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Qname
HIS^RI^

De Soto National Memorial
AND/OR COMMON

Shaw's Point or De Soto Point

Hlocation
STREETS NUMBER

End of 75th St. NW —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN Bradenton _ vicinity of

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT8th

STATE CODE
Florida 12

COUNTY CODE
Manatee 081

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

_Xdistrict

_BUILDING(S)
—STRUCTURE
^ITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
XX_PUBLIC

—PRIVATE
—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
X"0CCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 

■*6/0RK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE 

XXES: RESTRICTED 
— YES; UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE XX.MUSEUM 
—COMMERCIAL XX.PARK 

XXEDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
t^SNTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY -OTHER:

[AGENCY
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: w«pp/rc.«e> National Park Servlce, Southeast Regional Office

STREETS NUMBER 1895 Phoenix Blvd,

CITY. TOWN
Atlanta

VICINITY OF

STATE
Georgia

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Manatee County Courthouse
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREETS NUMBER

Manatee Avenue West
CITY, TOWN

RrarlpnlTin

STATE 
TCT rr-r-I rl a

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Manatee County Florida, Section Sk - 13/18
DATE

1961 —FEDERAL —STATE ^X^OUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Manatee County Courthouse
CITY. TOWN STATE

Florida



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

XXXCELLENT

_GOOD

—FAIR

.DETERIORATED

—RUINS

—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

—UNALTERED

XX^LTERED

CHECK ONE

XXORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of Hernando De Soto 
in Florida in 1539. Locally called Shaw's Point, it was established by 
the United States De Soto Expedition Commission in 1939 as the general 
area in which De Soto disembarked. In 1948, the National Park Service 
acquired 30 acres of Shaw's Point to establish the De Soto National Memorial.

Although there is no agreement among reputable historians that the Point 
was the actual landfall of the De Soto expedition, it is generally accepted 
that Shaw's Point, situated at the modth of the Manatee River, would have 
been a convenient landing place. De Soto himself made no reference to the 
landing point, but went on to describe the immediate wooded area as swampy 
and thick with vast and lofty forests.

Presently, the De Soto National Memorial encompasses 30 acres of landscaped 
area and tidal mangrove swamp. The swamp does not contain a "virgin" 
mangrove growth of 400+ years of replenishment; almost all growth is only 
31-36 years old or less. The water's edge is naturally buttressed with 
different types of:surface materials and a ridge of deposit shell atop the 
beach face.

Located within the Memorial are remnants of shell mounds and walkways, 
apparently left by groups of Indians during the period of approximately 
400 AD to 1700 AD. Also within the park, a "tabby house" was built in 
1843 by William Shaw, one of the first settlers in Manatee County. The 
house fell into ruin after Shaw moved away in 1856. It was excavated in 
1964 and remains an archaeological site.

In 1939, the Colonial Dames of America erected a commemorative marker to 
De Soto on an acre of land near what is now the parking lot. Since it s 
establishment as a National Memorial in 1948, the National Park Service 
has Installed administrative. Interpretive, and maintenance facilities 
all of which are currently in excellent condition.

Approximately 4 acres containing the parking area, residence, maintenance 
area and landscaping are composed of modern fill dredged from the Mantee 
River in the mid 1950's. The remainder of the area is in its natural 
state.
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1539

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of the De Soto 
expedition in Florida in 1539 and the first extensive organized exploration 
of the interior of the southeastern part of the United States. However, 
the Memorial or Shaw's Point cannot be administered as a historic site 
with respect to the De Soto journey because of the disagreement among 
historians as to the exact location of De Soto's landfall. But, it is 
generally accepted that he landed in the vicinity of Tampa Bay. :<.

After their disembarkment, the Spanish began their march through 4000 
miles of unknown land. They penetrated as far north as present Tennessee 
and as far west as Texas. De Soto died in 1542 and was buried in the Missis­
sippi River. The remnants of the expedition built ships at the confluence 
of the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers where they were set afloat in the 
spring (floods of 1543. They sailed into the Gulf to civilized Mexico.
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United States Department of the

IN REPLY REFER TO:L7617 SER-PR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
De Soto National Memorial 

P.O. Box 1377 
Bradenton, Florida 33506

June 28, 1976

Memorandum
To: Associate Regional Director, Planning and Assistance
From: Acting Superintendent, DeSoto National Memorial
Subject: Role of Management in Nominations to the National Register
I concur with the present nonimation of DeSoto National Memorial 
to the National Registry. The nomination will have no impact on park 
planning or operation.

71^^ (0,
Neil C. Mangum T'

sr/0 f

1 1 !■'<'' 1 CAT*
1.
! ro
1

[______!

Save Energy and You Serve America!



United States Department of th

IN REPLY REFER TO:
H30-SER-PP

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFIC 

1895 Phoenix Boulevard 
Atlanta, Georgia 30337

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
JUL 1 5 1976

Memorandtim 

To:

RECEIVED 

OCT B 1976^
NATIONAL
register

From:

Subject:

Associate Director, Professional Services, WASO 
Attention: Assistant Director, Park Historic Preservation

Regional Director, Southeast Region

Transmittal of National Register Nomination Forms

Enclosed are National Register Inventory and Nomination Forms for the 
following Southeast Region areas:

Andrew Johnson National Historic Site 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 
De Soto National Memorial 
Fort Donelson National Military Park

The nominations for Andrew Johnson, Abraham Lincoln and De Soto had been 
returned by your office for revision. The other two nominations are sub­
mitted for the first time.

The Historic Preservation Review Board for this region has evaluated these 
nominations and determined that none of them have implications in the area 
of planning or operations for the park areas involved. Attached to each 
nomination is a letter from the Superintendent concurring in the nomination 
of his area.

We hope to submit more nominations in early August,

Enclosures 5

OV-^TIO^



United States Department of the Intep
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WASHINGTON, D.G. 20240
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To: Dlroetor. Offloo of Afelwoloty Btito«l«
'Oiveoi^: fmAmtA ftopfooootottv* to Koetonal /O

Dep«rt3Mttl: of latowfioe ij '

F*o«: Fod«r«i Roproiootativo, Kotional Rarls Sorvlc*

Subjoet: Hoadnatlono t© ^ Hotional R©gi«t»F Hl««o»io Plac©©

Enclo#«<i «?« ^ aeniiuitlOB© of ‘‘Fort DoboIooo Motioool MUtasy

Park and HaHoaal C«aotory»** owS "Do Soto KatimMil Mwwelol," la tte

SoutdtOMt Roflon of tho Sotlowil fmfk Sorvlco, oabnitcoA la

ooafirwation of «ioir iaclaoloa la tbo Motional Roglatar of

Hlatoirie Plaaoa.

iS*d.J. a-rrs *.

Il’olJij KolMct H. lltKy

Snoloaurea



IN REPLY REFER TO!

H34PC

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

OCT 5 national
register

f
Memorandum

To: Director, Office of Archeology and Historic

Through: Federal Representative to the National Register,
Department of the Interior

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service

Subject: Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places

Enclosed are the nominations of "Fort Donelson National Military

Park and National Cemetery," and "De Soto National Memorial," in the

Southeast Region of the National Park Service, submitted in

confirmation of their inclusion in the National Register of

Historic Places.

Enclosures

Robert M. Utley


