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1 ■ Name of Property
historic name Foggy Bottom Historic District
other names/site number N/A

2. Location
street & number Bounded by New Hampshire Avenue, 24th, 26th, H, and J not for publication N/A
city, town Washington K Streets, N.W. 1|vicinity N/A
state District of code county N/A code 001 zip code 20037

Columbia
3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
S private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
I I building(s)
H district 
I I site
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

135 01 buildings
_______ _______ sites
_______ _______ structures
_______ _______ objects

13 s qi Total
Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
HE] nomination IIZI request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property Hmeets didoes not meet the National Register criteria, dsee continuation sheet.

see below ______________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

maets 1] does not meet the National Register criteria, d See continuation sheet.
(A ________ _________________ 18 June 1987

Signature of commentjhg or oth^r official /

In^ opinion, the p
.y'Q I

State Historic Preservation Officer
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, ^reby, certify that this property is: 
[V] entered in the National Register.

dSee continuation sheet, 
d determined eligible for the National 

Register, d See continuation sheet, 
d determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

wliiflV

H removed from the National Register. 
J other, (explain:)_________________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian

Materiais (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick____________________
walls__ Brick

roof 
other.

Metal
Stone lintels,
Metal comipes

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Foggy Bottom Historic District contains ouer 200 buildings on 
approximately three acres in the heart of the Capital. The district's 
boundaries are K Street on the north, Neu Hampshire Auenue on the 
southeast, 24th Street on the east and 26th Street on the uest; they define 
a primarily residential area. Where portions of nineteenth century Foggy 
Bottom remain, the buildings reflect their origins in the working class 
residential community that existed at that time. Except for a single alley 
warehouse and a few structures built as corner stores, only rowhouses 
suruiue. They form a cohesiue neighborhood of modest dwiilings, built in a 
limited range of materials and styles. Primarily flat-fronted brick 
structures, the rowhouses are generally two, but occasionally three, 
stories in height. The modest styling and ornamentation reflects the 
limited circumstances of their nineteenth century occupants.

The buildings in the district date primarily from the late 1870's to 
the first decade of the twentieth century and they reflect the stages of the 
neighborhood’s deuelopment. The earliest residences are inciiuidually 
constructed rowhouses that were built for their original owner Notaole 
among these is a group of four brick buildings along 25th Street and the 
adjacent frame house at the corner of 25th and Eye which may haue been 
associated with the underground railroad. The brick buildings are 
distinguished by their flat facades and side entries

The indiuidual rowhouses were later joined by small groups of two or 
three attached houses, built by area residents on speculation. They are 
good examples of urban uernacular architecture, erected by successful 
members of the community. Seueral residences within the district were 
built by Peter McCartney, a carpenter whose craftsman's skill in handling 
unprepntious designs and materials is seen in his work at 2530-2532 Eye

3 See continuation sheet
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The long blocks of similar flat-fronted, tuo-story rouhouses, 
generally built after 1885, represent the culmination of the uernacular 
tradition in Foggy Bottom. They uere built as speculatiue uentures by such 
firms as Dannenhouer and Sons and B. H. Uarner & Co, Within a relatiuely 
small area there are a dozen groups of such rouhouses, on both streets and 
alleys, built in blocks of four, six, or as many as sixteen units. Although 
some are attributed to Uashington architects such as Albert Beers anef 
Norman Grimm, they are generally simple and repetitiue interpretations of 
a stock uocabulary of arcnitectural forms.

Tuo groups of residences that were designed and built by the Burden 
family appear to reflect the strong ethnic character of the community at 
the turn of the century. These houses are characterized by European 
uernacular design elements such as bellcast roofs, lancet uindous, Flemish 
gables, and peaked lintels. Their picturesque quality and medieual details 
strongly contrast uith the sophisticated bay-fronted Uictorian tounhouses 
that uere far more typical of the residences in Washington during this 
period.

As a uhole, the district presents a lou scale harmony of rhythmic 
rouhouses uhich are occasionally adorned uith uhimsicaf ornament. Many 
of the area's neuer residences closely follou the established scale and 
fenestration patterns of the district's historic structures and compliment 
the design cohesion of the older buildings. A number of the neuer 
apartment buildings continue the physical rhythm of the surrounding 
streetscape, if not the scale. Where contemporary large scale buildings do 
intrude, the rhythm of the street is compromised, but not broken. Despite 
the uarying forms of architecture, the large number of rouhouses clearly 
dominate the ambience and character of the district.

The follouing are descriptions of key buildings uithin the Foggy 
Bottom Historic District. Organized by square, they are representatiue of 
the structures that contribute to the district.

Square 17

The oldest structure in Square 17 is the corner building at 2500 Eye 
Street. The house is one of only a handful of frame structures in the 
Foggy Bottom area, it is cubic in form uith a flat roof. The original 
ueatnerboard has been concealed by aluminum siding.
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The four buildings on 25th Street, numbers 822, 824, 826 and 828, are 
brick uith a flat facade and a side entry. All are representatiue of the 
urban uernacular style buildings built in the district betueen 1874 and 
1884, uhen single family homes in the city became affordable for the 
uorking class.

Number 822 is tuo stories high and three bags uide. its uooden

Empire style.

Number 824, uhich uas built in 1878, is a brick building that has been 
stuccoed. The modest building is tuo bays uide and three stories high. All 
original ornamentation has been remouea except for a rou of modillions 
beneath the eaues.

Number 826 uas constructed simultaneously uith 824 and built by its 
original ouner, Michael Clancey. It is a modest, plain building, deuoid of 
any distinguishing decoration.

Number 828 uas built in 1884 by John Scanlan, a prosperous local 
saloon keeper uho uas responsible for erecting seueral other houses in 
Foggy Bottom. This house is the smallest of the group, hauing only tuo 
stones and tuo bays. Its decoratiuely detailed brick cornice is typical of

The residences on the 2500 block of Eue Street exhibit features

style and proportion and are sited to follou recessed lot lines.

Number 2506 Eye Street is a simple brick duelling uith a flat facade;

---------- -------------------------- - „—^ The structure
^s^con^pat^ble both in scale and proportion uith its neighbors at 2508 and
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Peter McCartney, Foggy Bottom's best known builder, designed and 
constructed the house at Z508 Eye Street for Thomas Cahill in 1887, It is 
a simple, freestanding building two stories high and two bays wide with a 
flat facade. McCartney's skill with brick and wood is euident in the 
restrained, corbelled brick cornice and delicate jigsaw work aboue the 
windows as well as in the delicate attenuated columns that flank the entry.

Numbers 2506 and 2508 form the east flank of a row of modest 
two-story houses. The first group in the row, 2512-2518 Eye Street, was 
deuelopeoby owner/builder Harry Kite to the design of architect Pi. H. Beers 
They are modest brick structures, two stories high and two bays wide, with 
a flat facade. Their wider proportions and their simplicity ofdesign

Pi second group of speculatiue houses, 2520-2528 Eye Street, is 
composed of fiue cowhouses designed by Uashington architect Norman 
Grimm. They are one meter wider than a similar row to the east and are 
also slightly more ornate. The additional width allows for two windows and 
a door on the first floor and two windows on the upper story. The bracketed 
cornice, two string cornices, and plain stone lintels are details which 
create a distinctiue facade.

The streetscape is completed by the two attached houses at 
2530-2532 Eye Street, designed ancl constructed by Peter McCartney. Two 
stories high and two bays wide, they^achieue an imposing appearance with 
their intricate brick cornice work. There is an unusual ground leuel arched 
opening in the connecting party wall that prouides access to rear yards; 
McCartney's skill with brick is seen in the arch and cornice.

Square 16

The six buildings at 900-910 25th Street illustrate the use of 
decoratiue brickwork to add uisual interest to modestly-scaled buildings 
The brick cornice has a distinctiue corbel motif at its eaues; the same 
motif is used to accentuate the segmental arched windows. These small 
houses are two stories high and two bays wide, with alternating entry
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The duellings at 2503-05-07 Eye Street form a unique group uithin 
the district. Designed in 1892 by Thomas Francis, Jr. for T. B. Harrison, 
they boast large projecting square bays. These buildings present a 
forthright appearance uith their massiue bays and strong uertically set 
brick cornices. The original uindous haue been replaced.

The rou of duellings along 25th Street is typical of the district. 
Numbers 912,91 2V2, 914, and 91472 are distinguished by the uaried 
placement of entrance doors. All four buildings are tuo stories high and 
three bays uide. Designed in 1887 as a specuTatiue project by B. H. Uarner 
and Company, they uere originally used as single family residences. 
Number 912'^is particularly notable because it retains the original door 
location and has fine proportions. An intricate stepped brick cornice 
crouns the group and segmental arches ouer the uindous are accentuated 
by pressed brick detailing.

Number 2534 K Street uas designed and constructed in 1889 by local 
master builder Peter McCartney. It is a three-story brick building that uas 
originally intended for use as both a store and a residence. It uas built for 
Peter Mcintyre uho operated his grocery store there until the first decade 
of the tuentieth century and also used ft as his home. McCartney, a 
carpenter by trade, practiced extensluely in Foggy Bottom both as a 
designer and a builder. His uork uith brick exhibits a masterful control of 
uernacular building techniques, demonstrated by both the skill and the 
originality that he brought to his projects. The building is situated on an 
angular corner lot and features strong massing. Decoration is limited to 
simply detailed pressed and molded brick. String coursing, an ornate 
corbeued cornice of brick, and limestone segmental arched lintels in a 
beaded design are used across the three eleuations of this freestanding 
building. A three-story square bay uhich is crouned by an arched pediment 
that emphasizes its corner position prouides uisual relief from the 
repetitiue rouhouse streetscaoe.

Numbers 949-955 26th Street are larger rouhouses uhich retain their 
original simple appearance. Built in 1892, tuo stories high on a raised 
basement, the buildings are three bays uide. Their ornamentation is 
restricted to the brickuork used for the high cornice and as an accent on 
the segmental arches.
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Number 947 26th Street is a McCartney building uith a full scale 
oct^agonal^bai^^ Uer^^s^mHar in ornamentation to the adjacent buildings at
serued as the model for U^neighbors^*^^^^ appears to haue

The residence at 901-907 26th Street represents both the new and 
the old Foggy Bottom, It is composed of tuo brick buildings that uiere 
renouated for residential use in the late 1970's to the design of the 
Uashington architectural firm of Suaney Kerns. Uhile only the front brick 
uall of one building and the facades of the other remain, the original scale, 
material, and fenestration has been maintained. The design is innouatiue, 
responding to the neighborhood's basic design elements. Iron work by the 
yell-knoun craftsman Albert Paley in abstract and stylized motifs adorns 
the building and a large gate at the entry area on 26th Street.

Square 28

The structures at 2421-2427 Eye Street exhibit the picturesque 
quality of Foggy Bottom's small scale rouhouses. These four buildinqs 
were constructed in 1889 by Joseph Burden to the designs of B Burden 
They offer simple interpretations of the English uernacular designs that 
gained popularity uith the emergence of the English Arts and Crafts style 
This early use is unusual and indicates a leuel of stylistic auareness that 
uas not typical of Foggy Bottom. Tuo stories high and tuo bays uide, tuo 
of the houses feature a uariation of a bellcast roof, another is parapeted, 
and the fourth has a front gable. The recessed entries and indiuidually 
proportioned fenestration add to the charming character of this rou.

Numbers 2407, 2409, and 2411 Eye Street uere designed in 1909 by 
A, H, Beers for builder Simon Oppenheimer. The structures are tuo stories 
high and three bays uide and are constructed of brick set in Flemish bond 
They are simple, flat-fronted buildings that display careful attention to 
proportion. Uide rusticated lintels accent the uindous and corbelled brick 
decorates the cornice.

In 1881, Peter McCartney uorked on the building at 2431 Eye Street in 
Square 28, uhich uas being constructed for John Casey, Tuo bays uide it 
features a one-story polygonal bay. The cornice is a deeply set, 
triangulated corbel that is uery similar to the cornice on the residence at 
828 26th Street, built in 1884 oy Joseph Scanlan.
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Square 2Q

Square 29, one of the more intact squares in Foggy Bottom, illustrates 
the charming character attained in the district by buildings of modest 
price and scale. Here, the juxtaposition of buildings uith flat facades next 
to those featuring refined articulation creates a successful uisual 
interplay. This picturesque square illustrates the ethnicity of Foqqy 
Bottom and establishes a uery intimate street scale.

. group of buildings to be built in the historic district,
at 828-38,842-44 Ney Hampshire and 2400-2416 Eye Street, uere 
designed and built in 1886 by James H. Grant for speculator Samuel 
Norments, With the exception of 842-^ Neu Hampshire, these buildings

openings, i ney are simple buildings, but pleasant in scale ancfproportion. Situated in tuo groups, one facing Eye Street and the other Neu Hampshire 
Auenue, they are joined at the corner by a large building uhich uas 
originally a store and a duelling. Using the same motifs seen in the 
adjacent rouhouses, this building presents a grander image through its 
massing. A central door flanked by large bays giues it the appearance of a 
substantial residence.

Numbers 2426-2438 Eye Street are distinct from the rest of the 
buildings on the square and from each other. Number 2426 boasts a 
brounstone facade and an elegantly curued bay^, uhile number 2428 has 
been couered uith clapboard and features a bold cornice and lintels.

Using a flat facade, 812-818 Neu Hampshire Auenue illustrates a 
pleasing, commonplace approach to the urban duelling. Each building is 
tuo bays uide, the first floor accented by a double uindou. Segmented 
arches support the openings and are highlighted by beading in pressed

The sixteen brick rouhouses at 801-821 25th Street and 800-810 
Neu Hampshire Auenue are uell proportioned and exhibit a uariety of
riocinnc Pnoof n -irv 1 ^ j.. . _ i____• _ _i. _ . _ ?
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constructed by the Burdens at 2421-27 Eye Street in 1889, A uariety of 
materials (red brick facades, brick and iron cornices, roofs of slate and 
tin) are used to create a picturesque ensemble of buildings. Their 
references to European uernacular architecture place them in a distinct 
category of Foggy Bottom buildings. Both their composition and their 
design are euioence of the architect's talent and academic leanings.
Simple flat-fronted buildings at each end of the group giue it closure and 
prouide a transition to adjacent buildings.

The adjacent structures at 815-821 25th Street possess a style 
typical of Foggy Bottom, Uith flat facades and flat roofs, their simple tuo 
bay uide and tuo-story high composition is relieued by brick arches and 
cornices. The cornice extends the length of the four buildings and its 
corbelling is broken only betueen 817 and 819, uhere the grade requires it.

Numbers 801-813 haue a uery different appearance from the 
preceding group. Designed as a unit, these six buildings are defined by 
sloping roofs set between stylized Flemish gables. Peaked lintels, dormer 
windows and a pleasing scale giue these houses a European charm. The 
building at 801 25th Street dominates the corner with its two-story 
turreted tower, A sloping slate roof accentuates the building's mass.

Beginning with the design of 800 New Hampshire, this row is 
stylistically the most unusual in Foggy Bottom, with a uernacular 
interpretation of forms common to medieual Europe, Number 800 New 
Hampshire employs a sophisticated use of massing to turn an obtuse 
corner angle. By intersecting two flat planes and uarying the roof and 
fenestration, the building takes on an unusual character while connecting 
the rows on both streets.

Number 802 is distinguished by a first story with pointed arch 
windows and door. Its second story features a simple rectangular window 
with peaked lintels. The cornice is articulated in projecting uertical rows 
of brick. At number 804, an exaggerated pitched roof is punctured by two 
gabled dormer windows decorated with half timber, A recessed doorway 
and peaked lintels complete the facade.
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A corbelled gable, complete with a pseudo-chimney set into the 
mansard roof, glues 806 a unique appearance. The fenestration contributes 
to the picturesque design, uith a diminutiue uindou set between the door 
and a more typical-size uindou on the first floor. Tuo narrow windows, 
placed closely together, define the second story. The fishscale tile of the 
roof completes the design.

On number 808 the mansard roof projects ouer the first story and, 
like 804, is punctured by two gabled dormer windows. A fir tree motif, 
routed in ha f timber, decorates these gables. The first story is like that 
of 804 in organization and detailing. Keeping with the massing of 802, this 
building completes the group.

The final structure, 810, is a tiny rowhouse ornamented with a 
romantic castle motif. The flat facade is broadened at the second story by 
an oriel window and the window cornice is crenellated. The first floor has 
an arch ouer the windows and door. This shape Is accented by molding in a 
contrasting color. The cross motif created in recessed brick completes 
the medieual castle theme.

ALIEV DUFLLINGS

The significance of Foggy Bottom's uernacular architecture is further 
enhanced by the nineteenth century alley dwellings that are located in 
Snow's Court and Hughes Mews. An alley dwelling is one which faces onto 
the alley, as distinguished from the sheds and stables which often face 
toward houses. Historically alley buildings had some architectural 
diuersity, but most followed the same plan. The standard dimensions for 
alley dwellings were 12' x 30', with a rear yard 10' x 15'. Most were two 
stones high and had two to four rooms. The upstairs contained the 
bedrooms, while downstairs, depending on the needs of the occupants, there 
was additional sleeping or liuing space. The kitchen, also downstairs, 
serued as the center of household actiuity. Some of the later brick alley 
dwellings had basements, but they were uncommon. Other standard 
features included rain barrels and water hydrants for catching water; 
stoues or fireplaces; and outhouses.

In his fine study. Alley Life in hlaghi 
alley houses into four categories which i 
construction. The first category, as men:

gton. James Borchert diuides
ustrate the euolution of allet 
oned aboue, consisted of small
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shanties and sheds erected In the I850's, most of uhleh haue long since 
been remoued. Follouing the dull Uiar more permanent structures began to 
appear. These "second category" buildings uere erected by property owners 
and, along with existing sheds, rented out to migrants. They usualfy had 
fireplaces and chimneys, but little else.

The third category, the frame houses of the 1870's and 1880's, uere

hough uery
Many had small

steps and porches and seueral windows.

The fourth category, the brick dwellings of the 1880's, are those which 
suruiue In the district today; they were probably built by established 
contractors. Approximately the same size as the frame dwellings, these 
well built houses were set on low brick bases and were sllqhtlu raised.
They had flat tin roofs and more ornamentation. Although yhe bricks were 

led those of theusually laid in common bond, their decoratiue facades nua 
street "houses. The finer uersions of these houses attracted more affluent 
tenants as well.

Snow's Court, one of Uashington's most famous inhabited alleys, is 
within Square 28. The alley dwellings here date from the early 1880's and 
are simple brick structures. They are two stories high on raised 
basements. Each unit is two bays wide. The only original ornaments are 
corbelled cornices and the segmental arched windows.

The brick alley dwellings in Hughes Mews are two stories high and two 
bays wide; only portions of the original rows suruiue. They feature brick 
corbelled cornices which are more intricate than those on many similar 
buildings in the district.

In conclusion, the brick cowhouses in the Foggy Bottom Historic 
District are artifacts of a different era in Uashington. Their owners and 
residents were rarely people of means, but they deueloped an architecture 
with ornament and charm. The small scale of their bui dings and their 
limited resources challenged their architectural skills. The cleuer
manipulation of brick to create a range of decoration, their effectiue use 
of good proportion, and their recognition of the ualue of well-placed 
ornament produced a cohesiue built enuironment, Each building, modest
though it may be, suruiues as an important element in this neighborhood 
and stands as euidence of the working class residents who created it.
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INTEGRITY OF THE DISTRICT

The Historic District contains 226 buildings, 9i of which are 
noncontributing. Despite the sizeable proportion of noncontributing 
buildings, the Historic District retains a significant core of histone 
and contributing buildings. Furthermore, many of the district's 
noncontributing buildings are partially compatible, for either their scale, 
materials, or ouerall appearance. They help to create a sense of uisual 
coherence which belies the large number of noncontributing buildings.

Foggy Bottom remains an unusual element in present-day Uashington. 
The late 19th century working-class neighborhood is still clearly 
discernable from the immediate surroundings which haue changed from 
single-family residential to institutiona , multi-family, and business 
purposes. Foggy Bottom serues as a uisual reminder of^bJashington's 
little-known industrial heritage.

As the Statement of Significance concludes, the Foqqu Bottom 
Historic District:

“possesses sufficient integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials . .. to conuey the 
ualues for which it is judged significant.”



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally Hn statewide

Applicable National Register Criteria [H]a CUb QC I |P

]ACriteria Considerations (Exceptions)

2 locally

E Df Dg

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture
Ethnic Heritage/ European

Period of Significance
1870-1911

Significant Dates 
N/A

Cultural Affiliation n/A

Significant Person N/A Architect/Builder
Grimm, Norman
McCartney, Peter
Beers, A.H.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The District of Columbia Historic Preseruatlon Reuley Board has 
recommended that the Foggy Bottom Historic District be nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places. The district meets Criterion C and is 
significant because it;

1) is a distinguishable residential neighborhood uhose 
drouth illustrates an important aspect of the social 
history and economic deuelopment of the Nation's 
Capital from the mid-nineteenth century until Uorld 
War I;

2) retains representatiue examples of each period of 
its deuelopment, including a uariety of uernacular rou 
housing types characteristic of Uashington's uorkinq 
class neighborhoods;

3) possesses sufficient integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, uorkmansnip, feeling, and 
apociation to conuey the ualues for uhich it is judged

The Foggy Bottom Historic District is a primarily residential district 
comprised of four squares uithin the larger Foggy Bottom neighborhood 
The district uas deueloped in the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
and the early years of the tuentieth century. The predominant buildinq 
type is the rouhouse, extant from the years uhen this area housed the 
immigrant labor that uorked in nearby industries. In addition to the 
primary sources (uhich include census records and city directories), tuo 
important secondary sources shed light on the history of Foggy Bottom 
They are Suzanne Sheruood's Fogoy Bottom 18Q0-1Q7S and Elmer Kayser's 
history of George Uashington Umuersity, BricksUithnutStrai.i

Q See continuation sheet
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primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other

Specify repository:
District of Columbia Office of
Historic Preservation

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM ReferencesA 1 1, 8| 1 3| 5, 1|

Aooroximatelv 3 acres

8| 0^0| ^,1 8, , 3, 2 2, 0 5 0, 4 3 0 7 7 5 0
B 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Zone
C 1 ^1

Easting
1 3| 2, 2| ", °l

Northing
1’1°i

fn, fm, 8 0 0, «"8 7,3 0 0,
D 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the intersection of K and 25th Streets, proceed 
east along the centerline of K Street, turning south along the 
eastern edge of lot 19 to the northern edge of the alley; 
proceed eastward and southward along the

Hn See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

North Boundary; The northern boundary of the historic district 
is the centerline of K Street, N.W. This wide avenue forms a 
strong and distinct boundary separating part of the historic 
district from the area to the north.

See continuation sheet
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name/title Lois Snyderman, Executive Director 
nrgani7atinn Advisory Neighborhood Commission 'IK'

street & number 1920 G street. N.W.________________
city or town Washington.__________________________
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(202)659-0011
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this area uas diuided into tyo sections, yith 23rd Street separating an 
upper-income neighborhood to the east from the yorking class/industrial 
neighborhood to the yest. According to Elmer Kayser, historian of George 
Uashington Uniuersity, yriting in Bncks Llithout Stray. The name yas 
neuer an official one, indicating fixed metes and bounds. For decades it 
yas one of those popular terms of denigration yhich traditionally fix 
themselues to an area, like Syampoodle, Frog Island, Herring Hill... Its 
great landmarks yere tyo breyeries, a large coal yard, extensiue stables, 
the gas yorks, and a famous saloon. Time yorks a strange legerdemain.
The deuelopment of a parkyay along the Potomac, the contemporary craze 
for restoration of old dyellings, and the construction of great memorials, 
monumental gouernment structures, high-rise office buildings, and 
luxurious apartments haue giuen Foggy Bottom a distinct ecfat and its 
name a place in the literature of politics, society and the arts." (p. 216-17)

Specifically, this district is significant for: 1) its association yith 
Uashington's early yorking class; 2; its geographic and sociological 
relationship yith one of Uashington's early industrial areas; 3) the fact 
that it remains one of the fey neighborhoods associated yith European 
immigrants in a city noted for its relatiue absence of European-American 
communities; and 4) the ualue of its architecture as a guide to the Hues 
of its residents.

Class: Those1. Association yith Uashington's Early Uorking 
responsible for building the district's houses included yell-knoyn 
architects such as A.H. Beers and Norman Grimm and prominent deuelopers 
such as Harry Kite and James Grant. But the men and yomen yho gaue 
Foggy Bottom its distinctiue character yere the carpenters, the 
bricKiayers, the builders, and the nineteenth and ear y tyentieth century 
residents yho helped shape Foggy Bottom yith their dreams for a better 
life in America. They yere men Tike Peter McCartney, an Irish immigrant 
yho began as a carpenter and soon established his oyn successful 
contracting business. McCartney's name is associated yith more buildings 
in Foggy Bottom than any other person. It is people like Pleasant Hough, a 
yidoy yho built her oyn home, a modest house, but one that reflected ner 
economic self-sufficiency. Or James Scanlan, another Irish immigrant, 
yho rose from a job as bartender to the oynership of his oyn saloon, and 
yho yent on to build houses in Foggy Bottom. The people yho liued in Foggy 
Bottom, yhether in royhouses along the main streets or in alley dyellings, 
spent most of their Hues here, deueloping a “sleepy backyater into the 
neighborhood that suruiues today.
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2. The Geographic and Sociological Relationship Uith One of 
Uashington's Early Industrial Hreas: This neighborhood housed the workers 
from such nearby industries as Godey's lime kilns, the Uashington Gas and 
Light Company, the glass works, the ftbner/Drury and the Christian Heurich 
breweries, and Cranford's Pauing Company, The growth of industrial 
actiuity in the area and an expanding ethnic population kept Foggy Bottom 
from sharing in the benefits of Gouernor Alexander ("Boss") Shepherd's late 
nineteenth century public works program, which was directed primarily 
within NorthwestUashington. As improuedpublic transportation 
encouraged those who could afford it to moue from the sleepy backwater 
that was Foggy Bottom, the population of the area came to consist 
primarily of the poor immigrants who liued close to their work. These 
people, mostly of German and Irish extraction,formed cohesiue 
communities within Foggy Bottom. The Germans generally worked in the 
breweries, while the Irish tended to work for the Uashington Gas and Light 
Company.

Hired as laborers, they worked long and hard under unpleasant 
conditions that were made worse by the soot, steam and odor of the 
industries in the area. Foggy Bottom was described by historian Kayser in 
the following words; "In the old days, there had been an appropriateness to 
the name, though Foggy Bottom has no official place in geographical 
nomenclature, t was bottom land and much of its lower fringe was 
swampy. The fogs which settled ouer the riuer bank were amplified by the 
smog from the gas works which emitted dirt-laden and malodorous clouds 
of smoke, day and night, touched up with uiolent spurts of flame that lit up 
the uicinity with an eerie glow." (Bricks Ulthout Straw, p. 217).

Foggy Bottom was home to some of the uery poorest residents of the 
city, but it was also a place where, for many, the modest dream of owning a 
simple home was realized. The uery unpleasantness which left Foggy 
Bottom a forgotten corner of the city enabled it to become a source of 
opportunity for its working class immigrant residents. The area's poor 
enuironment and its lack of popularity kept land ualues low and made home 
ownership a possibility for them.

3. A Rare Example of a Uashington Ethnic Neighborhood: Historically, 
Uashington was not a city with a multiplicity of strong ethnic communities. 
Many reasons haue been put forward for this phenomenon. The most likely is 
that the absence of an underlying industrial economy altered the more typical
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)atterns of sociological deuelopment found in other American cities,
■oggy Bottom's proximity to Uashington's small industrial area prouides 
the oasis for its ethnic associations. The residents of the area maintained 
strong internal ties and formed separate religious and social institutions, 
many of which still exist today. The Irish community had both a baseball 
team and a football team, the former called the Emerald A.C, and the latter 
the Irish Eleuen, and the Uest End Hibernian Society had been established 
by the 1880's. Susan Sherwood, in her study. Foggy Bottom 1800-1Q7S. 
relates a conuersation with an older resident who remembered that "the 
neighborhood was entirely German and Irish and the Germans only traded 
with the Germans and the Irish with the Irish." (Foggy Bottom. p,T2)

The Architecture as Reoresentatiue of the Lifestyle of the 
Residents: The buildings that comprise this historic district are the 
legacy of the German and Irish communities that coexisted in Foggy 
Bottom for many years. The extant residential architecture illustrates the 
physical deuelopment of a working class community in its architectural 
uocabularu, its craftsmanship, and its building types. The houses, which 
are modest in scale and size, form a pleasing neighborhood of uaried types, 
forms, and styles. Such urban uernacular housing represents the ethnic 
background, traditions, and skills of its residents. The area's deuelopers, 
builders and architects were often successful members of the community, 
responding to their neighbors' housing needs through their work.

The houses were primarily constructed in the period from the late 
1870's through the 1910's. The extant buildings represent stages of the 
area's deuelopment that correspond to the changing economic situation in 
Foggy Bottom. From indiuidually constructed houses built for their owners 
to two or three attached housesouilt by speculators, to low cost cowhouses 
erected by professional deuelopers to meet housing demands, this area 
maintained a cohesiueness of scale and building type. The neighborhood 
retained an ethnic base as buildings were erected lo suit the needs of its 
residents and their ability to pay.

The alley dwellings of the District of Columbia were a form of 
workers' housing preuaient throughout the city. Unique to Uashington, 
these substandard dwe lings were a major source of housing from the late 
19th century to the 1930's. James Borchert's in-depth study. Alley Life in
S'ruraf folk culture withinThe^heart of the cUy. A^^such^^a ricff 

subculture deueloped with significant historical and sociological 
implications. ^
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The emergence of alleys as duelling areas uas due to the urban 
housing shortage in the middle of the nineteenth century. The first 
documented alley structures In Uashington date back to approximately 
1850. This Initial phase of alley building consisted primarily of flimsy 
shanties and sheds, offering the barest protection. The great influx of 
ex-slaues, soldiers and uagrants follouing the Ciuil Uar further 
exacerbated the housing problem and prouided a strong stimulus for alley 
deuelopment. In the period from 1870-1892, substantial frame and brick 
rouhouses began to appear in large numbers and close-knit alley 
communities comprised of unskilled uorkers and uagrants came into being.

Uithin the bounds of the historic district are tuo such alleys: Snou's 
Court (Square 28) and Hughes Meus (Square 16). Little is knoun of Hughes 
Meus. Snou's Court, one of the first alleys in Uashington, uas named for 
C.ft. Snou, publisher of the National Intelligencer Snou, uhoouned 
property on Square 28, built a greenhouse and four frame duellings during 
the 1850‘s in the square's interior. The frame duellings uere among the 
first of their kind to appear in an alley and serued as forerunners for the 
frame rouhouses of the 1870s. During the dull Uar, Snou's houses uere 
used as army barracks; follouing the uar, Snou's alley deueloped at the 
same rapid rate as other alleys. A 1938 study indicated a uery high rate of 
resident stability, uith more than half hauing liued in the alley for ouer 
flue years.

In 1892, a prohibition on the construction of alley duellings checked 
their grouth. The concern uith the sociological and health-related 
problems posed by the alley duellings led to a uaue of demolitions during 
the first tuo decades of the 20th century. A second uaue of demolitions 
occurred in the 1930's and 1940's. The mouement to remoue these 
"mini-ghettos" from the more affluent neighborhoods of Uashington uas 
largely successful and they remain in only a feu areas of the city.

The Foggy Bottom Historic District is, as an area, representatiue of an 
important part of Uashington's deuelopment. It is significant for its 
association u th Uashington's industrial history and the immigrant 
lifestyle; for its important collection of late nineteenth century uorker 
housing; and for the information it yields on the deuelopment of urban 
uernacular architecture.
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UERBAL BOUNDARV DESCRIPTION (continued)

alley to the northern boundary of lot 92, then eastward to the centerline 
of 24th Street; proceed south along the centerline of 24th Street to New 
Hampshire Auenue to H Street; continue west along the centerline of 
H Street to 25th Street; proceed north along the centerline of 25th Street 
to the southern edge of lot 42 in Square 17; proceed west along said lot 
line to the alley in square 17; continue through the alley and proceed north 
along the western line of lot 848 (encompassing lots 812 through 820, 28 
through 35, and 834,848 and 849) to the centerline of Eye Street; proceed 
west along the centerline of Eye Street to the centerline of 26th Street; 
proceed north on 26th Street to the northern edge of lot 73; proceed east 
along the northern edge of lot 73 to the easternmost corner of Hughes 
Mews and proceed south along the eastern edge of Hughes Mews to the 
northern edge of lots 883, 858, and 856; proceed east along said lots to 
the centerline of 25th Street; proceed north along the centerline of 25th 
Street to the origination point at the centerline of K Street.

BOUNDARV JUSTIFICATION (continued)

East Boundary: The eastern boundary is formed bu the distinct uisual 
difference in The urban fabric to the east of 24th street and New 
Hampshire Auenue. In contrast to the low scale, late 19th/early 20th 
century residential buildings in the historic district, the area (frectly to 
the east features a series of priuately owned high rise structures ancTthe 
contemporary, large scale buildings wnich comprise the George Washington 
Uniuersity Medical School.

South Boundary: The highway system and the uisual difference between the 
bui dings in the Historic District and that of the contemporary, large scale 
buildings to the south define this boundary.

West Boundary: The west boundary is formed by the steep grade caused by 
the deuelopment of Interstate 66. The open space of parkland along the 
west side of 26th Street and low scale buildings along the east side of this 
street contrast with the high rise urban fabric directly to the west.
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NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDING ADDRESSES

SQUARE 16
Eye Street 25th Street 26th Street Queen Anne's Lane

2509 none 909 2521 2531
2515 911 2522 2532
2517 Hughes Meus 913 2523 2533
2519 900 915 2524 2534
2521 902 917 2525 2535
2523 904 925 2526 2536
2525 935 2527 2537
2527 939 2528 2538
2529 901-7 2529
2531 2530

Eye Street 
2502 

2504

SQUARE 17
25th Street 

830

SQUARE 28
Eye Street 25th Street K Street Neu Hampshire

2403 903 933 2416 Auenue
2405 905 935 900
2413 907 937 24th Street 902
2415 911 939A 922 906
2417 913 941A 908
2433 925 943A Snou's Court
2435 931 945A none

Foggy Bottom Meus (off 24th St.) 

900A-900P (16 Units)
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N0N-C0NTRIBUTIN6 BUILDIN3 ADDRESSES

SQUARE 29
Neu Hampshire 

Auenue
824

25th Street
825

Eye Street 
2418 

2422 

2424
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All photographs were taken by Traceries, Uashington, D.C. in Nouember, 
1983. Original negatiues are stored in their archiues. Photographs are 
referenced by map number to shou location uithin the district.

1. 800-818 Neu Hampshire Aue., N.UJ. - uieuing west

2. 801 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing northwest

3. 802 Neu Hampshire Aue, N.U. - uieuing northuest

4. 828-838, and 842 Neu Hampshire Auenue, N.U. -uieuing north

5. 842-844 Neu Hampshire Aue. N.U. and 2400-2416 Eye Street, N U - 
uieuing southuest

6. 2505-2507 Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing north

7. 2506,2508,2512-2518 Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing southuest

8. 2530,2532 Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing south

9. 901 -907 26th Street, N.U. - uieuing northeast

10. 900 block of 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing northeast

11. 900 block of 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing southeast

12. 822-828 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing uest

13. Alley Duellings: Nos. 1-7 Snou’s Court - uieuing northuest

14. 900 block of 26th Street, N.U. - uieuing north

15. Queen Anne's Lane Rouhouses - uieuing northuest

16. 908 Neu Hampshire Auenue, near Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing north
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1. 800-818 Neu Hampshire Aue., N.U. - uieuing yest

2. 801 25th Street, N.Ui. - uieuing northyest

3. 802 Ney Hampshire Aue, N.U. - uieuing northuest

4. 828-838, and 842 Neu Hampshire Auenue, N.U. -uieuing north

5. 842-844 Neu Hampshire Aue. N.U. and 2400-2416 Eye Street, N.U. - 
uieuing southuest

6. 2505-2507 Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing north

7. 2506,2508,2512-2518EyeStreet, N.U. - uieuing southuest

8. 2530,2532 Eye Street, N.U. - uieuing south

9. 901 -907 26th Street, N.U. - uieuing northeast

10. 900 block of 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing northeast

11. 900 block of 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing southeast

12. 822-828 25th Street, N.U. - uieuing uest

13. Alley Duellings: Nos. 1-7Snou's Court-uieuing northuest

14. 900 block of 26th Street, N.U. - uieuing north
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410.26 A listing of properties of particular prehistoric, historic, 
cultural, and/or architectural significance; indicate whether 
they are listed in local inventory list and/or listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places.

SQUARE 5

2635 and 2637 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 809 and 811) 
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date: 1879

2639 I Street, N.W. ( Lot 811)
Builder: Unknown; c. 1870's (after 1874)

SQUARE 16

2534 K Street, N.W. (Lot 50)
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date: 1889

2524 K Street, N.W. (Lot 63)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1870's (after 1874)

2520 K Street, N.W. (Lot 65)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1870's (after 1874)

900- 910 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 34-29)
Builder: Dannehower and Sons; Date: 1885

914 and 914-1/2 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 861 and 862)
Builder: B.H.Warner; Date 1887

916-922 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 866, 867, 857, 856)
Builder: Dannenhower and Sons; Date: 1885

2503-2505-2307 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 55-57)
Builder: George Dove; Architect: Thomas Francis,Jr.; Date: 1897

2511 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 801)
Builder: S.J. Brinkley; Architect: Julius Wenig; Date: 1904

901- 907 26th Street, N.W. (Lot 810)
Renovated: Swaney Kerns, architects, 1979

913 26th Street, N.W. (Lot 838)
Builder: Brooks and Cater; Date: 1887

947 26th Street, N.W. (Lot 820)
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date: 1886
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949-955 26th Street, N.W. (Lots 59-62) 
Builder; J.W.Servi; Date: 1892

Alley Dwellings

911-17, 919-21 Hughes Mews (Lots 43-48) 
Builder: Unknown; Date; c. 1890

SQUARE 17

822 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 821)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1870

824 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 820)
Builder: P. Hough; Date: 1878

826 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 819)
Builder: M. Clancey; Date; 1878

828 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 818)
Builder: J. Scanlan; Date: 1884

2500 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 817)
Builder; Unknown; Date: c. 1860's
(This is the oldest house in the district.)

2506 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 814)
Builder; Unknown; Date: c. late 1880's

2508 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 813)
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date; 1887

2512-2518 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 32-35)
Builder: H.A. Kite; Architect; Albert Beers; Date: 1911

2520-2528 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 31-28, 834)
Builder/Architect; N. Griitm; Date; 1911

2530-32 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 829 and 832)
Builder; Peter McCartney; Date; 1889

SQUARE 28

2408 K Street, N.W. (Lot 833)
Builder; Unkno'.m; Date: 1873 
Addition; 1892

2420 K Street, N.W. (Lot 829)
Builder: J. Grant; Architect; N. Griitm; Date: 1890
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2422 K Street, N.W. (Lot 828)
Builder: Unknown; Date: 1880

2424-26 K Street, N.W. (Lot 106)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1870's

912, 912-1/2, 914, 914-1/2 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 840-843)
Builder: B.H. Warner; Date; 1887

915-917 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 129-130)
Builder: E.T. Grinsmond; Architect: Albert Beers; Date: 1909

947 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 156)
Builder: J. McGraw; Date: 1879

949 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 819)
Builder: Unknown; Date: late 1880's

951 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 820)
Builder: Unknown; Date: late 1380's

953 25th Street, N.W. (Lot 821)
Builder: Augh; Architect: George Ray; Date: 1909

955-61 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 135-139)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1880's

910-12 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. (Lots 23, 122)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1880

2407-1/2, 2409, 2411 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 126-128)
Builder: Simon Oppenheimer; Architect: A.H. Beers; Date: 1909

2413-2419 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 96-99)
Builder: Duvall; Date: 1885

2421-2427 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 114-117)
Builder: B. Burden; Architect: Joseph Burden; Date: 1889

2429 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 6)
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date; 1888

2431 Eye Street, N.W. (Lot 809)
Builder: Peter McCartney; Date: 1881

936-942 24th Street, N.W. (Lots 95-92)
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1880's

410.26 - 3



Alley E)wellings

1-7, 8 and 9 Snow's Court (Lots 892, 147-143, 850, 80 and 81) 
Builder: Unlcnown; Date: c. 1880

10-23 Snow's Court (Lots 150-155, 89-91, 82, 79, 110-112, 63) 
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1880

SQUARE 29

801-821 25th Street, N.W. (Lots 47, 46, 48-53, 16-19)
800-810 New Hanpshire Avenue, N.W. (Lots 45-40)

Builder: Frank Carver; Architect: Charles Burden; Date: 1890

814-820 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Builder: Unknown; Date: c. 1890

828-838, 842-844 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. (Lots 29-26, 25, 24) 
2400-2416 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 39-34)

Builder: Builder/Architect: James Grant; Date: 1886

2426-2428 Eye Street, N.W. (Lots 800, 801)
835 25th Street, N.W.

Builder; J. Dorsey; Date: 1887
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410.27 General dates of construction or of significance of important 
elements in the proposed or proposed amended Historic District.

The dates of construction of important elenents run from 1870 through to 1911 
representing the range of the rrost significant historic structures within the 
Historic District. Many buildings constructed after the latter date reflect 
the scale, size, style and function of the earlier buildings, and therefore 
there are many structures that contribute to the district even though they are 
of substantially later dates.



410.28 A list of bibliographic and other sources used to prepare the 
aoDlication; indicate where the reference material is archived.
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410.23 If the district is proposed for designation principally for its 
prehistoric, historic and/or cultural significance, a description 
of the existing physical condition of the district and its 
relation to the prehistoric, historic and/or cultural significance 
of the district.

See Section 410.22.

1



Square 28

2421-2427 Eye Street present the picturesque quality of Foggy Bottom's 
small scale rowhouses. These four buildings were constructed in 1889 by 
Joseph Burden to the designs of B. Burden. The houses offer a simple 
interpretation of English vernacular design that gained popularity with the 
English Arts and Crafts style. In the 1930's, the use of vernacular forms 
was to gain ^pularity as the "period" house, but this early use is highly 
unusual and indicates a level of stylistic awareness that is not typical to 
Foggy Bottom. Burden handles the compositions very well, successfully 
designing beautifully proportioned small houses. Two stories high and two 
bays wide, two of the houses feature a variation of a bellcast roof, 
another is parapetted, and the fourth has a front gable. Recessed entries 
and carefully proportioned fenestration add dimension to the designs.

2407-2409-2411 Eye Street were designed in 1909 by A.H. Beers for builder 
Simon Oppenheimer. Four buildings were originally designed. They are two 
story high and three bays wide. Constructed of brick set in flemish bond, 
they are very simple, flat-fronted buildings, yet the possess an elegance 
of composition that is based on very careful attention to proportion. Wide 
rusticated lintels accent the windows, while corbeled brick decorates the 
cornice.

Peter McCartney worked on Square 28 at 2431 Eye Street in 1881 with this 
building for John Casey. Two bays wide, the building features a one-story 
octagonal bay. The cornice is a deeply set, triangulated corbel. This 
cornice is very similar to the one seen at 828 26th Street in the building 
Joseph Scanlan built in 1884.

Square 29

Square 29, one of the more intact squares in all of Foggy Botton, 
illustrates the charm possible at a modest price and scale. The 
juxtaposition of buildings with flat facade next to those featuring refined 
articulation creates a successful visual interplay. The square presents a 
picturesque appearance, illustrating the ethnic roots of Foggy Bottcxn, and 
establishing a very intimate street scale.

The first large group to be built in the Historic District area, this 16 
building group, 828-38, 842-44 New Hampshire, 2400-2416 I Streets, was 
designed and built in 1886 by James H. Grant for speculator Samuel 
Norments. With the exception of 842-44 New Hampshire, these buildings are 
replicates of each other. Two bays wide and two stories high, these 
buildings feature a decorated cornice and segmented arches decorated with 
beaded moldings over the openings. They are siitple buildings but possess 
a COTielin-Jss borne of scale, proportion and unity. The buildings run in 
two groups, one facing Eye Street, the other facing New Hampshire Avenue, 
joined at the corner by a large building. Designed as part of the group, 
it was originally a store and a dwelling. Using the same motifs seen in
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historical period. The proposed district is representative of a larger 
area that is no longer intact to its full boundaries. The boundaries of 
this district are based on the distinctive groupings of surviving 
structures, as well as on the visual and historical association of the 
buildings.

North Boundary. The northern boundary of the Historic District is the 
center line of K Street, N.W. This wide avenue forms a strong and distinct 
boundary separating the Historic District from the area to the north.

East Boundary. The eastern boundary is formed by the distinct visual 
difference in the urban fabric to the east of 24th Street and New Hampshire 
Avenue. In contrast to the low-scale, late 19th/early 20th century 
residential buildings in the historic district, the area directly to the 
east features a series of privately owned high-rise structures and the 
contemporary, large-scale buildings which comprise the George Washington 
University Medical School.

south Boundary. The highway system and the visual difference between the 
buildings in the Historic District and that of the contemporary, large- 
scale buildings to the south establish this boundary. The three buildings 
extant on Square 5 are included in the Historic District due to their 
direct architectural relationship to the district and to the fact that 
prior to the construction of the Whitehurst Freeway these buildings were 
part of a series of similar buildings that were contiguous to the Historic 
District.

West Boundary. The west boundary is formed by the steep grade caused by 
the development of Interstate 66. The open space of parkland along the 
west side of 26th Street and low-scale buildings along the east side of 
this street contrast with the high-rise urban fabric directly to the west.
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410.21 A statement of the prehistoric, historic, architectural and/or 
cultural significance of the proposed or proposed amended 
Historic District, and a general description of those qualities 
which make it significant.

The Foggy Bottom Historic District is a primarily residential district 
comprised of five squares of the larger Foggy Bottom neighborhood. The 
area was developed in the last quarter of the nineteenth century and the 
early years of the twentieth century. The predominant building type is the 
rowhouse, extant from the years vdien this area served as the home for the 
immigrant labor that manned the nearby industries. Apart from the primary 
sources which include the census records and city directories, two 
important secondary sources shed light on the history of Foggy Bottom.
They are Suzanne Sherwood's Foggy Bottom-1800-1975 and Elmer Kayser's 
history of George Washington University, Bricks Without Straw.

The area popularly called Foggy Bottom is generally considered to fall 
between 17th Street on the east, Georgetown on the west, the Potomac River 
on the south, and Pennsylvania Avenue on the north. Historically, this
area was divided into two sections----with 23rd Street dividing an upper-
income neighborhood to the east from the working class/industrial area to 
the west. According to Elmer Kayser, historian of George Washington 
University, writing in Bricks Without Straw, "The name was never an 
official one, indicating fixed metes and bounds. For decades it was one of 
those popular terms of denigration v^ich traditionally fix themselves to an 
area like Swampoodle, Frog Island, Herring Hill. ...Its great landmarks 
were two breweries, a large coal yard, extensive stables, the gas works, 
and a famous saloon. Time works a strange legerdemain. The developnient of 
a parkway along the Potomac, the contemporary craze for restoration of old 
dwellings, and the construction of great manorials, monumental government 
structures, high-rise office buildings, and luxurious apartments have given 
Foggy Bottom a distinct ^lat and its name a place in the literature of 
politics, society and the arts." (p. 216-17).

This application addresses the residential area west of 24th Street, and 
proposes the Foggy Bottom Historic District to represent the working class 
people who lived here and worked in Washington's nearby industries in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. This area is an iirportant artifact of 
Washington's physical development. It is valuable as an illustration of a 
working class neighborhood and for its presentation of urban vernacular 
architecture. Specifically, this area is significant as a historic 
district for four reasons: 1) its association with Washington's early 
working class; 2) its geographic and sociological relationship with one of 
Washington's early industrial areas; 3) as one of the few neighborhoods 
associated with European immigrants in a city noted for its relative 
absence of European-American communities; and 4) the value of its 
architecture as a representative of the lifestyles, endeavors, tastes and 
successes of these people.
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1. Association with Washington's Early Working Class: The people
responsible for building the houses here include well-known architects, 
such as A. H. Beers and Norman Grimm, and prominent developers such as 
Harry Kite and James Grant. But the men and women who gave Foggy Bottom 
its distinctive character were the carpenters, the bricklayers, the 
builders, the local investors/owners vrfio touched Foggy Bottom with their 
dreams for a better life in America. These were men like Peter McCartney, 
an Irish immigrant who began as a carpenter and soon established his own 
successful contracting business. It is McCartney's name which is 
associated with more buildings in Foggy Bottom than any other person. It 
is the people like Pleasant Hough, a widow who was responsible for building 
her own home, a modest house, but one that reflected her economic 
stability. Or James Scanlan, another Irish immigrant, who rose from a job 
as bartender to the ownership of his own saloon, who then was able to build 
houses in the neighborhood. Further, the people who lived in Foggy Bottom, 
whether in individual houses or alley dwelling, spent most of their lives 
here, within this physical fabric, developing a "sleepy backwater" into a 
neighborhood that survives today. It is people like these that the Foggy 
Bottom Historic District celebrates.

2. The Geographical and Sociological Relationship with Washington's Early 
Industrial Area; This is the neighborhood that housed the people who 
worked in the nearby industries. These included the Godey's lime kilns; 
the Washington Gas and Light Company; the glass works; two breweries—the 
Abner/Drury and the Christian Heurich; and Cranford's Paving Company, the 
city's most prosperous. These, people established a community with style 
and cohesion despite circumstances that might have discouraged others. It 
was after the Civil War, as Washington expanded, that Foggy Bottom was to 
establish its neighborhood character. The growth of industrial activity 
and an expanding ethnic population removed Foggy Bottom from the advantages 
that Alexander Shepherd and his public works program granted to most of 
Northwest Washington. Further, as improved public transportation 
encouraged those who could afford, either for economic or sociological 
reasons, to move from the sleepy backwater that was Foggy Bottom to do so, 
the population of the area became concentrated with poor immigrants who had 
to live close to their work. Primarily of German and Irish extraction, 
these people formed tight communities within Foggy Bottom. The Germans 
worked in the breweries, while the Irish worked for the Washington Gas and 
Light Company. The area proposed for the Historic District holds part of 
both these coramunitites.

Hired to perform hard piiysical labor, these people worked long and hard 
under unpleasant conditions exaggerated by the soot, steam and odor of the 
industrial mix. Foggy Bottom was described by historian Kayser, "In the 
old days, there had been an appropriateness to the name, though Foggy 
Bottom had no official place in geographical nomenclature. It was bottom 
land and much of its lower fringe was swampy. The fogs which settled over 
the river bank were amplified by the smog from the gas works which emitted 
dirt-laden and malodorous clouds of smoke, day and night, touched up with 
violent spurts of flame that lit up the vicinity with an eerie glow." 
(Bricks Without Straw, p. 217) Foggy Bottom was the home for the very
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poorest resident of the city, where inhabited-alleys were commonplace, but 
it was also a place where the modest dreams of many were realized in simple 
housing. It was -the very unpleasantness which left Foggy Bottom a 
forgotten corner of the city, that helped to provide hope for the immigrant 
residents. Foggy Bottom's environment and lack of popularity kept its land 
cheap and the opportunity for home ownership possible.

3. A Rare Example of a Washington Ethnic Neighborhood; Washington is the 
capital of a nation often symbolized by a melting pot, but unlike most U.S. 
urban centers, Washington does not have numerous strong ethnic communities. 
Many reasons have been put forward for this phenomenon, the most likely 
being the absence of an industrial economy having altered typical patterns 
of sociolc^ical development. Foggy Bottom's proximity to Washington's 
primary historical industrial area easily explains its ethnic associations. 
The ethnic groups maintained strong internal ties, and formed separate 
religious and social institutions, many of which still exist today. The 
Irish community had both a baseball team and a football team, the former 
was called the Qmerald A.C. and the latter, the Irish Eleven. The West End 
Hibernian Society had been established by the 1880s. (Foggy Bottom, pp.l2- 
13) Susan Sherwood, in her study. Foggy Bottom 1800-1975, relates a 
conversation with an old area resident who remembered that "the 
neighborhood was entirely German and Irish and that Germans only traded 
with Germans and Irish with Irish." (Foggy Bottom, p.l2) The buildings 
that comprise this Historic District commemorate the German and Irish 
communities that co-existed in Foggy Bottom for so many years, and that 
continue today.

4. The Architecture as Representative of the Lifestyles,
Endeavors, Tastes and Successes of the People; The extant residential 
architecture illustrates the physical development of a working class
cortmunity----in its architectural vocabulary, in its craftsmanship, and in
its building types. The houses that comprise -the Foggy Bottom Historic 
District are modest in scale and size. Their style and ornament reflect 
limited circumstances. Their number and groupings correspond with the 
cohesiveness of the community. The houses here form a pleasing 
neighborhood of modest housing, carefully varied within similar type, 
scale, size and form, and style. It is vernacular urban housing 
representing the ethnic background, traditions, and skills of its 
residents, where the developers, builders and architects were often 
successful members of the community building in direct response to their 
neighbors needs.

The houses were primarily developed over a short period; most of the 
buildings date from the late 1870's through to the 1910's. The extant 
buildings represent stages of the area's development that corresponds to 
the changing economic scenario. From individually constructed houses 
(intended to be part of rows) built for their owners, to two or three 
attached houses built by area residents on speculation, to the entrance of 
professional developers seizing investment opportunities by meeting housing 
demands with low-cost rowhouses, the fabric of this area maintained a scale 
and building type. The neighborhood continued its ethnic association as
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appropriate building stock met teal needs of the neighborhood and housing 
reflected family needs and ability to pay.

As a subgroup of workers' housing, alley dwellings represent a curious 
departure from the mainstream evolution of nnost cities. James Borchert's 
in-depth study. Alley Life in Washington, presents substantial evidence 
that these alleys stood as bastions of a more rural folk culture in the 
heart of the rapidly modernizing city. As such, a fascinating subculture 
developed with significant historical and sociological implications. The 
emergence of alleys as areas of dwelling was due to the urban housing 
shortage in the middle of the 19th century. The first documented alley 
structures in Washington date back to approximately 1850. This initial 
phase of alley building consisted primarily of flimsy shanties and sheds, 
offering the barest protection. The great influx of ex-slaves, soldiers 
and vagrants following the Civil War further exacerbated the housing 
problem and provided the great stimulus for alley development. It is in 
the period from 1870-1892 that substantial frame and brick row houses began 
to appear in large numbers and close-knit communities comprised of 
unskilled workers and vagrants sprang into prominence.

Within the bounds of the historic district are two such alleys: Snow's
Court (Square 28) and Hewes' Court (Square 16). Little is known of Hewes' 
Court except that it was very closely associated with Snow's Court. This 
alley, one of the first in Washington, was named for C.A. Snow, publisher 
of the National Intelligencer. Snow, who owned property on Square 28, 
built a green house and four frame dwellings during the 1850s in the 
square's interior. The frame dwellings were among the first of their kind 
to appear in an alley and served as forerunners for the frame row houses of 
the 1870s. During the Civil War, Snow's houses were used as army barracks 
and following the war Snow's alley grew at the same rapid rate as other 
alleys. A study in 1938 indicated a very high persistence rate, with more 
than half of the residents living there for more than five years.

In 1892, a prohibition on the construction of alley dwellings checked their 
growth. The concern with the sociological and health related problens 
posed by the alleys led to a wave of danolitions during the first two 
decades of the 20th century. A second wave of demolition occurred in the 
1930s and 1940s. This attempt to remove these "mini-ghettos" from the more 
affluent neighborhoods of Washinton was largely successful. However, today 
in a few areas of the city alley dwellings continue to stand as symbols of 
their own curious history.

Conclusion

The Foggy Bottom Historic District is significant for its association with 
Washington's industrial history, its important collection of late 19th 
century worker housing, its association with immigrant lifestyle, and for 
its information on the development of urban vernacular architecture. It is 
an area rich in the history of an important part of our city's development, 
and worthy of recognition and protection as an Historic District.
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410.22 If district is proposed for designation principally for its 
architectural significance, a description of the style or 
styles of architecture representative of the district and a 
statement of the extent of which such architectural style or 
styles has been maintained. (If district is proposed both 
for architectural and prehistoric, historic and/or cultural 
significance, this section may be combined with Section 410.23)

There are approximately 300 historic buildings, primarily residential 
structures both on the streets and along the alleys, in the Foggy Bottom 
Historic District. The building groupings represent general trends in 
style, in material, in craftsmanship, and in building type. The buildings 
are usually simple in presentation. Some are self-supporting single houses 
set in rows, others are true rowhouses. The repetition of scale, building 
materials, and a basic building vocabulary have produced an architecture 
that IS cohesive throughout the district. As well, there is a liveliness 
to this simple architecture. The variety in ornament, both applied and 
integral, relieves the forms in surprising ways. Charming detailing, the 
interjection of ethnic stylistic forms, careful proportioning, unusual 
brick paneling and corbelling, and good craftsmanship provide a high level 
of vernacular decoration. Further, the Historic District illustrates the 
way that Washington's distinctive use of pressed and molded brick allowed 
even modest houses to have distinctive personality.

AS a whole, the district presents a low-scale harmony, with rhythmic rows 
enlivened with eye-catching ornament. This is sometimes weakened by the 
interruption of contemporary large-scale buildings, but it is not broken. 
The even blocks of rowhouses often have a large-scale building as a 
backdrop. Sane of the newer apartment buildings have picked up the rhythm 
of the surrounding streetscape, if not the scale. Many new houses repeat 
the scale and fenestration patterns exactly, serving to reinforce the 
design cohesion of the older buildings. And, the extant rovrtiouses run 
throughout the district, clearly dcxninating the ambience and character of 
the area.

THE BUILDINGS
Following are descriptions of key buildings within the Foggy Bottom 
Historic District. Organized by square, they are a representative sampling 
of the many structures tha contribute to the district.

Square 17

The oldest structure extant to Square 17 is the corner structure, 2500 Eye 
Street. ^It is a most unusual house. Dated to the Civil War; it is one of 
the area's oldest, and has been associated with the underground railroad. 
Constructed of wood, it is one of only a handful of frame houses in the 
large Foggy Bottom area. A single cube shape, with-flat roof, the house
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does not have a front door; entrance is possible from the street only 
through a trap door at the brick foundation. The original weatherboard 
siding has been covered with aluminum siding.

Four buildings, 822, 824, 826, and 828 25th Street, are individual 
structures built by their original owners. Each is built of brick with a 
flat facade. Each follows a simple facade organization using a side entry. 
All represent vernacular urban design built between 1874 and 1884. As a 
group, these four buildings present early vernacular approaches to design, 
when individual houses were affordable to the working class. 822 is two 
stories high and three bays wide. Its wooden cornice is accentuated by 
four decorated corbels set between dentil work. This building is the most 
stylistically ambitious of the group with its windows and door topped by 
brick lintels making reference to the Second Ehtpire style that was popular 
during the 1870's. 824 was built in 1878 for Pleasant Hough, a widow 
engaged in sales. This brick building has been stuccoed; its ornament has 
been removed except for a row of modillions beneath the eaves. Two bays 
wide, the building is three stories high with its entryway set at ground 
level. 826 was constructed simultaneously with 824, and built by its 
owner, Michael Clancey. This building is exceedingly plain, devoid of any 
articulation or decoration that might distinguish it. 828 was built in 
1884 by owner John Scanlan. Scanlan, a prosperous local saloon keeper, was 
responsible for several other houses in Foggy Bottom. This house is the 
smallest of this group being but two stories high and two bays wide. Its 
brick cornice, however, represents an interest in decorative detail that is 
typical of the area.

The 2500 block of Eye Street denonstrates a successful streetscape using 
various features typical to modest urban dwellings. Set like books between 
bookends, are nine rowhouses of more modest scale and decoration. Two 
groups of rov^ouses, both built in 1911, are similar in type and proportion 
to each other and, following a recessed lot line, achieve a pleasant 
relationship to the street and to the larger houses which flank them.

2506 Eye Street is a simple, flat facade brick dwelling distinguished by a 
decorated cornice. Three brackets support corbelled eaves. Two bays wide 
with two stories plus basement, the entrance door is raised to enter on the 
main level. Its relationship to its neighbors a 2508 and 2504 is 
advantageous both in scale and in proportion, giving this ordinary building 
an important role in continuing the mass of the corner buildings.

Peter McCartney, Foggy Bottom's best known builder, designed and 
constructed 2508 Eye Street for Thomas Cahill in 1887. With a flat facade, 
it a simple free standing building two stories high and two bays wide. 
McCartney's skill with brick and wood is presented in the restrained, 
corbelled brick cornice and delicate jigsaw work above the windows and 
equally delicate attenuated columns flanking the entrance door.

2506 and 2508 form the east flank for a row of modest two story houses.
The first group of the row, 2512-2518 Eye Street, was developed by 
owner,/builder Harry Kite to the design of architect A.H. Beers. These four 
buildings are modest brick structures, two stories high and two bays wide
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with a flat facade. Their wider proportions and simplicity place these 
buildings in the first years of the 20th century. They are speculative 
buildings designed to provide low cost shelter for the working class of 
Foggy Bottom. 2414-18 have received decorative ornament to their doors; a 
bay window has been added to the front of 2516.

A second group of speculative housing, 2520-2528 Eye Street, is composed of 
five rowhouses designed by Washington architect, Norman Griittn. Two-and-a- 
half feet wider than the similar row to the east, these houses are also 
slightly more ornate. The additional width alows for two windows and a 
door on the first floor while the upper story contains two windows. A 
bracketed cornice, two string cornices, and plain stone lintels give these 
buildings a more individualized look.

The streetscape is completed by the two attached houses at 2530-2532 Eye 
Street. They were designed and constructed by Peter McCartney. Two 
stories high and two bays wide, they achieve an imposing appearance via 
intricate brick cornice work. The buildings possess an unusual feature in 
the arched opening set into the connecting party wall that leads to the 
rear yards. McCartney's skill with brick is well illustrated in the arch 
and the cornice. The bulk of these two buildings provides a proper 
conclusion to the streetscape, adding definition to the building mass.

Square ^

2635-37, 2639 Eye Street, stand alone, relics of the neighborhood which 
thrived here in the 19th century before the highways were cut through.

2635 and 2637 were constructed in 1879 by Peter McCartney for Gilbert 
Gannon. Simple brick dwellings, they are two stories high and three bays 
wide. Completed early in McCartney's career as a builder, they do not 
exhibit the exuberant skill common to his later work. Instead, the 
buildings are elegantly proportioned. A very slight variation in the 
window spacing and the use of a narrow, transomed door act to widen the 
appearance of the facades. 2635 has undergone a careful restoration and 
face lifting; its facade has been replaced with new brick extending around 
the side party wall that was exposed with the demolition of a neighboring 
building.

Square 16

900-910 25th Street are six buildings which illustrate the way brick has 
been used in Foggy Bottom to add visual interest to modestly scaled 
buildings. Here, a decorative cornice is created by using bricks to 
simulate corbeled eaves at the cornice. This motif is used to accentuate 
the segmental arched windows. These small houses are two stories high and 
two bays wide with alternating door placement, and take on a special 
character due to this decorative treatment.

2503-07 I Street

A unique group of dwellings is 2503-05-07 Eye Street. Designed in 1892 by
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Thcxnas Francis, Jr., for T.B. Harrison, they boast large projecting square 
bays. Their windows have been replaced. These buildings present a 
forthright appearance due to the massive ba and a strong vertical brick 
cornice.

Typical of the area is the row of dwellings along 25th Street. Of these, 
912, 912-1/2, 914, and 914-1/2 is marked by the varied placement of the 
entrance doors. Four buildings compose the group of two story high, three 
bay wide dwellings. They were designed in 1887 as a speculative project 
of B.H. Warner and Company, and originally used as single family 
residences. 912 illustrates the original door location and fine 
proportions. An intricate stepped brick cornice crowns the group while 
segmental arches over the windows are accentuated by pressed brick 
detailing.

Designed and constructed in 1889 by a local master builder Peter McCartney, 
2534 K Street is a three story brick building that was intended as a store 
and a single family residence. It was built for Peter McIntyre who 
operated his grocery store there into the 1910's and used it for his 
family's home. McCartney, a carpenter by trade, practiced extensively in 
Foggy Bottom designing and building. His work with brick exhibits a 
masterful control of vernacular building techniques as demonstrated in both 
the skill and originality. Capitalizing on the angular shape of the corner 
lot with strong massing, the building is sited to maximize its location. 
Decoration is restrained in simply detailed pressed and molded brick.
String coursing, an energetically corbelled cornice of brick, and limestone 
segmental arched lintels in a beaded design are used across the three 
elevations of this free standing building. The dimensionality of the 
building is pleasantly enriched in the three story square bay crowned by an 
arched pediment that serves as the corner focus. The bay acts as a chamfer 
and highlights the building's position on the corner, as well as providing 
visual relief from the repetition of the accompanying streetscape.

949-955 26th Street represent the larger rowhouse that maintains its simple 
presentation. Built in 1892, two stories high on a raised basement, the 
buildings are three bays wide. Their ornament is restricted to integral 
brickwork which is used for the high cornice and to accentuate the 
segmental arches.

947 26th Street is a McCartney building with a full-scale octagonal bay. 
Very similar in ornamentation to the adjacent 1892 buildings at 949-955, 
this building was constructed in 1886 and appears to have served as the 
model for its neighbors.

A house that represents both the new and old Foggy Bottom, is 901/907 26th 
Street. Two brick buildings were renovated in the late 1970's as a private 
residence to the designs of Swaney Kerns for owner Edward Lenkin. While 
only the original front brick wall of one and the facades of the other 
building remain, the scale, material, and fenestration has been 
maintained. The design is innovative and perceptive, responding to the • 
neighborhood's basic design elonents. Iron work by artist Albert Paley has 
been integrated into the landscape, as well as for a large gate.

410.22 - 4



1 he Victorian Society in America
Wx^mgton Metropolitan Chapter
Oct I 4 3f)Pire5

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DIVISION

1815A Belmont Road, N. W, 
Washington, D. C. 20009 
29 September 1985

Mr. James T. Speight, Jr;
Chairman
Historic Preservation Review Board 
614 H Street, N. W., Room 305 
Washington, D. C. 20001

ATTN: David Maloney

Dear Mr. Speight:

The Washington Metropolitan Chapter of the Victorian Society in America 
writes in support of the designation of Foggy Bottom as a historic district.
Our support is for both local designation and listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. Wefurther support the establishment of the boundaries for 
both designations to conform with those proposed by the SHPO staff.

Foggy Bottom is an important but often over-looked historic resource in 
Washington. The district possess a significant and distinguishable concentration 
of houses that are linked historically by association with a nineteenth and early 
twentieth century working class ethnic neighborhood. This type of neighborhood 
IS not commonly found in Washington as it is in other cities across the nation 
because Washington was not an industrial city. The buildings are also linked 
architecturally through design, which is simple though some have fanciful
detailing; a modest scale; materials; fenestration; and setting within intact 
streetscapes.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have questions in this 
matter.

Respectfully,

Ronald L. Andrews 
Ex Officio Member 
Board of Directors

cc: Anne H. Adams



the housing shortage. These wooden row houses began to appear in large 
n-unibers and were sturdy, with fireplaces and gutters. They also offered 
some limited decoration. Though very simple, some had shutters, others 
featured decorated cornice lines. Many had small steps, small porches and 
a number of windows. There is little information on the actual 
construction of these frame dwellings. They were built on brick bases with 
the first floor slightly raised. They were not insulated but seem to have 
provided reasonable amount of protection and privacy.

The brick houses of the 1880s are the ones which exist today. They were 
probably built by large contractors. Hence, their design tends to be 
repetitious. Approximately the same size as the frame dwellings, these 
houses were v««ll built, they were set on low brick bases, and were slightly 
raised. These houses had flat tin roofs and a good deal more decoration. 
Though the bricks were laid in common bond, the decorative facades rivalled 
those of the street houses. Some of the nicer of these houses attracted 
more affluent tenants as well.

Snow's Court, one of Washington' most famous inhabited alleys is within 
Square 28. The alley dwellings here date from the early 1880's and are 
very simply presented in brick. These long rows are two stories high on a 
raised basement, making a straight side brick stair a part of the design. 
Each unit is two bays wide. The only ornament original to the buildings is 
a corbeled cornice running along the group. The windows are segmentally 
arched.

The alley dwellings in Hewes Court feature two story high and two bay wide 
brick houses. Only portions of the original rows are extant. These 
buildings feature high brick corbeled cornices, more intricate than seen on 
many of the buildings on the streets of Foggy Bottom.

The many brick rowhouses that form the Foggy Bottom Historic District are 
artifacts of a different time. Their owners and residents were rarely 
people of means, but in this neighborhood they managed to develop an 
architecture with ornament and charm. The small scale and limited 
resources, in fact, served to reinforce or emphasize the adeptness of their 
architectural skills. The clever manipulation of brick to create 
satisfying decoration, their effectiveness with proportional design, and 
their recognition of the value of well-placed ornament wor'xed together to 
produce a cohesive and pleasing visual environs. Each building, modest 
though it may be, adds to a contextual whole and plays an important part in 
the story of this neighborhood and its working class residents.
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410.24 Attach a map showing the boundaries of the proposed or proposed 
amended Historic District (indicate a north arrow) together 
with an accurate description of those boundaries and a statement 
of justification for the boundaries.

Boundaries Description

The Historic District is located in Washington's northwest quadrant.

Beginning at the intersection of K and 24th Streets, proceed south along 
the center line of 24th Street to New Hampshire Avenue; continue southwest 
along the center line of New Hampshire Avenue to H Street; continue west 
along the center line of H Street to 25th Street; proceed north along the 
center line of 25th Street to the southern edge of lot 821 in Square 17; 
proceed west, following this lot line, and continuing along the rear lot 
lines of lots facing Eye Street to the eastern line of lot 832 in Square 
17; continue north along the western edge of lot 832 to the center line of 
Eye Street; proceed west along the center line of Eye Street, maintaining 
this axis, cross Interstate 66, reaching Eye Street at the west side of 
Interstate 66, and continue west along the center of Eye Street to 27th 
Street; continue north along the center line of 27th Street to the northern 
edge of lot 811 in Square 5; proceed east along this rear lot line and 
continue along the rear edges of the next two lots facing Eye Street (810 
and 809) and, maintaining this axis, continue east to the center line of 
the ramp leading from Interstate 66 to L Street; continue north along the 
center line of this ramp to the center line of K Street, proceed east along 
the center line of K Street to the starting point at the intersection of K 
and 24th Streets.

Boundary Justification

In 1981, a comprehensive architectural survey was conducted of the area 
within the boundaries of the Foggy Bottcm/West End Advisory Neighborhood 
Ccmnission 2A. The area surveyed (basically the area south of 0 Street, 
east of 20th Street, south of Pennsylvania Avenue, east of 15th Street, 
north of Independence Avenue and east of Rock Creek Park) is large and 
holds many historic structures. The goal of the survey was to identify and 
inventory all structures within the ANC boundaries v^ich might be eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. To this end, 
buildings were surveyed, researched and studied. Investigation into the 
architecture and history of the inventoried buildings provided information 
on the specific buildings and led to the identification of several historic 
themes. The area proposed here as the Foggy Bottom Historic District is 
based on the architectural relationship of buildings that are primarily of 
a similar building type and represent a specific social group and
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an obtuse corner angle. By intersecting two flat planes and varying the 
roofs and fenestration, the building takes on an unusual character while 
aptly connecting the rows of housing on either street.

802 is distinguished by a first story of pointed arch windows and door.
Its second story uses a sinple rectangular window with peaked lintels. The 
cornice is articulated in projecting vertical rows of brick. At 804, an 
exaggerated pitched roof is punctured by two gabled dormer windows 
decorated with half timber. A recessed doorway and peaked lintels complete 
the facade. A Corbelled gable, complete with pseudo-chimney set into the 
mansard roof, provides a unique appearance to 806. The fenestration is 
particularly adept at establishing its picturesque mood: a diminutive 
window is set between the door and a more typical size window on the first 
floor. Two narrow window, placed closely together, define the second 
story. The fishscale tile of the roof completes the design. At 808, the 
mansard roof projects over the first story, and like 804, is punctured by 
two gabled dormer windows. A fir tree motif is created in half timber to 
decorate these gables. The first story is like that of 804 in organization 
and detailing. Keeping with the massing of 802, this building completes 
the group. The completing structure, 810, is a tiny rowhouse dressed as a 
castle. Here, the flat facade is broken at the second story by an oriel 
window. The window cornice is crenellated. The first floor uses a pointed 
arch at the windows and door. This shape, is accented by molding in a 
contrasting color. The cross motif creat^ in recessed brick completes the 
medieval castle theme.

ALLEY DWELLINGS

Foggy Bottom's vernacular architectural significance is further buoyed by 
the many 19th century alley dwellings that are located in Snow's Court and 
Hewes' Court. An alley house is a house which faces onto the alley. It is 
therefore distinguishable from many sheds and stables which face toward the 
house with which they are associated. There was some limited architectural 
diversity in a few alley buildings, but most followed the same plan. The 
standard dimensions for alley dwellings were 12' x 30' with a rear yard of 
10' X 15'. Most were two stories high and had two to four rooms. The 
upstairs housed the usually crowded bedroans, vrfiile downstairs, depending 
on the needs of the occupants, additional sleeping or living spaces could 
be found. The kitchen, also downstairs, served as the center of household 
activity. Some of the later brick dwellings boasted of basements, but this 
was uncommon. Other standard features included rainbarrels and water 
hydrants for catching water; stoves or fireplaces; and outhouses.

James Borchert, in his fine study. Alley Life in Washington, divides alley 
houses into four categories v^^ich essentially represent the evolution of 
alley construction. The first category, as mentioned above, consists of 
shanties and sheds. Most of the poorly constructed tiny shanties of the 
1850s have long since been ranoved. They were probably built by migrants 
hoping to squat on city land. Following the Civil War, larger structures 
of higher quality began to appear. Thes» building were erected by property 
owners and, along with existing sheds, rented out to migrants. Normally, 
these newer buildings had fireplaces and chimneys, but little else. The 
frame houses of the 1870s and 1880s were the first attempt to cash in on
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the row of houses, this building presents a grander image through its 
massing. A central door flanked by large bays gives the building the 
appearance of a substantial residence. The comeliness of the rowhouses is 
reinforced in this building by its more sophisticated articulation.

2426-2438 Eye Street are distinct from the rest of the buildings on the 
square, and from each other. 2426 boasts a brownstone facade and an 
elegant curved bay. 2428 has been covered with clapboard and features a 
bold cornice and lintels.

Using a flat facade, 812-818 New Hampshire Avenue, illustrate a pleasing, 
coninonplace approach to the urban dwelling. Each building is two bays 
wide, the first floor accented by a double window. Segmented arches 
support the openings and are highlighted by beading in pressed brick.

The 16 brick rowhouses, 801-821 25th Street and 800-810 New Hampshire 
Avenue, that form the southernmost group provide an excellent lesson in the 
value of designed variety and good proportions. Constructed in 1890 as a 
single group, two basic designs are skillfully articulated to create a rich 
streetscape. Designed by Charles Burden (the style of these buildings 
clearly indicates a relationship between this project and the Burdens who 
were responsible for 2421-27 Eye Street in 1889), these buildings use a 
variety of materials and forms (red brick facades, brick and iron cornices, 
mansard and flat roof and slate and tin) to execute a delightful ensemble 
of picturesque buildings. Their simple historic references to European 
vernacular architecture places them in a distinct category of architecture 
among Foggy Bottom buildings; their composition speaks of the architect's 
talent, their historical references establishes his academic leanings, and 
his combination of the two acknowledges his perspicacity. Simple flat 
facades buildings located at the two ends of the building groups serve to 
give it closure and to provide a more acceptable transition to the adjacent 
buildings.

The adjacent structures at 815-821 25th Street possess a look typical of 
Foggy Botton. With flat facades and flat roofs, the simple two bay wide 
and two story high composition is relieved by brick arches and cornices.
The cornice runs along all the buildings and features an evenly spaced 
corbelling that breaks only between 817 and 819 v^ere the grade required.

801-813 take on a very different look from the preceding group. Designed 
as a group, sloping roofs, set between stylized Flemish gables define these 
six buildings. Peaked lintels, dormer windows and a pleasing scale give 
these houses a European charm. The building at 801 25th Street dominates 
the comer with its two-story turreted tower. A sloping slate roof 
accentuated the building's mass without destroying its scale.

Beginning with the unusual design of 800 New Hampshire, this row is the 
most highly individual of any in Foggy Bottom. Here, individuality is 
expressed not in the sophisticated rhetoric of the late Victorian styles, 
but rather as a vernacular interpretation of forms common to medieval 
Europe. 800 New Hampshire presents a sophisticated use of massing to turn
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410.25 Include three or more contemporary photographs which show
buildings, street scenes, or other views representative of the 
Historic District; indicate view, date of photograph and list
credits, if any. 8"xlO" glossy photographs are preferred. 
Applicant may also supply slides. (Applicant shall submit 
two copies of each photograph or slide.)

List of photographs attached:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

801-818 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

801 25th Street, N.W.

802 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

828-838, 842 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

842-44 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
2400-2416 Eye Street, N.W.

6) 2505-2507 Eye Street, N.W.

7) 2506, 2508, 2512-18 Eye Street, N.W.

8) 2530-2532 Eye Street, N.W.

9) 901/907 Eye Street, N.W.

10) 2534 K Street, N.W.

11) 900 block, 25th Street, N.W., looking southwest

12) 900 block, 25th Street, N.W., looking northeast

13) 822-828 25th Street, N.W.

14) 1-7 Snow's Court, N.W.

15) 900 block, 26th Street, N.W., looking north

17) 900 block, 26th Street, N.W., looking southwest
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ii
FOGGY BOTTOM AND WEST END 

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 
1920 G STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D C. 20006 • (202) 659-0011

22 July 1986

Mr, James T. Speight 
Chairman
Historic Preservation Review Board 
614 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20001

Re: Foggy Bottom Historic District application

Dear Mr. Speight:

At MC-2A’s July meeting we reviewed the status of the Foggy Bottom
Hrstor," -PPli<=-tion. We are sorely disappointef^y the
Historic Preservation Review Board’s inaction.

in "as filed over 2 years agoin May 1984 after extensive survey and documentation by neighborhood ^
working along with preservation professionals; that the

S^d Jha^^t^^H-T 1-1/2 years later in September 1985;
and that the Historic Preservation Review Board has still failed to 
reach a decision 10 months later in July 1986.

Several times this spring the matter was on the Board’s agenda for a 
Ske^its staf^V”^® repeatedly postponed. Most recently! the Board 
Umfhad e^aol d application because so much

5 details. Since this is not a controversial 
nStor!o r* documented in the record, we fail to understand why the 
Historic Preservation Review Board appears to be so lackadaisical in

With all dua respect, your decision is long overdue. When can we expect

For the Commission

E. Stamm
Chairman



N.

FOGGY BOTTOM AND WEST END 
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 

1920 G STREET. N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 • (202) 659-0011

23 July 1986

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Room 3127 Main Interior Building 
Weushington, D.C. 20240

Re: Historic preservation in the District of Columbia

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A wants to call your attention to the 
sad state of affairs for historic preservation in the District of 
Columbia. In our experience, D.C.’s Historic Preservation Review Board 
is failing to act on historic district applications that are eligible 
for further nomination to the National Register, and is therefore 
failing to carry out its local responsibilities under the applicable 
Federal laws and regulations.

We are the co-applicant, along with the Foggy Bottom Association, for a 
Foggy Bottom Historic District, and we are attaching a copy of our 
letter of 22 July to the Chairman of D.C.’s Historic Preservation Review 
Board which outlines the chronology of the application. You will note 
that this application has been pending now for over 2 years, and no 
decision date is currently scheduled. This application is not a 
controversial one, yet there is no action on it. The "word on the 
street" is that the Mayor has stated there will be no more historic 
districts in the District of Columbia. We have not seen that statement 
in writing, but we certainly can’t refute it based on our experience to 
date.

As you may know, advisory neighborhood commissions were created under 
the District of Columbia’s Home Rule Charter to provide representation 
to residents at the grassroots level. As elected Commissioners, our 
mandate is to advise D.C. officials. Federal officials, and others on 
all matters that affect the area of the city we represent.



In that capacity, we recommend that you investigate the status of 
historic preservation programs in the District of Columbia. In our 
opinion, you should withhold further Federal funding until such time as 
the District of Columbia demonstrates by its actions that it is willing 
and able to conduct an effective program to promote local historic 
preservation in conformance with Federal law and regulation.

Geoffrey E. Stamm 
Chairman

Attachment

cc: Mayor Marion Barry
D.C. Historic Preservation Review Board



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32 (413)

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON. D.C 20013-7127

AUG 1 4 1986

Mr. Geoffrey E. Stamm 
Chairman
Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
1920 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Stamm:

Thank you for your letter of July 23, 1986, concerning the failure of the District of 
Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board to act in a timely manner on historic 
district applications. Your letter will be considered in our next review of the District 
of Columbia's historic preservation program. The National Park Service conducts 
periodic evaluations of State Historic Preservation Programs to determine whether they 
are in compliance with the requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended.

In the meantime, any person may appeal to the Keeper of the National Register the 
failure or refusal of a nominating authority to nominate a property that is believed to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The appeal 
should include a copy of the nomination form and documentation previously submitted to 
the State Historic Preservation Officer, an explanation of the reason for the appeal, and 
any pertinent correspondence. Once in possession of all the documentation, I wiU reply 
with my decision within 45 days.

If we can provide further information or assistance, please let us know. We appreciate 
your concern regarding the historic preservation programs of the National Park Service.

Jerry Lc Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

and Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places



FOGGY BOTTOM AND WEST END 
ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 

1920 G STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 • (202) 659-0011

23 September 1986

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

and Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
P. 0. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Your reference: H32 (413)

Subject; Appeal - Proposed Foggy Bottom Historic District
located in Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

We appeal to you, as Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
the failure of various officials of the Government of the District of 
Columbia to nominate the proposed Foggy Bottom Historic District for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

We believe the the proposed Foggy Bottom Historic District meets the 
criteria for listing. In support of this, we enclose a copy of the 
nomination form and documentation submitted to the D.C. Historic 
Preservation Officer in May 1984; a copy of the draft staff report 
prepared for the public hearing which was held in September 1985; and a 
copy of recent correspondence on the subject which details the 
persistent failure of D.C. officials to act on this matter.

The staff report recommends that the proposed Foggy Bottom Historic 
District, with revised boundaries, be nominated to the National Register 
of Historic Places. We accept the revised boundaries, which are largely 
due to loss of contributing structures during the 2-1/3 years the D.C. 
officials responsible for historic preservation have neglected this 
nomination.



Appeal - proposed Foggy Bottom Historic District page 2

It is only out of our sincere concern for the state of historic 
preservation in the District of Columbia that we are taking this unusual 
step of a direct appeal to you. As the Chairman of the D.C. Historic 
Preservation Review Board has not even acknowledged our letter of 22 
July in which we ask for a decision date (copy enclosed), we feel we 
have no other choice. We will be pleased to provide any additional 
information you may need to reach a decision on our appeal.

For the Commission,

Geqffrey E. Stamm 
Chainnan

Enclosures

l©iif]wnp
1 SEP 2 31986
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION

DEE 9 1986Mr. Jerry L. Rogers
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 
and Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I am responding to your letter dated October 31, 1986, regarding 
the nomination of the Foggy Bottom Historic District to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

On October 15, 1986, the D.C. Historic Preservation Review Board 
designated the Foggy Bottom Historic District in the D.C. 
Inventory of Historic Sites, and recommended that I nominate it 
to the National Register. The nomination form will be forwarded 
to your office when final revisions are made to the draft by the 
applicant. Among the required changes to the nomination are 
revisions of the boundaries which were proposed by the 
applicant.

Consistent with National Register regulations (36 CFR 60.6),
.C. State Historic Preservation Office procedures provide that 

a National Register nomination form be available to the
public prior to the State Review Board's consideration of 
nominations.

Sincerely,

Ccwo C
Carol B. Thompsion /
State Hii^oric/preservaltion 
Officer for th4 District 
of Columbia



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION

JUN 18 1987
Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

As State Historic Preservation Officer for the District of 
Columbia, I am transmitting the Foggy Bottom Historic District 
with a determination to nominate. This property v/as recommended 
for nomination by the Historic Preservation Review Board on 
September 11, 1987.

There were no owner-objection letters received during the comment 
period.

Should you have any questions or desire clarification, please 
consult Stephen J. Raiche, Chief, Historic Preservation Division, 
on 727-7360.

Sincerely,

Carol B. Thomps n 
State Historic 
Officer f<bt th 
of Columbia

reservation 
District

Enclosure

nSCEWEO
JUM2 31987

national.
registeb
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION

SEP0219B?
Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Re-submission of Foggy Bottom Historic District
Washington, D.C.

Dear Carol:

Enclosed please find the revised nomination for the Foggy Bottom 
Historic District. This district was designated a Landmark of the 
District of Columbia and was nominated to the National Register on 
June 18, 1987. The nomination was returned to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) on August 4, 1987 for technical 
corrections, as noted on the attached "evaluation/return sheet".
I would like to address the concerns of your staff in the order 
they are presented on the sheet.

Upon recounting, the SHPO has revised the number of non­
contributing buildings to 91. This figure is reflected on the 
form, in the text, and on the site map. Please observe that the 
map does not distinguish individual lot lines between adjacent 
non-contributing buildings, but that a detailed list of squares 
and street addresses is included on a continuation sheet.

An explanation of the process used to define non-contributory 
buildings has been included in a continuation sheet, (#7, pp. 11- 
12). These pages also address the integrity of the district as a 
whole. The map which distinguishes non-contributing from 
significant buildings has been clarified. Additional 
representative photographs of non-contributing buildings have been 
included.

SEP 2 1987

register
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Upon reassessment, the SHPO has checked both criteria "A" and "C" 
as measures of the significance of the district. The nomination 
is made on the basis of significance of architecture and local 
ethnic history. The presence and significance of both qualities 
was noted by your staff reviewer, and both criteria should be 
considered in evaluating the National Register eligibility of the 
district.

The SHPO has, upon re-evaluation, deleted the area of significance 
of "industry" in the nomination. Although the Foggy Bottom area 
was home to a multitude of industrial workers during the period of 
significance, it is understood that no industrial resources are 
included within the nominated area. We acknowledge that the 
definition of significance of "industry" does not extend to the 
homes of workers where those structures were not directly related 
to the manufacturing facility.

Upon re-evaluation, the SHPO has determined that the building at 
901-907 26th Street, N.W. should be classified as a non­
contributing building because of the loss of architectural 
integrity. It is so referenced in the text and map.

Should you desire additional clarification, please call Glen 
Leiner on 727-7360.

S^erely, . .

Stepher J. Raiche, Chief
Historic Preservation Division

Enclosure



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

FOGGY BOTTOM HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Application for Designation (Designation Case #84-8)

Staff Report

After careful consideration of the application to designate the Foggy 
Bottom Historic District, and following further staff research, it is 
our recommendation that the area shown on the attached map should be 
designated in the District of Columbia's Inventory of Historic Sites as 
the Foggy Bottom Historic District, and should be recommended for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

Landmark designation application #84-8, submitted by the Foggy Bottom 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2-A and the Foggy Bottom Association, 
seeks to designate an area composed of five squares in northwest 
Washington as the Foggy Bottom Historic District. The area is proposed 
for designation as an historic district for four reasons; 1) its 
association with Washington's early working class; 2) its geographic and 
sociological relationship with one of Washington's early industrial 
areas; 3) its position as one of the few neighborhoods associated with 
European immigrants in a city noted for its relative absence of 
European-American communities; and 4) the value of its vernacular 
architecture as a representation of the resources, tastes, and 
aspirations of these people.

The name "Foggy Bottom" has traditionally been applied to the area of 
the original city of Washington bounded by the White House precinct on 
the east, the floodplain of the Potomac River on the south, Georgetown 
on the west, and Pennsylvania Avenue on the north. This name is 
presumed to derive both from the area's geographical situation, on 
swampy bottom land along the Potomac, and from its industrial activity, 
which compounded the natural river fogs with clouds of smoke and soot.

Historically, Foggy Bottom was divided into two sections, an 
upper-income residential neighborhood to the east of 23rd Street, and a 
working class neighborhood and industrial area to the west of 23rd 
Street. It is the area of the former working class neighborhood that 
this application addresses.
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mston'cal Development

Soon after Washington's founding, one of the city's first industrial 
areas established itself along the river edge of Foggy Bottom. Among 
the ventures that began operations at this location were wharves, lime 
kilns, breweries, and a glass works. These industries were a primary 
determinant of the pattern of adjacent development, since they 
inevitably detracted from the desirability of the area for residential 
use.
Foggy Bottom was sparsely settled until the 1850s, when the area's 
population began to grow dramatically, along with that of the city as a 
whole. Unlike much of the city, however. Foggy Bottom began to evolve 
into a relatively homogeneous community composed of unskilled and 
working class residents. Many of these were recent European immigrants 
drawn by the proximity to jobs in the local industries.

The transition to an exclusively working class neighborhood paralleled 
an intensifying industrial use of the area. In 1856, for example, the 
Washington Gas Light Company established a storage and processing 
facility whose huge cylindrical tanks became local landmarks. By 1860, 
numerous other industrial establishments were in operation, including 
factories that produced lamp black, plaster, ammonia, and fertilizer.

After the Civil War, Foggy Bottom remained isolated from the city's 
growing public transportation system, and it was largely excluded from 
the advantages that Alexander Shepherd's public works program bestowed 
on much of northwest Washington. The residential neighborhood was 
dominated by close-knit communities of German and Irish extraction.
These groups formed separate religious and social institutions, and 
traditionally segregated themselves even in the workplace, with the 
German immigrants working in the breweries, and the Irish for the 
Washington Gas Light Company.

The mid-nineteenth century also saw the emergence of another aspect of 
Foggy Bottom's physical development, the construction of alley 
dwellings. Alley dwellings began to appear in Washington about 1850 in 
response to shortages of inexpensive housing. The first alley dwellings 
were primarily shanties and sheds, but these were soon joined by more 
substantial frame and brick row houses. As the least desirable form of 
housing, alley dwellings were home to the city's poorest citizens, 
including many of the ex-slaves who migrated to the city after the Civil 
War.

Alley dwellings are documented in Foggy Bottom before 1360. By the end 
of the century, there were twelve inhabited alleys housing more than one 
thousand residents. The largest of these were Snow's and Green's alleys 
on Squares 28 and 16. Both of these retain some-of their small brick 
houses, which are included in the proposed district.
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During the twentieth century. Foggy Bottom gradually lost its industrial 
establishments as a result of changes in the economy, the availability 
of better locations elsewhere, and even the effects of prohibition. As 
the industries disappeared, the ethnic communities dispersed as well. 
Large portions of the neighborhood were eventually transformed by the 
construction of high-rise apartment buildings, alley parking lots, 
highways, and urban renewal projects.

Physical Description
The portions of nineteenth century Foggy Bottom that remain still 
reflect their origins in the old working class residential community. 
Except for a single alley warehouse and a few structures built as corner 
stores, only row houses survive. They form a pleasing neighborhood of 
modest housing, varied within a limited range of types and styles. The 
buildings are usually two, but occasionally three stories in height.
They are primarily flat-fronted brick structures, with simple, corbelled 
cornices and spare ornamentation, reflecting limited circumstances.

The buildings in the proposed district date primarily from the late 
1870s to the 1910s, and reflect several stages of the neighborhood's 
economic development and gradual maturity. The earliest houses are 
individually constructed row houses built for their owners. Notable 
among these is a group of five buildings along 25th Street, including 
the frame house at the corner of 25th and I, which may have been 
associated with the underground railroad.

The individual row houses in Foggy Bottom were later joined by small 
groups of two or three attached houses built by area residents on 
speculation. These houses exemplify vernacular urban architecture, 
where the builders and craftsmen were often suceesful members of 
community building in direct response to their neighbors' needs.
Several houses within the district were built by Peter McCartney, for 
example, a carpenter whose work is distinguished by a craftsman's skill 
in handling unpretentious design and materials.

The long blocks of flat-fronted, two-story row houses, generally built 
after 1885, represent the culmination of the vernacular tradition.
These rows were built as speculative ventures by such firms as 
Dannenhower and Sons, and B.H. Warner & Co. Within one block of each 
other in the Foggy Bottom district are a dozen groups of row houses, 
both on streets and in alleys, built in blocks of four, six, or as many 
as sixteen units. Although some of these are attributed to Washington 
architects including Albert Beers and Norman Grimm, they are for the 
most part simple, repetitive interpretations of a stock vocabulary of 
architectural forms.
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Two groups of these buildings, designed and built by the Burden family, 
are notable for their response to the ethnic character of the community. 
These houses offer interpretations of European vernacular design, with 
bell cast roofs, lancet windows, Flemish gables, and peaked lintels.
Their picturesque compositions and medieval flavor stand in strong 
contrast to the sophisticated bay-fronted Victorian townhouse that was 
typical of most of Washington at the time.

Boundaries

The application for the Foggy Bottom Historic District seeks to 
designate an area generally within the following boundaries:

On the north, the center line of K Street; on the east, the center 
line of 24th Street and New Hampshire Avenue; on the south, the 
center line of H Street in the 2400 block, and the rear of 
properties fronting on I Street in the 2500 block; and on the 
west, the center line of the exit ramp from Interstate 66, with an 
extension across Interstate 66 to incorporate the three structures 
at the northeast corner of 26th and I Streets.

The staff recommends that the Foggy Bottom Historic District be 
designated with several reductions in the proposed boundaries, for the 
following reasons:

1) At the corner of 24th and K Streets, eliminate the property at 
the southwest corner of the intersection, and the adjacent 
apartment building immediately to the west on K Street. The 
buildings that formerly stood at this corner have been 
demolished, and a new high-rise apartment building is under 
construction. This new building and the existing high-rise 
apartment building to the west are historically unrelated to 
the district and will contrast strongly with its predominantly 
two- and three-story buildings.

2) On the west side of the proposed district, eliminate the three 
structures at the northeast corner of 26th and I Streets. 
Interstate 66 forms a barrier that completely isolates these 
three structures from the remainder of the proposed district. 
In addition, two of the three buildings have been 
significantly altered.

3) On the west, eliminate the park land on the west side of 26th 
Street. All of the buildings that formerly stood on the west 
side of 26th Street have been demolished, and the present park 
area abutting Interstate 66 no longer shares a physical or 
functional similarity to the residential neighborhood in the 
proposed district.
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4) On the west and north, eliminate all properties on Square 16 

except for the properties fronting on I Street and in the 
southeast quadrant of the Square. The buildings in the 
northern part of Square 16 are high-rise apartment buildings 
dating from the 1950s through the 1980s. A number of 
nineteenth century buildings on the northwest quadrant of the 
Square were demolished subsequent to the filing of this 
application, and have been replaced by a new apartment 
building. The new buildings bear no historical relationship 
to, and contrast strongly in scale with the buildings in the 
proposed district.

The buildings along 26th Street and in the western half of 
Hughes' Court are compatible in scale with the district, but 
are either heavily altered nineteenth century buildings or 
modern structures that are unrelated to the working class 
housing that characterizes the proposed district.

Recommendations

The staff believes that the Foggy Bottom Historic District, as proposed 
in Designation Case #84-8, and with the modifications described above 
and shown on the attached map, qualifies as an Historic District that 
meets the criteria for designation adopted by the Historic Preservation 
Review Board. Specifically, the staff recommends that the District is 
worthy of designation on the District of Columbia's Inventory of 
Historic Sites for the following reasons:

1) It exemplifies significant economic, social, historical, and 
architectural heritage of the National Capital. Foggy Bottom 
is notable for its early association with the development of 
Washington's industrial history and with an immigrant working 
class lifestyle that endured into the twentieth century. The 
district demonstrates patterns of building, neighborhood 
structure, and speculative real estate development that were 
characteristic of many of the city's less prestigious 
residential areas during the latter half of the nineteenth 
century. As an illustration of the development of an ethnic 
working class community, it illuminates an unusual aspect of 
Washington's history not well represented by districts 
presently included in the Inventory of Historic Sites.

2) It embodies distinguishing characteristics of architectural 
styles and building types significant to the appearance and 
development of the National Capital. Foggy Bottom's row 
housing includes fine representative examples of vernacular 
architecture anc craftsmanship. These structures display a
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variety of individual forms, styles, and ornamental features 
within the overall framework of the dominant rowhouse building 
type of nineteenth and early twentieth century Washington. 
Unlike other districts included in the Inventory of Historic 
Sites, Foggy Bottom's housing stock is almost uniformly 
composed of the modest two-story dwellings built for the 
city's working class residents.

Further, the staff finds that the proposed district possesses sufficient 
integrity to convey, represent, and contain the values and qualities for 
which it is judged significant, and that sufficient time has passed 
since it achieved significance to permit its professional evaluation in 
its historical context.

The staff also believes that the Foggy Bottom Historic District as 
proposed in Designation Case #84-8, and with the modifications described 
above and shown on the attached map, meets the criteria of, and 
possesses the quality of significance present in other properties 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. The staff 
recommends that the Review Board recommend nomination of the National 
Register for the following reasons:

1) It is a significant and distinguishable residential 
neighborhood whose growth illustrates an important aspect of 
the social history and economic development of the Nation's 
Capital from the mid-19th century until World War I;

2) It retains significant representative examples of each period 
of its development, including a variety of vernacular row 
housing types characteristic of Washington's working class 
neighborhoods;

3) It possesses sufficient integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to 
convey the values for which it is judged significant.

September 6, 1985

)avid Maloney 
Architect

Suzanne Ganschinietz 
Architectural Historian
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