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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of Hernando De Soto
in Florida in 1539. Locally called Shaw's Point, it was established by

the United States De Soto Expedition Commission in 1939 as the general

area in which De Soto disembarked. In 1948, the National Park Service
acquired 30 acres of Shaw's Point to establish the De Soto National Memorial.

Although there is no agreement among reputable historians that the Point
was the actual landfall of the De Soto expedition, it is generally accepted
that Shaw's Point, situated at the moiwth of the Manatee River, would have
been a convenient landing place. De Soto himself made no reference to the
landing point, but went on to describe the immediate wooded area as swampy
and thick with vast and lofty forests.

Presently, the De Soto National Memorial encompasses 30 acres of landscaped
area and tidal mangrove swamp. The swamp does not contain a "wvirgin" .
mangrove growth of 400+ years of replenishment; almost all growth is only
31-36 years old or less. The water's edge is naturally buttressed with
different types of surface materials and a ridge of deposit shell atop the
beach face.

Located within the Memorial are remnants of shell mounds and walkways,
apparently left by groups of Indians during the period of approximately
400 AD to 1700 AD. Also within the park, a "tabby house" was built in
1843 by William Shaw, one of the first settlers in Manatee County. The
house fell into ruin after Shaw moved away in 1856. It was excavated in
1964 and remains an archaeolopical site.

In 1939, the Colonial Dames of America erected a commemorative marker to
De Soto on an acre of land near what is now the parking lot. Since it s
establishment as a National Memorial in 1948, the National Park Service
has installed administrative, interpretive, and maintenance facilities
all of which are currently in excellent condition.

Approximately 4 acres containing the parking area, residence, maintenance
area and landscaping are composed of modern fill dredged from the Mantee
River in the mid 1950's. The remainder of the area is in its natural
state.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAN_CF

The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of the De Soto
expedition in Florida in 1539 and the first extensive organized exploration
of the interior of the southeastern part of the United States. However,
the Memorial or Shaw's Point cannot be administered as a historic site
with respect to the De Soto journey because of the disagreement among
historians as to the exact location of De Soto's landfall. But, it:is
generally accepted that he landed in the vicinity of Tampa Bay. Sk

After their disembarkment, the Spanish began their march through 4000

miles of unknown land. They penetrated as far north as present Tennessee

and as far west as Texas. De Soto died in 1542 and was buried in the Missis-
sippi River. The remnants of the expedition built ships at the confluence

of the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers where they were set afloat in the
spring #loods of 1543. They sailed into the Gulf to civilized Mexico.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

De Soto NM is bounded by the Manatee River to the north amd east, private
property to the west and SW, Catholic church property to the southeast.
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC

Visitor Center
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2. LOCATION

STATE

Florida

COUNTY

Manatee

TOWN

STREET AND NUMBER

De Soto National Memorial, end of 75th St. N.W.

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Paul Bartley

DATE

L/3/75

NSBaul F”'Eiey Photography
Bradenton, Fla.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Visitor Center looking from the north.
southern red cedar in front. Water o

interpretive trail in center background.

Shows VC with gumbo-limbo and
f Manatee River and beginning of

GPO 932.009






UNITED STAT TMENT OF THE INTERIOR ’\ J “N
FORM 181801 A : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE /A L u L33
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES A ¢ 2\
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM / “/ Rr O \
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with pbotogfapﬁ) “‘Cp Vp) ﬁw,,l\\
1. NAME | T =
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De Soto trail marker \:; Aﬂ?p» R “/t:J
/? On ' i
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2. LOCATION ' SlER £
STATE COUNTY TOWN \ \>z"
Florida Manatee B{gqenton Ee)

STREET AND NUMBER

De Séto National Memorial, end of 75th St. N.W,

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHQTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Paul Bartley Photography
Paul Bartley L/3/75 Bradenton, Florida

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Trail marker looking east. Surrounded by gumbo-llmbo and southern
red cedar trees. Living history camp can be seen in background.
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2. North arrow.
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Memorandum \\\\\i:2§§w3l,*’
To: Associate Regional Director, Planning and Assistance
From: Acting Superintendent, DeSoto National Memorial

Subject: Role of Management in Nominations to the National Register

I concur with the present nonimation of DeSoto National Memorial
to the National Registry. The nomination will have no impact on park

planning or operation.

Neil C. Mangum

iV

CONSERVE L5 .
AMERICA'S s | |
ENERGY .

Save Energy and You Serve America!




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFIC RECEIVED
1895 Phoenix Boulevard

IN REPLY REFER TO: Atlanta, Georgia 303
H30-SER-PP e ¥

OCT 8 1976}

NATIONAL
CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED REGISTER
15 1976
Memorandum JuL 4 .“?T%é
To: Associate Director, Professional Services, WASO

Attention: Assistant Director, Park Historic Preservation
From: Regional Director, Southeast Region
Subject: Transmittal of National Register Nomination Forms

Enclosed are National Register Inventory and Nomination Forms for the
following Southeast Region areas:

Andrew Johnson National Historic Site

Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park
De Soto National Memorial

Fort Donelson National Military Park

The nominations for Andrew Johnson, Abraham Lincoln and De Soto had been
returned by your office for revision. The other two nominations are sub-
mitted for the first time.

The Historic Preservation Review Board for this region has evaluated these
nominations and determined that none of them have implications in the area
of planning or operations for the park areas involved. Attached to each
nomination is a letter from the Superintendent concurring in the nomination
of his area.

We hope to submit more nominations in early August.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AN
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N
Memor andum ¢
To: Director, Office of Archeolegy and Historic Preser
Through: Federal Representative to the Nstional mu£ /&,7 |
Department of the Interior

From: Federal Representative, National Park Servics

Subject: Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places
Enclosed are the nominations of "Fort Denelson Natienal Military
Park and National Cemetery,” and "De Soto National Memorial,” in the
Southeast Region of the Natiomal Park Service, submitted in
confirmation of their inclusion in the National Register of

Historic Places.

LSgd.\), Harry W. pfanza

(fory ’j Robert M. Utley

Enclosures



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
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IN REPLY REFER TO!

H34PC " .
OCT5 w5
NATIONAL
REGISTER
Memorandum
To: Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservgtion

Through: Federal Representative to the National Register,

Department of the Interior (/<) >¢(’

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service

Subject: Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places
Enclosed are the nominations of "Fort Donelson National Military
Park and National Cemetery," and '"De Soto National Memorial," in the
Southeast Region of the National Park Service, submitted in
confirmation of their inclusion in the National Register of

Historic Places.
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