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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boca Grande Lighthouse Reservation, located on 3.5 acres of 
land at the southern tip of Gasparilla Island, contains the Boca Grande 
Lighthouse, the assistant keeper's quarters, one corrugated metal 
building, two metal cisterns, one masonary paint locker, and a U. S. 
Coast Guard beacon. Resting on steel screw pilings with wooden braces, 
the square Boca Grande Lighthouse has weatherboard siding with comer- 
boards. Originally, two sets of stairs led to galleries on the east 
and south facades. Although the present plain balustrade was added 
later for safety reasons, the wood posts with brackets seem to be ori­
ginal. The main entrance is on the south facade and consists of two 
central four-panelled .wood doors with tr^hsom^'a'shre's. 'A secondary 
entrance on the Vast gallery'is accessible from the nor^thern .stairs an# 
is also a four-panelled wood door with transom sash. The irregular 
fenestration origma'lly had double hung sash; but at an unspecified 
time was changed.to awning windows. The pyramid roof was originally 
wood shingle, but was changed to slate in 1899 and to composition 
shingles at some unknown later date. The octagonal metal and jalousie 
glass light enclosure rests on a low, square weatherboard tower with 
central jalousie windows on all sides.

Located seventy feet northeast of the Boca Grande Lighthouse is 
the assistant keeper's house. Presumably constructed in 1890 also', 
the assistant keeper's house is virtually identical to the lighthouse 
a^tself. The major differences are that this structure has a south 
C^trar "single'^fbur-parte 1 wo6d "door With trrtnsom sash; an incised 
gallery on Vhe 's'outh,'=west, Vrid north facadesTi and a partial gallery 
on the east facade; the fenestration is double-hung sash; and the fact 
that it has a vent at the apex of the pyramid roof instead of a light.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boca Grande Lighthouse derives its primary significance from 
its opening of the Boca Grande Harbor for large phosphate shipments. The 
lighthouse was completed in September, I89O, and activated on December 31, 
1890.^ Presumably, the assistant keeper's quarters were constructed at the' 
same time. The design reflects the fact that the light did not require as 
much elevation that is seen in other Florida lighthouses due to its serving 
as a harbor beacon as opposed to outer maritime traffic.

New phosphate discoveries in west central Florida and advanced mining
techniques developed in the l880's demanded a port capable of handling the
increased volume of seagoing traffic. During the l890's phosphate mined in
the Peace River area was brought out to deep water in lighters and barges 
where it was transferred to ocean-going vessels.^ This necessitated the 
building of the Boca Grande Lighthouse; a quay, kno-wn as the State Quarantine 
Dock; and the installation of a customs office to inspect the incoming vessels 
arriving to load the phosphate.3

Originally, a black lantern displaying a fixed white light interrupted 
by a red flash warner approaching vessels of the hazards of the Boca Grande 
pass. The focal plane of the 100,000 candle power light was forty-four fe^t
above near sea level and could be seen at a distance of twenty-four miles.

In 1909 the procedure for transporting the phosphate changed with the 
completion of the Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad.5 The completion 
of the railroad necessitated the construction of the present phosphate docks 
in order to accomodate the larger shipments. The Boca Grande Lighthouse 
functioned until i960 when the light was moved two miles to the north.°
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All that part and parcel of land on the southern tip of Gasparilla Island 
which extends north to an imaginary line which traverses, said island from east 
to west and parallels the eastern dyke surro\xnding and adjacent oil tank farm.
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Vo uo IVJEIJJ 6A-C0
Commencing in the Northeast corner of Section 23, Township 

43 South, Range 20 East; thence S 89° 20' W 1320.00 feet to a 
quarter quarter section corner marked by a galvanized pipe plug in 
concrete; thence S 0° 40' E 990.0 feet to a 6" diameter concrete 
monument, the point of beginning; thence S 89° 20' W 1052.8 feet 
to a concrete post four inches square in the Easterly right-of- 
way line of County Road; thence S 0° 16' 50" E 1320 feet along 
Easterly right-of-way line to a concrete post four inches square; 
thence N 89° 20' E 1061.7 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; 
thence N 0° 40' W 330 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; thence 
N 39° 20' E 1061.72 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; thence 
W 0° 40' W 330 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; thence 
N 89° 20' E 1248 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; thence 
continuing N 89° 20' E 17 feet to a point on mean high water 
shoreline on Charlotte Harbor; thence follow a meander line 
N 5° 20' E 500 feet to a point; thence N 13° 30' E 500 feet to a 
point; thence N 21° 00' E 200 feet to a point; thence N 12° 06'
E 185.8 feet to a point in the mean high water shoreline; thence 
S 89° 20' W 11 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument; thence 
continuing S 89° 20' W 87 feet to a 6" diameter concrete monument 
15 feet from the edge of a swamp; thence continuing S 89° 20' W 
over open water 130 feet to a 10" diameter concrete monument; thence 
S 0° 40' E over open water 260 feet to a 6" concrete monument; 
thence continuing S 0° 40' E 400 feet to a 6" concrete monument; 
thence S 89° 20' W 1320 feet to a 6" concrete marker; thence 
N 0° 40' W 330 feet to the point of beginning containing 53.7 acres, 
more or less; subject, however, to the right-of-way previously 
granted to the Seaboard Air Line Railroad Company (formerly the 
Alafia, Manatee and Gulf Coast Railroad Company).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boca.Grande Lighthouse derives its primary significance from 
its opening of the Boca Grande Harbor for large phosphate shipments. 
The lighthouse was completed in September, 1890, and activated on 
December 31, 1890.1 Presumably, the assistant keeper's quarters were 
constructed at the same time. The design reflects, the fact that the 
light did not require as much elevation that is seen in other Florida 
lighthouses due to its serving as a harbor beacon as opposed to outer 
maritime traffic.

New phosphate discoveries in west central Florida and advanced 
mining techniques developed in the 1880's demanded a port capable of 
handling the increased volume of seagoing traffic. During the 1890's 
phosphate mined in the Peace River area was brought out to deep water 
in lighters and barges where it was transferred to ocean-going ves­sels. 2 This necessitated the building of the Boca Grande Lighthouse; 
a quay, known as the State Quarantine |Do(^k; qnd the ins,tallat;iQn'^of 
a customs office to inspect the incoming vesselq arriving to load the 
phosphate.3

Originally, a black lantern displaying a fixed white light inter­
rupted by a red flash warned approaching vessels of the hazards of the 
Boca Grande pass. The focal plane of the 100,000 candle power light 
was forty-four feet above near sea level and could be seen at a dis­
tance of twenty-four miles.^

In 1909 the procedure for transporting the phosphate changed with 
the completion of the Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad.^ The 
completion of the railroad necessitated the construction of the pre­
sent phosphate docks in order to accomodate the larger shipments. The 
Boca Grande Lighthouse functioned until 1960 when the light was moved 
two miles to the north.6

See Continuation Sheet
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MEMORANDUM
George Firestone
SECRETARY OF STATE

TO: Carol Duble 

FROM: Dan Deibler

Date: February 13, 1980

SUBJECT: Boca Grande Lighthouse, revision to acreage and verbal boundary;
description (item 10).

/Enclosed is the revised page for the Boca Grande Lighthouse nomination. Please 
substitute for the original. Also, note that this verbal boundary description 
supercedes that of the original and the continuation sheet for Item 10 (Page l) 
should be discarded.

gen-19
1-7-75
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VERBAL BOy-NOARY DESCRtPtiON ....................

All that part and parcel of land ©n the soathern tip of Gaspari11a Island 
wMch extends- north to an imaginary line which traverses said island froffl east 
to west and parallels the eastern dyke 'stirrowiding and adjacent oil tank farm.
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STATE lyt^RTnA

Date Entered FEB 28

Ncuae Location

Boca Grande Lighthouse Boca Grande vicinity 
Lee County

Also Notified
Honorable Richard Stone

Honorable Lawton Chiles 
Honorable L. A. (Skip) Bafalls

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Ross Morrell 
Director, Division of Archives, History 

and Records Management 
Department of State 
The Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

NR Byers/bjr 3/4/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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"Hafford, Lindsay B."
<LBHafford@dos.state.fl.us
>
10/01/2009 03:57 PM

To <ricah_marquez@contractor.nps.gov>

cc "Ivory, Marie C." <MCIvory@dos.state.fl.us>, "Mattick, 
Barbara" <BMattick@dos.state.f1.us> 

bcc

Subject Boca Grande Lighthouse information

Hi Ricah,
In response to your inquiry regarding the Boca Grande Lighthouse I have located a 
memo that mentions the replacement page, following that was a page that includes 
Section 10 of the nomination (see attached). It is the only version of Section 10 that 
we currently have so I am unable to confirm that this is in fact the replacement but 
perhaps you can. It seems that there was a change in the verbal boundary 
description sometime around the beginning of 1980. Please let me know if this 
boundary description is different from the that which is reflected in your nomination 
papers.

I look forward to your response.
Thank you,

Lindsay Halford 
Historical Data .'Vnalyst 
Horida Master Site File 
Division of Historical Resources 
.aOO South Bronough Street 
T allahassee, Florida 32399 

. Phone: (850) 245-6440 l-'ax: (850) 245-6439 
Toll Free: l-8()()-847-7278

Please take a few minutes to provide feedback on the quality of service you received from our staff. The Florida 
Department of State values your feedback as a customer. Kurt Browning, Florida Secretary of State, is committed 
to continuously assessing and improving the level and quality of services provided to you. Simply click on the link 
to the "DOS Customer Satisfaction Survey." Thank you in advance for your participation. DOS Customer

Satisfaction Survey lnsert.pdf


