy. It possibMwas also used as living space and sleeping porch in warm -------
weather. A non-original window is located in me middle of the porch, helping illuminate the upstairs hall.

The southwest bedroom (Stiles Bedroom) is thought to have been Juliette Gordon Low’s bedroom before her 
husband died. The southeast bedroom (Low Bedroom) was her father-in-law Andrew’s bedroom prior to Juliette

''' This is based on the recommendation of Edward Vason Jones, a consulting interior design expert who surveyed the house in the 
1970s.

Another Norris house in Savannah, the Green-Meldrim House (c. 1853), also features silver-plated doorknobs. He also specified 
silver-plated doorknobs for another Savannah house (c. 1857) that was never built.

A classical ornament featuring honeysuckle or palmettes with foliage below.
Kratzer, 2-3.
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and William’s residency. A door from the southeast bedroom once led into the former bathing room. Before 
1854, the bathing room was possibly a closet or a passageway to the southeast bedroom. The original doorway 
to the bathing room from the southeast bedroom has been located and will be reconstructed. Also extant are lead 
pipes presumably installed circa 1854 and ghost marks on the walls. A marble floor added in 1886 was removed 
in the 1990s. Paint analysis on the door from the bathing room into the upstairs hall determined that the original 
door finish was the faux white oak grain noted elsewhere on the second level.** The Lows added the bathing 
room in 1854 and may have consulted John Norris for that project, a theory reinforced by the fact that in 1857 
Norris designed a house at the comer of Jones and Abercom with the same faux white oak graining on the 
doors.The door surrounds on the second floor do not repeat the Tower-of-the-Winds motif as on the first floor 
but are unadorned.

When the Andrew Low House was completed in 1849, a 500-gallon iron cistern was installed in the attic to 
supply water for the bathing room, butler’s pantry, and kitchen. Water to the attic cistern was pumped from a 
large underground cistern in the rear courtyard, a feature revealed by archeological investigation in 2001. The 
cistern remains extant and is situated over the passageway between the southwest and southeast bedrooms.

Also iQn tbe-eBuOird floor, j[he northeast bedroom is interpreted as the Thackeray Bedroom. English novelist 
William Makepeace Thackeray stayed in the house on two occasions, in 1853 and 1856^** while visiting fellow 
Briton Andrew Low during lecture tours in the United States. The desk on which he wrote while staying with 
the Lows is the only original item of furniture remaining in the house today. In 1870, General Robert E. Lee 
visited Savannah and a reception in his honor was held in the double-parlor.^'

The house retains substantial integrity to the period of Juliette Gordon Low’s occupancy. The only major change 
to the exterior fabric of the building was made in 1855, when a hurricane severely damaged the roof, originally 
low-hipped with a parapet. That roof was replaced with the present low-pitched pyramidal design with slender 
Italianate brackets. In 1886, after the marriage of Juliette Gordon and William Mackay Low, some cosmetic 
changes were made to the interior of the house. Two bathrooms were added into the west porch space, one each 
off the northwest bedroom (Lee Bedroom) and one off the southwest bedroom (Stiles Bedroom). These were 
removed in 1996 without documentation. Also in 1886, fireplaces were altered to accept coal grates, and 
hardwood floors were laid over the original pine floors on the main levels When the house was converted to a 
museum in 1975, interior moldings were repaired and the interior was painted. In the 1990s, brick pavers were 
added to the rear courtyard and brick steps replaced the wooden stairway accessing the west porch. It is 
uncertain when the alterations in the vicinity of the butler’s pantry circular staircase were made.

Gardens
The front (east) garden facing Lafayette Square is one of three Savannah gardens known to follow their original 
plans. Few changes have been made to this space, which retains its 1849 parterres. Two of these are the central 
figure-eight flower beds, which are edged with the original tiles. The walkways are gravel; originally they were 
probably gravel or oyster shell. Photographs from the Garden History of Georgia, first published in 1933 by the 
Peachtree Garden Club, show foundation plantings of cycads {Cycas revolta), camellias, and large magnolias at 
the street. The garden today features cycads and annuals (pansies. Dusty Miller, and calendula) in the two 
middle parterres, and Foster holly standards under planted with Asian jasmine in the two outer parterres.

George Fore, “Bathing Room Preliminary Report,” 
original or an early addition.

1996; and 2004-2005 paint analysis. It is not known whether this graining is

The house was never built; but specifications are in the collection of the Georgia Historical Society.
The house museum has a copy of a letter Thackeray wrote, presumably from this desk, to a friend on the “Feast of St. Valentine,” 

1856. He notes in the letter that he writes it “from the most comfortable quarters I have ever had in the United States.”
Linley, 332.
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Littleleaf box edging is used throughout the garden. Large camellias anchor the comers of the garden, and 
additional plantings of azaleas, gardenias, osmanthus, and podocarpus complete the evergreen setting prevalent 
in many Savannah gardens. Little Gem magnolias at the street take the place of the larger magnolias that once 
overpowered the garden.^^

The rear courtyard garden is one of the last remaining undeveloped courtyards in the historic district. Its current 
appearance was designed by retired Savannah landscape architect Clermont Lee, who was asked in the 1970s by 
the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia - who acquired the house after Juliette Gordon Low’s 
death - to augment the design for the paved area. Lee directed that the European flagstone already in place be 
carefully relaid, then designed brick panels around them. Lee used the term “dropstitch” for the pierced brick 
wall that encloses the garden at the back (west). These walls are not just decorative; they also allow cooling 
breezes into this garden retreat of dogwoods, camellias, azaleas, holly fern, white Lady Banks rose, and tmmpet 
honeysuckle. A figure sculpted by Juliette Gordon Low is centered in the dropstitch wall.^^ The brick walls on 

the north and south date to the original house constmction.

First Girl Scout Headquarters/Andrew Low Carriage House, 330 Drayton Street
This building served originally as a carriage house and servants' quarters for the Andrew Low House, Mrs.
Low's adult residence in Savannah. It is situated behind the garden in the rear of the Andrew Low House and 
was likely built at the same time as the Low House in 1849. In 1912, Mrs. Low had the interior remodeled as a 
meeting place for local Girl Scout Troops. When Mrs. Low died in 1927, she bequeathed this building to the 
Savannah Area Girl Scout Council. It was in continuous use by this organization until 1986. It is currently 
leased to the Junior League of Savannah.

Built of brick covered with stucco, the building has a central block that is two stories in height with flanking 
single-story wings. The building extends nearly the entire buildable width of the lot, with the sidewalk meeting 
the walls on each side. The wings are visually linked to the taller central section by parapet walls that tie into the 
front of the two-story section. The shallow-pitched pyramidal roof of the central block projects slightly with 
rafter ends exposed. The stmcture is four bays wide and three bays deep. Each window bay of the central section 
is recessed. Second-story windows have double-hung sash in a six-over-six configuration. Ground-floor window 
sash have a two-over-two configuration. A simple gabled canopy shelters the front door. The basic form of the 
building has not changed since Mrs. Low's death in 1927, although one of the two doors in the main block has 
been replaced by a window, and the carriage doors that opened onto Drayton Street from the wings on either 
side of the main block have been removed and the openings filled in. The interior has been considerably altered, 
and all features from the period in which the building was used as a carriage house and servants' quarters and the 
early twentieth-century modifications made by Mrs. Low when she converted the building for use by the Girl 
Scouts have either been removed or are obscured by modem materials and features.

^ Susan L. Hitchcock, “Savannah Gardens: Past and Present,” unpublished paper, February 28, 2001. 
Hitchcock.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties; 
Nationally: X Statewide:_ Locally:

Applicable National 
Register Criteria:

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions):

NHL Criteria: 1, 2

AX BX CX D

A B C D E F G

NHL Theme(s): *15.Creating Social Institutions and Iluiiraniluiiun Movement^lubs and Organizations 

Expressing Cultural Value^ducational and Intellectual Currents
l‘

Areas of Significance: 

Period(s) of Significance: 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): 

Cultural Affiliation; 

Architect/Builder:

Education, Entertainment/Recreation, Social History

1860-1927

1912

Juliette Gordon Low

(3) Architect: John S. Norris; Builder: Matthew Luffburrow 

^SOoTT CVN..(i
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

Summary
Juliette Gordon Low formed the first Girl Scouts of America troop in Savannah in March 1912. She held 
preliminary meetings with local girls in the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace (at that time her parents’ home) and 
at her own house, the Andrew Low House. She gave the scouts the use of the carriage house at her residence as 
a headquarters. Over the next 15 years, Mrs. Low oversaw the development of the Girl Scout movement as it 
grew from its local origins with 18 members to a national organization with more thaq 168,000 members at the 
time of her death in 1927.^'* Although Low traveled widely in promoting the Girl Scouts^ the Andrew Low 
House remained her base of operations, the place from which she conducted Scout business when in 
Savannah.^^ This significance statement expands upon the original significance statement contained in the 
nomination for the “Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace NHL.” It also demonstrates the significance of the Andrew 
Low house under NHL Criteria 1 and 2. The Andrew Low House is significant under Criterion 1 for its 
association with the Girl Scouts of the America, one of the most important and influential girls’ groups in U.S. 
history. It is significant under Criterion 2 for its close association with Juliette Gordon Low, founder of Girl 
Scouting in the U.S.

The addition of the Andrew Low House completes the thematic grouping of the three Savannah buildings 
important to the life of Juliette Gordon Low and the founding of the Girl Scouts: 1). The Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace (the Wayne-Gordon House (10 Oglethorpe Avenue); 2) The Carriage House that served as the first 
Girl Scout Headquarters (330 Drayton Street, behind the Andrew Low House); and 3) The Andrew Low House, 
where Mrs. Low lived after her marriage and where early Girl Scout meetings were held.

Justification, and Criteria Considerations
The Andrew Low House, Carriage House, and Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace are significant in the ncjf
cducation/reereation- and^ciaLhistoty for playing a distinctive role in helping shape American girls’ interest 
and participation in the world around them. Two National Historic Landmark themes are pertinent to this 
property: Creating Social Institutions and Hwmanitariftni- Movements and Expressing Cultural Values.

While living in the Andrew Low House, Mrs. Low designed, organized, promoted, and funded the Girl Scouts, 
an early and influential movement for girls and young women intended to guide the way they interacted with 
their society and their environment. Through Scouting, girls were encouraged to reach for their full potential, 
develop meaningful values for sound decision-making, demonstrate personal responsibility, and contribute to 
the improvement of humanity. The Girl Scouts helped shape the cultural values of American girls, giving them 
the self-confidence to pursue educational and intellectual opportunities, gain inclusion in business and political 
venues (such as voting rights), and participate in outdoor educational and physical activities. Girl Scouting 
represented a major educational anil character-building enterprise, reflective of the social and humanitarian 
impulses of the first two decades of the twentieth century. Increasingly in recent years. Girl Scouting has helped 
girls understand the impact of day-to-day actions on their physical environment, educating them in ways to 
preserve and protect the land around them.^^

Gladys Denny Shultz and Daisy Gordon Lawrence, Lady from Savannah: The Life of Juliette Gordon Low (Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1958), 305-7, 381.

Among Juliette Gordon Low’s papers at the Georgia Historical Society are numerous letters sent and received from 329 Abercom 
Street dealing with Girl Scout business such as revising the Handbook, the design of uniforms, and arrangements for Mrs. Low’s 
numerous speaking engagements and fund-raising trips.

“Rest Comes to Founder of Scouts,” Savannah Morning News, January 18, 1927, reprinted in Jane Judge, Juliette Low, 1860-1927, 
Founder of the Girl Scouts (Savannah: n.p., 1927), 16.



NFS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service

0MB No. 1024-0018
Page 13

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

Girl Scouts were encouraged to be aware of cultural and other differences as early as 1917, when the first troop 
of physically handicapped girls in the United States was organized in New York City, and in 1930 when the first 
all-Indian Girl Scout troop was registered in Oklahoma. In 1933 the Girl Scout handbook was transcribed into 
Braille, and in 1940 the first troops were organized from mentally and socially handicapped youngsters.^’ Girl 
Scouts have always included community service projects in their activities. In the early days, the focus was in 
areas including the outdoors, health, art, science, and travel/patriotism. Girls could earn awards in bird 
watching, nature studies, sculpting, stargazing, Morse code, and patriotic songs. As society has evolved. Girl 
Scouting has progressed as well. The areas of focus today in Girl Scouting are leadership; community outreach; 
environmental awareness; financial literacy; health and wellness; science, technology, engineering, and math; 
the arts; and travel. Some of the patches (awards) Girl Scouts can earn today include those in: cultural 
awareness, building world citizenship, crime prevention, domestic violence awareness, energy conservation, 
environmental stewardship, “girl tek,” marine ecology, learning about government, outdoor living skills, saving 
outdoor sculpture, HIV/AEDS, Leave No Trace backcountry ethic, and women in the arts.

Today the Girl Scouts number more than 3.7 million around the world, with 50 million total since the group’s 
inception.’* By 1999, two-thirds of all the female members of the U.S. Congress were former Girl Scouts. Given 
the wide-ranging, beneficial effect of Girl Scouting, the Andrew Low House - where this important social, 
cultural, and environmental movement began - stands as a monument to the ability of girls and women to 
change their lives and the world in a positive way.

Pertodtrf SigiiiffcanUe ,_ P C' i^he Period of Significance is 1860-1927, the lifespan of Juliette Gordon LowQ cA
6 Qr\ Do \ 2,,

Andrew Low ' w O
The Andrew Low House and Carriage House were built under the direction of Andrew Low (1813-1886), who 
in 1829 came to Savannah from England to join his uncle in the shipping business. When his uncle died in 
1849, Low inherited a thriving shipping and cotton factoring’^ business, with offices in Liverpool as well as 
Savannah. He was soon one of Savannah’s richest men. He purchased a lot from Chatham County in 1847 on 
newly developed Lafayette Square and contracted for the design and construction of his house, which was 
completed in 1849. From its completion, the house was filled with children and relatives, including four 
children by his second wife, Mary Stiles Low; her mother, Eliza Stiles; and also Low’s two daughters by his 
first wife, Sarah Hunter Low. His oldest daughters lived most of the year in England but frequently visited their 
father in Savannah. (SOURCE)

As a leading citizen of Savannah, Andrew Low entertained important people, made yearly trips to Liverpool to 
look after his extensive English business, and conducted some modest blockade-running during the Civil War. 
William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1868), British author of Vanity Fair, The History of Henry Esmond, and a 
contributor to Punch, stayed with the Lows in 1853 and 1856, lending his name to a room in the house (the 
northeast bedroom on the second floor). A desk believed to have been used by Thackeray remains in the house. 
In 1870, General Robert E. Lee visited Savannah and a reception in his honor was held in the double-parlor. Lee 
stayed in one of the second-floor bedrooms, and the northwest bedroom is currently interpreted as the Lee

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/1402/gshist.html, accessed March 3, 2005.
Marion F. Swan, “Girl Scout Week—Celebrating an American Institution,” March 3, 2005 (Official Website of the Girl Scouts, 

www.girlscouts.org.) Accessed March 10, 2005.
A factor was a middleman or broker.
Chatham County Register of Deeds 3E, 258-259.
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Room

Juliette Gordon Low
Juliette Magill Kinzie Gordon (1860-1927) was bom into a prominent Savannah family on Oetober 31, 1860, 
and her childhood was spent in the house now known as the Wayne-Gordon House. Her father, William 
Washington Gordon II (1834-1912), became a cotton broker in Savannah, served as a captain in the Confederate 
Army, and was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives. Juliette Gordon's mother, Eleanor Kinzie 
(1835-1917), came from Chicago, where her family had settled and prospered during the period it was changing i a ^ 
from a remote army and trading post to a major urban center.\ Avo a

__ .......... -...................U'- ^
Nicknamed Daisy, Juliette Gordon Low was a talented, artistic, well-traveled woman fluent in several ^ 
languages.'i^s a young adult she became almost completely deaf as the result of ear infections. In 1886, she
married William Mackay Low, the son of Andrew Low, a-soei^y-prominent and wealthy E-nglish-merehant ■and' ^

^ business associate of her father. On the death of Andrew L(^ William Mackay inherited the family house on 
Lafayette Square as well as his father’s fortune, and the-Anffl-ew Low House became the newlyweds’ American 
residence. After 1887, Juliette and Willy, as he was known, lived primarily in England and Scotland, with 
extensive travels in Europe. Having married into a prominent and wealthy British family, Mrs. Low became a 
member of England's most exclusive social circles. William Low, for example, was a close fnend of the Prince 
of Wales, and in 1889, Juliette Low was presented to Queen Victoria at the Court of St. James.

The early years of the marriage were apparently quite happy, but by the mid-1890s there were problems, 
including a series of clandestine affairs by William and his growing alcoholism. These problems worsened over 
the years, and Mrs. Low finally sought a divorce. Before she could initiate formal legal proceedings, however, 
William Mackay Low died in 1905, leaving all his property to his British mistress. Mrs. Low waged a grueling, 
but ultimately successful, court battle for her rightftil share of the couple’s American property and was granted
the Savannah house, which became her home and official residence until her death in 1927.

After 1906, Mrs. Low began wintering in the United States, dividing her time between Savannah and travel to 
other parts of the country. Much of the rest of each year was spent in England, where she resumed her extremely 
active social life. She also continued to travel extensively, not only in America and Europe, but also to more 
exotic places such as Egypt and India. It was in England in May 1911 that Juliette Gordon Low met Robert 
Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts. They shared an interest in sculpting, which led to their chance 
meeting and ultimately close friendship. She also met Baden-Powell’s sister, Agnes, who was at the time in 
charge of the Girl Guides, an organization for British girls that was a counterpart to Boy Scouting. Mrs. Low 
was impressed by the methods Baden-Powell employed to positively influence boys through Scouting, 
principles she later adapted for the Girl Scouts.^"*

When Mrs. Low met Baden-Powell, he was an extremely popular public figure in Great Britain. His defense of 
Mafeking during the Boer War in South Africa had made him a national hero, and the immediate success of the 
Boy Scouts, which he founded in 1908, brought him even greater acclaim. Many of the guiding principles of the 
English Boy Scout movement were adaptations of Baden-Powell's theories on training and commanding 
soldiers, especially his beliefs about the character-building benefits of conferring responsibility upon individuals 
and training them in rigorous outdoor skills such as scouting and tracking. Baden-Powell was also influenced by 
American youth organizations such as Ernest Thomas Seton's "Woodcraft Indians" and Daniel Beard's "Sons of

Linley, 331-32; Roulhac Toledano, The National Trust Guide to Savannah (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1997), 33, 147. 
Shultz and Lawrence, 1-56.

33‘ Shultz and Lawrence, 105-279.
Tim Jeal, Baden-Powell (London: Hutchinson, 1989), 426-27; Shultz and Lawrence, 293-99.
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Daniel Boone. "^^Unlike these organizations, however, which tended to glorify the outdoors, Indian lore, and 
wilderness skills for their own sakes, Baden-Powell's Boy Scouts emphasized the outdoors as a means of 
building character and the qualities of good citizenship. The founding of Scouting in Britain was in large part a 
response to concerns among opinion leaders that British men were in danger of becoming morally and 
physically weak. Strengthening and redefining the concept of masculinity was at the core of Boy Scouting from 
its inception.^®

Scouting for boys was established in America in 1910. It was largely patterned on the British model, but by and 
large it developed independently. The question of how girls fit into scouting arose at the very beginning of the 
movement. Baden-Powell acknowledged early on that “girls can get just as much healthy fun out of Scouting as 
boys can.”^^ Still, Baden-Powell and other early British Boy Scout leaders seemed unprepared for the thousands 
of girls who found adventure, the outdoor life, and collecting merit badges just as appealing as their brothers 
did. Early scout troops in Britain often enrolled girls as well as boys. This immediately raised questions for a 
movement that was rooted in male bonding and strenuous outdoor activity. The mores oj^he time frowned on 
the idea of adolescent girls and boys engaging in rough sports and games together, and thek^ws a general belief 
that girls needed to be trained to be wives and mothers. Baden-Powell dealt with these issues in 1910 by 
establishing a separate program for girls, the Girl Guides, under the leadership of his sister, Agnes. The Guides 
adopted some of the wood lore and sports activities of the boys, but added nursing and other pursuits deemed 
more suitable for girls. Baden-Powell’s refusal to let the girls call themselves scouts is telling. Blazing a trail 
through the woods as a scout was deemed a male activity, while girls needed to learn to be guides and helpmeets 
for their future husbands.^*

Inspired by Baden-Powell and a feeling that she was doing socially useftal work, Juliette Gordon Low gained 
firsthand experience with the Girl Guides by forming and working with troops in Scotland and London during 
the summer and fall of 1911. Early in 1912, Low and Baden-Powell were fellow passengers on the S.S. Arcadia. 
Low was embarking on her annual winter voyage to America, while Baden-Powell was en route to America as 
part of a world tour on behalf of the Boy Scout movement. He likely encouraged Mrs. Low because, after 
reaching the United States, he contacteci individuals in New York and elsewhere about providing assistance to 
Mrs. Low in the establishment of a Girl Guide program in the U.S.^^

When Mrs. Low arrived in Savannah, she contacted Nina Anderson Pape, a cousin and principal of a local girls' 
school, and discussed with her the possibility of forming several troops of Girl Guides in Savannah. Miss Pape 
informed Mrs. Low that there was already a group of girls in Savannah who met periodically with a local 
naturalist, W. J. Hoxie, who instructed them in bird watching, plant identification, and other similar skills. Mrs. 
Low met informally with these girls in early March at her parents' home (the Wayne-Gordon House) to find out 
if they would like to become Girl Guides. Their affirmative responses prompted Mrs. Low to take action, and on 
March 12, 1912, in her own home (the Andrew Low House), she organized the first Girl Guide troop in the 
United States, with eighteen girls.'*'’

Shortly thereafter, she refurbished the carriage house and servants' quarters (the first Girl Scout Headquarters)

Jeal, 301-4,364-78.
Michael Rosenthal, The Character Factory: Baden-Powell and the Origins of the Boy Scout Movement (New York: Pantheon 

Books, 1986, 5-11; Tammy M. Proctor, On My Honour: Guides and Scouts in Interwar Britain (Philadelphia: American Philosophical 
Soceity, 2002), 11-14.

Baden-Powell in The Scout, May 16, 1908, cited in Jeal, 469.
Proctor, 19-24; Jeal, 469-73.
Shultz and Lawrence, 299-302; Jeal, 428.
Shultz and Lawrence, 305-6.
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behind the Andrew Low House garden for use as a meeting place for the Girl Guides. In addition, a vacant lot
across the street was converted into a combination tennis and basketball court to provide outdoor recreation to
troop members. The new organization grew rapidly in Savaimah, and within a year, more than 60 girls were
participating in its activities. Mrs. Low intended to make the organization national in scope; and in 1913 she \
established a national headquarters in Washington, D.C. That same year, she tried to interest the leaders of the ^
Campfire Girls in joining their organization with the Girl Guides under the name Girl Scouts. The Campfire
Girls rejected the plan, but thereafter. Low dropped the Girl Guides terminology and consistently used Girl
Scouts. This long remained a small irritant in relations between the British and American branches of the
movement. British leaders urged the Americans to become guides, and the Americans thought “Girl Scouts”
should be used in Britain. The early adoption of the term scout in the U.S. may have reflected a broader,
particularly American, conception of what were appropriate female activities. The first of several versions of the
Girl Scout handbook. How Girls Can Help Their Country, was published in 1913 by Savannah naturalist, W. J.
Hoxie. It was an adaptation of the British Girl Guides handbook by Agnes and Sir Robert Baden-PowelL^*

Initially, Mrs. Low personally bore the administrative costs of the Girl Scouts including the salary of a national 
secretary. She traveled frequently and accepted numerous speaking engagements on behalf of the Girl Scouts to 
build a broader base of support for the fledgling organization. She also used her many social contacts to interest 
influential people in the Girl Scouts. Her efforts paid off, and by 1915 the Girl Scouts were a viable organization 
with a membership of 5,000. In that year the Girl Scouts were formally incorporated, and the first national 
Council Meeting was held during which a constitution and bylaws were adopted. Mrs. Low was elected 
President, an office she held until 1920. In 1916, the national headquarters was relocated to New York City 
where it has remained."^^

The World War I era was important for the Girl Scouts. Public awareness of the Girl Scouts increased due to the 
participation by troops all over the country in such war-related volunteer efforts as the Red Cross and war bond 
sales campaigns. Membership grew dramatically, and by 1920 there were more than 50,000 members 
nationwide. That year, Mrs. Low stepped down as president and thereafter was known officially as "The 
Founder." She also gave up most administrative responsibilities but continued to travel widely in the United 
States on behalf of the Girl Scouts and to represent the organization at foreign meetings. She was largely 
responsible in 1926 for bringing to the United States the Fourth International Conference of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts, the first such event held outside of England."*^

After Juliette Gordon Low’s death in Savannah in 1927, her furniture and personal belongings were distributed 
to family and fnends, and in 1928, the Andrew Low House was sold to The National Society of The Colonial 
Dames of America in the State of Georgia.'*'* The house became headquarters for the Colonial Dames and for 
four decades was used as an apartment house and residential club for social gatherings. For several years it also 
housed a tea room. In 1975, the Colonial Dames opened the house to the public as a house museum. Today it 
contains an outstanding collection of furniture and artifacts of the Classical Period in America, from 1820 to 
1860. More than 30,000 visitors come to the house each year, including many Girl Scouts from around the 
world. The Carriage House on the Andrew Low property, given by Mrs. Low to the Girl Scouts of Savannah in 
1916, is owned by the Savarmah Council of Girl Scouts, which operates a history center at the site.

John S. Norris, Architect
When Andrew Low planned his house, he contracted with architect John S. Norris for its design. A New

Shultz and Lawrence, 309-10, 317-23. See Proctor, 146-47, for a discussion of the implications of the difference in terminology. 
Shultz and Lawrence, 321, 337.
Shultz and Lawrence, 334-53.
Chatham County Register of Deeds 24C, 50.
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Yorker, Norris had been the supervising architect under Philadelphia architect Thomas Ustick Walter for the 
construction of the Gothic Revival St. James Episcopal Church in Wilmington, North Carolina, and had also 
designed Wilmington’s Cape Fear Bank and that city’s Custom House. The latter commission aided his landing, 
in 1846, the commission from the federal government for Savarmah’s Custom House, which was completed in 
1852. The Custom House, Georgia's oldest surviving U.S. government building, is an austere granite temple 
where Norris repeated a Tower-of-the-Winds theme, this time in the portico. The building, which took four 
years to complete, was the first fire-proof building in Savannah, having been built with iron. ^

Norris worked frequently in Savannah between 1846 and 1861, completing numerous other public and private 
buildings.”^® In the 1840s, most residences in Savannah were built of wood with gable roofs, dormer windows, 
and narrow doorways. When the construction of wood buildings was prohibited. Savannah gray brick replaced 
wood, and the Greek Revival style, then popular, was maintained. Norris brought to Savannah the more 
picturesque Gothic Revival and Italianate styles. His Italianate houses in the city include the Mercer House, 
Gallic House, and Brantley House, all located in the city’s National Historic Landmark District. His best-known 
residence, also in the district, is the Green-Meldrin House (1851), which is distinctly Gothic Revival.

None of Norris’s plans or correspondence relatecfthe Andrew Low House has been found. However, a notice 
placed by him in the Savannah newspaper in July 1849 announces a reward for the arrest of vandals who 
damaged the house of “A. Low” by cutting the pipe in the bathing room, flooding the first and second floors. 
The notice points to Norris being the architect and demonstrates that on that date the house was near 
completion. Savannah builder Matthew Luffburrow built the house; his name was found on woodwork in the 
house, and he was the major builder of the time. Slave labor was also used in constructing the Andrew Low 
House.

Mary Lane Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah 1846-1860 (N.p: The Beehive Press, 1980), 23.
Norris pioneered the use of “Fox’s Patent Air Heater” in public buildings in Savannah, installing one in Christ Episcopal Church in 

1846. He also designed and built navigation aids nearby, including a square tower on the Oyster Beds in the Savannah River and a 
round tower at the eastern end of Cockspur Island, which still stands near Fort Pulaski. Norris also completed several other buildings in 
Savannah, including the Georgia Historical Society library (1849) and the Chatham Artillery building (1849), both Gothic Revival and 
both since demolished, as well as several residences. Morrison, John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah.

Savannah, July 7, 1849.
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UNITED STATES
bEPAirrMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ffOV 9
m

09 4//

FB» TO:

H34
SBR (RS)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SOUTHEAST REGION 

P. 0. BOX loooe 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23240

NOV 6- 1964

Memorandum 4
To: Director

From: Acting Regional Director, Southeast Region

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: 
Commitment to study Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
Savannah, Georgia. ’

Jetted for inclusion In Theme XXII, Social and Humanitarian
^yements. We recommend that this s 1 terTjB-gfvenTKce^fOTST* 
Value classification. i^vionaj. 'i

America and has^en dedicated as a memorial to Juliette Low and as a National 
Program Center. It Is maintained In excellent condition.

B. M. Lisle
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JULIETTF ORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH. GEOROIA

H3lf.

December 7> 196U

R.H
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C,

(ientleraen;
Please send us 1 dozen copies of the list of sites declared eligible to be 
registered National Historic Landmarks,as stated in the latest cop> of 

Preservation News.

Thank you veiry much for this courtesy.

Yours truly.

(/6ulia A. Campbell

JAC/fnp

flt\\Aark
Anniversary of Girl Scouting - 1912 ■ 1962 - H oru>r the Past-Serve the Future



OPTIONAL TORM NO. ' 5010-103

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : 5

FROM : W^Siwa:'—^

K Q ^

DATE; i //"Z-/ ^ 5

A

lit—

ww—ll^~^A-^A^;v:^■.ASK^^ Mi

C 0^M-kA.\



\ 0>-\r—na/naSXjlC.

)

(S-'v/v.

* ^
!

?

■a

; <



JULIETTE
GIRU

®6ose ftventful days in early March 1912

DON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
JUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH. GEORGIA

As supported from the historic records in the collection of the 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace - February 23, 196^:

Informal Gatherings A series of informal gatherings with Mrs. Anderson 
and her daughter. Page and her friends who were also 
pupils of the Pape School, with Miss Pape and the 
pupils of Pape School, in Mrs. Anderson's home, Mrs. 
Low's home, and the Pape School

Formal, official 
registration

» On March 12, 1912, Juliette Low held the first meeting 
of Girl Guides in order to organize the movement in 
this country.”

”We testify that we vrere present at the Louisa Porter 
Home in Savannah, Georgia where the meeting v;as held, 
and that we officially registered our names as the 
charter members of the Girl Guides (now the Girl 
Scouts) of the United States. This group was divid
ed into two patrols. The White Rose and The Carnation.”

.Signed statement 1936

Regular Patrol (Troop) 
Meetings

Held in the stable back of Mrs. Low's house (often 
called carriage house) and in girl's homes.

Note: An of this meeting area was nearby to each other « across the street, et
cetra.

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting — 1912-1962 — Honor the Past — Serve the Future
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JULIET. GORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULU STREET 
SAVANNAH, OEOROIA

Flsie Espy Frank (170U8 Dolphiji Drive, North Redington Beach, Florida) 
preSnttd ?his lcu«nt to tta Jollotte Gordon Low Birthplaco Noo. 12.

SAVANNAH GiRL SCOU i S

suwm■tissis
\S:.iP

'V'-r'

_;_'v

headquarters

330 DRAYTON STREET 
telephone 73”. 5

SAVANNAH. GEORGIA 

1912. - 1^33

■■■SSiai;*,

On March 12th, IS 2, Juliette Lo- hela the
meeting of Girl Guide.in order to organize the movement 
in this country^

v;e testify that •■■■e -^'ere ^resent at the Louisa Porter 
ilo.me in’Sava}'.nah., Geoi ■ ■ a f-.e meeting T^^as held, and
that ”'6 oxxiexaliy r.-yi-tered our n.;ames as^the charter 
mem'oers of The Girl Guides Uto^' the GiiG.''Scouts-y of the t 
United States* This group '^as divided into t^^o patrols. 
The v.'hite Rose arA The Carnation.
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i.cy her "v. -.'^s not present at this meeting, tut uas previously enrolled as the first C-ii'l 
out 1)7 o’ulr.ette Lou.
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Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and’ 'ff'l.- 
First Girl Scout Headquarters
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
*■******★*★*★★★**★*** ★news release

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE , Kelly 343-4214

For Release June 23 1965

THIRTY-THREE SITES RECOMMENDED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall today announced 33 sites 

have been selected for Registered National Historic Landmark eligibility 

in 16 states and the District of Colimibia. The new sites, recommended 

by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and
i

Monuments at its meeting held in April in Washington, bring the total number 

of sites approved for Inclusion in the Registry t° 608.

Included in the new list of sites are the homes of three former 

Presidents—Grover Cleveland, Vfarren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidgej the 

birthplace and boyhood home of a fourth President—Herbert C. Hoover; the 

birthplace of Juliette Gordon Low, the founder and first president of the 

American Girl Scouts; and the boyhood home of Daniel Carter Beard, a 

founder of the Boy Scout movement in the United States.
Legislation has been introduced in Congress! to make President Hoover's 

birthplace a National Historic Site, in Federal ownership.

A Registered National Historic Landmark is a site or building
Iconsidered as possessing exceptionel value in commemorating or illustrating 

the history of the United States. Of the sites and buildings Judged to 

be of national significance, some are Federally owned and administered.

However, most are in State, community or private ownership.

Brief descriptions of the new sites, listed{by state, are attached.

XXX



From the study of "Social and Htananltarlan Movements," 20 sites 
were selected for Landmark eligibility. The remaining 13 sites 
were selected from special studies and Investigations. The list 
Is given by state e0.phabetlcally:

1, Tuskegee Institute. Taskegee, Alabama. As the first president 
of Tuskegee, a pioneer Negro educational Institution chartered by 
the State of Alabama In IbSl, Booker T. Washington put into practice 
a program of Industrial and vocational education. Designed to 
Improve the Southern Negro's way of life by ameliorating the economic 
conditions under which he lived, the Institute has had far reaching 
effects. Today it Is one of the outstanding Negro schools in the 
United States.
2, National Headqueirters, American National Red Cross. Washington, D. C. 
The National Society of the Red Cross established in tne United States 
in ItitJl, largely through the efforts of Clara Barton, provided for dis
aster relief and for assistance to the armed forces through voluntary 
contributions of the American people. Tne Nationeil Heeulquarters oulld- 
Ing was erected in 191:j-17. This Impressive structure, located at
17th and D. Streets, N. W., Is owned by the American National Red Cross.

3, A'^n'-^niatratlon Building, Carnegie Institution of Washington, D. C.
Estaollsned in 1902 and endowed with $10 millidn by industrialist 
Andrew Carnegie, the Canaegie Institution of Wiisnington was designed to 
further human well-being through basic sclent!:rlc research. Its 
Administration Building, at 1?3<J P* Street, N. W., In Washington, pre
sides over the far-flung activities of tue Ins titution, and illustrates 
the signlficeint continuing contrioution or Carnegie's wise philanthropy. 
Completed in 1910, the building is owned and administered by the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington.
k. The Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, Savann^, Georgia. In this 
house the founder and first president of the Ainerlcan Girl Scouts was 
bom, and in its carriage house she established the first chapter of 
that organization in 1912. 'nie house, which dates from l8l8-21, is 
now a memorial to the Girl Scout Founder and a national program center 
for the organization. Both the Low Birthplace; (Gordon Home) at 10 
Oglethorpe Avenue, East, and the carriage house (First Girl Scout 
Headquarters) at 330 Drayton Street are owned and administered by the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America.



5. Hull House, Chicago, Illinois, Built in 1856, this suburban 
residence was acquired by Jane Addams in I889, as a settlement 
house for her pioneering social experiment in aiding poverty stricken 
slirni dwellers. Now included within a new campus of the University
of Illinois in Chicago, it has been restored 
Hull House is located at 800 South Halsted S

by the University, 
treet, Chicago.

The

6. Frances Willard House, Evanston, Illinoib. Frances Willard 
(1839-1898) became prominent in temperance work in Chicago in 187^ 
and, after becoming President of the Woman's’ Christian TemiJerance 
Union in l879> gave direction and organization to the temperance move
ment that made it of national influence. In' I89I she became President 
of the International Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The Willard 
House, at 1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, is a two-story 
frame in good condition. It contains much of its original furniture 
and is open to the public. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
now owns and maintains the house.

7. Levi Coffin House Fo\mtain City, Indiana. Levi Coffin's home 
was one of the most active stations on the underground railroad, and 
Coffin's activities in behalf of rtmaway slaves were major and 
influential. He is reputed to have aided the flight of nearly 2,000 
slaves while he lived in Newport (now Fountain City) from I826 until 
1847. His two-story gray brick home at 115 Main Street in Fountain 
City has changed little and is in good condition. Privately owned, 
it is not open to the public.

8. New Harmony, Posey County, Indiana. New:Harmony preserves many 
historic structures of the Rappite coramianity: purchased in I825 by 
Robert Dale Owen as the scene for perhaps the outstanding utopisui 
experiment of the 19th century in the United; States. It is unique 
in representing both a religiously Inspired and a seculeurly Inspired 
communitarian experiment. Among the most sl^ifleant svirvivlng 
buildings associated with both Rappites and Qwenltes are the 
Fauntleroy Home, the Harmonist House, the Community House No. 2, 
Community House No. 3j the Fort, and the Labyrinth, or Maze. Seven
acres of the site, including Community House No. 2, are owned by the
State of Indiana, and operated as the New Harmony State Memorial.

I

9. Herbert Hoover Birthplace, West Branch, Iowa. Herbert C. Hoover, 
distinguished engineer, ntomanitarlan, and 31?t President of the United 
States, was born of Quaker parentage in this modest two-room cottage. 
This house is included in a memorial park that also contains the 
graves of President and Mrs. Hoover, a resto^red blacksmith shop similar 
to the one operated by Hoover's fatlaer, and the Hoover Presidential 
Library, administered by the National Archiv^ and Record Service. The 
park has been recommended for addition to th^ National Park System as 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site.



10. Amana Vlll^es. lova County, lova. Seven Amana communities vere 
fo\inded in the l850's as experimenta in communal living. The 
communities prospered until 1932, when temporal and spiritual affairs 
were separated. Many buildings in the villages date from the 
1850's and l860's. The Amana Villages are located in Iowa County,
Iowa, and are eidminlstered by the Amana Society, Amana, Iowa, although 
the homes are privately owned.

11. Daniel Carter Beard Boyhood Home, Kentucky. The structure at 
322 East Third Street, Covington, Kentucky, was the boyhood home of 
Daniel Carter Beard. From the outset of the organized Boy Scout 
Movement in the United States, in June I9IO, Dan Beard played an 
important role in shaping emd activating the ;Boy Scouts. From 1912,
and until his death in 1941, he was the sole national Scout commissioner, 
a position which made him in effect chief of the volunteer forces of 
Scouting throughout the country. Through these years of dedicated 
interest and service, he became the personification of the spirit of 
Scouting. The home, now used as a School for Practical Nurse Education, 
is owned by the Salvation Army's Booth Memorial Hospital.

12. Colonial Annapolis Historic District, Maryland. Colonial 
Annapolis Historic District, contains a fine concentration of colonial 
buildings which illustrate and commemorate the political, commercial, 
and social life of one of the more important towns in the colonies 
before and during the Revolution. Included in the historic section 
are Church and State Circles and a general area south to the water 
front. Many pre-Revolutionary buildings along the rather narrow streets 
radiating from State Circle provide an entrancing view of eui eighteenth 
century town.
13. Brook Farm, West Roxbury, Massachusetts. Brook Farm l84l-l847 
was a unique experiment of literary and cultured persons of the Boston 
area and the most famous of the New England Utopias. It was founded by 
Transcendentalists and others in sympathy with that philosophy. Among 
the prominent names associated with this communitarian experiment were: 
George Ripley, Charles A. Dana, Margaret Fuller, Ralpho Waldo Emerson, 
and Nat^iel Hawthorne.
14. William Lloyd Garrison House, Roxbury, Massachusetts. William 
Lloyd Garrison (l805-T9) was the most articulate and influencial 
exponent of Immediate abolition of slavery. Through the columns of 
the Liberator which he edited from 183I-66, the New England Mti- 
slavery society (1832) and the American Antislavery Society (1833), 
numerous lectures, and a series of propanganda brochures. Garrison did 
more than anyone else to stir the northern cdnscience on the question 
of slavery. The home in which he lived from il864 until 1879 is 
located at 125 Highland Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts. Now a 
nursing home, it is not open to the public.



15* Pompeys Pillar, Yellovstone County, Montana. Pompeys Pillar, 
a massive block of sandstone, has been a weljL-known landmark of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition since l8o6 wh^n Captain William 
Clark named the rock and carved his signature on its surface. The 
simple inscription, "Wm Clark July 25, l8o6," remains today. It was 
unprotected until l882, when the Northern Pacific Railroad placed 
a heavy double iron grating over it. This grating was replaced with 
a heavy bullet-proof glass by the present owners in 1956.

Pompeys Pillar is located about 28 miles northeast of Billings,
Montana. Privately owned, the site is not open to the public at 
present.

l6. Westland, Home of Grover Cleveland, New Jersey. In 1897, 
following his second term as President of the United States, Grover 
Cleveland (1837-1908) retired to this large two and one-half story 
stucco-covered stone house at 15 Hodge Road in Princeton. There he 
maintained his residence for the remainder of his life. The house, 
which is privately owned, is not open to the public.

17• Susan B. Anthony Home, Rochester, New York. Miss Anthony, one 
of the leading figures in the womein's rightsjmovement from the 1850's 
until her death in 1906, occupied this two-s"f;ory brick house at 
17 Madison Street in Rochester for the last years of her life.
The house, which contains many of its original furnishings, is 
operated as a historic house muse^Jm by the Susan B. tothony Memorial 
Corporation.

18. Frederick E. Church House, "Plana," Columbia County, New York. 
"Olana," Frederick E. Church's castle-like residence atop a hill Just 
east of the Hudson River, near Germantown, evinces the painter's love 
of the dramatic and grand. Overlooking 60 miles of the Hudson River 
valley, the stone residence aptly symbolizesjthe spirit and vitality 
of one of America's ablest nineteenth century landscape artists--a 
leader among American artists in a period thiit has been described as 
the most prosperous period for artists in th<i history of American Art 
(18UO-I876). Although now privately owned, the "Olana" Preservation 
Committee seeks to purchase the house and to preserve it for historical 
purposes.
19. Thomas Cole House, Catskill, New York. Thomas Cole, pioneer 
Interpreter of the romantic beauty of the American landscape, is 
one of America's notable landscape and allegorical painters of the 
first half of the nineteenth century, and wae the finest landscape 
painter of his time. The Hudson River School., which is receiving 
renewed attention today, spreing up largely because of Cole's work, 
and his landscapes remain outstanding examples of that school. His 
house and studio, located at 2l8 Spring Street in Catskill, are 
privately owned and not open to the public.



20. Mt. Lebanon Shaker Society, Mt» Lebemcbn, New York. Founded 
'in 1757, the Mt. Lebanon Shaker Society wai the first of the
19 Shaker communitarian settlements established in the United 
States. It vas economically more successful than any of the 
others, and it housed the central ministryI which directed the 
affairs of the other communities. Although the community remained 
prosperous throu^out the 19th century, it was doomed to eventual 
extinction by the practice of celibacy. In 1929 most of the 
property was sold, and Shakerism ended at Mt. I^banon. A large 
nvmiber of the structures still remain. Most of these are owned 
by the Darrow School and are used for educational purposes.

21. The Old Merchants House, New York, New York. Built in 1832, 
this house was purchased in 1B35 by Seabtxry Tredweli., owner of a 
successful hardware business, who lived there until his death in 
1865. Unique In that both its exterior and interior architectural 
features remain intact and in that it contains its original 
furnishings, it well illustrates the life <pf the prosperous urban 
mercantile class of the mid-19th century. !The house, located at 
29 East 4th Street in Manhattan, is now operated as a historic 
house muse\im. It is open to the public.

22. Oneida Community Mansion House, Oneid^j New York. Oneida 
was the scene of one of 19th century Amerij:a's most unusual and 
successful communitarian experiments. Founded in l848 by John H. 
Noyes, the community flourished until l88l|when public hostility 
and dissension within the group led to the'end of the experiment. 
The Community House, a brick structure of some 400 rooms, has 
been only moderately changed. Owned by Onbida Ltd., it is not 
open to the public.
23. Elizabeth Cady Stanton House. Seneca ^alls. New York.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) was the| leading organizer of the 
women's rights movement in the 19th centur|y. With Lutetia Mott, 
she called the First Women's Rights Convention in 1848 at Seneca 
Falls, New York. Although concerned v/ith ^11 inequalities, she 
strove always to keep the movement focused' on winning the right
to vote. As a lecturer, pamphleteer, and president of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from I88O-I890,! and of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from 1090-1892,! Mrs. Stanton effectively 
led the movement that would culminate in t^e 19th amendment in 
1920. The house located at 32 Washington 
is in good condition. Privately owned, it 
public.

Street, in Seneca Falls, 
is not open to the



24. Beginning Point, Flrs^ Public Land Survey, Onio. At this point on 
September 3u, 170!?, Tnomas Hutchins, tne first Geographer to the 
United States, inaugurated, the use of the rectangular land survey 
systOT, Which resulted from tne Ordinance of 17o:? "for ascertaining 
the mode of disposing of lands in tne wesxerb territory." As the 
system has remained in use since that time and heis been utilized in 
surveying the millions of acres of land making up the 31 states 
created from the public domain, the Beginning Point is of great 
historical significance. The Beginning Poinjt is located on the north 
bank of the Ohio River in eastern East Liveripool, Ohio.

WsLrren G. Harding Home, Marlon, Ohio. In this two-story clapboard
home at 3^ Mount Vernon Avenue, Warren G. Hiding and his wife lived 
from 1891 to 1921, when the 29th President left for Washington. From 
its spacious front porch he conducted his fajned Presidential campaign 
of 1920. The Harding Home is now owned and maintained as a historic 
house museum by the Harding Memorial Foundation.

26. Fort Washita, Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
the Junction of the Washita and Red Rivers, 
base for military exploration of the Eouthwei 
the immigrant Chickasaw Indians from the Eas 
northwest of Durant on Oklahoma 199, it is m 
Oklahoma Historical Society.

established in l842 near 
■’ort Washita served as a 
it and as a guardian of 

Located about I5 miles 
3W being restored by the

27. Colonial Germantown, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The l8th
and 19th century buildings that line histori Germantown Avenue
represent an eirchitectural heritage of considerable interest. The 
numerous houses within the historic district illustrate a diversity 
of occupations, the Germanic background and ;he Americanization of 
the community.

28. Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphld, Pennsylvania. Built 
between 1823-1829, the Eastern State Peniten-liary represented the 
first application of the Pennsylvania System of penology, which
featijred the idea of solitary confinement of 
the prototype for other prisons based on the 
prison, located at 21st and Fairmount .A.venue 
been little changed and continues in use.

prisoners. It became 
same concept. The 
in Philadelphia, has



29. Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, PhlladeliJila, Pennsylvania. 
Dr. Thomas S. Klrkbride figured prominently In the 19th century 
movement for enlightened treatment of the Insane. The Institute of
the Pennsylvania Hospital, con^leted In l859 was designed by Klrkbride 
on the concept that the insane should be treated as sick people. 
Klrkbride's work helped to bring about a new understanding of mental 
Illness, and his hospital design Influenced the creation of similar 
institutions in 31 other states. Despite modern additions, the hospital, 
located at 111 North 49th Street in Philadelphia, appears much as it 
did originally. It Is not open to the general public.

30. Old Economy, Ambrldge, Pennsylvania. Economy, the third and 
final site of George Rapp’s religiously based communal society, was 
founded In 1825, Primarily an Industrial comnpilty, it became 
wealthy through its maniifactures and its use of labor-saving 
machinery. Althoug^i the society remained prosperous. Its numbers 
had greatly decreased by the l860's. Gradually all the factories 
were closed down, and in 1905, the society was dissolved. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania now administers l|- blocks of Economy, 
as a state historical site. This area Includes 17 of the original 
buildings representing the various facets of Rappite life.

31. The Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
Pennsylvania Hospital is the earliest established public hospital in 
the United States.
Dr. Thomas Bond, an eminent Riiladelphia physician of the l8th 
centviry, conceived the idea of founding a hospital to care for 
Philadelphia's sick, injured, and insane. Failing in an attempt 
to raise a subscription for the establishment of such an institu
tion, he tiirned to Benjamin Franklin for aid. Franklin eigreed to 
promote the project and by 1750 had convinced the people of 
Philadelphia of the great need for a public hospital.
A temporary building served from 1752-1756. Tae corner stone of
the east wing of the main building was laid in 
Hospital, located at 8th and Spruce Streets in 
still in operation.

May 1755. The 
Philadelphia, is

32. Fort Loudovin, Monroe County, near Vonore,' Tennessee. At the 
request of the Cherokee Indians, Fort Loudoun was built in 1756-1757. 
It held the trans-Appalachian frontier during the French and Indian 
War. Later, enmity between the English and Cherokee caused the
fort to be surrendered to the Indians in 1760. 
restored, the Fort is open to the public.

Now authentically



33* -Calvin Coolldge Homestead, Plymouth, Vermont. In this frame 
and clapboard house, Calvin Coolidge spent his boyhood years, 1876- 
1887. Here, following President Warren G. Harding's death in 
1923, he took the oath as President of the United States; and here 
in January, 1933j be died. The Coolidge Homestead, which Coolldge 
regarded as his true home, well expresses the character of the 30th President. It is maintained as a historlic house museum by the 
State of Vermont.

P.N.65248
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143! BULL STREET.

SAVANNAH, Q E O R G IA J’/^ 
< ADAMS 4-8412

Ju3y 6, 196$

Mi*. Howard R, Stagner
Acting Assistant Director
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington, D. Ci 202ii0

Dear Mr. Stagner:
RE: H3U-RH

We are indeed happy to receive your letter of July 1st informing us 
that the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace is now eligible for registration 
as a National Historic Landmark;---------

■■

■■

fcIS

R L

Thank you for enclosing the application blanks, the brief historic 
sketch and the two folders describing the Registry of National Historic 
Landmarks.

Since we note a few errors in the historic sketch, I am forwarding it 
on to our National Headquarters for thorough checking. We will return 
the copy with our suggestions for correction as quickly as possible.

One of the errors concerns the information in the last paragraph:

'•...and the carriage house, which served as the first Girl Scout 
Headquarters, at 330 Drayton Street. Both buildings are owned 

. and administered by the Girl Scouts of the United States of 
America. They are open to the public."

This carriage house is not owned by the Girl Scouts of the U. S. A.*~ 
nor was it ever owned by the Girl Scouts of the U. S. A. As you see 
on the back page of the enclosure, it has always been the headquarters 
for the Savannah Girl Scouts, The early Girl Guides, later Girl Scouts, 
held their weekly meetings there.

May we forward our formal application for certificate and bronze plaque 
immediately? Or should we wait until the corrections are made in the 
historic sketch?

Appreciating all you have done on our behalf, I am
Sincerely yours.

M:c4jiic® O F THE
Robertine K, McClendon
SuI!i^!e°Gorcfen^L^^fi^’hpla?e AMERICA

enclosures: "Tfte Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace" booklet
Postcard of First Girl Scout Headquarters, Low House,J.G.L.Birthplace
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liil' Dear Mlaa HcClendoa:

i % A W

m^:im:■'■ 1".

Ita have been pleaaod to leant tram our recent correOpaaadeneii vith 
yaUf aa veil aa through our Waahington office, that you have ac* 
cepted their invitation to enter the Juliette Gordon Low Birth
place in the Regiatry of National Historic Landaarka. We are 
indeed happy to welcoite your participatiim. Am the legistxy be- 
oeaws sure coaplete, its value as a record of nationally important 
historic sites is enhanced.

\*4";>,:'-; '"5 

«Ca
‘:X;-W|pl

-'■■•■■>-S

■'vv!.-'® ■' ■■■

The awarding of the Landaark certificate and plaque to this aeaorial 
to Mrs. Low, which the Girl Scouts fron all over the country nade 
possible, should certainly be at widespread genoral interest. As 
you suggest, either the founding date of Itarch 12,or Georgia Day on 
February 12, would aake an appropriate date for the oerenony. WS 
will bo glad to Join with you in naking arrangments for either 
date. Superintendent Ralston B. Lattiaore of Fort Pulaski is a 
fairly near neighbor to you; we could coordinate our participation 
in the progran through Mr. Lattiamre. His address is:

h tV” ■ 4 
' X'r;?r’^Ax4..:

Superintendent Ralston B. Lattiaore 
Fort Pulaski National Monnasnt 
Box 9S
Savannah Beach, Georgia

.ill

% 4

the certificate and aarker have been cos^Leted.

ft

Please let us know your decisimi am the naae to be used for the bronas 
plaque. We can than place the order so that it should be ready well 
n advance of the presentation. We will inf ora you as soon as both -;

:®:"
'.St? 'ii»iaieiiiifi
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Sincerely yours,

ISlQMEm
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Acting Regional Oirect<MP

.4 ' '- • -,. :4 ■ -4... £

4;"■ 's 44,J
■-£P. ■ :/: V^ppv--^ 4: : - : g-, ,,

., V: P£fa.,4£s*r'4:,
V* '■ ' ■ '

^ - R
.: -viSi

4_- • 'I, ‘ ,

cc:
•f-=a.

:-.rr''.::;#4'.';.?iJ-- -..::>;:4*!;4-;.i:,- . --:,tf,4-4’/.
,4- ' ,r:l;.Vf:_ " ■ •- ;4 ,-

/ DirectQr > w/g-, incoming
Supt., Fort Pulaski, w/c ine<Malng

:?i4vf444:&vriv:4;..-,,' Am--

-s; _r '4,;:.;, - i ■
m -H. ,,.4444,!! ,4 £ !- .tfj-vPjfc,,:

■£ ■;: ?V.-P;.;- t4 V«4v .4.:;;v *

44’':a*ftf4;.P*P|' ’:,S^
-tf

.. '->» ■-.' '1 .r
itfp- r'iS.*|££!*';^;4-...;4

R ::ip|i%;S

. :;'v:4.tfr .4 r 4,;4rV4,,,r: 5; -r .
Am:.^-...R :a

liR'--; -■ ■ '-■fr:' --i-^y r r#£f. 4-y »
y4*44«.y tf|5(£4Si»f4,;. ■ <^4 -':’ 0^"'\‘: A- A" ’'R” 'RR h-44;4;..giR.;: P^‘Pj^

^c:‘ ■M-M/ .AM^mAA-^ AMm- .MMAAi,

WM-MWMMAMAaA-M!. """ ’
..yff*" , ■A4'A‘- A’

m
S.-' a .. ■ ■ Ja': ■-- 'i



cTuilietto CS-ordoxi X-jO’w j3ia?tli]plotce

14S nilLIj RTHRMT,

savannah, ohoroia

ADAMS 4-R412

July 17, 1965

Mr. J. C. Harrington
Resource Studies Advisor
II. S. Dept, of The Interior
National Park Service, Southeast Region
P. 0. Box 10008
Richmond, Virginia 232l|0 REj H3U SER(RS)

soyiTieui mm

JUL 20196E
Rr^ionnl Dirortor 
A5;st. Rr?. Pir., (01 
As'il. Koi!. Dir., (Al 

JVsM. I(ce. I)ir„ (CA) 
J\SK|. to l(r«. nrr, il’A 
Asm. to Hre. Dir. IDI 

^pslmrce Sliidii!.Ad}|

//•' U, ,, u 1^
J'

Dear Mr. Harrington:

Thank you so much for your letter of July 13 bringing us up-to-date on the 
Birthplace Landmark designation. Before I had received this letter from you,
I had received communications from Mr. Howard R. Stagner regarding our eligi
bility for registration as a National Historic Landmark. I am enclosing for 
your information a copy of his letter with one of its enclosures, and my reply 
to him.

First of all, I would like to say in view of the seeming need to clear up some 
of the information about the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, we will not ti'y 
to do anything about recognition on Juliette Low's birthday, October 31» V/e 
are indeed grateful to you for your offer to have the plaque made up by that 
time, but there is no necessity for us to hurry for such an exciting occasion 
as this will be for us. As you suggest, it is the founding of the Girl Scouts 
that is the crux of the matter. Since that happened on March 12 that would be 
a possible date. Then, too, our National Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Committee 
is considering meeting here around February 12, 1966, and since that is Georgia 
Day, the date that Oglethorpe and the first Colonists landed here in Savannah, 
and is in itself a day on which Juliette Low was honored by the citizens of 
Savannah in 1926—that also might be a consideration.

I am taking this matter up with our Chairman, Mrs. Satterfield, and we will 
let yo^^now later what is our recommendation. Do you have a preference? Of 
coursel^would like the bronze plaque, and we would like this to take place 
when both you and Virginia can participate.

I will explore the appropriateness of using "The Juliette Low Birthplace** and 
let you know about this, too.

GIRL
enclosures: 3

8 OF

Sincerely yours,

Robertine K. McClendon 
Director
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Deer Mr. Adler:

wr. '■!
Secretary Udell ima asked us to acknowledge and thank you for 
your letter eiqpreeslJie your pleasure itibcmt the Juliette Ooraaa 
low BlrtkpX«ie receiving BatioaaX Historic Xiak(lfii^~s{iius. 
lliis recognition was armcnmcad in a DepartEJKital Hews release 
dated June a3« 19^3»

■ -v/ . I

mgm
We have notified mss ikibertlne X. Ncdnadon^ Director, Juliette 
QariSmi Low Mrti^Xace, that the elte has been selected for 
langdteKTk status and invited her to mpfly for the Be^stered 
HstloaaX Bistoric landmark certificate and 'tooose pXaqpie. Ve 
have heard from IGLss MeCXendco and abm is tsikis^ the matter up 
with her ftitlOBal Saadfymartftm.

: vmci-

■c:J

5:

Our BeglonaX &ttice in Bichnood will alao be la touch with 
iflas jMcGXemden mod vlXX be hs|vy to coqpm*ate with her in 
arranging far a aulteihle Xandnaric eereessay if ona ia desired.

tpMi
Thewk you again for waiting to us and fcae your interest la the

■ -- - \ . ;-v- ,
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John 0. Mtl 
ehi«r, HatimiaX Baarmy of 

Hiatorie Sites and Buildings
— t-

cc:
Beglonal Director, Southeast w/c Inc.
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July 22, 1965 

The HtMx. Stewart L. Udall 

Secretary ®f the Interior
•ti

WashlngtMi, D.C.

Dear Mr. Ddall:

R'-ffiiii"
',>■
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a
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It la with pride and pleasure that we leaam that the eligibility 
of the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace in Savannah to acquire 
the status of a registered national historic landaark has been 
approved by ywir Depairtment.

■:<f ■>"

IS

I have been requested by ay Board of Trustees to express to 
you our deq;> appreclatiwi of the honor you have bestowd on an 
institution in which we have always taten great civic pride.
To see It now nationally recognized as possessing "exceptional 
value la coBB»aaorating and illustrating the histoiy of the 
Iblted States" Is indeed most gratifying to us all.

mi,--ir
- ;S% -tm

sincerely yours.

fern':' ■
:-V .■'"•■

J-|K-

LEOPOLD ADIER, II (sigMd)
President, Historic Savannah Foundation 

ec: Representative G. Elliott Hagan
Miss Robertlne K. McCl«adon, Director 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

'■■I;: ml\ - .
m- " (copy)
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Hiss Esbeveitie X* MeCtsndon 
Birsetor
Julietta C^t4tm Lew Birthplace 
142 Bull Street 
^rraaairii, Ceorsla 31491

■MSiS'-- 
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}■; 3;r
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'1#
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f£.S-
U.' Bttsr Miss %£-
13: Thaok ffm very meh for your «art£ letter of Koweateer 15 md the 

ieterestieg ?«terl»l about the Julietta i^xdoa tow Blrtfeplaco. 
heedless to say, X m. delighted that Ciis hcwse Is boiag rueognieed 
iu tUe Eegistered National Historic f^dnarks progriUB. We akall 
help la aay way va can to mS^9 t^e presentation ecrasKmles a 
success.

5 ■

I appr«u:iate your gracious lavitatioa to hare coffee with you ^ '*^ .f
should I rlait Savanaadii imd I shall ha plaased to do so If clr- ^ 3 '*‘; - ’ ’ ^ 
cti^tamoes p8n«i.t. Secretary 04all ha# told mt about the wai» T 4. 
hospitality accorded hi® during his rccoat trip to SaeantM^ tavi -,,
I look forward itself to rlsltlng your city,

Siaecraly yours.

:-:u'v
:.^l "14: .

'
'M

£rr-
■ i'„* ‘K:4: (SGD) GEORGE B, HAglZOG, Jl^

^ 'S‘T' ^ 4 ■
' #■ 

k4:,:vvr- ,,
■ V, '©"■

Hcorge S. Uartscc* 
Bireetcr ■ 4/

’•t;

-ij*-'.'''

I”’*' "4

tegi^mal Director, SE v/inc.
I RH (Mr. Littleton) w/lnc. & waterial 
Mr. Young

. ,,^ :;4,
■■s-:r"

,<«’a

IK
,iSafi€;lS

RMDtleyHd 11-24-65
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THE JULIETTE GORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U.S.A.

142 Bull St., Savannah, Ga. 31401

■';?■ j.;

:-s-
November 15, 1965

■;f'

.4-

Et '■ ■

nsq; 
5^ V

Mr. George B. Hartrog, Jr., Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

'■4M* ■; '

; 4*?. ,. a
Dear Mr. Hartzog:

Ji:
,5.,- ■1.

We enjoyed Mr. Udall so much. It was pleasant to have 
Mr. Cox here too.

'i.,

VUV

Reading with interest of your possible visit, I want to tell 
you how pleased we would be to have you stop by for a cup of coffee 
Iwith us - tnoming, afternoon or night. Should you have time we 
would be delighted to have you and our friends for our special 
'’hoppin-john" luncheon too.

. .- .-'v. •'■ /. :'e^

......... V

As you know we are still working on the date for our Landmark 
status and find it all very exciting.

::4§

;;r>:,,

fAW:S-r

Just in case yoi need some reading material. I’ll tuck in the 
enclosed.

With best wishes always, I am

Sincerely yours.

It;
/s/ Robertine K. McClendon

Robertine K. McClendon 
Director .a

¥*'■
.r:’-■>;».'■

t.'S.

4-;

I- 

■ ; ;

’ V;'_ - . S.-;'

■ ':;':444te4^q,;..;,. 4:V-4 .fc4- :;,.4, 4,^ ,.^
.44,^. 

■ .A""

%.■



; - '
■ ■■■ ■•■ ^ > ♦

,i

> - ;*'•;....
t-'- ./%-

t-'V'if , .
^ ' 4;..^ -i- -

‘•'./'4 ............

;,r-

%-./• -r;;^. 5v,'7^

I&
”rv-;-

io4. -
-..-A

. >: .
JAN IB 196b

.f::'-• Sc'.,

■I

H34-RM ■ >

!^P ■■
• " -ri :’ •••;• ' ' =-

;-K- r •

;;.tf \ y ',:^
4 ■'4,
-■;-, m'-" ;■

S|f? .- v.
■■ ,.C' S '

Hiss BotwstliMi X, McClaiKioa 
£Hr«cter
Juli9tt» Gordm how Bixtiiplaum 
143 Bull StvMt 
Sa«iiHM|]i» QMVfla
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Tbaak you vory auch for your lottor tellins m of your plana 
for proa«itatiOR of tho BopiatoroB IVatlonal Historic I^ndtaark 
cortificato ai^ plaquo for tlio .^iotte Gordon Loo Sirttolaco 
on Pirt>ruary 12, and for your kiiid~lmu!tafion to bo proaont 
at tho coronoi^.

• ■ 'i-

5. ;.:?

1 rosrot vary nuch that duo to a provioua comitmont, I will 
m>t tso ablo to i^rticipato in this interoatins progran, for 1 
would anjoy visiting with you, Mrs. Price, and other aonbora 
of your oonsittoo. I havo rocoatly boon infomod, bowovor, 
that Sogional Diroetor Blbort Cok plana to bo prosant for 
Savannah • s Georgia Bay activities, and Z have asked hia to 
reprosoat tho Sorvieo in proaonting tho cortif lento and plaouo 
for tho birtlBf>laco heno. . :4 ■ J,^;:-

thajeM yw again for your intoroat in tho prograna of tho
Rational Park Sorvico. tkt aro vory ploasod indeed to havo tho
Juliet to Gordon Low Birtl^laoo iacludod in the Bogiatry of .4#SS!S.J
**oti«aal Mlatoric Landnarks.

CX

:4% : .
IKMM. "

XSGD) GEORGE B. HAR1M2, JR-

Regional Director, SB w/c inc* ^

..,.,.4^" .-s?"'

fiiroctor

;-6: «
/ Mr, Littleton a.:--

JOLittleton:mg l->13-66

j,,.-5aj.«::;• r^ •% 'I' ,S*Sa*f'V
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Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr.
, Director, National Park Serric* 
Department of the Interior 
WashingtOTi, D.C. 202U0
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Dear Mr. Hartzogt

■ ”1 ’■'■

:ai a .a: a
Mrs. M. B. Satterfield, Chairman of onr National Juliette Gordon Low Birth
place Committee, and I are happy to inform you that yebruarv 12. 1966 has 
been decided upon as ttie date for presentation of the National Historic 
landmarks certificate and plaque to the Juliette Gord^m Trfiw Birthplace. 
February 12th is especially fitting in'T^at itTT'^rgia Day and Savannah 
Day—the day that Oglethorpe and the colonists arrived to found the last of 
the English Colonies in the New World. There will be appropriate ceremonies 
and acjiivities on that morning, and our aftemocKi program at 2 p.«. will be 
a part of Savannah*s Georgia Day observance.

rf'-fkik
■ :sj. •

Akkkv

We do hope that it will be our good fortune to have you take part In our 
program for the presentation of the certificate and plaque, and hope that 
you might also be present for the morning program under the leadership of 
Historic Savannah Fotmdation, Inc. with Mr. Lee Adler II, President.

■s;.

Our Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Committee will have ended its bisiness 
session of its annual spring meeting here the night before, and we are 
happy that the members will be present for this exciting historic event.
We understand some of our National Girl Scout Officers will be here for 
this presatitation—hopefully, Mrs. Holton R. Price of St. Louis, Missouri, 
our National President, will be here to receive the certificate and plaque 
on our behalf. ^

ill

’'A

.kk- At: A'P 

A,;k

AMk
-/ry

AS
With all good wishes to you for the New Year, I am

Most Cordially yours.

mi

t:-pkk-k

m 'V -■&:A

■ ^ rm,.:
A- fAk AikimP 
Akm- BAilA

-• ^.......
Robertine K. McClendon 
Director
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

W’i

S''-. >T,.

Fvl'kk'k

RKMcCtjac
cot Mr. Ralston B. Lattlmore, Stqperlntendent, Ft. Pulaski National Monument 

Mrs.. M. B. Satterfield, Chairman, Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Committee

f: "

GIRL SCOUTS O F THE UNITED STATES OF A M E R I b /
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Memorandum 

To:

From:

i^-
.... ... ... ......>.''»;:■■•* *'S'%'K'a.: ."'S)S:»i.,-i,»f'. ,-.;,aj.

■•"' ■ " «.sfif*?-#!

Director

Regional Director, Southeast Region

A»,<. ■ .. ■ ‘a*.' •■■': * -1S ' a X '■■'■ -

i3i

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings:
Landmark presentation for Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

x:.'M
'4-vj

"•:1

fe' v^-.- 'H

We have been informed by Miss Robertine McClendon, Director of 
the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, that their committee is plan
ning to have the Landmark presentation cer^ony at 2:00 p*m., 
Saturday, February 12. This day is also being observed as Savannah’s 
Georgia Day, and there will be appropriate events that morning.

•i

r"3-.

The National President of the Girl Scouts, Mrs. Holton R. Price, has 
been invited to attend and accept the plaque and certificate. I 
expect to go down for the occasion. I believe you may also have 
tentative plans to visit Savannah. It would be most appropriate if 
you could be there on February 12 to make the formal presentation 
of the Landmark certificate aumd plaque. I hope you can do this.

When the details of the program have been more definitely estab
lished, we will forward the information.

-V ;;

..................

S£:. 5.

' ,3t<- 'A;!-:' •''•

.'j-r . ,':

■>

i: /s/ Elbert Cox

■■“■• -srSsiyi.:: ■:€-'-

:0,
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Mm, Rieluutd &. Aruis«lt 
l«iit«d stAtM S«mate 
MAshington* &» C.

' &¥my‘-m0»t¥ «’*■' jmt f a-#-.- ^-iy ''-If ■ -■■&-

■:kmyk¥(k¥Mk¥^kkk^4^:kk¥
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si'.- Mb Are pleased to iafeea yeu tleit e cerea&ay‘'dMwl|dafetieg %&• 4 i

Jeliette Gmrdee Lmr Birtl^laee i» Saeai9K(Ub» Oto^giM, mm » -%■

g^aeteflDkl mtilWtal HisiorXcTateiaearlc will take pleee Sater^b#«|:;'x;;'\::-^i<;.pf^^
. 'ir ; iNleraary 13» at 2«00 p.e«

r^:»-

Se^iCMial 0lrect«e Elbert Gene of the National Faric Swrviee*# 
Rlcinned QGffiee> eill present the certifieate ai^ breme 
plaqeo to Mrs* Holtim 8, FrlcOf fhrosident of ttw Girl Sooets 
^ the U. S. A.
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Seenator iismsa S. Xalnadgn end Cempresenaa «U Elliott Napaa 
are also hning aotif led. the Julletice Gemlen Lee Eirthplaise 
ia .ia Ihr* Mi^pui*s iNstriet*.
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hmaOmmsk cereneniee are planned and oarried oet hp the .eenelf* : ''t
•X..

«r adeiaiatratera of thnse .properties* The Serv.lce is. happy to
■V .enopeapate' in »iM^ act itr.itiee ehen.. reqpewited to do so. 
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Regional Director, Southeast Region
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Subject; National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings;
Presentation of Landmark certificate and marker for 
the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace
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Arrangements are being made for a Landmark program at the 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, in Savannah, Georgia, at 2:00 
p.m,, Saturday, February 12, Regional Director Cox will pre
sent the Landmark certificate and marker to Mrs, Holton R, 
Price, President of the Girl Scouts of the U, S, A,
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We attach a copy of the program which, however, is still some
what tentative.
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PROGilAH FO;l RFCLIVIKG M;»TIwiiAL IIIST..RIC WHKIAFK PJ-^.QUE AND CERTIFICATE

2 P, iM. February 12# U?66

Honor Guard - Two girls from each troop. Girl Scout Council of Savannah# with 
troop flags# lining Oglethorpe Avenue from Drayton Street to 
west side of Bull Street (by Preabytorian Church and along Bull , 
Street to a point opposite Gift Shop,

Pi’^sidlng Officer • 1-lrs. M, Boydston Satterfield# Chairiaan# Culietto
Low Birthplace Committee*

INVOCATION! Bishop Albert Rhett Stuart# Episcopal Dioceso of * 
Georgia*

(3 loin.) PREoINTATION OF FLAG FLOVJN OVER CAPITOL 
OCTOBER 31, 1965, JULIETTE GORDON LOW'S 
BIRTHDAI

Congressman G* Elliott Hagen, 
Rep, 1st District, Georgia

(3 nin.) ACCEPTANCE OF FLAG Robertino K, McClendon# Director# 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

(5 Win.) PRESENTATION OP PUQUE AND CERTIFICATE Mr, Elbert Cox# Regional Director,
SE Region, National Park Service#

(1 lain*) UNVEILING OF PLAQUE
U» S. Department of the Interior 

Selected Girl Scout

(2 min*) ACCEPTING PUQUE ON BERAIF OF 
GIPJ. SCOUTS OF U* S* A.

Mrs* Holton R* Price, President, 
Girl Scouts of the U* S* A*

(5 min*) "My First Visit to the Birthplace 
in 1886"

Mrs* Arthur 0* Qioate

(2 min*) INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER 

(10 min*) SPEECH

BROl-JNIE PROr^ISE 

GIRL SCOUT PROMISE

Mr* G* Arthur Gordon

L6d by Susan Satterfield, Brownie© 
Girl Scout Council of Savannah, In 
Led by

Streets will be roped off along Oglethorpe Avenue to Bull 
Guests will gather on Oglethorpe Avenuej Standing program • no seating 
Speaker's platfona «* Front entrance portico of Birthplace 
Coffee following ceremony in I^^formal Dining Room* Enter Gar<fen Floor through 

memorial gatof Reoeltlng line • front all, garden floor.

./
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RUSSELL. B. LONG. LA.. CHAIR.

GEORGE A. SMATHERS, FLA. 
CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX. 
PAUL H. DOUGLAS. ILL.
ALBERT GORE, TENN.
HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA. 
EUGENE J. MCCARTHY. MINN. 
VANCE HARTKE. IND.
J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. 
ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN.
LEE METCALF. MONT.

JOHN J. WILLIA. . DEL.
FRANK CARLSON, KANS.
WALLACE F. BENNETT. UTAH 
CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.
THRUSTON B. MORTON, KY. 
EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN, ILL.

TOM VAIL, CHIEF COUNSEL

ferrate
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

February 9, I966

Honorable Howard R. Stagner 
Assistant Director
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Stagner:
Thank you for your letter of February 8.

I deeply appreciate the invitation to the 
ceremony being planned designating the Juliette 
Gordon LoK-Birtbplace in Savannah, Georgia, on 
February 12. You were most thoughtful to extend 
this invitation to me. However, the Secretary of 
State is speaking in Atlanta on this date and I 
an scheduled to be present upon this occasion.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,
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H3417-PS October 29, 1975

!irs. fnmm* ir. Deilf 
President, Cieorgie Cbept«r, Celimial 

Dmms of Aaierica 
#S Ctnmtxy Club Drltw 
Se^nranah, Geoxi^a 31410

-V '■-
. f- 1 x'.

Beer Un. !>aily:

As you nay be auaxe, the Juliette Gerdoa Lou Birthplace at 142 lull 
Street, sad Qtrriafe Heuse/Troc^ Headqueaters of the Savasaeh 
Cotmcil of the ^rl ScttvAa ef Aaeriea at 330 Braytoa Stxeet, Say«Bah, 
Georgia, preseatly cMi|)rise the aati<mal historic Imideark hemoriag 
Juliette Gordon Lew, fouader of girl scouting in Aaeriea.

■;s-" ■^

"1

The Hatimal Historic Landnarks Prograa is currently undertaking a 
vevUm ef a large ember of national laaAaa^s designated early in 
the progrmt, imtludlag this one, with speci:^c attention directed to 
the physical boundaries ef the Sbrlous properties. This project becaaw 
necessary with the passage of the Mational Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 so that the protectloa froa l^pairsumt md the full potential 
for benefits afforded by that act would be available to the earlier 
laadaaika.

co•HDO

(S
Dllleala eofioieetloa with this project. Staff Architectural Historian Jmm 

has s^Egested that the hem House has a very strmg association with 
the founder of the girl scoots as well as the other two buildings. %e- 
eiflcally, he proposes that the Low House be considered an integral 
|wurt of the national slgnifiemee esbodled in the Juliette Gordon Low 
Hatienal Historic Laadaark and that it be treats as such by our pregrasu 
he would hope that you sdL|ht i^iare this point of view and would give 
m the bmefit of your titougbts <m the std>ject. Vm are enclosing 
leaflets that eiqplain the purposes a^ proc^ures of both the Naticnal 
Historic Laadswuriks and the ^ticmal Register Prograss.

Sincerely yours,

Horaoo Sheely, Jr*

Eaeloowpes Horace J. Sh«»ty, Jr. 
Chief, Historic Sites 

Survey
m

ii'
p-if ■ * ^



I'
Ph

CQ

so

c

o
u

CA)
C/D
X

<1D 
■P 
P 
<U 

• H

CO
a.
2
hH

Q
3 §

< 
I E-i

•H
bopq 
^ p
0 P 
(D tu CD

c_)
1 p

CL,
X

o
c•H
O
S

g
•H
bO
<U
o:

LO

I
CM

•H

u 
o

CM +-) 
I-I o <D

S Q

bO
C

•H

cci
0

cni

>s«-i
rH
0)
d>
p
CO

o
p
o
d>

HD
<U

CO

bO p0)
DS

CO
CO

•HP Vi 
QQ a

o
o

•Q

■ ' ‘ " - , ■ 
' ’i'-

rww
4

4'
c*'

-rv
-i

; ■• .'l. ...■• ,V

■4' -■ ■■:

- I,

H3417-PS Dec0Bd>er 2, 1975
■A,^.

-S' - ^c

.-I:--.
Mrs. Francis W, Daily 
President, The National Society of 

the Colonial Daiaes of America in 
the State of Georgia 

3 Country Club Drive 
Savannah, Georgia 31410

'44c--'- r . 
i '•-'••

;■•• ■

S'

Dear Mrs. Daily: 413
Thank you for your letter and your encouraging response to our 
suggestion that the Andrew Low Mansion in Savannah, Georgia, be 
included within the boundaries of the present landmark honoring 
Juliette Gordon Low because of its strong association with Mrs. Low 
and her work with the Girl Scouts. As you perhaps already know, 
the carriage house for the Low Mansion was included in the original 
landmark description. This description was done, however, before 
the period when boundaries were explicitly defined.

a

,'4

You asked what the next step would be in order to accomplish the 
inclusion of the Low Mansion within the boundaries of the present 
landmark. Landmarks that were designated prior to 1966 have no 
precise boimdaries. The purpose of the Task Force with which 
Mr. James Dillon works is to define the boundaries for these 
earlier landmarks and, litus, perfect the records administratively.
We need only draw the boundary so as to include the mmision as well 
as the carriage house. In addition, the description of the landmark 
will be e:q>anded to include the important role that the Low Mansion 
played in the life and work of Juliette Gordon Low.

si

*

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will await the 
decision of your State Board of Managers. ; ' 4

Cl
Sincerely yours.

: -

73/ Benjamin Levy

■ '"i/. Benjamin Levy
Acting Chief, Historic Sites 
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES 
OF AMERICA IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA

MRS. FRANCIS WILLSON DAILY. PRESIDENT 
3 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE 
SAVANNAH. GEORGIA 31410 NovemlDer 7» 1975

Mr. Horace J. Sheelyi Jr.
Chief, Historical Sites Survey
United States Department of the Interior
National Park ServiceWashington, D.C. 20240 Re: H3417-PS

Dear Mr. Sheely;
I have discussed your letter of October 29th with 
several memhers of our Executive Committee and they 
agree with your Staff Architectural Historian, Mr. 
James Dillon, that the Andrew Low Mansion does have 
a strong association with Juliette Gordon Low in-as- 
much as it was her home from the time of her marriage 
until her death and it was her home at the time of 
the founding of the Girl Scouts of America.

Our State Board of Managers will meet on November 
13th and at that time I shall read your letter to 
them for their information and opinion. I believe 
they will agree as to the association between the 
house and Juliette Gordon Low.

Many of the visitors to our Museum House are 
particularly interested in it because of Mrs. Low s 
having founded the Girl Scouts while she lived 
there. We also are visited by many of the Girl Scout 
Troops that come to Savannah.
Will you please advise me what the next step should 
be in considering including the Andrew Low Mansion 
in the Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Land
mark?

Sincerely,
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December 17, 1975

Mrs. Francis Willson Daily 
President, Georgia Chapter, Colonial 

Dames of America 
3 Country Club Drive 
Savannah, Georgia 31410

‘ "i ■4

. &■■ ' ■

4: ‘v'''"‘V

■ '., ■

■ -M', ^ .

;i^i'
,44-4
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Dear Mrs. Daily:

Thank you for your prompt and cogent reply to our letter of December 2 
about possible inclusion of the Low Mansion in the national historic 
landmark honoring Juliette Gordon Low.

'4

■'v:-

The conclusion that you have inferred is correct with the slight 
exception that there would not be a redrawing of the boundaries of the 
present landmark. As we indicated in the December 2 letter, landmarks 
designated prior to 1966 have never had official boundaries defined.
The elements of the landmark were simply described in a section devoted 
to its physical description. The boundary now being defined would be 
the first official one. We could, with the concurrence of the Georgia 
Colonial Dames, recognize the importance of the Andrew Low Mansion 
in the work of Juliette Low by including it within this boundary. We 
would also expand the description of the landmark to include this fact.

There is one difficulty in this particular situation. The plaque that was 
officially awarded in early 1966 uses the wording, Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace. A plaque using this wording would not, of course, be 
appropriate for display at the Andrew Low Mansion. To use any other 
wording would imply that there were two entirely separate and distinct 
landmarks recognizing Mrs. Low as the founder of the Girl Scouts in 
America.

Should the Georgia Colonial Dames decide in fayor of inclusion within the 
present landmark, we could accept a simple letter in which the Colonial 
Dames undertook to preserve the Andrew Low Mansion to the best of their 
ability and agreed that it would no longer be entitled to recognition as 
an element of the landmark if for some reason they were no longer able 
to maintain its historical integrity. The Low Mansion, as a part of the 
existing landmark, would be entitled to the protection and benefits of 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
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We ifegyet that this muaual situation faces tis, especially since the 
history of the founding of the Girl Scouts suggests a strong assoclaticm 
with the Low Mansion as well as the carriage house.

We hope that this response will answer all of your specific questions 
and better clarify the matter.

4..

Sincerely ycaira,

/s/ Eorace J. Sheely. Jr.
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Horace J. Sheely, Jr. 
Chief, Historic Sites 
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FNP:HJ Sheely:mc 12/17/75

bcc: Regional Director, Southeast Region w/c of inc.
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES 
OF AMERICA IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA

MRS. FRANCIS WILLSON DAILY. PRESIDENT 
3 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE 
SAVANNAH. GEORGIA 31410 December 6, 1975

Mr. Benjamin Levy
Acting Chief, Historic Sites Surveys 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 202^0

Dear Mr. Levy*

Thank you for your letter of December the second.

From it I conclude that a re-drawing of boundries 

and an enlarged description of the Juliette Gordon 

Low National Historic Landmark in your official 
records, with the official permission of The National 
Society of The Colonial Dames of America in The 

State of Georgia, is all that would have to be done 

in order to effect inclusion of the Andrew Low Mansion, 
our State Headquarters, into the existing landmark.

Our Board of Managers needs to know if this would 

include an appropriate plaque being placed on the 

Andrew Low Mansion and appropriate public recognition 

being given to the inclusion of the house in the 

National Historic Landmarks Program?

Is the disignatlon handled through an official form 

or by simple letter of agreement from the Georgia 

Colonial Dames?

Our next meeting will be on January 8th and I should 

appreciate having your answers to these questions 

together with any additional Information you may 

think will help us to objectively consider this 

proposal.
Sincerely,

(T



-,;Vk. ;•

-■^5 - 4.-..'

-c
, 'a;',

HMis-Ps

- ^ 4. 4 _ 44.v\- ■ ^ 4, ■ ^

■ '^4/:
' j. '■ -

U^ y_f - ■ . Cjv sjf:-;;: -y-t-y.

‘■>r' ”■ '■ fi'*'- ■. _:\ , ': ' ■

'-■ .»■ i'*a. .ii ..‘t''-.,-' ;*•«

5^:.

V

t
p- ■’

'-r

«*■

I •

mVy ; .-

j'l *: - '’''v
A ;,-A February 12, 1976

Mrs. Francis Willson Daily 
President, The National Society of the 

Colonial Dames of America in the 
State of Georgia 

3 Country Club Drive 
Savannah, Georgia 31410
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■, .«■>■• ■ ■ V;
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Dear Mrs. Dally:
:&v
y* : ■■a

Please accept ray apology for the lateness of this reply to your 
letter of January 22, We have been in the midst of preparations for 
the new Secretary of the Interior's Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments and the meeting of the 
Consulting Comi^ttee to the National Survey of Historic Sites Mid 
Buildings that precedes it. In addition, there has been a general 
meeting of State Historic Preservation Officers from all over the 
country in which we have necessarily participated.

. ,,.y| 
. ■>. 1

I wish that it were possible for me to suggest some way out of the 
complications surrounding the recognition of Juliette Gordon Low's 
historically io|>ortant contribution.

• ' • I' i •-<)

The crux of the dilemma lies in the naming of the landmark, as I pointed 
out in my letter of Decamdier 17. The landmark is officially recognized 
as the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace; it is not a Juliette Gord<m 
Low National Historic Landmark. We both recognise the logic of the 
intertwining of the Gordon House and the L<w House. In fact, the 
carriage house of the Low Mansion was specifically included in the 
initial designation as the meeting place of the Girl Scouts, the point 
where the movement was actually activated. We are also in coiqilete 
agreement as to the logic of including the Low Mansion in the boundaries 
now being drawn. Wo thoroughly understand and appreciate your concern 
lest the identity of the Low Mimslon be lost in the landmark as now 
designated. Short of a mutual agreement arrived at between your 
organization and the Girl Scouts lieadquarters, however, we can think 
of no way in which this loss of identity can be avoided except that 
which was suggested in our earlier letter. You will recall that 
we indicated that the importance of the Andrew Low Mansion in the story 
of the Girl Scouts could be recognized in several ways, with the concur
rence of the Georgia Colonial Dimtes. The first step would be to include

t^.3

.■f .

V>'
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it within the boundaries of the existing landmark. We would then expand 
the official description of the landmark to Include the role played by 
the Low Mansion. This U not something that is simply buried in our 
files. Each national historic landmark receives a brief description of 
its significance in the published volume of the National Register of 
Historic Places. In addition, we are reissuing an updated booklet 
that will list all national historic loidmarks with a brief description 
not only of what is included within the landmark, but describing the 
basic significance of the landmark.

.4^

■1!. '

We both agree, it seems, that this is essentially one landmark 
coimnemorating and illustrating the role of Juliette Gordon Low in 
founding the Girl Scouts of America. Under these circumstances, 
especially with the carriage house being recognized, we do not believe 
that the Secretary of the Interior’s Advisory Board would regard 
favorably the creation of a second Independent landmark for the 
Andrew Low Mansion that would essentially a>mmemorate the same thing.

Wo regret that conqjlexities have arisen that stem largely from a 
name that was placed some years ago on a landmark. Wo continue to 
hqpe that there will be some way to resolve this so that all of the 
values involved in this historically important event can be recognized 
and protected under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

We wish that we could be more encouraging about the solution that you 
have suggested wid trust that we can continue to explore ways to 
recognize this as one important landmark in whieh there will be no 
loss of identity <m the part of either properties.

•I-.-,;'■•4' * ■ yf'

■ Sf.,
•: rxy-''

Sincerely yoiuri*

Horace J. Sheely, J^r-.

■ y;.
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Horace J. Sheely, Jr.
Chief, Historic Sites Survey

■"'V

FNP:HJ Sheely:mdw 2!11 fie
bcc: Regional Director, Southeast Region ) w/c of inc. 
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THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES 
OF AMERICA IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA

MRS. FRANCrS WILLSON DAILY. PRESIDENT 
3 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31410 January 22, 1976

Mr. Horace J. Sheely, Jr.
Chief, Historic Sites Survey 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

At the January meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the N.S.C.D.A. in the State of Georgia several 
questions were raised regarding the Andrew Low 
Mansion and the question of including it in the 
Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark.

The Board is gravely concerned lest the identity 
of the Low Mansion he lost if no plaque describing 
its part in the founding of the Girl Scouts is 
contemplated hy your department. The Juliette Low 
Birthplace is extensively publicized due to its 
being owned by the Girl Scouts of America. On 
the other hand, the Low Mansion actually was the 
"founding site". For historical accuracy alone, 
this distinction is important if both houses are 
to be included in the Juliette Gordon Low National 
Historic Landmark.

The dual houses within four or so blocks of each- 
other may be unique among the property in the N.H.L. 
They are tied together through Juliette Gordon Low’s 
having lived in each during a part of her life. Is 
there some way your department can recognize this 
distinction?

If not, is there a possibility of creating the Andrew 
Low Mansion, Site of the Founding of the Girl Scouts 
of America, a National Historic Landmark in its own 
right?

Our next Board of Managers meeting will be on February 
twelth. It would be most helpful if you could give 
me at least a tenative answer to these questions by 
that time.

Sincerely,



'file

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES 
OF AMERICA IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA

MRS. FRANCIS WILLSON DAILY, PRESIDENT 
3 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE 
SAVANNAH. GEORGIA 3I4I0 February 20, 1976

Mr. Horace J. Sheely, Jr.
Chief, Historic Sites Survey 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Sheeley;
At the February meeting of the Board of Managers 
of The National Society of The Colonial Dames of 
America in The State of Georgia it was voted that 
we not accept inclusion in the Juliette Gordon Low 
National Historic_^ Landmark-for our State Head-^ 
qua.rters and “Museum House, the Andrew Low Mansion.

Thank you for the numerous questions you have 
answered for us during the four months we have 
been considering this offer.

Sincerely,



H30(418)

MAY 71985

Memorandum

To: Chief, Branch of Registration
From: Chief Historian 7s/'Edwla crBearsg
Subject: Boundary changes to National Historic Landmarks resulting from the

boundary survey
Our mutual experience with proposed boundaries submitted to the recent Advisory 
Board meeting makes it clear that compliance with boundary enlargement regu
lations (36 CFR 65) have not been satisfied in all cases. With respect to the 
Aiken House and Associated Railroad structures, Charles Lee, State Historic Pre
servation Officer, South Carolina, has raised apparently fatal questions regarding 
what he states auf'C. inappropriate inclusions within the prospective enlargement of 
the National Historic Landmark.
In light of these imminent issues, which lead me to believe that the proposed 
additions may be legally flawed, as well as the unclear history of the boundary 
proposals in general, I believe that the perfection of these proposals and their 
presentation to the Advisory Board, in accord with the regulations, should remain 
with you and your branch.
I will be pleased to extend our assistance to you as in the past; I believe, 
however, that the boundary proposals should continue under the unified manage
ment of your branch.
The enclosed boundary studies (Girard College, Brigham Young Houses, Juliette 
Gordon Low Birthplace) propose actions endorsed by the Historic Sites Survey in 
the late 1970*s. We are pleased to add our endorsement to them. We encourage 
you to prepare the required documents and make the presentation to a subsequent 
meeting of the Board. Such documentation should include the revised nomination 
forms including a statement as to what the changes to each National Historic



Landmark are and comparative maps exhibiting the boundary changes and identifying 
contributing and non-contributing buildings. Each form should contain a list of 
owners of the property to be added, determined by an examination of tax or land 
records within 90 days of the Advisory Board meeting, in accord with regulations 
I will review and approve the final nomination form for your transmittal and 

•yCiegie«vWte\to the Board.

If you need further advice, please call on me.

Enclosures

cc: -0»1 Reudiiig'Tile 
400 Reading File 
400 Roger>
413-Aten
418-NHLP BOUNDARY SURVEY418-FOUNDERS HALL, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA (NHL)
418-YOUNG (BRIGHAM) HOUSE, (LION HOUSE), SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (NHL) 

f,1IILI£I.JF GORDON) BIRTHPLACE. SAVANNAH, GEORGIA (NHL) 
BLevy:pt:!>y2/8b (3bAj —

i
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Memorandum

To:

From;

Chief, Preservation Services Division, SERO 

Acting Chief Historian

Subject: National Historic Landmark Boundaries for the 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl 
Scout Headquarters, Savannah, Georgia

The subject draft nomination (sections 7 and 8) is an 
excellent piece of work and I endorse it. Please 
proceed with the preparation of the complete nomination

Regarding your recommendations for modifying language 
for the Low property entry in the Landmarks Catalog, I 
am asking Historian Feller of this division to address 
the issue as she takes up the prospective revision.

7s7 Bengmiurn lievy

for Edwin C, Beafss

Attachment
■■

cc; 400 RF
418 Feller

/418 JULIETTE GORDON LOW NHL 
BLe\f7Twa;9/15/8 6 
No. 7, item 52 (b)
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IN RZPLV REFCK TO:

United States Department of the Interior’'^^^^
national park service

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Memorandum AUG 2 9 1986
To:

From:

Subject:

Chief, History Division, WASO

Chief, Preservation Services Division, SERO

Scout Headquarters, Savannah, Georgia
n ___ t °'i •Jdvannah, Ge

2:: - v.
™ ^^eets that

Mrs. Low's restde^e at 2l 2“°' t" ■’“““‘Jarles
n 1912, and it was in this buildi founded the Girl Scouts"as held. This house w2 bu2t meet2g

merchant Andrew Low. and Mrs.lo2l2ed irtjf 5“"«-i"-law, Britls?
1886 until her death in 1927 As our r " Periodically from
lived abroad for much of this time indicate, however^ she
Scouts in 1912, she was by no mean^ in ^he Girl

of the Colonial Dames. it is stilish ■ ^ Georgia Chanter
open to the public for tours headquarters, and it i^
except for the basement fe'maW ch"" maintained,’and ^
Low's death. have been made since Mrs.

We have assumed that her i

ths cfr? "O major roL^^M^ , ■ “
aid not li22n 2e2a2:-c2Snt22a?2r‘\“

»f one of her brothers, and it re^inS t ‘^'■e ownership
s property's association with the Girl Gordon family until 1953.ogursftion by the Girl Scouts -'st^^s^^^oSrtfTsf2o„^^”

confusing nnd'^conSdictory^^and^wrr^ Headquarters is
brief description contained’irCaLiL'^f^f:' The

n Cat^ ^ Nati^ Histo^ Land^ (1985)



JULIETTE GORDON LOW NHL, 

7. DESCRIPTION

-HAFT REVISIONS <29 AUGUST 1986)
OM. pAi.|4A,a4)-t« .

The Julliette Gordon Low National Historic LandmarK consists of three 

individual properties in Savannah, Georgia! the Uayne-Gordon House, the 
Andrew Low House, and the Low Carriage (t^ouse and Servants' ^uarters4 These 

properties are all located in close proximity to each other within the 

boundaries of the Savannah National Historic LandmarK District* The 
boundaries of this indivi,p^ual landmark are discontiguous, however, and the 

Wayne-Gordon2,House is several blocks away from the Andrew Low House and Low 
Carriage ^^ouse and Servants'Quarters which are adjacent properties.

yi^lbiilUORDON HOySEi IQ OGLETHORPE AVENUE. The Wayne-Gordon House was the 

birthplace and childhood home of Juliette Gordon Low. She lived there until 
she married William Mackay Low in 1886. The house was built between 1818 

and 1821 for James Moore Wayne, a prominent Savannah Jurist and politician 

who served as Mayor of Savannah, United States Congressman, and United 

States Supreme Court Justice. Moore sold the house in 1831 to his niece and 

her husband, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon I, Mrs. Low's 

grandparents, and the property remained in the Gordon family until 1953 when 

the Girl Scouts of the United States of America purchased and restored it.
The house was opened to the public in 1956. Interpretation of the site 
emphasizes Juliette Gordon Low's life, the history of the Gordonj/oimily, and 

the history of Girl Scouting. The property is officially known as the 

Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center and is visited annually by 

thousands of Girl Scouts who participate in a variety of educational 
programs.

When originally constructed, the Wayne-Gordon house was two stories on a 

raised basement and was built of brick stuccoed to resemble stone. Other 
features included a five-bay front, central entry^and one-story Doric entry- 

porch with steps on either side, second floor windows set in blind arches, 
and two semicircular bays on the rear. Kitchen and service areas occupied 

the basement. On the first floor were double parlors, a drawing room, and a 

dining room with a curved stairway at the end of the central hall leading to 

the second floor with four bedrooms, dressing rooms and trunk room. 
Important interior features included plaster cornices and ceiling medallions^ 

and marble mantles. The design of the Wayne-Gordon house has traditionally 

been attributed to British architect William Jay, but there is no



substantive docuitientatiu.. to this effect.

Mrs. Low's parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Washington Gordon II, rennovated 

the house in 1886 according to plans executed by New YorK architect Detlef 
Lienau. ^^The work included the addition of a third floor and the 

construction of a one-story, curved piazza on the east side of the house. 
The new top floor had a hipped roof, bracketed cornice, and quoins around 

windows and at corners and contained five bedrooms and two bathrooms. Two 

bathrooms were installed on the second floor, and a kitchen was added to the 

first floor adjacent to the new east porch.

During World War the Wayne-Gordon House was converted to apartments, 
These changes were removed during the initial restoration of the property by 
the Girl Scouts in 1953-^^56. Subsequent work on the house has generally 

been restorative in nature as well. The present condition of the Wayne- 
Gordon house is good andx there has been a high degree of retention of 
historic fabric and features from both the period of initial construction 

and the 1886 rennovation.

The rear yard and side garden of the Wayne-Gordon House have always been 

enclosed by service buildings and high walls. However, buildings at the 

rear of the lot have been remodeled extensively to serve a variety of 
contemporary purposes such as gift shop, offices, and meeting rooms. These 
buildings lack historic integrity and consequently do not contjftibute to the 

property's significance. Their rennovation has been carefully executed, 
however, and these structures do not detract from the historic setting of 
the house itself. The ornamental garden on the east side of the house has 

been partially restored with historic plant materials Imown to have been 
cultivated by the Gordons in the nineteenth century, ^The planting pattern 

is not original, however.

ANDREU LOW HQUSEi 329 ABERCORN SIREEI, This house was built on Lafayette 

Square in 1847-1849 as the American residence for British merchant Andrew 

Low, His son, William Mackay Low, married Juliette Gordon in 188<^ and this 

property became their residence during their brief stints in America, After 

William Low's death in 1905 the property was passed on to Mrs, Low, It was 
in this house on March 12,'^1912 that Mrs, Low brought together 18 girls for 

the first Girl Scout (originally Girl Guides) meeting in the United States, 
Until her death in 1927, the Andrew Low House continued to be Mrs. Low's



home during those periods of time in which she resided in America, and much 

of the early business and planning for the Girl Scout movement was 

undertaKen in this house. In 1923, Mrs, Low's heirs sold the house to The 

National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia to 

serve as the organization's state headquarters. Today, the property 

continues to be owned by the Colonial Dames,

E<uilt in the Greek Revival style in 1849, the Andrew Low House is a two 

story brick with stucco structure over a raised basement. Its design has 

traditionally been attributed to John Norris of New York, The house is 

rectangular in shape with five bays across the front and back and four bays 
on the sides. The roof is pyramidyal in shape with wide eaves and a 

bracketed cornice. The four end chimneys are flush with the exterior walls. 
On the front and south side are cast iron balconies. The side balcony has a 

pagoda-like roof, The three-tiered rear porch is partially enclosed with 

Jalousies on its upper levels, Windows have double-hung sash but with wide 

center muntins to make them look like casement windows. First floor windows 
are full length. The entry has a stone frontispiece with pediment and ^ower- 

of the—l/inds columns in antis. The recessed doorway has double doors, 
transom/ and sidelights framed by Corinthian pilasters. The original cast- 

iron fence still surrounds the house, and a parterre garden is situated in 

the front and on either side of the house.

The interior has a central hall plan with double parlors, sitting room , and 

dining room on the first floor. Noteworthy features include plaster cornices 

and ceiling medallions, pedimented door and window surrounds, /ower-of-the- 

^inds pilasters, black marble mantels, and curved stairway. On the second 

floo^ four bedrooms open off the central hall, A trunkroom was converted 

to a bathroom in the mid-1880s, and bathrooms for the two rear bedrooms were 

built on the upper level of the back porch sometime during the twentieth 

century but prior to Mrs, Low's death.

LOW CARRIAGE HOUSE AND SERVANISl QUARIERSi. 330 DRAYIQN SIREEJ, Originally a 

service building for the Andrew Low House, this structure is situated 

behind the garden in the rear of the Andrew Low House and was likely built 

at the same time as the main house in 1849, In 1912, Mrs, Low had it 

remodeled as a meeting place for local Girl Scout troops. For a short time, 
it also served as the first national headquarters of the Girl Scouts until



this function was moved . Uashingtonf DtC* in 1913. Wi,_.. Mrs. Low died in 

1927,' she bequeathed this building to the Savannah Area Girl Scout Council. 
It was in continuous use by this organization until 1986. It is currently 

leased to the Junior League of Savannah.

Built of brick covered with stucco, the building has a central block that is 

two stories in height with simple stuccco pilasters supporting a stucco band 

at the cornice line. Flanking one story wings link the structure to the 

garden walls on either side. A shallow-pitched pyramidi^al roof has wide 

eaves with simply detailed brackets. Second story windows have double-hung 

sash in a si;;-over-si;-; configuration. Ground floor window sash have a two- 
over-two configuration.

The basic form of the building has not changed since Mrs, Low's death in 

1927, although one of the two doors in the main block has been replaced by a 

window and the carriage doors which opened on to Drayton Street from the 

wings on either side of the main block have been removed and the openings 

filled in. The interior has been considerably altered, and all features from 

the period in which the building was used as a carriage house and servants' 
quarters and the early twentieth century modifications made by Mrs, Low when 

she converted the building for use by the Girl Scouts have either been 

removed or are obscured by modern materials and features. The building is 

in a good state of repair.
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8» SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On March 12, 1912, Mrs, Juliette Gordon Low (1860-1927) formed the first
Girl Scout troOp in the United States in Savannah, Georgia* From that time 

until her death she provided leadership and financial support as the Girl 
Scout movement grew from its local origins to a national organisation. In 

establishing the Girl Scout movement in the United States, Mrs. Low followed 
many of the organizational principill-of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides of 

Great Britain. Three historic properties in Savannah are considered to be 

nationally significant due to their close association with Mrs. Low and her 
role as founder and initial leader of the Girl Scout movement in the United
States. These properties include Mrs.^Low's birthplace and childhood home 
ot'^142 ^Bul 1 Street (the Wayne-Gordon House), her adult residence at ^'^329' 
Abercorn ^Street and the site of the formation of the first Girl Scout troOp 

in 1912 (the Andrew Low House), and the former carriage house and servants' 
quarters (the troop headquarters) behind the Low house at 330 Drayton Street 
which Mrs. Low converted for use as a meeting place for Savannah area Girl 
Scout troOps and which also served briefly as the first national 
headquarters of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America.

Juliette Gordon (nicKnamed Daisey) was born into a prominent Savannah family 

on October 31, 1860, and her childhood was spent in the house now known as 

the Wayne-Gordon House. Her father, William Washington Gordon II (1834- 
1912), attended Yale University, became a cotton broker in Savannah and 

attained the rank of captain in the Confederate army. After the war, he 

resumed his prosperous career, was elected to the Georgia House of 
Representitives, and during the Spanish-American War was appointed brigadier 

general in the U.S. Army 'Volunteers. Juliette Gordon's mother, Eleanor 

Kinzie (1835-1917), came from Chicago where her family had settled and 

prospered during the period it was changing from a remote army and trading 

post to a major urban center. She was a talented woman who was fluent in 

several foreign languages and was the author of a popular book W9Ui@yQf 
based on her family's travels through the^dwestern frontier prior to 

settling in Chicago



Juliette Gordon enjoyt j priveleged upbringing which eluded extensive 

domestic and European travel and attendance at boarding and finishing 

schools in Virginia and New YorK. Early on she exhibited talent as an 

artistr and throughout her life she worKed to develop her skills in several 
mediums including painting? sculpting? and ornamental iron-working. As a 

young adult she became almost completely deaf as the result of ear 
infections. In 1886? she married William MacKay Low? the son of Andrew Low? 

a socially prominent and wealthy English merchant and business associate of 
her father. Andrew Low maintained a house in Savannah on Lafayette Square 

(the Andrew Low House) as part of his business. This house? which William 

Low inherited from his father along with his fortune? bacame the couple's 

American residence.

After 1887 the Lows lived primarily in England and Scotland. They also 

traveled extensively in Europe. Having married into a prominent and wealthy 

Efritish family? Mrs. Low became a member of England's most exclusive social 
circles. William Low? for example? was a close friend of the Prince of 
Wales? and in 1889? Julliette Low was presented to Queen Victoria at the 

Court of St. James. The early years of the marriage were apparently quite 

happy? but by the mid-1890s there were problems? including a series of 
clandestine affairs by William and his growing alcoholism. These problems 

worsened over the years? and Mrs. Low finally decided to seek a divorce. 
Before she could initiate formal legal proceedings? however? William Mackay 

Low died in 1905.

After her husband's death and a grueling? but ultimately successful? court 
battle for her rightful share of his estate? Mrs. Low returned to her 
cosmopolitan lifestyle. After 1906? she spent the winters in the United 

States? dividing her time between periods of residence in the Andrew Low 

house in Savannah and visits to relatives elsewhere in the country. Much of 
the rest of her time was spent in England where she resumed her extremely 

active social life. She also continued to travel extensively? not only in 

America and Europe? but also in more exotic places such as Egypt and India. 
Sculpting became the major focus of her artistic skills during this period. 
Her passionate interest in this art form led her in 1911 to a chance 

meeting? and ultimately close friendship? with another amateur sculptor? 

General Sir Robert Baden-Powell? founder and leader of the Boy Scouts in 

England. She also met his sister? Agnes? who was in charge of the Girl 
Guides? a similar organization for girls. From these relationships? Mrs.



Low d.eveloped the idea for establishing a similar organisation for American 
■girlsf

At the time Mrs. Low met Baden-Powell, he was an'
extremely popular public figure in Great Britain due to the success of the
Boy Scouts which he founded in 1908 and also because of his earlier
distinguished military career. Many of the guiding principo^l* of the

English Boy Scout movement were adaptations of Baden-F'owel1's theories on
training and commanding troops^ especially his beliefs about the character-
building benefits of conferring responsibility upon individuals and training
them in rigorous outdoor sKills such as scouting and tracking. Baden-Powell
was also influenced by American youth organizations such as Ernest Thomas

2Seton's 'Woodcraft Indians’ and Daniel Beard's 'Sons of Daniel Boone.'
Unlike these organizations? however? which tended to glorify the outdoors
and wilderness skills for their own sakes? Baden-Powell's Boy Scouts
emphasized the outdoors as a means of building character and the qualities
of good citizenship. This was true also of the Boy Scouts of America?

3founded in 1910 and patterned largely on the English model.

The popularity of the Boy Scouts in Great Britain was so great that there
was' an almost immediate demand for a similar organization for girls. This
need was met in 1910 by the formation of the Girl Guides which operated as
part of the overall Boy Scout organization but under the supervision of

4
Baden-Powell's sister? Agnes. Thus Juliette Gordon Low not only had the 

opportunity to be directly exposed to Baden-Powell and his ideas? she 

actually established Girl Guide troops in Scotland and London during the 

summer and fall of 1911 and was thoroughly taken with the idea of Girl 
Guiding.

Plans to establish the Girl Guides in the United States apparently came to 

fruition early in 1912 during Mrs. Low's annual winter voyage to America. 
Baden-Powell was on the same ship en route to America as part of a world 

tour on behalf of the Boy Scout movement? and it is likely that he 

encouraged Mrs. Low about the Girl Guides since after reaching the United 

States he contacted individuals in New York and elsewhere about providing 

assistance to Mrs. Low for the establishment of the Girl Guides. When Mrs. 
Low arrived in Savannah? she contacted Miss Nina Anderson Pape? a cousin and 

principal of a local girls' school? and discussed with her the possibility



of forming several troo|^_ of Girl Guides in Savannah. ha.3S Pape's response 

was positive, and she informed Mrs. Low that there was already a group of 
girls in Savannah who met informally with a local naturalist, W. J. Hoxie, 
who instructed them in bird watching, plant identification^and other similar 

outdoor skills. In early March Mrs. Low met informally with these girls at 
her parents' home (the Uayne-Gordon House) to find out if they would like to 

become Girl Guides. Their affirmative response led Mrs. Low to move ahead 

with her plans, and on March 12, 1912 in her own home (the Andrew Low House) 
she organized the first Girl Guide troop in the United States with eighteen 

girls. Shortly thereafter, she refurbished the carriage house and servants' 
quarters behind the Andrew Low house garden in order for it to be used as a 

meeting place for the Girl Guides. Mrs. Low also converted a vacant lot 
across Drayton Street from the Carriage house to a combination tennis and 

basketball court.

The new organization grew rapidly in Savannah, and within a year over 60 

girls were participating in the activities of the Girl Guides. Mrs. Low 

apparently intended to make the organization national in scope from the very 

beginning, and in 1913 she established a national headquarters in 

Washington, H.C. In that same year she tried to interest the organizers of 
the Campfire Girls in Joining their organization with the Girl Guides under 
the name Girl Scouts. Mrs. Low's plan was rejected by the Campfire Girls, 
but she retained the name Girl Scouts. The first of several versions of the 

Girl Scout handbook. How Girls Can Help Iheir Country, was published in 1913 

by Savannah naturalist W. J. Hoxie. It was an adaptation of the handbook 
for the British Girl Guides by A)i^gnes^'don-F'qwd Sir Robert Baden- 

Powell. During this period Mrs. Low personally bore the administrative 

costs of the Girl Scouts including the salary of a national secretary. She 

also traveled extensively and accepted numerous speaking engagements on 

behalf of the Girl Scouts in order to build a broader base of support for 

the fledgling organization. She also used her many social contacts to 

interest influential people in the Girl Scouts. Her efforts paid off, and 

by 1915 the Girl Scouts was a viable organization with a membership of 
5,000. In that year the Girl Scouts were formally incorporated, and the 

first national Council Meeting was held during which a constitution and 

bylaws were adopted. Mrs. Low was elected President, an office she held 
until 1920. In 1916 the national headquarters was relocated to ^w York 

City where it has remained.



X /
The World War era wu- importa/ft for the Girl Sc

'' U/iJ.0.

Public awareness
of the Girl Scouts increased d<Je to the partici^tion by troops all ^ the 
country 2 in such war-related/volunteer effortX'^as the Red Cross and selling 

war bonds* Membership yo nnd by 1920 there were over 
50,000 members nationwide. That same year, Mrs. Low stepped down as 

President and thereafter was Known officially as the 'The Founder.* She 

also gave up most administrative responsibilities but continued to travel 
extensively in the United States on behalf of the Girl Scouts and to 

represent the organization at foreign meetings. She was largely responsible 

in 1926 for bringing to the United States the Fourth International 
Conference of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, the first time the event had been 

held outside of England.

Mrs. Low died of cancer at her home in Savannah on January 17, 1927. By 

this time the organization she had founded with 18 girls had a national 
membership of over 148,000,

FOOTNOTES

1. Mrs, Low's parents considered William MacKay Low to be unreliable and 
did not favor the marriage,
2, Beard's boyhood home in Covington, Kentucky is a National Historic 
Landmark as is Seton Village, a complex of structures built for Seton in New 
Mexico.
3. The Boy Scouts were established by wealthy Chicago publisher, William D, 
Boyce, after a trip to England during which a Boy Scout rescued him when he 
was lost in a London Fog,
4, Baden-Powell's wife, Olave, assumed leadership of the Girl Guides in 
1916.
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127 

December 19, 1986

Memorandum

To: Chief Historian Bearss

From: Senior Historian Levy

Subject: Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace NHL Boundary Study

You may recall that the attached nomination form derives from the boun
dary survey. McKithan’s original proposal was to Incorporate the 
Andrew Low House into the NHL, which would have made the NHL a substan
tially different property requiring that the nomination form be referred 
to the Advisory Board. With the refusal of the DAR to permit its in
clusion we are back to the original simple case of establishing a boun
dary and clarifying the documentation.

1 have attached a copy of the nomination form if you care to mark it up.
I have found a few typos which I corrected discretely and it is my opinion 
that we not ask for a retype from SERO unless you find something of 
a substantial error.

I propose transmitting a copy of this to Registration, because they are 
responsible for boundary surveys, informing them that this form is 
acceptable to us and requesting that they endorse it, if they can, and 
undertake whatever is necessary to legalize the boundary.

If the DAR desires NHL status for the Andrew Low House, we can consider 
that at a separate time. McKithan believes it may qualify in its on 
right; he has an arguable case.



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32(418)

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

,0£C 3 1 1966

Memorandum

To: Chief of Registration Shull, Interagency Resources Division

From: Chief Historian Bearss

Subject: Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl Scout Headquarters
National Historic Landmark—Boundary Study

Attached you will find the documentation for the boundary study and the text 
revisions for the above referenced National Historic Landmark prepared by 
Senior Historian Johnson of the Southeast Region's Preservation Services 
Division.

Historian McKithan initially proposed to incorporate the Andrew Low House 
into the National Historic Landmark, ^«hich would have made the National His
toric Landmark a substantially different property and required that the form 
be referred to the Advisory Board. But, with refusal of the Colonal Dames 
to permit its inclusion, we are back to square one of establishing a boundary 
and updating the documentation.

Senior Historian Levy and I have reviewed the subject documentation and find 
it meets the standards of the National Historic Landmark program, as well as 
the canons of the profession. We therefore request that 570U take the necessary 
steps to legalize the boundary.

Attachments

-'EC 31 1935



IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Memorandum

To: Chief, History Division, WASO

DEC 12 1986

From: Chief, Preservation Services Division, SERO

Subject: Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National Historic Landmark, 
Savannah, Georgia

Enclosed please find the boundary study and text revisions for the above 
referenced National Historic Landmark (NHL). In August 1986, we forwarded 
to you for comment a draft of this material. At that time we assumed that 
the the Andrew Low House, Mrs. Low's adult residence and site of the first 
Girl Scout meeting, would be included within the NHL boundaries, because the 
owner of the property. The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America 
in The State of Georgia, had given us an informal indication of interest in 
having the property included in the NHL. Since then, however, the Colonial 
Dames have decided through a formal vote of their membership that they do 
not want the Andrew Low House to be a part of the Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace NHL. Because of this, we have excluded the Andrew Low House from 
the NHL boundaries. The Colonial Dames have Inquired about the process for 
obtaining individual NHL designation for the Andrew Low House, but we have 
informed them in writing that we do not intend to undertake any work on that 
project until they provide us with a definite expression of interest in this 
regard.

Attachment
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NAHONAL RFGtoiabL PROGRAM DIVISION
National Park Service 
Atlanta Federal Center 
1924 Building 
100 Alabama St., SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Fax No: (404) 562-3244 
Tel. No: (404) 562-3172 
FTS No: 841-3172

Number or pages to foUow: J^-r-
Time: ____

Froi

Agency or organisaiiori;
lelephone number (if different from above): 

Subject: _______________________

Desnnaiion Fax Number
Attention: (2^.

Organization: _____________

Remarks/Handfing InstmcSons:



H32 (413)

APR I 6 I98T

NO ITEM TO INSERT

NO ITEM TO INSERT

NO ITEM TO INSERT

The National Park Service has been working to establish boundaries for aH National 
Historic Landmarks for which no ^ctfic boundaries were identified at the time of 
designation and, therefore, are without a ^cifiLc delineation of the amount of property- 
involved. The protections now afforded such properties by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as wdl as possible application of other statutes, make it 
essential that we define a specific boundary for each landmark.

In accordance with -the National Historic Landmark Program regulations, the National 
Park Ser^ce notifies owners, public officials, and other interested partiee, and provides 
the m with an opportunity to m ake co m m ents on the proposed boundary. W e are 
requesting your com ments on the proposed boundary for "the landmark stated above and 
described in the enclosed form.

National Historic Landmark designation has several possible implications, most of which 
derive thorn the automatic listing of landmarks in the Na-tional Register of Historic 
Places. Landmarks are eligible to be considered for Federal grants-in-aid for historic 
preser^tion. All land m arks receive limited protection throu^ co m m ents by the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on the effect of federally funded, assisted, or 
licensed undertakings on historic properiiee. Section 9 of the Mining in the National 
Parks Act of 1976 allows the Secretary of the Interior to request com ments from the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on any surface mining activity that mi^t 
irreparably damage a National Historic Landmark. If a landmark contains coal resources, 
certain provisions of the Surface Mining and Control Act of 1977 make it less likely that 
surface mining of the coal wiH be permitted by the State or Federal government.



A landmark property which is depreciable may be subject to certain provisions of the Tax 
Reform Act of 1986, as authorized by Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the 
Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery 
Tax Act of 1981, and the Tax Reform Act of 1984. These acts contain provisions 
intended to encourage the preservation of depreciable historic structures by allowing 
favorable tax treatments for rehabilitation. As of January 1, 1987, the Tax Reform Act 
of 1986 provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a fuU ac^ustment to basis 
for rehabilitating historical com mercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. The 
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides for Federal tax deductions for charitable 
contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in historically important land 
areas or structures.

Federal law does not prohibit private property owners from maintaining, managing, or 
di^XDsing of their property as they choose, provided that no Federal assistance is 
involved. However, State or local ordinances or laws, which may restrict or control the 
use or the development of historic property, vary from place to place. We recom mend 
that you contact the State Historic Preservation Office to discuss if there are any such 
ordinances or laws which would impact on this landmark. Furthermore, the Federal 
government, through the National Park Service, is not trying to acquire the land on which 
the National Historic Landmark is located.

We would appreciate receiving any com ments that you care to make on the proposed 
boundary within 60 days of the date of this letter. Please address your reply to; Jerry L. 
Rogers, Associate Director, Cultural Resources, and Keeper of the National Register, 
National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127; Attention: Chief 
of Registration.

Because National Historic Landmarks possess significance for all Americans, they are 
among the most important of the tangible reminders of our country's rich heritage. 
Designation honors both the landmark itself and the individuals and organizations who 
have worked to preserve it.

Vie are pleased to inform you of the status of the pending National Historic Landmark 
boundary delineation and look forward to your reply. If you have any questions, our staff 
can assist you (202-343-9549).

We appreciate your interest in the National Historic Landmarks Program and your 
cooperation in this project.

Sincerely

Card D. Shun 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Interagency Resources Division

Enclosure



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32 (413)

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

We are pleased to inform you that the boundary proposed for the 
above property has been formally established by the National Park 
Service. The property is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is eligible for the benefits of listing 
described in earlier correspondence. We gave careful 
consideration to the comments we received and in some cases the 
documentation or boundary has been revised if the National Park 
Service concurred with the comments. The date of the Keeper of 
the National Register's signature on the enclosed form is the 
date the boundary was formally established.
We appreciate your cooperation and interest in the National 
Historic Landmarks program.

Sincerely, i t
QojUL XD,
Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Interagency Resources Division

Enclosure



Mr. John P. Ro\Jsakis 
Mayor
P.O. Box 1027 
Savannah, Georgia 31402

Mr. Charles C. Brooks 
Chairman, County Commissioners 
P.O. Box 8161 
Savannah, Georgeia 31412

Honorahle Lindsay Thomas
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorahle Wyche Powler, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorahle Sam Nunn 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Mr. Robert M. Baker 
Regional Director 
Southeast Regional Office 
75 Spring Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. J. Leonard Ledbetter
Com missioner. Department of Natural
Resoiirces
1252 Ployd Towers East 
205 Butler Street, SE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Ms. Prances Hesselhein 
National Executive Director 
Girl Scouts of the USA 
830 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022

Ms. Gafl. Kiracose 
Executive Director 
Girl Scout C ounciL of Savannah 
428 BuH Street
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Thank you. for your latter of April 23# 1937, to Jerry L. Rogers 
regarding ti%e boundaries proposed by the National Park Service ; 
foe the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National Historic “
Landmark, Your letter has been to this office tor consideration

■'..'and ■ response. ' ' ■' ’ " . ..,'x'x’-.-.
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Ww appreciate that you took the time to review the proposed 
boundary for this National Historic Landmark, Your luttur, will 

■ be made part ot tiie permanent reeped. When the • coiRiaent period 
ends and all cernsneftts >iaye been reviewed# we will notify you oS, 
the final approval of the boundary.

- ' X.
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• .‘xy.

We appreciate your interest in the National Slstorid Landiaarks 
Progrhm,

Sincerely,
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V
Commissioners of Chatham County

CHARLES C. BROOKS
CHAIRMAN

AL HENDERSON, district 3
VICE CHAIRMAN

DOROTHY PELOTE, district s
CHAIRMAN PRO-TEM

PATRICK G. SALERNO
COUNTY MANAGER

CHARLES BARROW
COUNTY ATTORNEY

MRS. JIMMIE L. SZOKE
COUNTY CLERK

CHATHAM COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
133 MONTGOMERY STREET 

P. O. BOX 8161
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31412

(912) 944-4984

April 1987

FRANK WOOTEN
DISTRICT 1

JOE MURRAY RIVERS
DISTRICT 2
ROBERT L. McCORKLE
DISTRICT 4
DEANIE FRAZIER
DISTRICT 5
HERB JONES
DISTRICT 6
JAMES M. DeLOACH
DISTRICT 7

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resources Division
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Thank you for notifying the Chatham County Commission of the pro
posed boundary for the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National 
Historic Landmark (Reference H32/413). As I understand your 
letter, the National Register of Historic Places is seeking 
comments for designating specific boundaries for this landmark, 
as required by the National Historic Landmark program.

Chatham County respectfully yields official comment to the City 
of Savannah since this particular landmark comes more properly 
under the city|s jurisdiction because of its location within its 
incorporated limits. The property also assumes importance as a 
valuable part of the city's historic district and must follow its 
strict requirements.

As an aside, all of Chatham County takes great pride in the 
community's historical ties to Juliette Gordon Low and family and 
the Girl Scouts of America. The community considers itself 
special and fortunate that we possess such a tangible reminder of
an import

Sincer

America's past, present and future.

Char](^^ C. Brooks, Chairman 
Chatham County Commission

cc: The Honorable John Rousakis, Mayor of Savannah 
Gail Kiracofe

APR 2 8 m
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Mr. J. Ifconacd Ledastter 
Stata Historic Preservation Officer 
Georgia Department of Natural itesoorces 
205 Butler Btreet, S.E., Suit® 1352 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
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Dear Hr. Ledbetter:
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Thank you for your office’s letter of April 23, 1987, to Jerry L, 
kogers regarding the boundaries proposed by the National Park 
Service for the Juliette GoreJon Low Birthplace National Historic 
Landmark, Xour latter has been to this office for consideration 
and response-.

■r«

' "- 4^ ..: Ji

■■••>•-

ft: %■

appreciate that you took the tim.r to cevi-aw tbe proposed 
boundary for this Nation-ai Historic Landmark. Your letter wlli 
bo made part of the permanent record, Irfbon the comment period 
ends and all comments have been reviewed, we will notify you of 
the final approval of the boundary.

,'k

%
Vie appreciate your interest in the National Historic Landmarka 
Program.

p-■'
iK'--

Siricere

.ft" '1^ 1.
tpwmm

Carol D. Shull ^
Chief of iiegistration
National kegister of Historic Places
Interagency Mosources Division
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J. Leonard L^better, Commissioner

Georgia Department of Natural Resources
205 Butler Street, S.E., Suite 1352, Atlanta, Georgia 30334

O.R. Cothran, III, Director, Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites Division
404/656-2770

April 23, 1987

Jerry Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 
National Park Service 
P. 0, Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Attention; Chief of Registration

RE: Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace,
Savannah, Chatham County, Ga.

Dear Jerry:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
boundary for this National Historic Landmark.

We believe that the proposed boundary, based on the current 
legal description of the properties in question, is appropriate.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Lyon, Deputy
State Historice Preservation Officer

EAL:rc:je

APR 2 8
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Mr. Arthur A. Mendonsa
City Manager
City of Savannah
Office of the City Manager
P.O. Box 1027
Savannah, Georgia 31402

A-:

. :• f- may 2 8 1987

5^
.c‘-

Deiir Mr, Mendonsa;
-y.m,'

Thank you for your letter of /vpril 29, 1987, to Jerry L, Rogers 
regarding the boundaries proposed by the Rational Park Service 
for the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National Historic 
Landmark. Your letter has been to this office for consideration 
and response.

We appreciate that you took the time to review the proposed 
boundary for this National Historic Landmark. Your letter will 
be made part of the permanent record. When the coraraent period , 
ends and all comments have been reviewed, we will notify you of 
the final approval of the boundary.

Vie appreciate your interest in the National Historic Landmarks 
Program. ,,

. .... ^ 
■ ■ -r

Sincerely,

Carol P. Shull (Sgd.)

. ' ■'* " > ■■ J

‘ v: >,i- ■Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of historic Places 
Interagency Resources Division
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OTY OF SA/ANNAH 
office of the city manager 

p. o box 1027 savannah, georgb 31402

April 29, 1987

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers 
Associate Director 
Cultural Resources,

and Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Post Office Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Attention: Chief of Registration

Re: Comments on proposed verbal boundary description for
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl Scout 
Headquarters; originally designated landmarks 
June 23, 1963

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
boundaries descriptions for these two important landmarks. I 
believe these were the first National Historic Landmarks 
designated in Savannah, followed by The National Historic 
Landmark District in 1966. The Girl Scouts have been leaders 
in Historic Preservation in Savannah, and their site attracts 
thousands of visitors each year to the Historic District.

We have no comment on the proposed boundary description 
#(1) for the Wayne-Gordon House Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace. 
The only comment we would have on boundary description #(2), 
First Girl Scout Headquarters, is that it would appear that the 
description is for the improveiiients only, rather than the 
entire width (60' +/- along Drayton Street) of the west portion 
of trust lot 14, on which the improvement is situated.

We are pleased that these two fine properties continue to 
be interpreted and maintained for the benefit of all visitors 
to Savannah.

Sincerely yours.

MAY 7198/
Arthur A.' Mendonsa 
Gity Manager
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' JACK KINGSTON 
1st District, Georgia
WASHINGTON OFFICE 
1507 Longworth Buildifig 
Washington, DC 20515 
(2021225-5031 
(202) 226-2259 FAX

BRUNSWICK OFFICE 
Federal Building, Room 304 
SOS Gloucester Street 
Brunswick, 3A 31920 
(912)265-9010 
(912) 265-9013 FAX

RPP STEWPiRD/PRRTNERSHIP

m
(TonsrEss of the Bnitcd States

1rlOUB£ of K£pr£SCntatiD£S
May 5,1997

404 331 2639 P.02

Committee On Appropriations

SAVANNAH OFFICE 
The Enterprise Building 

6605Aberccrn St, Suite 102 
Savannah, GA 31405 

(912)3S2-0101 
(912) 352-010SFAX

STATESBORO OFFICE 
Federal Building, Room 220 

Statesboro, GA 30468 
(912)489-8797 

(912) 764-8549 FAX

Mr. Cecil N. McKithan, Chief 
National Register Programs Division 
United States Department Of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1924 Building Atlanta Federal Center 
100 Alabama Street, S.W., 5th Floor 
Atianta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. McKithan:

I am writing to express my support of the National Landmark designation for the Andrew Low 
House in Savannah, Georgia. I am extremely pleased that this Historical House is located in the 
First Congressional District of Georgia. As a matter of fact, I was suiprised to learn that it was 
not already designated as a Landmark.

The Andrew Low House was designed in 1849 by John Norris for Andrew Low, a cotton 
merchant with offices in both Savannah and Liverpool, England. As you are aware, Mr. Norris 
also designed the Green-Meldrim House which is designated as a Landmark. The Andrew Low 
House was the married home of Juliette Gordon Low, the founder of the Girls Scouts of 
America- It was during her tenure in this house, that she contributed her life to and became the 
founder of the Girls Scouts.

The Andrew Low House has been a tourist attraction for many years. This house is visited by 
approximately 35,000 tourist a year. National and International historical hero’s such as Robert 
E. Lee and William Makepeace Thackery have stayed at this stunning house. This past summer, 
Elizabeth Dole requested assistance from my office to help her visit this house.

The National Society of the Colonial Dames, now maintains this house as the state headquarters. 
The tradition of high artistic value and architectural integrity of this house has been a positive 
influence for so many people as they have had the opportunity to become familar with its beauty 
and historical value.
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Tha^ you for your consideration for the Andrew Low House to be designated as a National

JK/plm

cc; Beth Reiter 
Helen Steward

Sincerely,

l(ack Kingston 

Menrfberof Congress

TOTRL P.03



Bob Blythe To: Patty Henry/WASO/NPS@NPS
cc:al ^ ^ :13 AM EDT Subject: Digitized version of Juliette Gordon Lowe birthplace NHL nomination

Patty,
Just a reminder that you were going to get this scanned for me. No rush--l won't be able to work on it until 
October!
Thanks,
Bob

UaJT' yL-rncuJl 3n



I United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H34 (SERO CRD)

March 18, 2005

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 

Atlanta Federal Center 
1924 Building 

100 Alabama St., S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Chief, National Register Programs, WASO 

Chief, History, Southeast Region

Memorandum 

To:

From:

Subject: Draft nomination for Juliette Gordon Low National Historic Landmark

We are pleased to enclose the subject draft nomination, which expands the existing 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace National Historic Landmark (NHL) to include the 
Andrew Low House. We have also sent the draft to the National Society of The Colonial 
Dames of America in the State of Georgia and the Girl Scout Council of Savannah for 
their concurrent review. A courtesy copy is also being sent to the Georgia State Historic 
Preservation Office.

There are a few sections of the form that remain to be completed, but we wanted to get 
the reviews done in plenty of time to get the nomination on the Fall agenda of the 
Landmarks Committee. Please forward your comments on the draft NHL nomination to 
us so that we may make any necessary revisions.

Enclosure

cc:
John Sprinkle, Chief Historian, National Historic Landmark Survey

Take PRiDE*fe—> IN^M ERICA^^:^



Patty,

Marti Gerdes

^>orAof^ LouO ’Aom^'S

"Scx\/ ^ Cj^

To: patty_henry@nps.gov
06/06/2005 05:55 PM 
EDT Subject: Andrew Low House nomination

Thanks for taking the time to chat with me last week about the status of the Low House nomination.

Here is the information you requested for contacting the owners of the three buildings:

For the Andrew Low House:
Mrs. Royce Augustine Hoyle, President
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia 
(yes all those capitalizations are correct!)
Andrew Low House 
329 Abercorn Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401 
912-233-1828 phone

For the carriage house:
Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO
The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, Georgia, Inc.
127 Abercorn Street
Suite 400
Savannah, Georgia 31401 
912-236-1571 phone

f^ar>

l0 6. Ne-

I'm still awaiting info from the birthplace on who and where to send a letter there.

Thanks,
Marti

Marti Gerdes
Historian, Cultural Resources Stewardship 
Southeast Region Office, National Park Service 
100 Alabama St. N.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303
office; (404) 562-3117 ext. 606
cell: (541) 337-3659

MaNiDf

1^12. - 

f*.o- fiof'
2)l‘4-02^ ~?:Zipcoc(ju



Marti Gardes 
06/20/2005 01:58 PM
EOT

Hi again, Patty,

To: patty_henry@nps.gov 
cc:

Subject: The correct list - JG Low NHL owners

The email I just sent you is also not correct. Sigh. So, I've straightened it all out and here is the 
correct and complete list, cross my heart:

Carriage House owner is:

Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO
The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, Georgia, Inc.
127 Abercom St.
Savannah, GA 31401 
912-236-1571

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace:

Fran Harold
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
10 E. Ogelthorpe 
Savannah, GA 31401 
(912) 233-4501

Andrew Low House:

Mrs. Royce Augustine Hoyle, President
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia 
Andrew Low House 
329 Abercom St.
Savannah, GA 31401 
912-233-1828

Best regards, 
Marti

Historian, Cultural Resources Stewardship 
Southeast Region Office, National Park Service 
100 Alabama St. N.W., 1924 Building, Atlanta, GA 30303 
office: (404) 562-3117 ext. 606, cell: (541) 337-3659 
fax: (404) 562-3202

"One hundred years from now, as people look back on our use of this continent, we shall not be praised 
for our reckless use of its oil, nor the loss of our forests; we shall be heartily damned for all these things.



June 24, 2005

Dear Patty,

Enclosed please find site maps and floor plans as you had requested for the Juliet Gordon 
Low properties.

No one appears to have a floor plan of the carriage house, but I believe you said that was 
not as important as the other information.

I am still working on ascertaining the total acreage for all properties and will forward that 
to you as soon as I have that information.

Again, thanks for all your help on this project.

Best regards.

Marti Gerdes
Historian, Cultural Resources Division



Marti Gerdes
06/10/2005 10:27 AM 
EDT

To: Patty Henry/WASO/NPS@NPS 
cc:

Subject: commemorative gra©

Hi Patty,

How is this for the info you requested:

In addition, the birthplace has become a commemorative site for the Girls Scouts organization to 
honor Juliette Gordon Low. Approximately 10,000 Girl Scouts every year travel to the birthplace 
for a day-long “Girl Scout Heritage Visit.” The experience includes orientations to Mrs. Low’s 
life and her era, an in-depth house tour, and a “Girl Scout’s Own” ceremony in the historic 
garden. The visit includes two-hour hands-on living history activities corresponding to Juliette’s 
own experiences as a girl growing up in the house, with some activities taken from the early Girl 
Scout Handbook. The girls earn a Birthplace Pin for their heritage visit to the house. The 
birthplace also hosts three-day training events for adult Girl Scouts (council staff, leaders, etc.) 
several times each year.

Marti Gerdes
Historian, Cultural Resources Stewardship 
Southeast Region Office, National Park Service 
100 Alabama St. N.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303
office: (404) 562-3117 ext. 606
cell: (541)337-3659



Photographs

Juliette Gordon Low Historic District 
Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia

Andrew Low House 
February 2005
Photographers: Marti Gerdes, Robert Blythe

Andrew Low House

1. East (front) and south elevations
2. North and east (front) elevations
3. South elevation
4. Parterre garden in front of house, camera facing southwest
5. Front entry on east elevation
6. Dry moat and stairs, east (front) elevation, camera facing south
7. West elevation
8. Wall enclosing rear courtyard with Carriage House beyond, camera facing west
9. Staircase, first floor hall, camera facing west
10. Bracket, first floor hall
11. Door surround, library (southeast room, first floor
12. Mantel, northwest (back) parlor, first floor

Andrew Low Carriage House (First Girl Scout Headquarters) 

13. West elevation, camera facing northeast
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Birthplace floor plans
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO;

Notice of a Study to Determine Potential for Designation
as a

National Historic Landmark

$4 %

The National Park Service is pleased to announce that a study is being conducted on the 
following property to determine its potential for designation as a National Historic Landmark:

Juliette Gordon Low Historic District 
Savannah, GA

National Historic Landmarks are nationally significant places that illustrate important themes, 
persons, or events in American history. The National Historic Landmarks Program recognizes 
properties of national significance in the Nation’s history, architecture, archeology, engineering 
and culture. Once reviewed by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior, each landmark may request an official bronze plaque from the National 
Park Service that recognizes this high distinction.

When the study is completed and scheduled for review by the National Park System Advisory 
Board, you will receive a copy of the nomination and have 60 days to comment in writing, if you 
so desire. After the 60-day period, the nomination and any comments received will be submitted 
to the National Park System Advisory Board.

For your information, we have enclosed a brochure that describes the National Historic 
Landmarks Program and a fact sheet that describes the effects of designation.

For further information on the National Historic Landmarks program, including the designation 
process, please contact: Dr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, National Historic Landmarks 
Survey, National Register, History and Education (2280), 1849 C Street, N.W., NC 400, 
Washington, D.C. 20240. For questions on this specific study contact Dr. John H. Sprinkle, at 
the above address, or call 202/354-2228.

Additional information on the National Historic Landmarks Program is available at: 
www.cr.nps.gov/nhl.
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Mrs. Royce Augustine Hoyle, President 
The National Society of the Colonial Dames 
of American in the State of Georgia 
329 Abercorn Street 
Savannah, GA 31401

Mayor of Savannah 
Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D.
P.O. Box 1027 
Savannah, GA 31402

Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO 
The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, 
Georgia, Inc.
127 Abercorn Street, Suite 400 
Savannah, GA 31401

The Honorable John Barrow 
266 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515

siaqei ssajppv ®AM3AV^

Fran Harold, Director 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
10 E. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, GA 31401

Representative Saxby Chambliss 
416 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative Johnny Isakson 
120 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Department of Natural Resources 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Suite 1252 East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334

®09lSJOja}Biduiaiasn paaj Mioouis
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
H3417

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
Atlanta Federal Center 

1924 Building 
100 Alabama St., S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 / pTr;'
^ Juiy 21, 2005'' -

Memorandum 

To:

From:

Subject:

Patty Henry, Historian, National Historic Landmark Program, WASO

Bob Blythe, Chief, History, SERO

National Historic Landmark nomination 
Juliette Gordon Low Historic District

Attached is a revised version of the nomination expanding the boundary of the Juliette 
Gordon Low National Historic Landmark (NHL) to include the Andrew Low House.
Also enclosed is a marked USGS map and a data disk with the text of the nomination. I 
will get black and white prints made within the next two weeks and forward them to you.
I believe that Marti Gerdes has already provided you with site plans and floor plans.

The revised nomination addresses comments from the NHL program staff and comments 
we received from the owners of the three properties covered in the nomination. The 
nomination has been considerably improved in that it clarifies that Mrs. Low was not 
residing at the Andrew Low House in 1912 when she formed the Girl Guides (later the 
Girl Scouts). This was, however, her Savannah residence from 1918 until her death in 
1927 and was used by her in her work with the Scouts during those ten years. We have 
also added material on architects William Jay and Detlef Lienau and expanded the 
description of the Wayne-Gordon House beyond the limited information contained in the 
original NHL nomination. Overall, 1 think the significance statement succeeds in placing 
the Scouting movement into a broader context of the social history of the early 20* 

century.

Marti will not be back in the office until August 8. If you need anything additional on this 
nomination in the interim, please get in touch with me.

Attachments

TakeIN^MERICA^^^
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National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Southeast Regional Office 
Cultural Resources

V

100 Alabama Street SW 
Atlanta GA 30303

404 562-3117 phone 
404 562-3202 fax

Cultural Resources Division Pax

To:

Fax number: 

From;

Date:

Pages to follow:

Comments:

c2.62* 0^71.

fr-)

(fsJttAy-** k-fUrwO"

^ULA^Ajl- "tr ^ Uj/ A Wftf. Q-a*s

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places savedTjy the American people so that ail may experience our heritage.
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12 August 2005

FAX FROM
Anna Habersham Wright Smith 
B. Arts, M. Arch, R.I.B.A.
128 West Taylor Street 
Savannah GA 31401 
TEL: (912) 234-8919
FAX; (912) 233-2543 (also Andrew Low House fax 1-912-233-9239)
e-mail; factQrswalk@earthlink.net 
web site: factorswalk.com

FAX TO: 1-404-562-3202
Mr. Robert Blythe, Chief, history, Southeast Region,
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office 
Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building 
100 Alabama Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia, 30303

RE” H3417LANDMARK NOMINATION FOR JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 
ANDREW LOW HOUSE

Dear Mr. Blythe,

Thank you for you phone call regarding the shortness of time we have to revise the 
report. Because of this, I am sending you as much as I have done so you can have a 
head start on making use of it. This incorporates a lot of new information and I hope it is 
of assistance to you. As time permits I will try to gel more to you, but this represents the 

most critical part.

Sincerely yours,
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....

Andrew Low House

July 29,2005

f riD»T' I <5>l.

•IVvA,

Mr. Robert W. Blythe 
Chief, History, Southeast Region 
United States Department of the Inteiior 
NaiionBl Park Service 
Southeast Re^onal Office 
Atlanta Federal Center 
1924 Building 
100 Alabama Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE:H3417
Nomination for the Juliette Gordon Historic District National Historic landmark.

Dear Mr. Blythe,

Thank you so much for your letter of 22 July 2005 and accompanying report. We greatly 
appreciate the oppoituniiy to review the nomination, having performed extensive new 
studies on foe Andrew Low House in prqiaiation for onr conservation effort, paitially 
funded by a grant from Save America's Treasures. We will carefully go through your 
impressive document and send you suggested revisions wifo source footnotes in the next 
three weeks. This should give you time to incozpoiate them into your final iqxni to be 
presented to the National Park Service Landmarks Committee in October if you so wish.

Again, thank you for your interest and help.

Sincerely yours,

Maijoiie M. Simpson ^Irs. John E. Simpson)
Phairman
Andrew Low House Committee

MMS/ac

529 Abercorn Street • Savannah, Georgia 3iiO] • 912-253-6854
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. 1

Exterior
The house is free-standing, two stories on raised basement, and surrounded on all sides 
by a shallow flagstone dry "moai.” Brick stairs rise the half story from the moat at three 
comers leading to a fonnal partenre garden in front and a paved courtyard in back- The 
moat and garden are surrounded on. three sides by the original ornate cast-iron fence set 
on rectangular brownstone blocks. The main Hitrance from Abercom Street is through an 
original double-leaf iron gate. The ironwork fence curves to end at the stucco-ovex- 
masonry courtyard walls leading down Charlton and Macon Streets to the Carriage House 
wings. Two iron gates lead into the courtyard one north, one south- At the west end of the 
courtyard, and separated from it by a diaphanous brick wall of “drop-stitch” masonry, 
stands a atucco-over-brick two-story Carriage House with 20lh century single story 
wings. The north wing of the carriage house, Juliette Low’s garage, was sold in 1928 by 
her estate to the NSCD A in GA as part of the Low House lot, the rest of the carriage 
house was left to The Savannah Council of Girl Scouts in her will. The NSCDA in GA 
built the “drop-stilch” wall in 1929 to replace an existing picket fence. In 1939, the 
NSCDA in GA donated the garage to the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts to convert into 
a museum to Juliette Low.

The flve-bay entrance facade of the Low House faces east on Abercom Street. 
Brownstone steps rise the half story from the front garden to the parlor floor, supported 
by half arches across the “moat.” Two cast iron lions flank the foot of the stairs. The 
handrails are not original.^ A shallow balcony extends across the east facade on either 
side of this central stairs. Set an ornate iron brackets, they are surrounded by ornate cast 
iron railings, with intricate meanders and guillochc detailing.^ In contrast, the central 
shallow stone entrance portico features an unadorned brownstone pediment above a pair 
of fluted colunons in the style of the “Tower of the Winds,” a second-century B.C. 
structure in Athens, Greece,* The Low house column and pilaster capitals, both inside 
and out, consist of vertical lotus leaves superimposed at the base wifri curled acanthus 
leaves. The studded wooden double door with narrow panels slightly inset is in antis (i.e., 
recessed). Four fluted pilasters, also with lotus and acanthus leaf capitals, support an 
entablature with egg-and dart and leaf molding and full four-pane transom overhead. 
Four-pane side-lights frame the door.

The windows are vertically proportioned, 4/4 double-hung for basement and second 
floor, 4/6 double-hung for parlor floor. Wide center muntins have a vertical groove 
giving the appearance of casement windows. A hinged flap allows die lower 6 pane 
parlor sash to fully open, giving access to the east balconies and south porch. Five of the

' SavBxuufa luKiscBpe andiitect Cleimont Lee prepared the restoration plan for the garden in 1952, and 
applied this term to the openwork eheckerboBid pattem of the wall. The NSCD A in GA built the wall 
around 1930 to replace an existizig picket fence. A gate connecting the courtyard to the garage has been 
filled in with dropstick brickwork, and Ibe niche over the fountain enlarged to accommodate a figurine by 
Juliette Low.
^ Do not appear in foe HABS photographs or sketch by Christopher Muiphey. The present handrails are of 
the same style as foe other railings installed duriog the 1952 work on the courtyard by dermont Lee.
^ A rumung omameotal decoration of interlaced bands that forms a pattern of circles oi loops. Used on 
other Norris bouses.
* This style was popular with Norris. Used on the Savannah Custom House.
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lower sashes have been converted into French doors. The roof is low-pitched pyramidal, 
with narrow wooden brackets under broad eaves. The masonry walls of the house are 
stuccoed and scored to resemble stone. Four rectangular ahicco-ovcr-brick chimneys rise 
through the roof overhang, each serving a. stack of three Hieplaces directly below. The 
odd fir^lace in the second floor children’s room occurs in die middle of the north fa9ade, 
and had a small discrete chimney of its own between the two larger ones. This has been 
removed in the last twenty years. The south fafade has a cast iron porch on the parlor 
floor with a pagoda style roof. This porch, the same shallow depth as the east facing 
balconies, is also supported by cast iron brackets and features (he same railings and 
details, only expanded into six bays, with columns and &ieze of meander and guilloche 
pattern, of the same height as the four windows behind. Cast iron grilles of same pattern 
guard the lower portions of the north fefade’s first-floor windows.

The west, or rear, elevation of the house consists of a five-bay, three-tiered, deep porch 
rising the full height of the bouse. It is supported by six square brick and masonry 
columns with shutters the full height of the first and second floors. When all these 
shutters are closed, the house presents an imposing but elegant face to the private 
courtyard, which is surfaced with squared flagstone pavers and brick. Brick steps dating 
from 19S2 lead up the museum shop and video viewing area, created in 1996 by 
enclosing the parlor floor porch wi^ removable plastic panels hidden by the shutters.
One enters from the shop into the back hall of the house through the original four-panel 
wood door with four-pane sidelights and brownstone stepped threshold. There is no 
transom, as the door is directly below the stair landing. The exterior shutters and 
ironwork grills on all elevations are painted lava gray, in contrast to terra cotta stucco of 
the house and the black garden ironwork fence. Edward Vason Jones chose this color 
scheme in the 1979.

Interior
All three floors have a central hall. The ground floor/basemeni is devoted to offices for 
the house museum and for The National Society of The (Colonial Dames of America in 
the State of Georgia, To the north are two large rooms (a servants bedroom to the west 
and a laundry to the east in Juliette’s time) divided by a bathroom (formerly a storeroom). 
At the east end of the hall is a mechanical room, formerly another storeroom. There is a 
brick-lined well directly beneath the front wall. The south side contained the original 
kitchen to the west, and children’s dining room to the east, divided, as is the first/parlor 
floor above, by a butler’s pantry (originally with dumb-waiter), and graceful curved 
servants’ stair. The original Egyptian marble mantel remains in the children’s dining 
room, as does the original bell system used to summon servants. Each room had its own 
bell with a distinct tone. A second narrow stairs, directly below the main stairs, joins the 
basement and first floors balls.

On the parlor (first) floor, a central hall runs from front to back (east to west). There are 
two main rooms on each side. Doorways in the hall have pediments and pilasters 
repeating the Tower-of-the-Winds motif. A handsome staircase with an octagonal turned 
newel post rises at the rear of the hall along the south wall and curves gracefully at the 
landing. On the north side of this floor are two parlors cormected by a double-width solid

I
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lushogany pocket door; the other doors on parlor level are faux-grained to zesecnble 
mahogany, (note 18) The doorknobs on this floor are silver plated, a Norris signature 
piae. (note 19). The ceiling height of the first/parlor floor is 13’ 8”. The central hall 
ceiling is divided in two by a de^ beam supported by antheraion and scroll brackets. A 
second matching beam with brackets frames the stair opening. The entrance hall ceiling, 
just inside the front door, has a recessed passion flower medallion set inside a frame of 
egg and dart which is in turn sunoimdcd at the wall by a camice of egg and dart and 
anthemion. The central hall ceiling is similarly paneled, hut with a raised medallion 
composed of six caducei alternating with acanthus leaves, which arc repeated in the two 
parlors and dining room. The three dimensional cornices of the first floor are double 
layered, s^arated by a coved recess, the dining room having a floral design and the 
library being plain. Original black Egyptian marble mantels grace the double parlors, 
library, and dining room. Faux marble baseboards and a faux marble hall floorcloth have 
bear added in the 1980’s on the recommendation of Edward Vason Jones. Against the 
east parlor wall is a full hei^t pier mirror, one of a pair given to Juliette and William 
Low as a wedxling present, and specially ordered for this location.

Nonis ingeniously fits the service areas into his monumental classical plan. Hib windows 
of each floor are identical, yet behind the middle south facing basement and parlor floor 
OMS is the steep, curving, servant’s staircase which originally linked all three floors, no 
hint of which is seen from outside, Norris displays the same “can-do" ^proach, used to 
solve the children’s room chimney, in the parlor floor butler’s pantry and adjacent small 
hbtary, These two areas have the same monumental door architraves and moldings as the 
parlors, dining room and hall, but truncated as necessary to allow for wall and stair 
placement. The servant’s stair presently ends at a mezzanine level, its original exit to the 
i^stairs hall now a small mechanical room.

The second (top) floor contains five bedrooms, a large central hall, and the original 
bathing room referred to in the advertisement in the “Savannah Georgian" by John Norris 
of 7 July 1849 offering a reward of $200 "upon conviction of the person or persons, who 
broke into A. Low’s House on the Old Jail Lot, last Saturday night June 30, and cut off 
the lead pipe in the Bathing Room, by which 500 gallons of water was flowed on the 
floor of the 2"** Story, and the ceilings and side walls of the principal story damaged." The 
newsp^er commented that “We learn the dwelling had been plastered in the most 
expensive and tasteful manner, and the dwelling itself is one of the most ornamental and 
substantia] in the city.” The water supply came from roof downspouts, which fed an 
underground cistern from which water was manually pumped back up to an attic cistern. 
Faux grai^g of the baseboards can still be seen. Norris specified these in his plans and 
specifications circa 1857 for the I.S. Florance House (never built). The original lead pipes 
that are under the floor and a piece of the original floorcloth will foim the basis for the 
rwtoralion of the bathing room. An upstairs piazza, enclosed by louvered, operable. 
Shutters runs across the entire west facade of this floor. This was the only place that 
femily members could enjoy the fresh air in dishabille, critical in Savannah’s subtropical 
climate. Juliette Low had enclosed this piazza into two dressing rooms with bathrooms 
divided by an extension to the stairs landing, probably when she moved back in 1918.
The original piazza was restored in 1996 by the NSCDA in GA.
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The southeast bedroom "was the master bedroom for Andrew and Mary Low. She died 
there in childbirth in 1863. Her mother, Eliza Stiles, looked after the four children 
through the rest of the War Between the States and lived in the southwest bedroom. In 
1870 Robert E. Lee stayed in the northwest bedroom, the same visit when a rec^lion 
was given for him in the parlors below. William Low is said to have spent the night 
before his wedding to Juliette in this room. Juhette latex remembered the months spent at 
the Low House after her wedding as the happiest in her life. The author William 
Mackpeace Thackery stayed in the house on two occasiona, in 1853 and 1856 while 
visiting fellow Briton Andrew Low during lecture tours in the United Stales. The desk on 
which he wrote while staying with the Lows is the only ante-bellum original item of 
furniture remaining in the house today.

NOTE; The double roof of the Andrew Low House is original and was probably installed 
as a means of climate control. The 1856 lithographs by R.H. Howell that shows a parget 
roof is so inaccurate, in fact utterly fictitious, in so many ways, that it cannot ovemde the 
evidence to be found on site. The original lower roof rafters extend across the exterior 
walls to form the projecting comice, therefore they cannot have ended inside a raised 
parapet. The 1 inch by 6 inch tongue and grooved boards that form the two roofs are also 
identical. The 1854 hurricane blew the roof sheeting off of the roof, but did not damage 

the roof structure.

NOTE: A November 2004 report on the Bathing Room of the Andrew Low House 
pi^ared by Page Talbott, Ph.D. and Amanda Isaac, supmeedes the one by George Fore.
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Suggested Modifications by Anna Habersham Wright Smith to Report 
For Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Landmark Application

TO: Mr. Robert Blythe, Chief, History, Southeast Region, United States Department of
the Interior, National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office, Atlanta Federal Center,
1924 Building, 100 Alabama Street SW, Atlanta GA, 30303
And Ms. Jody Cook
e-mail jody cook@nps.gov
fax: 1-404-562-3202

From: Anna Habersham Wright Smith, B. Arts, M. Arch., RIBA, RIAI 
Accreditation Chairman, National Museum Properties Committee, The National Society 
of The Colonial Dames of America

Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Historic Landmark- 
Additional information re. NPS Form 10-900. REF: H3417

-Andrew Low House

Pages 7-8, Setting: The city jail, built in 1800-01 (not 1795, that was a federal jail), still 
covered part of the trust lots bought by Savannah merchants Andrew Low and Octavus 
Cohen in 1847. The City made it the purchaser’s responsibility to demolish the jail to 
make room for their respective houses. The Cohen house site is now covered by the 
Lafayette condominiums. Two other mechant’s houses are on the square. These are the 
Battersby-Hartridge-Anderson House, c. 1852 directly across Charlton Street from the 
Andrew Low House, and the John B. Gallic house at 201 East Charlton Street, built in 
1858, diagonally across Abercom Street (pictures on page 162, Historic Savannah, 
Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc.) The Gallic house is possibly also by architect John 
Norris (pages 48, 53. John S. Norris, Architect in Savannah, by Mary Lane Morrison) 
Savannah College of Art and Design has removed the partially collapsed roof of the 
garage on Charlton Street, leaving it a shell.
The NSCDA in GA donated the classical three-tiered cast iron fountain in Lafayette 
Square to the City in 1983.
The trust lot occupied by the Low House is bounded by Drayton Street on the west. East 
Macon (not Harris) Street on the north, Abercom on the east, and East Charlton on the 
south.
The cistern in the attic was filled with water hand pumped up from the cistern in the back 
yard which was in turn filled by water from the roof downspouts. The roof cistern itself is 
higher than the roof gutters.
A Ground Penetrating Radar scan by Brockington and Associates, Inc., Consulting 
Archaeologists, Historians and Cultural Resources Planners, performed on 4-5 April, 
2005, located “an intermittent wall stmcture” in the back courtyard which may be part of 
the footprint of the original jail. A further dig is planned later in the year.
See below re. Roof The 500 gallon, 6 foot square iron cistern sits in the middle of the 
lower attic on joists spanning the main hall. The lower roof barely clears the sides of the 
cistern and has a large access hole above it opening into the upper attic.

Information faxed to Mr. Robert Blythe, National Park Service, on 12 August 2005 re. 
Pages 8-1L Exterior and Interior

August 19, 2005



Suggested Modifications by Anna Habersham Wright Smith to Report 
For Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Landmark Application

Exterior
The house is free-standing, two stories on raised basement, and surrounded on all sides 
by a shallow flagstone dry “moat.” Brick stairs rise the half story from the moat at three 
comers leading to a formal parterre garden in front and a paved courtyard in back. The 
moat and garden are surrounded on three sides by the original ornate cast-iron fence set 
on rectangular brownstone blocks. The main entrance from Abercom Street is through an 
original double-leaf iron gate. The ironwork fence curves to end at the stucco-over
masonry courtyard walls leading down Charlton and Macon Streets to the Carriage House 
wings. Two iron gates lead into the courtyard one north, one south. At the west end of the 
courtyard, and separated from it by a diaphanous brick wall of “drop-stitch” masonry,’ 
stands a stucco-over-brick two-story Carriage House with 20th century single story 
wings. The north wing of the carriage house, Juliette Low’s garage, was sold in 1928 by 
her estate to the NSCDA in GA as part of the Low House lot, the rest of the carriage 
house was left to The Savarmah Council of Girl Scouts in her will. The NSCDA in GA 
built the “drop-stitch” wall in 1929 to replace an existing picket fence. In 1939, the 
NSCDA in GA donated the garage to the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts to convert into 
a museum to Juliette Low.

The five-bay entrance fa9ade of the Low House faces east on Abercom Street. 
Brownstone steps rise the half story from the front garden to the parlor floor, supported 
by half arches across the “moat.” Two cast iron lions flank the foot of the stairs. The 
handrails are not original.^ A shallow balcony extends across the east facade on either 
side of this central stairs. Set on ornate iron brackets, they are surrounded by ornate cast 
iron railings, with intricate meanders and guilloche detailing.^ In contrast, the central 
shallow stone entrance portico features an unadorned brownstone pediment above a pair 
of fluted columns in the style of the “Tower of the Winds,” a second-century B.C. 
stmcture in Athens, Greece.“^ The Low house column and pilaster capitals, both inside 
and out, consist of vertical lotus leaves superimposed at the base with curled acanthus 
leaves. The studded wooden double door with narrow panels slightly inset is in antis (i.e., 
recessed). Four fluted pilasters, also with lotus and acanthus leaf capitals, support an 
entablature with egg-and dart and leaf molding and full four-pane transom overhead. 
Four-pane side-lights frame the door.

The windows are vertically proportioned, 4/4 double-hung for basement and second 
floor, 4/6 double-hung for parlor floor. Wide center muntins have a vertical groove 
giving the appearance of casement windows. A hinged flap allows the lower 6 pane 
parlor sash to fully open, giving access to the east balconies and south porch. Five of the

‘ Savannah landscape architect Clermont Lee prepared the restoration plan for the garden in 1952, and 
applied this term to the openwork checkerboard pattern of the wall. The NSCDA in GA built the wall 
around 1930 to replace an existing picket fence. A gate connecting the courtyard to the garage has been 
filled in with dropstick brickwork, and the niche over the fountain enlarged to accommodate a figurine by 
Juliette Low.
^ Do not appear in the HABS photographs or sketch by Christopher Murphey. The present handrails are of 
the same style as the other railings installed during the 1952 work on the courtyard by Clermont Lee.
^ A running ornamental decoration of interlaced bands that forms a pattern of circles or loops. Used on 
other Norris houses.
“ This style was popular with Norris. Used on the Savannah Custom House.
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Suggested Modifications by Anna Habersham Wright Smith to Report 
For Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Landmark Application

lower sashes have been converted into French doors. The roof is low-pitched pyramidal, 
with narrow wooden brackets under broad eaves. The masonry walls of the house are 
stuccoed and scored to resemble stone. Four rectangular stucco-over-brick chimneys rise 
through the roof overhang, each serving a stack of three fireplaces directly below. The 
odd fireplace in the second floor children’s room occurs in the middle of the north fa9ade, 
and had a small discrete chimney of its own between the two larger ones. This has been 
removed in the last twenty years. The south fa9ade has a cast iron porch on the parlor 
floor with a pagoda style roof This porch, the same shallow depth as the east facing 
balconies, is also supported by cast iron brackets and features the same railings and 
details, only expanded into six bays, with columns and frieze of meander and guilloche 
pattern, of the same height as the four windows behind. Cast iron grilles of same pattern 
guard the lower portions of the north fa9ade’s first-floor windows.

The west, or rear, elevation of the house consists of a five-bay, three-tiered, deep porch 
rising the full height of the house. It is supported by six square brick and masonry 
columns with shutters the full height of the first and second floors. When all these 
shutters are closed, the house presents an imposing but elegant face to the private 
courtyard, which is surfaced with squared flagstone pavers and brick. Brick steps dating 
from 1952 lead up the museum shop and video viewing area, created in 1996 by 
enclosing the parlor floor porch with removable plastic panels hidden by the shutters.
One enters from the shop into the back hall of the house through the original four-panel 
wood door with four-pane sidelights and brownstone stepped threshold. There is no 
transom, as the door is directly below the stair landing. The exterior shutters and 
ironwork grills on all elevations are painted lava gray, in contrast to terra cotta stucco of 
the house and the black garden ironwork fence. Edward Vason Jones chose this color 
scheme in the 1979.

Interior
All three floors have a central hall. The ground floor/basement is devoted to offices for 
the house museum and for The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in 
the State of Georgia. To the north are two large rooms (a servants bedroom to the west 
and a laundry to the east in Juliette’s time) divided by a bathroom (formerly a storeroom). 
At the east end of the hall is a mechanical room, formerly another storeroom. There is a 
brick-lined well directly beneath the front wall. The south side contained the original 
kitchen to the west, and children’s dining room to the east, divided, as is the first/parlor 
floor above, by a butler’s pantry (originally with dumb-waiter), and graceful curved 
servants’ stair. The original Egyptian marble mantel remains in the children’s dining 
room, as does the original bell system used to summon servants. Each room had its own 
bell with a distinct tone. A second narrow stairs, directly below the main stairs, joins the 
basement and first floors halls.

On the parlor (first) floor, a central hall runs from front to back (east to west). There are 
two main rooms on each side. Doorways in the hall have pediments and pilasters 
repeating the Tower-of-the-Winds motif A handsome staircase with an octagonal turned 
newel post rises at the rear of the hall along the south wall and curves gracefully at the 
landing. On the north side of this floor are two parlors connected by a double-width solid
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mahogany pocket door; the other doors on parlor level are faux-grained to resemble 
mahogany, (note 18) The doorknobs on this floor are silver plated, a Norris signature 
piece, (note 19). The ceiling height of the first/parlor floor is 13’ 8”. The central hall 
ceiling is divided in two by a deep beam supported by anthemion and scroll brackets. A 
second matching beam with brackets frames the stair opening. The entrance hall ceiling, 
just inside the front door, has a recessed passion flower medallion set inside a frame of 
egg and dart which is in turn surrounded at the wall by a cornice of egg and dart and 
anthemion. The central hall ceiling is similarly paneled, but with a raised medallion 
composed of six caducei alternating with accinthus leaves, which are repeated in the two 
parlors and dining room. The three dimensional cornices of the first floor are double 
layered, separated by a coved recess, the dining room having a floral design and the 
library being plain. Original black Egyptian marble mantels grace the double parlors, 
library, and dining room. Faux marble baseboards and a faux marble hall floorcloth have 
been added in the 1980’s on the recommendation of Edward Vason Jones. Against the 
east parlor wall is a full height pier mirror, one of a pair given to Juliette and William 
Low as a wedding present, and specially ordered for this location.

Norris ingeniously fits the service areas into his monumental classical plan. The windows 
of each floor are identical, yet behind the middle south facing basement and parlor floor 
ones is the steep, curving, servant’s staircase which originally linked all three floors, no 
hint of which is seen from outside. Norris displays the same “can-do” approach, used to 
solve the children’s room chimney, in the parlor floor butler’s pantry and adjacent small 
library. These two areas have the same monumental door architraves and moldings as the 
parlors, dining room and hall, but truncated as necessary to allow for wall and stair 
placement. The servant’s stair presently ends at a mezzanine level, its original exit to the 
upstairs hall now a small mechanical room.

The second (top) floor contains five bedrooms, a large central hall, and the original 
bathing room referred to in the advertisement in the “Savannah Georgian” by John Norris 
of 7 July 1849 offering a reward of $200 “upon conviction of the person or persons, who 
broke into A. Low’s House on the Old Jail Lot, last Saturday night June 30, and cut off 
the lead pipe in the Bathing Room, by which 500 gallons of water was flowed on the 
floor of the 2" Story, and the ceilings and side walls of the principal story damaged.” The 
newspaper commented that “We leam the dwelling had been plastered in the most 
expensive and tasteful manner, and the dwelling itself is one of the most ornamental and 
substantial in the city.” The water supply came from roof downspouts, which fed an 
underground cistern from which water was manually pumped back up to an attic cistern. 
Faux graining of the baseboards can still be seen. Norris specified these in his plans and 
specifications circa 1857 for the I.S. Florance House (never built). The original lead pipes 
that are under the floor and a piece of the original floorcloth will form the basis for the 
restoration of the bathing room. An upstairs piazza, enclosed by louvered, operable, 
shutters runs across the entire west facade of this floor. This was the only place that 
family members could enjoy the fresh air in dishabille, critical in Savannah’s subtropical 
climate. Juliette Low had enclosed this piazza into two dressing rooms with bathrooms 
divided by an extension to the stairs landing, probably when she moved back in 1918.
The original piazza was restored in 1996 by the NSCDA in GA.
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The southeast bedroom was the master bedroom for Andrew and Mary Low. She died 
there in childbirth in 1863. Her mother, Eliza Stiles, looked after the four children 
through the rest of the War Between the States and lived in the southwest bedroom. In 
1870 Robert E. Lee stayed in the northwest bedroom, the same visit when a reception 
was given for him in the parlors below. William Low is said to have spent the night 
before his wedding to Juliette in this room. Juliette later remembered the months spent at 
the Low House after her wedding as the happiest in her life. The author William 
Mackpeace Thackery stayed in the house on two occasions, in 1853 and 1856 while 
visiting fellow Briton Andrew Low during lecture tours in the United States. The desk on 
which he wrote while staying with the Lows is the only ante-bellum original item of 
furniture remaining in the house today.

NOTE: The double roof of the Andrew Low House is original and was probably installed 
as a means of climate control. The 1856 lithographs by R.H. Howell that shows a parapet 
roof is so inaccurate, in fact utterly fictitious, in so many ways, that it cannot override the 
evidence to be found on site. The original lower roof rafters extend across the exterior 
walls to form the projecting cornice, therefore they cannot have ended inside a raised 
parapet. The 1 inch by 6 inch tongue and grooved boards that form the two roofs are also 
identical. The 1854 hurricane blew the roof sheeting off of the roof, but did not damage 
the roof structure.

NOTE: A November 2004 report on the Bathing Room of the Andrew Low House 
prepared by Page Talbott, Ph.D. and Amanda Isaac, supercedes the one by George Fore.

Further Information regarding pages 11-12
First Girl Scout Headquarters is now operated by the Savannah Area Girl Scout Council 
as a history center. Additional information about it in the description of the ALH garden.

Page 19. The Customs House built by John Norris was fireproof as it was built entirely of 
stone and iron.
There is another ad by Norris earlier in construction of the Andrew Low House regarding 
vandalism of the stone cills. This, and the wonderful advertisement by John Norris re. the 
bathing room, were discovered and given to the NSCDA in GA by Savannah lawyer and 
historian, Gordon Bums Smith.
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Ms. Fran Harold, Director 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
10 E. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31401

Dear Ms. Harold:

AUG 2 2 2005

The National Park Service has completed its review of a nomination proposing a revision of the 
National Historic Landmark (NHL) boundaries for the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District in 
Savannah, Georgia. A copy of the nomination is enclosed.

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will consider this 
proposed boundary revision and additional documentation during its next meeting, at the time 
and place indicated on one of the enclosures. This enclosure also specifies how you may 
comment on either the proposed boundary revision or any of the additional documentation. The 
Landmarks Committee will report on this nomination to the Advisory Board, which in turn will 
make a recommendation concerning this nomination to the Secretary of the Interior, based upon 
the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program.

If you wish to comment on the boundary revision or the additional documentation, please do so 
within 60 days of the date of this letter. After the 60-day period, we will submit the boundary 
revision nomination, the additional documentation, and all comments we have received, to the 
Landmarks Committee.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing 
the National Historic Landmarks Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that outlines the 
effects of designation.

Sincerely,

«fCJfin WWt trODW

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 

and National Historic Landmarks Survey

Enclosures



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this 
property at a meeting to be held on October 24-25, 2005, beginning at 1:00 p.m. in the 2"'^ Floor 
Board Room, National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC. The Landmarks Committee evaluates the studies of historic properties being 
nominated for National Historic Landmark boundary revision and additional documentation in 
order to advise the full National Park System Advisory Board at their meeting on January 13-14, 
2006, and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the Committee finds meet the 
criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program.

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur with 
or object to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. Any 
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation must submit a 
notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property 
and objects to the designation. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote, 
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns. If a majority of private property 
owners object, a property will not be designated. Letters objecting to or supporting nominations 
may be sent to Dr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program, at the National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., 
(2280), Washington, D.C. 20240.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, 1849 C 
Street, N.W., (2280), Washington, D.C. 20240; or by telephone at 202/354-2216.



IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO;

Owner: Fran Harold, Director
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
10 E. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31401

Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO 
The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, 

Georgia, Inc.
127 Abercom Street, Suite 400 
Savannah, Georgia 31401

Mrs. Royce Augustine Hoyle, President 
The National Society of the Colonial Dames 

of America in the State of Georgia 
329 Abercom Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401

HEO: Honorable Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D.
Mayor of the City of Savannah 
P.O. Box 1027 
Savatmah, Georgia 31402

SHPO: Noel Holcomb, Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Suite 1252, East Tower 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

bcc: Southeast Regional Office - B.Blythe
2280 JULIETTE GORDON LOW H.D. (NHL) 

S:/nr-nhl/Bobbie/Fall05/JGLow HD/JGLowyellowcopy



H34(2280)
AUG 2 2 2005

Honorable Saxby Chambliss 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Chambliss:

The National Park Service has completed its review of a nomination proposing a revision of the 
National Historic Landmark (NHL) boundaries for the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District in 
Savarmah, Georgia. A copy of the nomination is enclosed.

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will consider this 
proposed boundary revision and additional documentation during its next meeting, at the time 
and place indicated on one of the enclosures. This enclosure also specifies how you may 
comment on either the proposed boundary revision or any of the additional documentation. The 
Landmarks Committee will report on this nomination to the Advisory Board, which in turn will 
make a recommendation concerning this nomination to the Secretary of the Interior, based upon 
the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program.

If you wish to comment on the boundary revision or the additional documentation, please do so 
within 60 days of the date of this letter. After the 60-day period, we will submit the boundary 
revision nomination, the additional documentation, and all comments we have received, to the 
Landmarks Committee.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing 
the National Historic Landmarks Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that outlines the 
effects of designation.

Sincerely,

fifd) Antoinette J. Lee

Janet Snyder Matthews, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources

Enclosures



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this 
property at a meeting to be held on October 24-25, 2005, in the 2nd Floor Board Room, National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The 
Landmarks Committee evaluates the studies of historic properties being nominated for National 
Historic Landmark boundary revision in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory 
Board at their meeting on January 13-14, 2006, and will recommend to the full Board those 
properties that the Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks 
Program.

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur with 
or object to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. Any 
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation must submit a 
notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property 
and objects to the designation. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote, 
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns. If a majority of private property 
owners object, a property will not be designated. Letters objecting to or supporting nominations 
may be sent to Dr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program, at the National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., 
(2280), Washington, D.C. 20240.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, 1849 C 
Street, N.W., (2280), Washington, D.C. 20240; or by telephone at 202/354-2216.



IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO:

Honorable Saxby Chambliss 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Johnny Isakson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable John Barrow 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

bcc: Southeast Regional Office - B. Blythe
2280 JULIETTE GORDON LOW H.D. (NHL Pending) 

S:\nr-nhl\Bobbie\Fall05\JGLowHD\JGLowconyellow
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The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America 

IN THE State of Georgia

October 12,2005

Ms.Patty Henry,
Historian
National Historic Landmark Program 
National Park Service 
Washington,D.C.
PAX NO.1-202-371-2229

Nomination of Andrew Low House for the Juliette Gordon 
Low Historic District 
National Historic Landmark

Dear Ms.Henry,
The National Society of the Colonial Dames in the ,
of Georgia represents l469 members in the State is pi 
with the nomination of our museum to become a part of the 
Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Historic 
Landmark. Our members represent 17 cities throughout Georgi .
We are honored as proud owners since 1928 of this historic 
by this nomination. Our status will be enhanced as we are 
a National Society.

Most Sincerely,

Mrs.Royce A.Hoyle,Jr. 
NSCDA in St.of GA.Pres
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Andrew Low House

Mrs. Gordon Bums Smith 
128 West Taylor Street 
Savannah, GA 31401 
TEL: 912-234-8919 
FAX: 912-233-2543 

e-mail: fectorswalk@earthlink.net

October 11,200$

Ms. Patty Henry,
Historian
National Historic Landmark Program 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C.
FAX NO. 1-202-371-2229

RE:H3417
Nomination of Andrew Low House for the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District 
National Historic Landmark.

Dear Ms. Henry,

The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia 
greatly supports the nomination of our museum, the Andrew Low House, to become part 
of the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District National Historic Landmark. The nomination 
has been a great inspiration to us in our present conservation efFon, partially funded by a 
Save America’s Treasures grant from the National Park Service.

Enclosed is a summary of this conservation project together with a note of support 
from Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D., Mayor of Savannah.

This nomination is a great honor to our Society at both state and national level.

Sincerely yours.

Anna Habersham Wright Smith 
Georgia Historical Society Liaison, NSCDA in GA

and
National Accreditation Chairman 

National Museum Properties Committee 
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America
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Conservation of the Andrew low House

The purpose of this project is to ensure that the Andrew low House will be safi^or
visitor^, protected from the elements, and preserved well into the twenty-first cenmry. Th® 
project design phase began in November 2004. The design drawings will be forwarded to the 
National Park Service and State Historic Preservation Officer in laie September. Once the propel 
drawings have been approved by them, the bidding phase .should begin In late November 2005, 
The construction phase is scheduled to begin in Jamiary 2006.

Visitor safety will be augmented by the climinaliuu of hipping hazards in tho dry moat, 
and flooding in the courtyard. The leaning rcai gaidcii wall will be rebuilt, and the brick atmra 
down into the dry mgal, mid up to tlic museum shop, together with their handrails, vdll ho reset 
and repointed. The crumbl^ brownstone front steps and pediment wll receive suitable epoxy 
repairs to strengthen them and prevent further deterioration. A handicap accessible toilet is to be 
provided on the basement level, and provision made for tte later installation n f a handicap ramp
and access to that level.

Protection from the elements will be increased through the complete repair and .
restoration of the window shutters, the primary defense against hurricane damage. Complete 
rewiring of the house will eliminate the present fire danucr from ihc ag«al patched electrical 
system. Two new Heating, Ventilating, and Air Coudiliouing systems will protect against mold 

aiul damp inside the house.

Additional critical repairs will ensure that further deterioration of the house does not . 
occur.,The external stucco is to be repaired where necessiuy to prevent wai.er in^ess and the 
falling of pieces onto the public below, and the entire house is to be painted. The elaborate 
irotiwoik to the garden fence, porch, and balconies will be repaired and repainted to prevent 
fiirtlier ni.sting and stnichirai damage. The preservation of the house will also fluther protect the 
museum’s important collection of early-to-mid-nineieenth century American and European 
decorative arts.

The Anarew low House is an edifice of lona standing historical significance within the cAyof 
Savannah, ft is assentiai to tha preservation of the historic atmosphere of Savannah. Oeor^. tfM 
prelects such as the Andrew Law House receive funding In order to maimain such an nlstorKstraeture. 

- - Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D., Mayor of Savannah

Revi»«I 8/75«0»n.

• ■ •• •



First Headquarters
330 Drayton Street 
Savannah, GA 31401 
(912) 232-8200 
(888)223-3883 
Fax (912) 236-9796

Camp Low
1912 Rose Dhu Road 
Savannah, GA 31419 
(912) 925-6645 
Fax (912) 925-8099

South Central office
192 E. Cherry St, Suite D 
Jesup, GA 31545 
(912) 588-9388 
Fax (912) 530-9137

Statesboro Office
1 Lee Hill Street, 
Statesboro, GA 30458 
(912)489-3269 
Fax (912) 489-6579

0^ Girl Scouts
where Girls Grow Strong-

The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, GA, Inc. 
127 Abercorn Street Suite 400 
Savannah, GA 31401-3771 
T 912.236.1571 / 800.750.6468 
F 912.236.5703
www.girlscouting.org n

/■

^0^

October 20,2005

John Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Survey 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Roberts;

I have recently been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of the Girl Scout Council of 
Savannah, Georgia, Inc. and am writing in response to your letter dated August 22, 2005 
addressed to Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO-reference H34(2280).

We have reviewed the nomination packet proposing a revision of the National Historic 
Landmark boundaries for the Juliette Gordon Low Historic District here in Savannah. We do 
support the nomination but have enclosed a more detailed and accurate history of the First 
Girl Scout Headquarters{kT\&!^'4^ Low Carriage House). We are requesting that the proposal be 
updated to contain the corrected information (enclosed) that will be on record.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal.

Yours truly.

Jacqueline Ford
Chief Executive Officer
Girl Scout Council of Savannah, GA, Inc.

Enclosures: detailed history and revised copy for page 15

A United Way Agency



Insert for page 15
Presendy, The Gid Scout First Headquarters Museum and Program Center offers 
programming for local and visiting troops based upon early Girl Scout handbooks. 
Approximately 4,000 Girl Scouts and visitors visit The First Headquarters Museum and 
Program Center every year to experience the nation’s oldest Girl Scout meeting place. The 
historical program experience includes a tour of the museum, including rare Girl Scout 
uniforms and photographs, and an hour full of living history activities. These activities give 
the troops a similar experience of early Girl Scouts by performing the same badge work. 
Also the museum developed an archives program that demonstrates to girls and adults how 
to care and preserve tangible and oral Girl Scout history. The girls can earn Council’s Own 
Badges and Patches, created by Savannah Council staff, by participating in programs at First 
Headquarters, and various historic sites in Savannah. Girls and visitors can also earn a First 
Headquarters Pin for participating in the museum tour.



THE GIRi. SCOUT FIRST HEADQUARTERS 
330 DRAYTON STREET 

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

This building originally served as the carriage house and servant quarters for the Andrew Low 
House built 1848-1849 designed by architect John Norris. It is situated on Lot Fourteen of 
Layfayette Ward. The building is surrounded by Drayton on the west. East Harris on the 
north. East Charlton on the south, and a drop-stitch pattern fence on the east. Through this 
fence, the Andrew Low House can be seen. For many years, the carriage house was accessed 
by Girl Scouts using the Drayton Street door, but due to heavy traffic, the building is now 
accessed using the Macon Street Memorial Gate to Juliette Gordon Low.

Similar to the main house, the building is brick covered with stucco, with a central block that is 
two stories in height with flanking single-story wings. The building extends nearly the entire 
buildable width of the lot, with the sidewalk meeting the walls on each side. The wings are 
visually linked to the taller central section by parapet walls that tie into the firont of the two- 
story section. The shallow pitched pyramidal roof of the central block projects slighdy with 
rafter ends exposed. The building is four bays wide and three bays deep. Each window bay of 
the central section is recessed. Second-story windows have double-hung sash in a six over six 
configuration. Ground floor window sash have a two-over-two configuration. A simple gabled 
canopy shelters the front door.

The basic form of the building has not changed since Mrs. Low’s death in 1927, however 
there have been some exterior alterations. The carriage doors that opened onto Drayton Street 
from the rigjht wing were removed in the 1940s and re-placed with a door and window. Also 
during this time, the exterior wings of the building were re-designed from a geometric shape to 
a curved design. During the 1968 alterations, on the exterior, the door that replaced the 
carriage doors was removed. On the left wing, three small windows on the east side facing 
East Charlton Street were removed and the openings filled in. The ledges for these windows 
can still be seen. A door entering into the building through the northeast side of the main 
structure (presently the bathroom) was also removed and the opening filled in.

HISTORY
According to City Directories, the building was owned by Andrew I^w, but the Milledge 
family resided in the building from 1878 until 1897.' Due to missing city records, it is dso 
possible that the fiunUy was living in the carriage house before 1878. After William Low’s 
death in 1905, his widow Juliette began renting out the property to a painter and shop keeper, 
and the Nash family who also were renting the main house. ^ The shop keeper rented the 
lower floors and the Nash family renter the second-story for storage.

‘ Tom Milledge was a fonner slave and servant of Andrew Low. After his death, his family remained in the 
building until 1897. Prior to 1906, the property is not listed separately in the city directory imder its own 
address.
^ According to City records and also correspondence between Juliette Gordon Low and her brother Arthur 
Gordon, Low rented the lower floors to Mr. Soehn a painter and shop keeper and the upper floors to the Nash



In correspondence between Juliette Gordon Low and her brother Arthur Gordon concerning 
her financial affairs, Juliette describes the wings as “lean-tos that were never properly built”.
In 1911, Arthur Gordon wrote her in detail about the deteriotation in the floors in the carriage 
house. A financial advisor passed a few days later and saw workers replacing the floors. He 
was concerned because he spoke to Mr. Nash, the renter of the main home, who was not 
informed of the repairs to the carriage house. He wrote to Arthur Gordon about payment to 
the workers. Low rephed to her brodier that she was authorking the repairs and also to have a 
contractor assess the tin roof of the building.^

Shordy after the first American Girl Guide meeting in March of 1912, Juliette converted ihe 
carriage house into a headquarters for the Girl Guides.'* It became the Girl Scout headqviarters 
when the American Girl Guides’ name was changed to Girl Scouts in 1913. When the Girl 
Scouts became a National Movement in 1913, and a national office estabhshed, the Savannah 
headquarters became known as the First Girl Scout Headquarters.

After 1913, the building still remained significant to the growth of Girl Scouting in 
Savannah. Local troops alternated meeting there. They converted the interior of the building 
throughout the years to be conducive to their needs. In 1915, troop leader Mrs. E.S. ElUot 
wrote that the building had multiple kitchens and the girls planted flowers in the rear garden, 
and also that they placed flower boxes on the upper windows^. From 1912-193^6, the 
administrative offices were located on the upper floors. In 1936, the left wing was converted 
into an office.

The building was willed to the Girl Scouts of Savannah by Juliette Gordon Low after her death 
on January 17, 1927. Shordy after Low’s death, the Gid Scout Coimcil of Savannah was 
considering a memorial museum to Juliette Gordon Low.® Ini 928, they voted to create a 
memorial to Juliette Gordon Low in the main room of the headquarters.^ The memorial room 
to honor JuUette Low was established under the direction of Nina Pape and Mrs. B.F. BuUard.®

The Girl Scout Coundl of Savannah and the National Society of the Colonial Dames in 
America in the State of Georgia decided to renovate the left wing for the purpose of a 
museum in 1939. In 1942, the left wing was designated as a Juliette Low Museum. It housed 
artifacts from her life and the founding of Girl Scouting beginning in 1912. The right wing was 
designated a memorial to Leila Wright Espy influential leader, director, and board president in 
the Savannah Council. The Council also re-designed the courtyard at this time. For the 
dedication of the Juliette Low Museum, a memorial Gate, designed by local architect Hugh

family for storage. Unsigned to Juliette Gordon Low, October 18,1907. Juliette Gordon Low Financial 
Correspondence, 1898-1921,Gordon Family Papers MS #318, Georgia Historical Society.
^ G. Arthur Gordon to Juliette Gordon Low, June 26, 1908. Juliette Gordon Low, Financial Correspondence, 
1898-1921. Gordon Family Papers MS #318, Georgia Historical Society
* Arthur Gordon to Juliette Low, May 15, 1912. Juliette Gordon Low,Financial Correspondence, 1898-1921, 
Gordon Family Papers MS #318, Georgia Historical Society.
^ Reddy Family Papers, Collection 2161. Georgia Historical Society
* February 11,1927,Board Minutes Collection. Girl Scout First Headquarters 
’ December 8,1928,Board Minutes Collection. Girl Scout First Headquarters
* September 11,1939, Board Minutes Collection. Girl Scout First Headquarters



Tallant was placed as a Macon Street entrance to the courtyard, replacing a “sliding glass 
door”.’ The council also replaced cement with flagstones in the courtyard creating a terrace.

In 1969, it was decided that the building needed to be modernized. The Council contracted 
Hugh Jackson, General Contractor and Engineer, to renovate the interior and exterior of the 
building. In doing so, many of the features of the period in which the building was used as a 
carriage house, servants’ quartets, and meeting place for early Girl Scouts were removed or 
obscured by modem materials and features. T^e metal roof was replaced with a “20 year type 
smooth surface built up roof’.*’ The walls were in every room were covered with paneling 
except for the bathroom and storage room. A staircase was created and built inside, and a hall 
was consttucted between the left wing and the main stmcture. In the upper floor of the 
building, a kitchen was removed and the rooms were converted to offices, storage space, and 
archives. The original door to the upstairs was not removed or obscured.

During the 1980s, the Council office expanded and the Girl Scout First Headquarters was no 
longer functional as an administrative building. In 1986, they decided to lease the building to 
the Junior League of Savannah tmtil they adapted the building for contemporary use. In 1996, 
the building was re-opened as the Girl Scout Council of Savannah equipment shop. Minot 
programming was also implemented for local and visiting Girl Scout troops. Throughout the 
changes during the 1980s and 90s, the second story continuously housed the archives.

In 2003, it re-opened to the public as the Girl Scout First Headquarters Historic Program 
Activity Center. Programs based upon the early years of Girl Scouting were created for Girl 
Scout troops. A minor renovation of the interior of the building occurred during this time. In 
the main room of the stmcture, the carpet was removed and floors were re-finished. Also, the 
lowered ceiling was removed to show the original ceiling. An aged white paint was discovered 
on the celling. At this time, it has not been identified as to whether the paint on the ceiling is 
original.

Presently, The Girl Scout First Headquarters Museum and Program Center offers tours to Girl 
Scouts and the public of the nation’s oldest Gid Scout meeting place. The Coimcil also created 
programming for local and visiting troops based upon eariy Girl Scout handbooks. 
Approximately 4,000 people visit the First Headquarters every year to experience where the 
early troops held their meetings.

PRESENT APPEARANCE

Currently, the exterior of the building reflects the basic form, which has changed modestly 
throughout the years. The original carriage doors have been removed. Exterior doors also have 
been removed or changed to windows. The interior of the building has been modified 
throughout the years to reflect the needs of the Council. As a result, many of die features that 
reflect the original carriage house and early Girl Scouting have been concealed or removed.
The main room allows visitors to view the early twentieth-century floors that Mrs. Low had

’ March 12, 1942, Savannah Morning News, 1912-1949 Collection, Girl Scout First Headquarters 
April 26,1969,Correspondence Hugh Jackson, contractor, and Wiley A Wasden Company, Building 

Collection. Girl Scout First Headquarters



placed in the building and the original ceiling. The remaining rooms of the building reflect the 
alterations the Council coordinated in 1969.

Presently, The Gid Scout Coimcil of Savannah, Georgia, Inc. is exploring possibilities to 
restore the building to the appearance circa 1912-1927, from the beginning of Girl Scouting in 
the United States until Juliette Low’s death. This restoration will also include modem planning 
to accommodate museum exhibits, programming, a shop, and facilities.



United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO:

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240

FEB 1 5 2006

MEMORANDUM

To: Secretary

Through: ' Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks

From: Director C/ j

Subject: Amendment of Documentation for 1 National Historic Landmark:
Director's Recommendation and Request for Secretarial Action

At a meeting on January 13, 2006, the National Park System Advisory Board 
recommended that the documentation for the following National Historic Landmark be 
amended:

JULIETTE GORDON LOW HISTORIC DISTRICT, Savannah, GA 
(Boundary revision, revised documentation and name change)

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program regulations, the Board 
reviewed the study that presented the revised documentation, boundary revision and 
name change for this property and found that the documentation for the designation 
should be amended to comply with National Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The 
Board, therefore, voted to recommend the amendment of the National Historic 
Landmark documentation.

Per the National Historic Landmark Program regulations, I hereby certify that the 
procedural requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 65.5 have been met.

I recommend that you approve the Board’s January 13, 2006, recommendation, and 
amend the Natipila^istoric Landnmrjedocumentation of the property listed above.

APPROVE

DATE:

Matipil^^istoric Landnmrie^

DISAPPROVE; 

DATE:
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H32 (413)

Memorandum

Tot Regicwial DireotOT, Southeast Regional Office

Promt Director

Subjects National Historic Landmark Boundaries for Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
and First Girl Scout Hea(kiuarters, Savannah Georgia

With this memorandum, we are transmitting the National Historic Landmark file to you 

for the Juliet Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl Scout Headquarters and ask that you 

add this property to the list of landmarks for which your staff is preparing boundary 

documentation. We have Included all of the file material available on the property. 
Specific recommendations and concerns are identified on the comment sheets with the 

file.

Attachments

bcc;001-RF
002
400
413
Reading File 
Record Center
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FNP:CShull:cs:07/15/85:343-9536 

Sys. 8 (NHL) Main

File Retained in 413
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Form 10-31T
(Sept. 1957)

Phot
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

.ill b, sent later. 1

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE
Georgia

Z. THEMECS). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH” BEFORE THEME NO. 
XXli ■ Social. anH HiiTtipmT •Fg'n-i an

3. NAME(S) OF SITE
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplane anri First Girl Sr.rmi:

4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION {County, iowmhip, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
10 Oglethorpe Ave., East & 330 Drayton Street^ Savannah^ Ga. — Chatham Cniintv •-

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (.AUo admlnUfrator if different from owner)

Girl Scouts of the United Stat.p.g <-.f Miss Rc7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Z»McH5e 5rfe/Iji wftoTmaj:e« e«eimpw"on( (mViete? remofnj nr« ertraV)^fiirS®Sc6u^*^6oUnCl¥’oF^Savanudhf^^Sa'f

Through her friendship with Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts, 
and his sister, founder of the Girl Guides in England, Juliette Gordon Low became inter
ested in the Scout movement. She organized her first group of Girl Guides in Scotland 
in the summer of 1911. That winter Juliette sailed for America on the same ship with 
Baden-Powell. Subsequent correspondence and events indicate that they made plans while on 
shipboard for Daisy, as her friends knew her, to start the Girl Guides in America.

On March 12, 1912, seventeen Savannah area girls were formally enrolled in two 
patrols, Daisy having already enrolled her niece, Daisy Gordon. The old carriage house 
and servant quarters at the rear of the Low house was soon offered as a meeting place for 
the girls.

In a very short time the two patrols had grown to six, with membership varying 
from six to sixty. Inquiries were beginning to come in from all over the United States. 
Daisy Low promptly began to think of setting up Girl Guides on a nationwide basis. She 
drafted Miss Edith Johnson to serve as national secretary. As the movement grew, Mrs. Low 
paid the modest staff salaries and all other expenses out of her own pocket.

During the summer and early fall of 1912, Juliette tackled the problem of organ
izing the Guides on a national basis. She visited the northeast and midwest to get troops 
(as they were now called) organized. The task of setting up a national headquarters in 
Washington and issuing a handbook were energetically begun. The Girl Guides were a 
thriving organization in an amazingly short time.

In 1915 the organization was incorporated as the Girl Scouts under the code of 
laws of the District of Columbia, The first annual convention was held, a national coun
cil was formed, and Juliette Low was named the first president,^ After four years of

Affidavit signed by 17 original members, now in possession of Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace.
Gladys Denny Shultz and Daisy Gordon Lawrence, Lady From Savannah, The Life of Juliette 

-Low-. XP-kilad^Iphii '"^^ERENCE
La, 1958). 354-355.

8. HIbLIOGRAPHICAL REFEI^NCES {Give best sourcee; give location of manutcripte and rare workt) Gladys Denny ShultZ and Daisy Gordon 
Lawrence, Lady From Savannah, The Life of Juliette Low (Philadelphia, 1958); John Allen 
Krout, Annals of American Sport (The Pageant of America). Vol. 15 (Yale University 
Press, New Haven, 1929); Belle Rankin, "Juliette Gordon Low," Dictionary of American 
Biography, XI (New York, 1946); W. P. A. Guide, Georgia (Athens, Georgia, 1946).

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports andstudies, as, NPSstudy, HABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS • 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE {Mmetim, farm, etc.) HouSe 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: YEsS noD Excellent museum and National Program 

—Center--- Savannah Cnimc.-iT Hn 2/4/64
14. NAME OF RECORDER {Signature)
\\%A\Jti\!\Va^ftPo^^ce J. Sheely, Jr.

15. TITLE

Survey Historian
16. DATE

3/1/65
•DRY MOU^

location of np
'0^^ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

I^TIVE. IF AtTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. S. 60VERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE lfi-“74016-l



FOrmlO-UT*
(8ept. 1(57) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Page #2

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item munber, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) , . .

STATE

Georgia
NAME(S)OFSITE

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl Scout
Hqr.

personal financing by Juliette, the Girl Scouts organization was placed on a sound 
financial basis.

The organization founded by Juliette Low continued to grow vigorously. At 
the time of her death, in 1927, there were 167,925 members.

The Girl Scouts wanted a tangible memorial to Juliette Low, and in 1953 the 
Gordon House in which she was born and grew up was acquired for this purpose. On 
October 19, 1956 the home was dedicated as a memorial to the founder of Girl Scouting 
in the United States and as a National Program Center.

The Gordon Home is a three-story stuccoed brick dwelling and is an excellent 
example of Classical Revival architecture. The house is believed to have been de
signed by the English architect William Jay. It was built 1818-1821 for James Moore 
Wayne, then mayor of Savannah. In 1831 William Washington Gordon bought the property. 
The third story and side porch were subsequent additions, but they have not marred 
the proportions of the facade. There are many original furnishings throughout the 
house and also mementoes of Juliette Low.

The building at 330 Drayton Street was originally the carriage house and servant 
quarters lor the Low House at 329 Abercorn Street. During Juliette Low's lifetime 
the carriage house was used as a meeting place for Savannah Girl Scouts, to whom it 
was bequeathed. Today it continues to serve as headquarters for the Girl Scout Council 
of Savannah.

Both the birthplace house and the headquarters building are well maintained; 
both are open to the public.

7 5 3 «
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NATIONAL LANDMARK
REVIEW VISIT REPORT

SITE; JuUieto Gordon Low National Girl Scout Center

HISTORIC OR NATURAL LANDMARK? Historic

LOCATION: 10 Oglethorpe Ave,, East and 320 Drayton St«, Chatham Co, Savannahj Ga,(Street) (Town) (County) (Stat^
HOW TO FIND IT (If difficult): easily located

DAY(S) VISITED: May 31 and July 7, 1977
Ronth Day(s)

Tallw Kirkland

Year

(Name) (Name)

Chief of Visitor Services Park Technician
(Title) (Title)

Fort Pulaski N tional Itontment Fort Pulaski N tional Monument
(Park) (Park)

912-786-5787 912-786-5787
(Phone Number) Phone Nuiroer)

PL,RS0N(S) CONTACTED, WITH TITLE(S) AND PHONE NUMBERS: 
Ms. Shirley M. Carsonj Director^ 233-Ii^Ql

Ms»-gligaT?eth-Jlla3caittd«r.,-Glft Shop ancLPraperty Manager, 23-3-ltgQl-

PRESElsrr OWNER(S) OF RECORD (If less than 3): Girl Scouts of the IJ.S.A.

RU-43 
(March 77)

' '■> •i
I

:|

'.1



1. Did you have any difficulty making contact with the owner or administrator 
in advance of your visit? Yes___  No X If yes, please describe:

2. Did you feel that your visit was welcome?_^
If not, please describe circumstances:

not welcome?

3. How much time did you spend at the site? One hour

4. Please describe the condition of the site and its immediate environment 
in detail (structure(s), grounds, furnishings, etc.) If a building, use reasonable 
categories to particularize your review, e.g., foundation, floor, walls, etc.
If a natural area, reference to original "as evaluated" condition is critical.
If necessary, attach interleaves between pages 3 and 4:
The main house, caarriage house, stables, and garden are maintained in an excellent 
manner* Structural problems — cracks running the length of the building on the 
0gletho3Tje/Bull Sts* side are currently being evaluated bgr a local arOhitofet* 
Immediate environment: South - Chatham County Board od Education

West - Public street with businesses opposite site 
North - Bank w/ drive-in teller windows
East - Local office of Girl Scouts of the U.S,A, A residence, 

top three floors vacant and unrestored, basement used 
as office* Entire property is currently for sale 
by GS of USA*

See item #16



5. Based on the reasons for the original designation, is it your opinion 
that the "integrity" of the site is being "adequately maintained"? Yes X 
No If no, explain. Please take special care in reviewing threats mentioned
in original evaluation, describing recent damage, and discussing new threats, 
external or internal, to the integrity of the landmark. Use interleaves 
between pages 4 and '5, if necessary:



6. Please describe the arrangement for management of the site (owner-managed, 
lease-managed, employee-managed, government-managed, etc.)*
Owner-managed

7. In your opinion, is site maintenance adequate? 
If you have any reservations, please describe:

Yes X No

3. Is the site used for commercial purposes: Yes^__  No X If
this present any problems related to maintaining the integrity of the site? 
Yes No___  If yes, please describe:
There is a gift shop in the carriage house to t he rear of the main house, 
is operated by the Girl Scouts,

9, Please describe any financial problems related to site maintenance that 
the owner volunteers to share with you:
Leveling membership and rising costs force a continual reappraisal of the value 
of the National Program Center to the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A> currently a 
three year reevaluation schedule.



10. What other site management problems did you observe, if any?
Management has recurring problems from an aged air-conditioning system* 
The director indicated this system will need replacement in three to five 
years. System is now twenty years old .

11. Specific suggestions, if any, made to the owner or administrator. Be 
sure to pass out Tax Reform Act sheet to historic landmark owners:

None

12. What follow-up action do you suggest for SERO? 

None

13.
Yes

Is there immediate urgency regarding the suggested follow-up action? 
No X If yes, please clarify:

14. If this site is being managed under the terms of a signed agreement, has
the plaque been mounted? Yes X No__ If yes, describe exact location.
If no, please explain why it has not been mounted. Also, describe location 
of the certificate:

Plaque located on front of building, street level, west side.

4



15.
(a)

If you were asked to categorize this landmark, would you consider it 
.relatively "safe" at present, O) possibly threatened, or (c) damaged 

or endangered? (If your choice is b or c, you should have a substantial 
narrative under item 5.) A__________________  . ___

16. Additional comments:
Although located within the Savannah Historic District, the Landmark is 
in the business district where modification to the historic scene are 
prevalent.

Please enclose slides, prints, clippings, or correspondence that will supplement 
original copy of this report. Original and one copy of report form are required.

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: 

Name John Beck

Title Chief of Visitor Services

Signatui i

Date July 8, 1977
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■ IZa/fe A,..

JULIETTE «ORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL. STREET 
SAVANNAH. GEORGIA

FROM:
"TWENTY-FITS YEARS OF GIRL SCOUTING" 

1912-1937

Katharine 0* Wright

Gitl Scouts, Inc. 
lli West U9th Street 

New York, New York

Page 6 - Jiiliette Low knew that times were looking up for girls when she 
cabled her family in Savannah, Georgia, in 1912, "I AM BRINGING 
HOME THE BIGGEST THING YET," and it turned out to be Girl Scouting#

Pages 18-20 Mrs. Low arrived in Savannah, and as soon as possible invited 
some girls to tea and in her inimitable and vivid way told them 
about the Girl Guides* Before the afternoon was over, they were 
begging for a troop of their own#

"All right," replied Mrs# Low, "And we will use the 'old quarters’ 
for your meetings. When you want to play games out-of-doors, you 
may use hqt vacant lot across the street."

She telephoned Miss Nina Pape, afterwards Girl Scout Commissioner 
for Savannah, and said, "Come right over# I’ve got something for i 
the girls of Savannah, and all America, and all the world, and [ 
we’re going to start it tonight."

#.......The following account of the first official Girl Scout meeting in
the United States is by Mrs. Edward S, Elliot, for many years a 
leader in the Girl Scout organization in Savannah. It was this 
meeting that established the birthday of the movement#

"On March 12, 1912, the friends whom Mrs# Low had invited to 
assist her in the work of the Girl Scouts, and the girls who 
were to become members of the organization, assembled in the 
front room of the Louisa Porter Home, at the comer of Drayton 
and Charlton Streets# The school girls who were present were 
pupils of Miss Nina Pape’s school and Miss Pape had been re
quested by Mrs# Low to invite them to be present#

"The program opened with an informal talk by Mrs# Low, explain
ing the object and requirements of Scouting. Afterwards she 
taught the girls some of the Girl Guide tests and the rest of 
the meeting was spent playing games." There were two troops 
formed at this meeting#

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting — 1912-1962 — Honor the Past — Serve the Future



JULIETTE v-ORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

FROM:

Pages 9U & 9$

Jaxmary 6

March 9

March 12

"TWENTT-FIVE YEARS OF GIRL SCOUTING" (con‘t.)

1912

Mrs, Low sails for the United States on the Arcadian, On 
the same ship are Sir Robert and his future wife. Miss 
Olave Soames,

Mrs. Low invites twenty-four girls to tea in Savannah, 
Georgia, to talk about Girl Guiding,

Two companies of Girl Guides formed at a meeting in the 
Louisa Porter Home, Savannah, Daisy Gordon, Mrs, Low’s 
niece, is the first registered member.

FROM;
GIRL SCOUT LEADER MAGAZINE « March 1962 

"AT THE BEGINNING"

by
Page Randolph Anderson Platt

Looking back to 1912 - a distance of fifty years - to Girl Scouting 
at the beginning, in Savannah, Georgia, seems a difficult task. Early 
impressions are vivid, however, and mine were, at that time. The old 
photograph above shows a small group of girls who were my schoolmates 
Miss Nina Pape’s School, in front of a little cabin out at "Bonna Bella", 
a lovely wooded point near Isle of Hope. I was the fourth from the left, 
and evidently having trouble with my enormous hair ribbon. Our middy 
blouses, bloomers and long black stockings were today’s equivalent of 
shirts and shorts. We went out every Saturday in the care of a nice old 
gentleman who was a naturalist - Professor Hoxie. He taught us camping and the 
names of plants and trees. We had picnica, and a leaky rowboat in which 
we went crabbing and fishing. Once, I remember, we stuck in the mud, and 
had to sit in the marsh, devoiired by mosquitoes, until the tide came in.
We were Girl Scouts in embryo, although we did not know it at the time.

My home was on Lafayette Square - next to that of Juliette Gordon 
Low « or "Cousin Daisy" as I always called her. She was devoted to my 
mother and father, Mr, and Mrs, Jefferson Randolph Anderson, and often 
came over to our house. Although she had no children of her own, she was / 
always interested in young people. She was full of enthusiasm and a vital j 
energy that helped her overcome obstacles and carry out her farseeing plans! 
and ideas, ’

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting — 1912-1962—Honor the Past — Serve the Future
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FROMt

JULIETTE wORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

GIRL SCOUT LEADER MAGAZINE - March 1962 (con‘t.)

In 1912, on her return from England, she asked my mother if she 
would become a "captain” and have me and my friends form a troop* Mother 
was interested and so were we, but we certainly did not realize that we 
were making history. However, ^*ien we met in the stable house (now call
ed the First Headquarters) in Mrs. Low's yard, and she solemnly lined us 
up and asked us to raise our right hands to take the oath of allegiance, 
we felt that we were in on something Big, especially as she said many
times, "It will be for all girls in America." .......................
After many suggestions we voted to choose the White Rose for our emblem, 
and green and white for our colors. We decided on uniforms of dark blue 
middy ISouses and bloomers and a pleated skirt, and light blue neckties*

FROM: THE SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS, Section B, Page Ik - October 13, 1937

"FIRST GIRL SCOUTS IN AMERICA"

History of the "White Rose" Troop, compiled by the First Troop Captain, 
Mrs. J. Randolph Anderson, and her daughter. Page Anderson, (Mrs. Henry 
N. Platt, Philadelphia) Savannah, February, 1937.

Twenty-five years ago in March, 1912, the first Girl Scout Troop 
in the U.S.A. was foxinded in Savannah, Georgia. It came about in the 
following manner.

Mrs. Juliette Low, my cousin "Daisy", who had just returned from 
England, came to lunch with my mother, Mrs. J. R. Anderson. Chir house 
faced "Lafayette Square" and as did Mrs. Low's. There were present at 
lunch, my gran^other, Mrs. J. J. Wilder, my mother and n^rself, home 
from school, (_ was 12 years old at that time, with a large poiq)adour 
and a larger hAir ribbon) and Mrs. Low the only guest. She came in late 
wi1h a strip of leather in her hand in which as we talked, she was fev er- 
ishly trying to tie knots. We asked her what she was doing and she ex
plained that the Girl Guides in England under Lady Baden-Powell were 
learning what their brothers the "Guides" had been taught by Sir Robert.
We all listened with interest, for Mrs. Low had the Tinique gift of im- I 
mediately interesting others in idiatever subject she herself was vitally^ 
concerned. The next day was Sunday, and after service on the steps of 
Christ Church, Cousin Daisy buttonholed my mother. "Now look here", 
she said in her impetuous way, "I have been thinking all night. I intend 
to start the Girl Guides in this country and I want you to be the first 
Captain and get Page and her friends to make up your Troop." Mrs.

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting—1912-1962 — Honor the Past — Serve the Future



FROM:

JULIETTE x^ORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

THE SAVANl'JAH MORNING NEWS, Section B, page ll+ - October 13, 1937

(con*t«)

Anderson agreed and thus the seed which was to bear such fine fruit was 
planted*

The suggestion was most opportune, and fell into ripe ground, for 
as xt happened, there were a group of us, eight or ten girls, attend
ing Miss Nina Pape*s school, who had been going regularly on all day 

every Saturday for the preceding year. We were in the charge 
of Professor Hoxie, a naturalist and dear old man, who had taught us 
a good deal of camping and wood lore and these (enclosed) old snapshots 
show the '‘Guides in Embryo" so to speak.

The girls were enthusiastic when the schemem was explained to 
them and - we held our first "meeting" in an empty room across the 
street.

FROM: THE SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS, Section A, page 16 - October 13, 1937

"Some members of a charter member of the Girl Scouts"by Nina Anderson Pape

..........5^®^ visited the school, told the girls about the Girl Guides in
England and Scotland, had them wildly enthusiatic, selected 16 from 

the group, asked two others, her neice , Daisy Gordon, who was then living 
on a pl^tation near Savannah, and the other, a friend from another ^ool, 
racing 18 in all. In a few days she invited these girls to her home, gave 
them afternoon tea, for you know Daisy was famous for her teas, explained 
more about scouting and started them on their tenderfoot work, gettinSn 
enthusiatic set of youngsters, wild to become Girl Guides, ”

Realizing that 18 girls would be too many for one patrol, Daisy ssaid 
one day, "We will divide the girls into two patrols and I will get another 
captain’. She then selected her commissioner, formed her council, with 
a treasurer and an excutive secretary who acted as director, secured her 
other captain, Marjorie Vandiwiere, and desiring some trained people to 
help revise the English Girl G-uide book to suit the American girl, she 
asked Miss Orcott, one of the council, a trained kindergartner and physo- 
cologist and Mr. Hoxie, a Harvard graduate, a naturalist and woodsman, 
to serve on this committee and they proved most valuable workers,

Ify next memory picture, a most vivid one, is the date March 12, 1912, 
the day of the fo\mding of the Girl Scout movement in America,

\ room in the Louisa Porter home were assembled a group of
\ 17 enthusiastic yomg girls about ten or eleven years old, for the other 

girl, Daisy Gordon, had been installed a few days before as She was out 
in the country and hence is the first Girl Scout and besides the girls

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting — 1912 - 1962 — Honor the Past — Serve the Future



JULIETTE v^ORDON LOW BIRTHPLACE 
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U. S. A.

142 BULL STREET 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

were the two captains and some members of the council. In their midst 
itas Julitte Low, the life of the group, putting the girls through their 
Girl Guide tests, then Mi/UW/ each girl write her name as a
charter member. Next she enrolled the two captains and then divided 
the girls into two patrols, 8 as *‘The White Rose Patrol" with Mrs, 
Anderson as captain, and the other as the "Carnation Patrol" with Miss 
VanDiviere as captain. This eventfiul occasion ended with the newly 
enrolled Girl Guides being given a feast of milk and crackers, jj

Q(Lk^tUif^ nSLUMJU
In a few weeks more patrols were formed, Mrs, Low's'/’turned into 

headquarters for the Guides.,...........

■5S-

FROM SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS - Page k Section C 

Milwaukee's Girl Scout Story"

October 13, 1937

..........At once they formed two troops. The White Rose, comjfted of those
who were thirtern and the Carnation which took in the twelve year olds.

Golden Anniversary of Girl Scouting — 1912-1962 — Honor the Past — Serve the Future



Juliette Gordon Lowe Birthplace IIHL

8. Statement of Sii.uificance:

On March 12, 1912, Mrs. Juliette Gordon Lowe founded the first girl scout 

troop ^in Arcerica, at Savannah Georgia where she lived. In a very short 

time, the original seventeen member patrol had grown to six patrols in the 

city, each having a membership between six and sixty. Inquiries about the 

organization came from all over the U.S.A., and Mrs. Lo\re shortly established 

a national organization in Washington, D.C.^vith herself as the president. At 

the time of her death in I927, the Girl Scouts of America numbered nearly 

168,000 members, and have continued since then to enroll young girls by 

the thousands.

History

Juliette Gordon was born in i860, at Savannah, the daughter of Eleanor 

and William Gordon. At the age of 26, she finally married, after much 

indecision, the flajnboyant Willie Lowe, son of one of Savannah’s wealthiest 

cotton factors, and a man who had acquired a reputation as an international 

playboy. He travelled with a j^sry fast set in England where ^ he spent 

much of his time; a set which included the Prince of Wales, and much of the 

English aristocracy.

The year after their marriage in I826, Willie and "Daisy", as she was 

called, moved to England, where they lived together until Willy died in I905/. 

Mrs. Lowe stayed on there until 1912, making occasional visits to the U.S.A., but 

still travelling with the upper crust of British society. In I91I, Mrs. Lowe 

had occasion, at a luncheon in London, to meet Lord Baden-Powell, founder of



two made plans to establish the Guides in America.

Returning to the house she and Willy Lowe had shared during their occasional 

visits to America, at 329 Abercorn St., Mrs. Lowe soon enrolled local young 

girls into the i fledgling organization. On March 12, 1912, seventeen 

young ladies were forraally enrolled in two patrols, using the old servant's 

quarters/carriage house building behind ^ The Lowe House, as their first 

meeting place. In a very short time, the two patrols had grown to six, 

with membership in each varying from 6 to 60. In the Summer and Autumn of 

1912, she travelled in the Northeast and Midwest, recruiting her troops.

When inquiries begaii^oraing in from all over the U.S.A. , Mrs. Lowe made 

plans to establish a national organization, and in 1915 this was accomplished 

at Washington, D.C. The same year saw the completion of the first Gir|l Guide 

Handbook, and the incorporation of The Girl Scouts of America under the code 

laws of the District of Columbia. The first convention was held, a national 

coundil was formed, and Mrs. Lowe was named the first president.

On January IT, 1927, Mrs. Lowe died in the house on Abercorn Street where 

she had lived so happily with her husband, and )fi. where on the back lot, she had 

begun the meetings of the blossoming girl scouts. At the time of her death, 

just fifteen years after its inception, the Girl Scouts numbered nearly 

168,000 little girls. Over 12 million American girls have to date been girl 

scouts at one time or another in their lives.

7. Description.
The National Historic Landmark designation, honoring Mrs. Juliette 

Gordon Lowe, founder of the Girl Scouts, is presently composed of two buildings 

separated by several city blocks in Savannah Georgia. The first is the



^'■'wayne-Gordon Ho.se at 142 Bull Street, vhere «rs. Juliette Love (nee Gordon) vas 

born, and the second is the first troop headquarters at 330 Drayton Street.

The former is a three storey stuccoed brick structure built I8l?-l821, for 

James Wayne, the mayor of Savannah, and may have been designed by the city's most 

distinguished architect, English-born William Jay. The third storey was added 

about the time of Juliette's marriage to Willy love in l886, while the porch on 

the side IS also not part of the original plan. While sparsely detailed, 

the Wayne-Gordon House is a good example of early-nlneteenth century building 

in savannah, but It In no way suggests the elegance of which William Jay was 

elsewhere capable. His )( Owens-Thomas House, for example, is probably the 

most distinguished of all early houses in Savannah. The Wayne-Gordon House now 

contains offices for the administration of the Katlonal Headquarters of the 

Girl Scouts, who moved to Savannah In 1953, as well as memorabilia collected 

for displaying the / girlhood of "Daisy" Lowe. The house is operated as 

a museum then, and girl scouts are regularly marched through to see the place

Where their founder suffered her childhood.
The troop headquarters building at 330 Drayton Street was a building used

as a servant's quarters and carriage house. Presumably, it was built at the 

same time the Lowe House at the otheS end of the lot was, 1847-1848, and 

may have been designed by John Norris, the New York architect responsible for 

the Greek-Revlval house. It has been adapted for use as meeting rooms and offiees

of the Savannah Council of Girl Scouts.
Not presently Included as a part of the National Historic Landmark, is the

Lowe House, adjacent to the troop headquarters, and the most architecturally 

distinguished of the three buildings In Savannah associated with Mrs. Lowe.

The hlstoricall{^4associations with Mrs. Lowe are also the strongest of the 

three buildings, and the Lowe House should henceforth be considered an integral



The boundary of the Wayne-Gordon House consists simply of the city lot on which 

ft sto/Jds. ab^t 5-00 feet at j42 Bull Street, and 100 feet along

Oglethorpe Avenue. No other buildings there contribute to the national signi

ficance of the landmark.
The small city block enclosed by Abercorn, Macon, Drayton, and Charlton 

Streets, contains the other two structures, The Lowe House, and the / troop 

headquarters. No other buildings stand on this 2 acre block. Total acreage 

of the tv70 separated boundaries is about 2 and a quarter.
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WASHiRGTOH, D.C. 20240

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Juliet'ce Gordon Low BirthplacC j Georgia
After her marriage to William Low of Warx/ickshire, England, Jxiliette 
Gordon Low divided her time among England, Scotland, and America, 
maintaining homes in all three countries. Through her friendship 
with Sir Robert Baden-Poweil, founder of the Bpy Scouts, and his 
sister, founder of the Girl Guides in Ea^and, she became interested 
in the Scout sjovement. Mrs. low sailed for a visit to Savannah in 
the winter of 1911-12 on the same ship with Baden-Fowell, who was 
going to America on a lecture tour. Subsequent correspondence and 
events indicate that they made plans while on shipboard for Mrs. Low 
to start the Girl Guides in America. On March 12, 1912, sixteen 
Sav^ah area girls were formally enrolled in two patrols, >Ir6, Low 
having already enlisted her mother and ten friends to serve as the 
first board of counselors. The old carriage house and servant quarters 
at the rear of the Low house provided a meeting place for the girls.

1912During the summer and early fall of 1921, Mrs. Low tackled the problem 
of organizing the Guides on a national basis. She visited the north- 
^st and midwest to get troops (as they were now called) organized.
The task of setting up a national headquarters in Washington and 
issuing a handbot^ were energetically begun. In 1915 the organization 
was incorporated as the Girl Scouts under the code of laws of the 
District of Colunbia. The fii*st annual convention was held, a 
national council was formed, and Juliette Low was named the first 
president. After four years of personal financing by Mrs. Low, the 
Girl Scout organization was placed on a sound financial basis. The 
organization continued to grow vigorously, and at the time of her 
death in 192?, there were 167,925 members.

The Girl Scouts wanted a -cangible EKfmorial to Juliette Low, and in 
1953 the Gordon House in which she was bom and reared \iaa acquired 
for this purpose. The house, a three-story stuccoed: brick dwelling, 
is an excellent example of Classical Revival architecture. It is 
^lieved to have been designed by the English architect ¥i3J.iam Jay. 
There are many original furnishings throu^out the house and also 
mementoes of Juliette Low,

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace is located at 10 Oglethorpe Avenue, 
East, in Savannah; and the carriage house, which served as the first 
Girl Scout headquarters, at 330 Drayton Street. Both buildings are 
Oftraed and administered by -the Girl Scouts of the United States of 
Anerica. They are open to the pxblic,

HSHSB: R4T 
5-7-65^
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Technical Comments, Juliette Gordon Low Birthpiace

The National Register of Historic Places Branch has reviewed the proposal to amend the 
boundaries of the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace in accordance with the completed form 
originally prepared by the Historic Sites Survey (now History Division), Washington 
Office, National Park Service. Our review of this form results in following two points 
for your consideration and revision.

First, the nomination form states that the Low House should be included in the 
boundaries of this property, even though it is in a discontiguous location from the other 
two buildings of the NHL. Therefore, before this structure can be added to the Gordon 
House and the Troop Headquarters Building (Carriage House) in the NHL boundaries, a 
site map clearly delineating the location of this property and the other two properties 
approximately two blocks away must be prepared. The scale of this map should be 
smaller than the USGS quad, but need not be a more than a sketch map based on tax 
maps as appropriate.

Secondly, in order to clarify the property's existing boundaries, the form needs to have 
further material added documenting the adult relationship of Juliette Gordon Low with 
the Gordon property (her birthplace, childhood home) and with the Troop headquarters 
(Carriage House). Did Juliette inherit these two properties from her family? What was 
their function over time, and especially at the time when she returned to live in the Low 
House after her European encounter with the founder of the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides? What was the use of this property in the years between her death and the use of 
the Gordon House as the National Headquarters of the Girl Scouts in 1953? Did it 
continue to retain its associations with Mrs. Low and the Girl Scouts?

These questions all lead to the point of developing supporting documentation of the 
significance of the Gordon House. The research should be focused on the following 
question; How did the founding of the Girl Scouts happen to occur within the Carriage 
House? What is its significance in relation to the event of the founding of the Girl 
Scouts, the event the National Historic Landmark commemorates?



Insert for page 15
Presently, The Gid Scout First Headquarters Museum and Program Center offers 
programming for local and visiting troops based upon early Girl Scout handbooks. 
Approximately 4,000 Girl Scouts and visitors visit The First Headquarters Museum and 
Program Center every year to experience the nation’s oldest Gid Scout meeting place. The 
histodcal program experience includes a tour of the museum, including rare Gid Scout 
uniforms and photographs, and an hour full of living history activities. These activities give 
the troops a similar experience of eariy Girl Scouts by performing the same badge work 
Also the museum developed an archives program that demonstrates to girls and adults how 
to care and preserve tangible and oral Gid Scout history. The girls can earn Council’s Own 
Badges and Patches, created by Savannah Council staff, by participating in programs at First 
Headquarters, and various historic sites in Savannah. Girls and visitors can also earn a First 
Headquarters Pm for participating in the museum tour.



Note:

Some photos were taken by NPS staff and some by Andrew Low House staff, bi the final 
submission, all photos will be printed as 5 x 7’s.

Also, the floor plans will be cleaned up in the final.
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Mrs. Royce Augustine Hoyle, President 
The National Society of the Colonial Dames 
of American in the State of Georgia 
329 Abercom Street 
Savaimah, GA 31401

r Mayor of Savannah
^tis S. Johnson, Ph.D.

P.O. Box 1027 
Savannah, GA 31402

Shirley Valentine, Interim CEO 
The Girl Scout Council of Savannah, 
Georgia, Inc.
127 Abercom Street, Suite 400 
Savannah, GA 31401

Honorable John Barrow

R epresentative-Johnny Isakson 
tl-20 Russcll Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510

246-Camiuii Iloutie Office BuiWtng- 
Washington, D.C. 20515

fT\r. |Vic5,i V^\c»^;p<;^O^f6cjry^i5’b>'^ 

Department of Natural Resources 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Suite 1252 East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334

Fran Harold, Director 
Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace 
10 E. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, GA 31401

Representative Saxby Chambliss 
J Ib Rusfiell-Senate Office Building 
AVashington, D.C. 20510
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Prom the study of "SocieJ. and Humanitarian Movements," 20 sites 
were selected for Landmark eligibility. The remaining 13 sites 
were selected from special studies and investigations. The list 
is given by state alphabetically:

l^skegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama. As the first president 
of Tuskegee, a pioneer Negro educationeJ. institution chartered by 
the State of Alabama in lb8l, Booker T. Washington put into practice 
a program of industrial and vocational education. Designed to 
improve the Southern Negro's way of life by ameliorating the economic 
conditions under which he lived, the Institute has had far reaching
TT Today it is one of the outstanding Negro schools in the
United States.

^ ^;tional Headquartersy American National Red Cross. Washington. D. C. 
4 ■< Society of the Red Cross established in tne United States
in lool, largely through the efforts of Clara Barton, provided for dis
aster relief and for assistance to the armed forces -cnrough voluntary 
contributions of the American people. Tne National Headquarters ouild- 
ing was erected in 19I5-17. This Impressive structure, located at 
17th and D. Sbreets, N. W., is owned by the American National Red Cross.

C.I* Adminis-crabion Building, Carnegie Institution of Washington. D 
Estaollsned in 1902 and endowed with $10 million by industrialist 
^drew Carnegie, the Carnegie Institution of Wasnington was designed to 
further human well-being through basic scientific research. Its 
Atoinistration Building, at l>3u P. Street, N. W., in Washington, pre
sides over the far-flung activities of tne Institution, and illustrates 
the significant continuing contrioution of Carnegie's wise philanthropy. 
Completed in 191U, the building is owned and administered by the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington.

J

The Juliette Gordon l£>w Birthplace, Savannah, Georgia. In this 
house the founder and first president of the American Girl Scouts was 
born, and in its carriage house she established the first chapter of 
that organization in 1912. The house, which dates from I818-21, is 
now a memorial to the Girl Scout Founder and a national program center 
for the organization. Both the Low Birthplace (Gordon Home) at 10 
Oglethorpe Avenue, East, and the carriage house (First Girl Scout 
Headquarters) at 330 Drayton Street eire owned and administered by the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America.



LiP

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and First Girl Scout Headquarters, 
Georgia , Th-ruTaLj!/ - ,

Announced in press release June 23, 1965

Senator Richard B, Russell, Senator Herman E, Talmadge, and 
Congressman G, Elliott Hagan notified June 22, 1965,

The owner; Miss Robertine K, McClendon, Director, The Juliette 
Gordon Low Birthplace, 142 Bull Street, Savannah, Georgia, 
notified July 1, 1965.

Application forms received for a certificate and plaque from 
Mrs. Jacob E, Eckel, Secretary, Girl Scouts of the United States 
of America, October 5, 1965.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

JUUETTE GORDON LOW 
Founder of Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.

Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., was bom October 31, 1860, in 

Savannah, Georgia and died there January 17, 1927.

"Daisy” as she was known to family and friends, was the second of six children of William 

Washington Gordon and Eleanor Kinzie Gordon. Her father's family were early settlers in Georgia and 

her mother's family played an important part in the founding of Chicago.

A sensitive and talented youngster, Daisy spent a happy childhood in her large Savannah home, 

which has been purchased and restored by Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. Now known as the Juliette 

Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center, the handsome Regency house was designated a Registered 

Historic Landmark m 1965.

Young Daisy developed what was to become a lifetime interest m the arts. She wrote poems, 

sketched, wrote and acted in plays and later became a skilled painter and sculptor.

In her teens, Daisy attended private schools in Virginia and later a French school in New York 

City. FoUowmg her school years she traveled extensively in the United States and Europe, broadening 

her education.

On the date of her parent's 29th wedding anniversary, December 21, 1996, Juliette Gordon 

married William Mackay Low, a wealthy Englishman. Although the couple moved to England, Juliette 

found time to continue her travels, dividing her time between the British Isles and America.

During the Spanish-American war, she returned to aid her country. With her mother, she helped 

organize a convalescent hospital for soldiers in Florida, where her father, who had been a Captain in 

the Confederate Army, was stationed as a General in the U.S. Army. At the end of the war she returned 

to England.
After her husband's death in 1905, Juliette spent several years drifting without a sense of 

direction. All this changed in 1911 when she met Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts 

and Girl Guides, and became interested in new youth movement. One year later she returned to the 

United States and made her historic phone call to a friend saying, Tve got something for the girls of 

Savannah, and all of America, and all of the world, and were going to start it tonight." Thus on March 

12, 1912, Juliette Gordon Low gathered eighteen girls together to organize the first two troops of the



American Girl Guides. Daisy Gordon, her niece was the first registered member. The name of the 

organization was changed to Girl Scouts the following year.

In developing the Girl Scout movement m the United States, Mrs. Low brought girls of all 

backgrounds into the out-of-doors, giving them opportunity to learn about nature and develop self- 

reliance and resourcefulness. She encouraged girls to prepare not only for traditional homemaking, but 

also for possible future roles as professional women, in the arts, sciences, and business, and for active 

citizenship outside the home. Disabled girls were welcomed into Girl Scouting at a time when they 

were excluded fi-om many other activities. This seemed quite natural to Juliette, who never let her own 

deafiiess keep her firom full participation in life.

From an initial eighteen girls in 1912, Girl Scouting has grown to nearly three million in the 

1980's. It is the worlds largest non-profit organization for girls and has influenced more than 50 million 

girls and adult women a and men who have belonged to Girl Scouts.

Juliette Low accumulated admirers and Mends of all ages, nationalities, and walks of life. By 

maintaining contact with overseas Girl Guides and Girl Scouts during World War I, she helped lay the 

foundation for todays World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. After her death in 1927, her 

Mends honored her by establishing The Juliette Low World Friendship Fund, which finances 

international projects among Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world.

On July 3, 1948, President Harry S. Truman signed a bill authorizing a stamp in honor of 

Juliette Gordon Low. The stamp was one of the few dedicated to women. During World War II a 

liberty ship was named in her honor, and in 1954, the city of Savannah honored her by naming a new 

school after her.

On October 28, 1979, Juliette Low was installed in the Women's Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls , 

New York. The purpose of the Women's Hall of fame is "to honor in perpetuity those women, citizens 

of the United States of America, whose contributions to the arts, athletics, business, education, 

government and the humanities, philanthropy, and science, have been of great value to the development 

of their country."

On December 2, 1983, President Ronald Reagan signed a bill naming a new Federal Building, in 

Savarmah, after Juliette Low. It was only the second Federal Building in history to be named after a 

woman.
SKETCH.DOC



acts GIRL SCOUTS'

About Girl Scouts of the U.S.A
Girl Scouting Is—
A movement that gives girls from all segments of American life a chance to develop their potential, to 
make friends, and to become a vital part of their community. Based on ethical values, it opens up a world 
of opportunity for girls, working in partnership with adult volunteers. Its sole focus is to meet the special 
needs of girls.
Its Program—
Is a continuous adventure in learning that offers every girl a broad range of activities which address both 
her current interests and her future role as a woman. Through activities that stimulate self-discovery, girls 
are introduced to the excitement in the worlds of science, the arts, the out-of-doors, and people. Girls 
grow in skill and in self-confidence. They have fun, they make new friends, and through meaningful com
munity service they acquire understanding about themselves and others.
Girl Scouts of the G.S.A. Is—
The largest organization for girls in the world. It is open to all girls ages 5 through 17 (or in kindergarten 
through grade 12) who subscribe to its ideals as stated in the Girl Scout Promise and Law.
It is part of a worldwide family of girls and adults in 136 countries through its membership in the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.
Its Members—
Approximately 3.4 million members.

2,583,500 girls in five program levels:
Daisy Girl Scouts, ages 5-6 (kindergarten or grade 1)
Brownie Girl Scouts, ages 6-8 (or grades 1-2-3)
Junior Girl Scouts, ages 8-11 (or grades 3-4-5-6)
Cadette Girl Scouts, ages 11-14 (or grades 6-7-8-9)
Senior Girl Scouts, ages 14-17 (or grades 9-10-11-12)

806,630 adult members (women and men), including volunteer leaders, consul
tants, board members, and staff specialists in such areas as child development, 
adult education, outdoor education, and administration. Employed executives 
account for less than 1 percent of total adult membership.

Girls and leaders participate in Girl Scouting through group activities in troops. There are 219,136 troops 
and groups, including GSA Girl Scouts Overseas in more than 80 countries. Members of overseas troops 
come from G.S. military and civilian families living abroad.
Its Structure—
Girl Scout troops are organized by Girl Scout councils — 321 in the G.S.A. Councils are local units 
chartered by the national organization to administer and develop Girl Scouting in a council’s jurisdiction 
(a specific geographic area).

National Honorary President 
National President 
National Executive Director 
National Headquarters

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Elinor J. Ferdon 
Mary Rose Main
420 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018-2798



Founding Data —
Juliette Gordon Low, founder, organized the first group of girls on March 12, 1912, in Savannah, Georgia. 
Incorporated in Washington, D.C., June 10, 1915.
Chartered by the United States Congress, March 16, 1950.

The Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try:

To serve God and my country.
To help people at all times.
And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

The Girl Scout Law
1 will do my best to be 

honest and fair, 
friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, 
courageous and strong, and 
responsible for what 1 say and do, 

and to
respect myself and others,
respect authority,
use resources wisely,
make the world a better place, and
be a sister to every Girl Scout.

For further information, contact: 
Communications 
Girl Scouts of the Cl.S.A. 
420 Fifth Avenue 
Mew York, M.Y. 10018-2798 
(212) 852-6548 
http://www. gsusa. org

CSP 40-153-130 Communications 11/96
7 ""31 955 40122 l



GIRL SCOUTS

About the Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center, Birthplace of Juliette Gordon Low.

Location: 142 Bull Street - Comer of Bull & Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401

Juliette Gordon Low, Founder of Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.

Born : October 31, 1860 to Eleanor Kinzie and William Washington Gordon II.
Married: December 21, 1886 to William Mackay Low at Christ Episcopal Church, Savannah, Georgia. 
Began Girl Scouting in U.S.A.: March 12, 1912 in Savannah, Georgia.
Died: January 17, 1927 at age 66.
Buried: Laurel Grove Cemetery in Savaimah, in her Girl Scout uniform.

WA YNE-GORDON HOUSE

Built: 1818-1821 for James Moore Wayne, Mayor of Savaimah, U.S. Congressman, Supreme
Court Justice.

Style: Regency.
Architect: Uiuoiown.
Purchased: 1831 by William Washington Gordon I, Founder of Central of Georgia Railway and 

^andfather of Juliette Gordon Low, for $10,000.
Additions: 1886-top floor, piaz^ and some interior alterations by Detlef Lienau, New York architect,

for Mr. «fe Mrs. William Washington Gordon II, Juliette Low's parents.
Purchased & Restored: 1953-1956 by Girl Scouts of the U.S.A from the Gordon family; one of the 

earliest restorations in Savannah.
Dedicated: October 19, 1956.

Declared National Historic Landmark in 1965, first in Savaimah.

Average Annual Visitation : 75,000 persons (15,000 Girl Scouts in troops; 6,000 Girl Scout individuals; 
54,000 general tourists).

Collections Include: 19th-century decorative arts. Girl Scout memorabilia, photographs and archival 
materials.

PROGRAMMING

Girl Scout Troops: Girl Scout Heritage Visit - hour tour and audio-visual presentation available
Mondav-Sunday (except Wednesday) BY RESERVATION ONLY, fee charged. SPECIAL INTEREST 
SESSIONS - 2 hour hands-on pro^ams in various in-depth topics: arts, crafts, textiles, childhood,
education, maimers, early Girl Scout activities, architecture, etc.

Individuals: WaUc-in tours, group tours; available to Girl Scouts and non-Girl Scouts Monday-Sunday 
(Closed Wednesday); no reservation for individuals; fee charged. School and group programs: available 
weekdays including tour, audio-visual presentations and hands-on opportunities by reservation only: fee 
charged.

Special Events: Yuletide Invitation - A Victorian family celebration of the Gaslight era includes
costumed performances of dance, carols, and parlor games

For Further Information, Co/itach'Juliette Low Birthplace, 142 Bull Street,Savarmah, Georgia 31401

FACTS.DOC
(912) 233-4501 TDD AND VOICE (912) 233-4659 FAX

Girl Scouts of the United States of America • The Juliette Gordon Low Girl Scout National Center 
142 Bull Street, Savannah, GA 31401 • 912-233-4501 TDD and Voice • Fax 912-233-4659





































































































Unscanned Materials

• Highlights in Girl Scouting, 1912-1996. Girl Scouts of the 

U.S.A. 1997.
• Williams, Lillian S. A Bridge to the Future: The History of 

Diversity in Girl Scouting. Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 1996.
• Informational Pamphlets (6)




